Labor Lawyers United
for the Release of Political Prisoners in Haiti

April 26, 2006

His Excellency Boniface Alexandre
Interim President of the Republic of Haiti
Palais National

Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Your Excellency:

We write to you as American labor lawyers who have been witnessing the plight of
Haiti's workers — those who have fled economic and political oppression and have come to
the United States, and those currently living in Haiti and hoping that the new regime will
bring change. We appeal to you on behalf of those workers, and in our own names, to ask
for the immediate release of the political prisoners of Haiti, many of whom have been
striving to help the country's working poor: elected leaders including Yvon Neptune,
Jocelerme Privert and Amanus Mayette, and grassroots activists such as Annette Auguste,
Paul Raymond and Yvon Antoine, all of whom are being detained illegally and unjustly.

We write to you because those incarcerated cannot wait for the inauguration of
President Elect Rene Preval for their freedom: several are in poor health, and some may
not survive without urgent medical care. We remember that you, as human rights lawyer
and judge, insisted on the Haitian state's lawful and just treatment of dissenters, challenged
the exploitation of workers, and had compassion for the dispossessed and the poor. We
urge you to end your term as Interim President as the Maitre Alexandre we remember: a
clear voice for human rights in Haiti.

This letter is copied to President Elect Rene Preval, for we believe that the release
of the prisoners is an essential, but only preliminary step. We urge him to move quickly to
put in place an amended judicial system in Haiti that will never again permit arbitrary and
prolonged detention without charges. We also copy this letter to US Secretary of State
Condoleeza Rice, repeating the request of Rep. Maxine Waters and 30 other members of
the United States Congress in October 2004 that the US administration publicly support the
release of the political prisoners.
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Thank you for your attention to our appeal.

Sincerely,

;/.A%

Judith A. Scott, General Counsel

Norman Gleichman Benjamin Sachs
Orrin Baird John Sullivan
Craig Becker Gerald Sommer
Carol Golubock Steve Ury

Janet Herold Micah Wissinger
Walter Kamiat Katherine Dunn
Maryann Parker Destiny Smith

Service Employees International Union Legal Department™
1313 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

David Prouty, General Counsel Pat Szymanski

Brent Garren General Counsel

Ira Katz Change to Win*

UNITE HERE Legal Department* 1359 Connecticut Avenue, 1% Floor
275 Seventh Avenue, 10" Floor Washington, DC 20036

New York, NY 10001

Ed Wendel, General Counsel

Nick Clark Lisa Pederson

Peter Ford George Wiszynski

Renee Bowser

United Food and Commercial Workers Legal Department*
1775 K Street, N.'W.

Washington, DC 20006

Bradley Raymond John DeCarlo

International Brotherhood of Teamsters*  DeCarlo & Connor

25 Louisiana Avenue, N.W. 533 S. Fremont Avenue

Washington, DC 20001 Los Angeles, CA 90071

Michael S. Bearse Steve Cuddy

Michael S, Bearse PC Laborers International Union of North America*
905 16™ Street, N.W. 12201 Tukwila Int’l Blvd., Suite 140

Washington, DC 20006 Seattle, WA 98168-5121
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Edgar James Kathy Krieger
Steve Hoffman Marie Chopra
David Dean

1101 17™ Street, N.W., Suite 510
Washington, DC 20036

Tod Cochran

David Rome

Pyle, Rome, Lichien, Ehrenberg
& Liss-Riordan, P.C.

18 Tremont Street, Suite 500

Boston, MA 02108

Mark Richard

Phillips, Richard & Rind, P.A.
9360 SW 72" Street, Suite 823
Miami, FL 33173

Ashwini Sukthankar

International Commission for Labor Rights

225 Broadway, Suite 612
New York, NY 10007

ce: M. Rene Garcia Preval
President Elect
Fwon Lespwa
Port-au-Prince, Haiti

Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice
U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street NW

Washington, DC 20520

*For identification purposes only

Shelly Kroll Ann Sills
Burton Rosenthal Ira Sills
Segal, Roitman & Coleman

11 Beacon Street, Suite 500
Boston, MA 02108

Jeremiah A. Collins

Bredhoff & Kaiser, P.L.L.C.
805 15™ Street, N.W., Suit 1000
Washington, DC 20005

William Sokol

Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld

1001 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 200
Alameda, CA 94501-1091




