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Fresh doubts about Haiti ballot  
BBC News 
December 22, 2005  
  
More than 30 candidates are running for president  
Members of the Election Council in Haiti have indicated that elections scheduled for 8 January may 
have to be postponed for a fourth time.  
The Council's chairman warned there could be unrest if the voting was not organised in acceptable 
conditions.  
 
Max Mathurin said he would not lead Haiti into disaster.  
 
This are the first elections since President Jean-Bertrand Aristide fled into exile in February 2004 when 
opposition to his rule grew violent.  
 
An interim government was installed after Mr Aristide's ousting, and UN peacekeepers were sent to the 
impoverished Caribbean country.  
 
However, political and criminal violence and instability have continued.  
 
'Serious problems'  
 
The polls were originally due to be held on 13 November, but were delayed a number of times because 
of organisational difficulties.  
 
Other members of the Election Council again highlighted serious problems with the distribution of 
voter identification cards, and the recruitment of polling station workers.  
 
Earlier, a senior US official, Nicolas Burns, said on a visit to Haiti that there should be no further 
delays in the country's presidential and legislative elections.  
 
He said the polls were a chance for Haitians to choose a new government that could provide stability 
and peace.  
 
The UN has also voiced concerns about the postponements.  
 
Despite the uncertainty over the exact date of he vote, campaigning is already under way with more 
than 30 candidates running for president.  
 



 
Haiti gunmen kill UN peacekeeper   
BBC News 
December 21, 2005 
  
UN troops were sent to Haiti after Mr Aristide was ousted  
Gunmen have shot dead a Canadian member of the international peace-keeping mission in Haiti, the 
UN says.  
The retired police officer was killed on a road near the volatile Cite Soleil area of the capital, Port-au-
Prince. He was travelling in an unmarked vehicle.  
 
Haiti has been blighted by political and criminal violence and instability over the last two years, 
despite the presence of international forces.  
 
The Caribbean country will hold long-awaited elections on 8 January.  
 
They will be the first polls since President Jean-Bertrand Aristide fled into exile in February 2004.  
 
A second round run-off is set for 15 February.  
 
The Canadian government has identified the peacekeeper as Mark Bourque, and said he belonged to a 
25-strong contingent sent in two months ago.  
 
Last week, three Chilean soldiers serving with the UN mission were shot in the northern town of 
Plaisance, but none of them was seriously hurt.  
 
Meanwhile a senior US official, Nicolas Burns, said on a visit to Haiti that there should be no further 
delays in the country's presidential and legislative elections.  
 
He said the polls - which were postponed several times because of organisational difficulties - were a 
chance for Haitians to choose a new government that could provide stability and peace.  
 
  



Ex-Mountie slain in Haiti was on charitable sortie  
WILLIAM MARSDEN,  
The Montreal Gazette;  
CP contributed to this report 
Thursday, December 22, 2005  
 
Retired RCMP Sgt. Mark Bourque intended to donate a generator to a small orphanage and hospital in 
Haiti before he was shot dead Tuesday while on a United Nations peacekeeping mission in that 
embattled country. 
 
Bourque, 57, arrived in Haiti Oct. 14 with 24 other retired Canadian police officers on a four-month 
mission to help local officials secure the country in the run-up to elections in January and February. 
 
When he was shot, Bourque was on his way to purchase airline tickets and to visit the orphanage 
where he intended to make the donation. 
 
He planned to fly back to Quebec on Jan. 17 to visit his wife, Lise, at their home in Stoneham, just 
north of Quebec City, then return to Haiti to complete his mission. 
 
Bourque and his brother Michael, a surgeon in Hartford, Conn., were purchasing the generator. 
Michael served a term as a volunteer doctor in Haiti. 
 
Bourque was driving a civilian car and was accompanied by another former RCMP officer when he 
was shot. 
 
They were driving along a particularly dangerous strip of Route Nationale Une in the often violent 
slum area of Cite Soleil in Port-au-Prince when a bullet struck Bourque's leg, bursting an artery. 
 
His colleague administered first aid and drove Bourque to the UN mission hospital. But it was too late; 
Bourque bled to death. 
 
David Wimhurst, the UN mission's chief information officer, said in an interview from Haiti that the 
bullet pierced the car door and, together with fragments from the door, "tore off his leg pretty badly." 
 
"We know he was travelling to the airport, and that's not the wise route to take to the airport. It's 
subject to gunfire regularly. We think perhaps he took a wrong turn or something." 
 
Bourque died of his injuries despite efforts by the man accompanying him and by peacekeepers who 
arrived in an armoured personnel carrier from a nearby UN checkpoint. 
 
The soldiers returned fire and managed to escort the two Canadians to a nearby Argentine military 
hospital run by the UN, Wimhurst said. 
 
Wimhurst didn't hold much hope for a quick solution to the crime. He said the UN first has to pacify 
the area before it can do a thorough investigation of the killing. 
 



"It's a very lawless area and we can't just go in there and arrest people," he said. "We go in there and 
we get shot up. All we can do is contain it, and in the longer term it will require some kind of military 
solution." 
 
He added: "Eventually we will get some of these gangs, we'll get informants and we'll have the 
ballistics and we will be able to piece things together, but it will take a while." 
 
Laurie Bourque, the victim's cousin, said Mark Bourque was "probably one of the best police officers 
ever." 
 
Laurie, who is also a retired RCMP officer, served four missions in Haiti between 1993 and 2004. "We 
were advised not to go out there (on the dangerous highway) unless you were escorted," he said. 
 
Mark Bourque apparently had a reason for taking that route. 
 
He planned to visit the orphanage to assess how big a generator it would need, then organize the 
delivery when he returned home from the mission at the end of February. 
 
Raymond Kyling, a longtime friend of Bourque and a businessman in Bedford, 50 kilometres southeast 
of Montreal, was also involved in the generator project. Kyling was supposed to buy it from one of his 
suppliers. 
 
"It was just to get power to the hospital when it's needed because the state cuts it off. Then when the 
hospital doesn't need it, the orphanage can use it," said Kyling, owner of RK Machinery Inc. and RK 
Compressor Inc. 
 
"Mark was my best friend," he said. "We're going to do this for him. I can tell you there will be a 
generator in Haiti in honour of Mark Bourque. I'm going to start working on it right after the holidays." 
 
Kyling said he and his vice-president, Norman Ball, will put up the money and also raise money 
through their suppliers. 
 
Bourque's body was being flown to Toronto late yesterday. A family friend said the body was to be 
flown back to Quebec today. 
 
A memorial mass is also expected to be held in Haiti today. 
 
In addition to the special contingent of retired officers, 100 regular and about 25 retired Canadian 
police officers are working with the UN in the troubled island. 
 
The UN police force there, made up of about 1,600 officers from 33 countries, is commanded by Chief 
Supt. R. Graham Muir of the RCMP. 
 
Five UN peacekeepers have died in action since June 2004. 
 
wmarsden@thegazette.canwest.com 



 



Bourque's murder probably failed kidnap attempt 
Wed. Dec. 21 2005  
CTV.ca News Staff 
 
The retired RCMP officer killed in Haiti Tuesday probably died as part of a botched kidnap attempt, a 
United Nations spokesman said Wednesday. 
 
"I don't think they were targeted because they were UN people," said the UN's David Wimhurst. "They 
were probably targeted because they were travelling down that road -- that very dangerous road -- 
which is an area where the kidnappers like practising kidnapping." 
 
Wimhurst also told reporters that bullet fragments from Mark Bourque's car will be analyzed in the 
hopes of finding out more about his killers, described as a group of Haitians who shot at him as he 
drove through a violent slum. 
 
Bourque was part of a 25-person team of retired officers helping prepare Haitian police for upcoming 
elections. His body was flown to Toronto Wednesday evening on a Challenger jet. 
 
The Canadian embassy has demanded the Haitian government do everything it can "to shed light on 
the circumstances of the attack and to bring the authors of this crime to justice."  
 
Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew told CTV's Mike Duffy he believes the Haitian government 
will cooperate. He said the slaying will not change Canada's commitment to Haiti.  
 
"We do believe it is Canada's responsibility to continue to contribute to the United Nations mission," 
he said Wednesday. "I had discussed that with Mark Bourque and some of his colleagues (before he 
left)." 
 
When asked if the Canadians in Haiti were bracing for more danger as the Jan. 8 election date draws 
closer, Pettigrew stressed that they are prepared. 
 
"Obviously we're doing a very good job at the security of our people," he said. "These guys get the best 
possible training, they have the right equipment, but of course, such things unfortunately happen."  
 
Bourque was driving one of his colleagues to the Port-au-Prince airport in an unmarked rental car 
when they came under heavy fire. He was shot in the leg and died less than two hours later from his 
injuries. 
 
His supervisor, Jean Lafaille, said the incident happened without warning, and did not appear to be 
specifically targeting the married father of two. 
 
Governor General remembers Bourque's dedication 
 
Just before leaving for his mission to Haiti, Bourque told Canada's Haitian-born Governor General he 
was eager to help make life safer for civilians in that country. 
 



Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean met with Bourque's election security team at Rideau Hall in October, just 
before they set off to Haiti. She remembered the 57-year-old Stoneham, Que. resident for his desire to 
help a country that has seen more political chaos than stability. 
 
"With a great deal of optimism, he told us of his deep attachment to the Haitian people and expressed 
his desire to support the democratic and electoral process," Jean said in a statement posted on her 
website.  
 
"He did, however, inform us that the renewed violence in Port-au-Prince and the increase in the 
number of armed gangs were among his central concerns," said Jean. "He also found it extremely 
regrettable that the civilian population should be subject to so much insecurity." 
 
Election trouble brews in Haiti's slums 
 
Port-au-Prince slum Cite Soleil, where Bourque was gunned down, is known for its political tension. 
Situated on the edge of Port-au-Prince, it is home to many supporters of Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the 
president removed in a Feb. 2004 coup.  
 
Violence has not been uncommon between the area's residents and the members of the UN 
stabilization force, who are targeted for their support of the unelected interim government. 
 
Members of Arisitide's Fanmi Lavalas party have also been targeted with assassination attempts. 
Aristide has insisted he was overthrown by emissaries of the United States, while former U.S. secretary 
of state Colin Powell has said Aristide left voluntarily. 
 
Canada sent 25 recently retired officers to Haiti in October following a request from the United 
Nations Mission for extra help during the election period. They are acting as police technical advisors 
to the Haitian National Police (HNP), as a link between the HNP and UN forces and will provide 
emergency response help during the election.  
 
Many of the officers have served in Haiti before, and almost all have been on international missions, 
according to CANADEM, Canada's Civilian Reserve, which is overseeing the Canadians officers. 
They joined 100 regular Canadian police officers working with the UN, and are expected to be there 
for a total of five months.  
 
Haiti has struggled to organize a presidential election because of rampant violence and an unstable 
infrastructure. The country's constitution requires a new government to take power by Feb. 7, but the 
organizational difficulties have pushed the election date back four times in five months. 
 
The first round of parliamentary elections is currently scheduled for Jan. 8, 2006, with a runoff to 
follow on Feb 15. and local elections on March 5. 
 
Haiti's interim set of legislators was chosen by the international community and is headed by Interim 
Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, an academic who had not lived in Haiti for 15 years before being 
sworn in. 
 



Latortue, the sworn opponent of Aristide and his Cite Soleil supporters, said he hopes "this tragic death 
will lead our allies to step up their efforts to eradicate the gang problem."  
 
He called for the UN to conduct a large sweep of the sprawling slum where 200,000 people live, even 
at the cost of "collateral damage." He has been requesting such an initiative for months. 



 
Haiti unlikely to hold Jan. 8 election-officials 
Wed 21 Dec 2005  
By Joseph Guyler Delva 
Reuters 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, Dec 21 (Reuters) - Haiti may not hold long-delayed elections on Jan. 8 
because of problems distributing voter cards, recruiting workers and locating polling stations, election 
officials said on Wednesday. 
 
With 18 days left until the election, only 500,000 of the 3.5 million identification cards voters need to 
cast ballots have been handed out and most of the 40,000 workers needed to operate polling stations 
have yet to be recruited. 
 
Provisional Electoral Council President Max Mathurin said it was crucial that the technical problems 
be solved before the election is held to avoid protests in the troubled Caribbean nation after the vote. 
 
"We are not going to lead the country into a disaster," Mathurin said in a statement on local radio. 
"Because if the elections are not organized in acceptable conditions, we'll have to face protests and 
unrest even before the proclamation of the results." 
 
Haiti is struggling to hold its first elections since President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was forced from 
office on Feb. 29, 2004, during a bloody rebellion by former soldiers and armed gangs. Voting for the 
presidency and legislature is scheduled for Jan. 8 with a run-off on Feb. 15. 
 
At the start of the year, Haiti scheduled the election for Nov. 13. It was rescheduled to Nov. 20, then to 
Dec. 27 and then to Jan. 8. 
 
When they announced the Jan. 8 date in late November, elections officials called it "the real, final 
one." 
 
Mathurin said a meeting to discuss another postponement would be held on Thursday. 
 
Some council members have suggested Jan. 22 for the first round. But one council member, Patrick 
Fequiere, said at least two more months are needed to ensure credible elections. 
 
Election officials blamed the delays in part on the Organization of American States (OAS), which they 
say was responsible for voting card distribution and locating polling centers. 
 
"Our decision to set the January 8th deadline for the first round was based on OAS' commitment that 
voting cards distribution would have been completed by December 25," said Rosemond Pradel, the 
council's secretary-general, who said the OAS was not living up to its commitments. 
 
OAS officials in Port-au-Prince were not immediately available for comment. 
 



During a visit to Haiti on Tuesday, U.S. Undersecretary of State Nicholas Burns urged authorities to 
hold the vote as scheduled and assured them of Washington's continued support. 
 
But U.S. officials said Washington was not likely to give the U.N. mission in Haiti 10 helicopters it has 
requested to help transport election material to remote areas. 
 
Most registered voters still do not know where they are going to vote. Many have complained they will 
have to walk long distances to get to polling centers, particularly in provincial areas where many 
locations are not reachable by car. 
 
Some voters say they are assigned to polling stations outside the district where they are authorized to 
vote. 
 
Political parties and candidates have also expressed doubt the vote can be held on Jan. 8. 
 
"I've never seen elections so poorly organized," said Evans Paul, a presidential candidate. "It's not 
acceptable that people have to struggle for hours in line to register, they have to do the same to get the 
voting cards, and now they have to walk six hours to reach a place to cast their ballot."  



Helicopters in Haiti: Does UN really want them for transporting election materials?  
by Lyn Duff  
San Francisco Bay View 
December 21, 2005 
  
The United Nations and the de facto Haitian government have asked the Pentagon for a gift of 10 
helicopters to "provide logistical support for the upcoming presidential elections," says U.N. envoy 
Juan Gabriel Valdes, who also asked Washington for $16 million to finance the elections. Valdes says 
the helicopters would be used to transport elections materials to remote parts of Haiti. However, rural 
residents reacted to the news with suspension. 
 
"Many of us cannot even vote in this election because we have not been allowed to register (for a 
voter's card). Every time I go to register, I have to travel all day to arrive at the registration place. But 
then I am sent home because I am missing this information or that document. I think they are 
intentionally making it difficult to vote," said one Central Plateau resident.  
 
Other rural Haitians say that American helicopters have been used in the past to transport the rebel 
troops and militias hired by the country's wealthy elite when they staged a bloody coup against the 
democratically elected government of Jean Bertrand Aristide in early 2004.  
 
"Even months after the coup, the soldiers from the old Haitian Army, they were occupying the 
countryside. They were using helicopters to transport their troops and shooting at people from the air 
with sophisticated weaponry," said Jean Levant, 35, who lives in Haiti's northern department. "It's only 
recently that the helicopters have stopped flying overhead and that the rebels have retreated to the 
Dominican Republic or scattered themselves in the cities." 
 
Some Haiti observers argue that the helicopters used in last year's coup were given to the anti-
democratic forces through the military drawdown program, which transfers the U.N.'s used or excess 
military equipment to American allies. A shipment of 20,000 M-16s and four UH-1H Bell helicopters 
were shipped through this program to the Dominican Republic's border patrol in early 2004. The 
border patrol has only 2,000 employees, including administrative workers, and some Haiti observers 
suspected that the 20,000 M-16s and the helicopters were instead delivered to the rebels and used later 
that month to stage the 2004 coup. 
 
Evel Fanfan, a human rights attorney who leads the Association of University Graduates Motivated for 
a Haiti with Rights, argues that helicopters should be low on the priority list. "If they are going to ask 
for money, it should be to deal with Haiti's social problems, which have reached emergency 
proportions.  
 
"The elections are very important for us. But there are bigger problems than helicopters. People don't 
have voter cards. There's the security situation, where in some neighborhoods people's human rights 
are being violated. Helicopters aren't the solution," Fanfan says. 
 
"The de facto government needs to free the political prisoners and create a climate where people's 
rights are no longer violated. We argue that this is a mandatory prerequisite for the elections to take 
place." 



 
The international community has donated $75 million to Haiti for the elections, much of which the de 
facto government has been accused of squandering. The Pentagon will make a final decision about the 
helicopter donation by the end of the month, said a spokesperson. If the Pentagon refuses to give Haiti 
the helicopters, Valdes says that he plans to ask for them from the Dominican Republic. 
 
Lyn Duff (LynDuff@aol.com) is a reporter currently based in Port-au-Prince. She first traveled to 
Haiti in 1995 to help establish a children's radio station and has since covered Haiti extensively for the 
Bay View, Pacifica Radio's Flashpoints, heard on KPFA weekdays at 5 p.m., and other local and 
national media. 



 
Via Santiago, the UN takes equipment and aid to Haiti 
The Dominican Today 
December 22, 2005 
  
SANTIAGO.- An Ukrainian-registry cargo airplane contracted by the UN took off yesterday from 
Cibao International Airport with 5 troop transport and patrol vehicles, a the new equipment headed as 
replacements for Haiti.  
 
The aircraft, an Antonov 124-100 took off with a crew of 20, mostly military from different countries.  
 
The airplane had landed Tuesday in this city’s air terminal, with a cargo of humanitarian aid and five 
new vehicles that were driven in a caravan towards the neighboring nation, under strict safety measures 
by Spanish troops of the UN.  
 
The presence of the Ukrainian airplane forms part of the Mission of the United Nations for the 
Stability of Haiti (Minustah). 
  



Senior US diplomat on one-day Haiti visit 
Caribbean Net News 
Thursday,  December 22, 2005 
 
WASHINGTON, USA (AFP): US Undersecretary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns was in 
Haiti Tuesday for a one-day visit to demonstrate Washington's support for the coming Haitian 
elections, the State Department said. 
 
The State Department's third-highest ranking official, Burns expected to meet with leaders of Haiti's 
interim government, social and business leaders and UN peacekeepers, said department spokesman 
Sean McCormack. 
 
"This visit underscores the United States' support for timely democratic elections in Haiti in January 
and solidarity with Haiti's continuing process of political transition and economic reform," 
McCormack said. 
 
In response to a question, McCormack said the United States doubted that former leader Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, who was ousted in a popular revolt in 2004, could return after the polls. 
 
"I think the Haitian people are looking beyond their recent past, again, which had been, unfortunately, 
marked by violence, factionalism, cronyism, non-transparent governance, corruption, and they're trying 
to turn a new page in their history.  
 
"And that's what we in the United States, as well as other countries working with Haiti, are trying to do 
and trying to help them do," McCormack said. 
 
Mccormack meanwhile gave no answer to questions of when the United States would respond to the 
United Nations request for ten helicopters for use by the Haiti peackeeping force. 
 



Grocer tragically killed on business trip to native Haiti 
By Doug McNamara,  
Wednesday, December 21, 2005  
The Gazette Leader, NJ 
  
ELIZABETH, NJ - Wilson Jean Louis, a former resident of Elizabeth, now living in Roselle, was 
tragically gunned down in Haiti’s capital city of Port-au-Prince on Dec. 13. A native of Arcahaie, 
Haiti, who moved to the United States in 1969, Louis, 65, was in the country for a business trip, said 
Mary, his wife. 
 
In a country characterized by endemic poverty, with more than 80 percent of the country’s population 
below the poverty line, according to a 2003 estimate by the CIA, Louis was committed to helping poor 
Haitians. 
 
“Whatever you needed, he was willing to help you,” said Mary. “He was born like that. He had a good 
heart.” Long-time friend Yves Aubourg remarked, “he’s a pure Haitian that wanted to help.” 
 
Specifically, Louis owned and operated a number of grocery stores in Haiti. Since retiring from 
Pathmark in 2000, he had been going “back and forth” to expand his investment in the country, said 
Aubourg. 
 
Though he ran a business, he would give poor residents food and products for free if they promised to 
pay him back once they had money, Mary said. 
 
On Dec. 13, looking to buy supplies for his business, he had ventured into Port-au-Prince, where he 
was gunned down. Though he still has family in Haiti, rather than risk venturing to the country, Mary 
had Wilson’s body shipped to the United States for a funeral Saturday. “He died for the love of his 
country and his people,” she stressed. 
 
Unfortunately, kidnapping and murder happen “on a daily basis,” said Aubourg. “Too many people are 
carrying guns.” 
 
Mary agreed, adding “everybody is armed and you don’t know where they are going to attack you.” 
 
Despite the presence of a United Nations’ stabilization force, armed gangs, encouraged by Haitian 
elite, have taken de facto control of Port-au-Prince, the country’s capital. Looting, kidnapping, car-
jackings and rape have become daily events. 
 
Though the United Nations is there, Aubourg has heard rumors U.N. officials walk away when fights 
erupt. “They’re not really there to restore peace,” he added. 
  
As a result of the continued violence, many local businesses have collapsed, crippling the economy of 
what is already the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere. 
 



Politically, Haiti is still under the nominal control of an interim government and hasn’t recovered from 
a 2004 coup which deposed then-President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was accused of tampering with 
election returns in 2000. 
 
According to an August Village Voice article, in one of Port-au-Prince’s most impoverished 
neighborhoods, the national police have freely distributed machetes to residents, encouraging them to 
attack fellow unarmed residents. The move is seen by some as an attempt to weaken the exiled 
Aristide’s political base, which is primarily drawn from the poor. 
 
Louis’ death is just the latest blow to Union County’s sizable Haitian population. In an earlier 
interview, Fred Lorquet, a Roselle resident and Elizabeth merchant who emigrated to the United States 
30 years ago, explained, there’s “always bad news” coming from Haiti. 
 
He recounted that his sister, who lived in Haiti, died in July. However, family members, citing the all-
too-frequent kidnappings, cautioned Lorquet against attending the funeral. 
 
In an earlier interview, Aubourg recalled a similar experience. After his mother died in June, he, too, 
was warned not to set foot inside the country. Instead, like Mary, Lorquet ended up having her body 
shipped to the United States. 
 
Despite Haiti’s continued woes, “the problem can be taken care of, it’s just a matter of not doing 
anything” about the situation, said Mary. In particular, both Aubourg and she feel President George 
Bush hasn’t done enough to help Haiti. 
 
“I think it’s a matter of interest. I guess we don’t have anything [Bush] wants,” Mary said. Aubourg 
agreed, faulting the Bush administration for prolonging the new elections, even in the face of an 
interim government which is “violating the constitution left and right.” 
 
Staff Writer Doug McNamara can be reached at 908-686-7700, ext. 118, or gazetteleader@yahoo.com. 



 
Jailed for embarrassing an important person  
Most Canadians don't know and therefore don't care what our government has done in Haiti.   
by Yves Engler  
Rabble News, Canada 
December 21, 2005  
 
An election is no time to discuss an issue that challenges the mainstream parties — in my experience 
you'll get thrown in jail for four days if you do and be forbidden from communicating with most 
elected officials. Incredible? But true.  
 
As someone who feels strongly that Canada helped overthrow a democratic government in Haiti and 
who believes our country continues to contribute to an ongoing human rights disaster in the 
hemisphere's poorest nation, I saw the federal election as an opportunity to hold our government 
accountable. Or at least debate the issue.  
 
On a recent two-month tour of our country to promote our new book, Canada in Haiti — Waging War 
on the Poor Majority co-author Anthony Fenton and I found people shocked to learn that Canada 
collaborated with the International Republican Institute and the U.S. National Endowment for 
Democracy to destabilize a government that was overwhelmingly popular with the majority of 
Haitians.  
 
When people read, see and hear what has happened they are deeply troubled that Canada's role in Haiti 
mirrors the well- documented U.S. record in Chile, Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Iran and other 
countries.  
 
While the mainstream media has mostly ignored our country's status as a partner in a “new 
imperialism” the message has got out in the alternative press and solidarity groups have been formed in 
11 cities to spread the word. About 1400 books have been purchased since September, thousands of 
people have attended meetings to watch films and hundreds have marched in Montreal, Halifax, 
Winnipeg, Ottawa, Toronto and Vancouver. As a grass roots campaign, the Canada Haiti Action 
Network has been a success.  
 
Still, most Canadians don't know and therefore don't care what our government has done in Haiti. 
Unlike our neighbours to the south who take foreign policy seriously as an election issue, Canadians 
mostly assume we are “good guys” helping the rest of the world out.  
 
To challenge that idea I (assisted by others who shall remain anonymous for reasons that will become 
clear below) have engaged in two pieces of “theatre” hoping for some mainstream media attention.  
 
First, in June I interrupted a speech by Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew to pour fake blood on 
his hands. Second, during Paul Martin's first Montreal speech of the current federal election campaign 
I heckled the PM from the back of a large hotel ballroom shouting “Martin lies, Haitians die” and 
threw confetti into the air that highlighted Canada's role in overthrowing the elected government and 
supporting the brutal Haitian Police.  
 



Both times I was quickly taken into custody by security officials and questioned by Montreal police.  
 
After the first incident I was released after a night in jail. I was cited for disturbing the peace (a charge 
for assault with a weapon and assaulting police were immediately dropped). That charge was dropped 
two months later in return for a legal pledge not to come within 200 metres of the Honourable Mr. 
Pettigrew, his office or otherwise communicate with the Minister for a year.  
 
After the second incident I spent over four days in jail before being able to defend myself. I have been 
charged with breaking my conditions (“keep the peace”) from the first incident, disturbing the peace 
and using fake documents (it seems this relates to a press pass in my possession).  
 
In addition I have been forbidden from coming within 500 metres of any Member of Parliament or 
member of the Quebec National Assembly or of the Governor General until my process is complete (it 
could take years). Plus, I cannot write, call or email them.  
 
 
While these conditions will be challenged in the legal system, I have thought long and hard for the past 
ten days about how to respond. The best I can come up with is this:  
 
Mr. Prime Minister, I am honoured to live in a country where the legal system frees me after spending 
four days behind bars for embarrassing an important person. The real outrage is the fact that Canada 
has not demanded the release of 70-year-old folksinger/activist, Sò Anne, whom I met in a Port au 
Prince jail a year ago and who still has not been charged.  
 
Or Catholic Priest Gerard Jean-Juste, who Amnesty international has called a “prisoner of conscience.” 
Or the constitutional Prime Minister and Interior Minister as well as hundreds of lesser known Haitians 
detained for their political convictions.  
 
Yves Engler is co-author (with Anthony Fenton) of Canada in Haiti — Waging War on the Poor 
Majority and Playing Left Wing: From Rink Rat to Student Radical. Both are published by Fernwood 
Publishing.  
  
  



Supporters rally for medical release of Jean-Juste 
Efforts to free Haitian political prisoner the Rev. Jean Juste have gone unrewarded, and now 
supporters fear he may be in need of medical treatment. 
BY THERESA BRADLEY 
The Miami Herald 
December 22, 2005 
 
Fearing that he could be dying of cancer behind bars, family members of jailed Haitian priest and 
former Miami activist Gerárd Jean-Juste Wednesday launched a Christmas plea for his release -- this 
time on medical grounds. 
 
''This is no longer about his imprisonment as a prisoner of conscience,'' said Steven Forester of the 
advocacy group Haitian Women of Miami, which helped organize Wednesday's plea. 
 
``This is now a matter of life, and as a humanitarian gesture, he should be allowed to come to Miami to 
get the medical attention that he needs.'' 
 
Jean-Juste, a well-known activist who once headed the most powerful Haitian rights organization in 
the United States, was arrested by Haitian authorities five months ago for alleged involvement in the 
kidnapping and murder of prominent Haitian journalist Jacques Roche. He has maintained his 
innocence, noting that he was in Miami at the time of Roche's death. 
 
Jean-Juste's July 21 arrest was his second following the February 2004 ouster of Haitian President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, whom Jean-Juste strongly backs. 
 
Supporters and family members maintain that he is being held illegally, without ever having been 
charged. 
 
The Haitian investigative judge involved in the case disputes that claim, but has yet to release the 
results of his investigation of the priest -- despite insisting to The Miami Herald in October that he 
would do so in a matter of  
 
Earlier this month, Jean-Juste was examined in prison by a U.S. doctor, John Carroll, who found that 
his lymph nodes were enlarged and his white blood cell count high -- both possible signs of cancer or 
infectious disease, warranting more extensive tests, Carroll said. 
 
Haitian officials claimed that their own doctors have also examined Jean-Juste, and found no 
symptoms of cancer, the Associated Press reported. 
 
But the priest's family insisted that he would never have allowed government doctors to examine him. 
 
Ten of those relatives appeared at Wednesday's press conference in Little Haiti to plea for his release. 
 
''Please, as Christians, help us in the holiday season to help us have our brother here,'' said Jean-Juste's 
sister Franciane Delica, 53, who Wednesday circulated a letter she'd written to President Bush, urging 
him to step up pressure on Haiti's U.S.-backed interim government to free her brother. 



 
''If God forbid, anything should happen to Jerry, Haitian Americans of every political persuasion will 
all blame Bush,'' said Forester, of Haitian Women of Miami, referring to Jean-Juste by his nickname. 
 
Supporters argue that Jean-Juste's detention is a ploy intended to neutralize him politically during 
Haiti's presidential elections, scheduled for Jan. 8. 
 
Some of the priest's backers in Haiti had attempted to register him as a candidate, but the electoral 
council there refused their application. 
 
In the U.S., Jean-Juste's continued detention has brought Haitian-Americans of all political stripes 
together -- including more than 1,000 who marched through downtown Miami in a Dec. 10 rally 
calling for his release. 
 
''It's not that he's a member of the Lavalas party, or a supporter of Aristide. It's that he's someone who 
has fought for all h 
 
``What we're asking is for the government to respect his rights, too.'' 
 
Last Friday, 42 members of the U.S. Congress signed a letter sent to President Bush, urging him to 
push for Jean-Juste's immediate release, to receive medical care. 
 
Still, the priest's spirits have sagged to uncharacteristic lows in recent weeks, family members said. 
''He's usually very high-spirited, but recently you could hear it in his voice,'' said niece Fayola Delica, 
who said she last spoke to her uncle by phone from prison several weeks ago. ``We just know that his 
condition is very poor.'' 
 
In the past, the U.S. State Department has urged Haitian officials to resolve Jean-Juste's case quickly -- 
but it has declined to make any more assertive push for his release, Jean-Juste supporters said. 
 
Ira Kurzban, a longtime friend and Miami colleague of Jean-Juste, as well as Aristide's attorney, 
chided U.S. officials for that hands-off approach. 
 
''If this were Cuba, if this were Venezuela, or any other country in the Western Hemisphere . . . they 
would call Jean-Juste what he is, which is a political prisoner,'' Kurzban said. ``I think people are fed 
up. I think they believe that if it wasn't  
 



Family seeking release of priest 
Haitian activist said to be sick and in need of treatment 
By Tim Collie  
South Florida Sun Sentinel  
December 22 2005  
 
 The South Florida-based family of one of Haiti's most important spiritual leaders pleaded Wednesday 
for his Christmastime release from the Haitian prison where he has been held for five months without 
being charged. 
 
The Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste is sick and may have cancer, according to his doctors, and his family wants 
him flown to Miami for medical treatment. They appealed to both Haiti's interim government and the 
Bush administration, which has backed the government since it replaced ousted President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide in 2004. 
 
  "We want my brother to be released as soon as possible, today, for Christmas, so he can come here 
and get the treatment he needs," said Francine Delica, 53, Jean-Juste's sister. "So, I'm asking, please, 
release him so he can get the help he needs." 
 
Jean-Juste, a charismatic priest often touted by his followers as a potential presidential candidate, has 
worked among the Haitian poor in both South Florida and the island nation for the past three decades.  
 
During the 1980s, he was a leading refugee advocate in Miami who fought for immigration rights for 
Haiti's boat people. In the 1990s, he returned to Haiti and set up a parish in one of the capital city's 
poorest slums, where he helped feed hundreds of orphaned children every day. 
 
But because he was a close ally of Aristide, he quickly ran afoul of the new government. He has been 
jailed since July because of suspected involvement in the abduction and slaying of a well-known local 
journalist. But no charges have been filed, and human rights groups have called him a political 
prisoner. 
 
His doctors think he may have cancer because of a swelling of his neck, but government physicians 
who have examined him say he is not sick. Phone calls to a government spokesman in Port-au-Prince 
were not returned Wednesday. 
 
"You can hear it in his voice -- he's not well," said Fayola Delica, 23, Jean-Juste's niece and a nurse. "It 
could be cancer ... it could be an infectious disease. We don't know because conditions in the jail are 
not sanitary. We want him here with family for Christmas. That's all we're asking."  
 



 
Understanding Haiti's Agronomic Problems 
Godfrey Eneas 
The Bahama Journal 
December 22, 2005 
 
It is important for us in The Bahamas to have some appreciation of the problems in Haiti's Agricultural 
Sector. The following article outlines an aspect. 
 
Soil erosion is causing serious problems and is adversely affecting the food production capacity of 
Haiti. This is a contributing factor to the illegal immigration problem The Bahamas faces from 
Haitians who live in these rural areas where it has become extremely difficult to earn a living from the 
land. 
 
The inability to develop a market economy based on Agribusiness has had deep implications for Haiti's 
ability to supply its domestic market with and to earn foreign exchange from farm products. It is this 
scenario, which has impacted Haiti's food security capability. 
 
Developing Agroforestry In Haiti  
 
Developing agroforestry in a mountain setting means battling with soil erosion and breathing new life 
into Haiti’s agriculture. At present, sloping land is being damaged by inappropriate farming techniques 
practised by farmers who take the line of least resistance to ensure day-to-day survival. 
 
Between independence in 1804 and the 1980s, Haiti witnessed a struggle between large and small-
sized properties. The evidence speaks for itself: only the small-scale properties have remained in place 
to feed the population — it is these that have shaped Haiti’s agriculture. But in the early 1980s, these 
concerns began to lose momentum, a process which became even more marked in 1985, with the onset 
of the troubles that led to the departure of Jean-Claude Duvalier. Today, in some departments, the 
average farm is just 0.32 ha. 
 
Between 1985 and 1989, agriculture’s contribution to Haiti’s gross domestic product (GDP) fell by an 
annual 5% and, from 1990 to present day, that trend has continued. Agriculture currently accounts for 
27% of the GDP and 7.4% of exports. Yields of the main crops are lower than those of any other 
country in the region and Haiti imports nearly all the products it consumes. One reason for this 
constant fall in output is erosion, which causes a loss in soil fertility. And in Haiti, the problem of 
erosion is tied up with poverty, insecure land access and inadequate farming methods.  
 
Tonnes of lost soil  
 
Farming as practised in Haiti eats away at the country’s soil capital. When a farmer notices a decline in 
fertility on the plot of land he is farming, he looks for other land, whether it is arable or not. This 
constant search damages the country’s natural resources. Wooded land and forest cover is diminishing 
due to the advance of agriculture and the search for fuel wood. Techniques do exist for effectively 
combating erosion, but they are not practised. As with agriculture, the fight against erosion suffers 



from a lack of investment, and for almost 2 years now, Haiti has been living under a transition 
government which cannot make a long-term plan. 
 
If the fight against erosion is closely connected with the challenge of developing mountain agriculture 
in Haiti, that is because 63% of the land is mountainous. Half the population lives in mountainous 
terrain. So an integrated system of mountain agriculture is essential if environmental protection and 
economic development are to co-exist. 
 
How much soil is lost in Haiti? Nobody knows. During the American occupation, between 1915 and 
1934, demonstration plots were set up to quantify the country’s particularly acute erosion 
phenomenon. FAO did the same in the 1970s. Soil scientists worked out that Nature takes 30 years to 
produce a layer of arable soil 25 mm thick, or 11 t/ha, and that figure represents the minimum 
thickness if the land is to be profitable. Now in Haiti, soil losses sometimes exceed 120 t/ha! 
 
Farming is practised on any kind of land and any kind of slope. Slopes with a gradient of 60% are 
ploughed. We need to establish a typology: all land with slopes of between 0 and 20% would be 
cultivated, with no soil conservation intervention. Land with slopes of between 20 and 50% would also 
be farmed, but using drastic soil conservation techniques: contour channels, terraces, alley cropping, 
living hedges, etc. All land with slopes of more than 50% would be used for growing fruit trees and 
agroforestry. On flatter land and plains, agroforestry systems established around land plots would 
allow farmers to diversify their source of revenue. 
 
Previously, coffee was widely grown in Haiti. It is still grown, but due to the fall in world prices, 
farmers have largely replaced it with more profitable crops such as beans and yams. But growing these 
crops causes more erosion. Fruit farming has suffered due to political instability and lack of road 
transport — the fruit did not reach its destination quickly enough, even for the domestic market.  
 
An alternative for farmers  
 
Let’s be practical, unless there is more research, information and assistance, farmers are never going to 
change their practices. There is no point in trying, unless we have alternatives to suggest to them. So 
there needs to be funding, and better access to land and credit. The farmers need some kind of subsidy. 
That is crucial if fruit farming and agroforestry are to be developed. Increasing access to land for 
farmers is just a half-measure if you don’t also give them a suitable technology package to go with it. 
We need to help them buy inputs and farm tools, to diversify their revenues by supporting on- and off-
farm activities such as fruit processing, honey production, small-scale livestock rearing and 
ecotourism. We need to help them develop and improve post-harvest storage techniques, so they can 
access outside markets, as well as domestic ones. 
 
All this needs to be achieved within a well established macro-economic framework, without infringing 
the rules of the World Trade Organization. 
 
But we also need to work out a programme for subsidising agriculture. And there is the rub, for at 
present we are living in an economic climate that is far too liberal.  
 
 



Clinton's Guantanamo 
How the Democratic president set the stage for a land without law. 
By Brandt Goldstein 
Slate.com 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2005 
 
Is Clinton to blame? 
  
The last several weeks have provided much giddy vindication for Democratic critics of the Bush 
administration, with the president now squarely on the defensive for his aggressive anti-terrorism 
policies. Congress, infuriated over new reports of warrantless surveillance of U.S. citizens, has refused 
to renew the Patriot Act. Our allies in Europe are outraged about the CIA's alleged use of "black site" 
detention facilities there, and European leaders have pressured Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
into promising that the United States does not engage in torture. Nowhere, however, has the White 
House policy retreat been more evident than in Sen. John McCain's legislation banning inhumane and 
degrading treatment of detainees in U.S. custody at Guantanamo Bay and around the world. Despite 
months of fighting to carve out an exception for the CIA, President Bush felt obliged to endorse the 
ban without qualification once the House, following the Senate, adopted it by an overwhelming 
margin.  
 
But Democrats, who've grown ever bolder in their attacks against what they consider a lawless 
executive branch, shouldn't saddle up their high horses just yet—at least when it comes to condemning 
the abuse of prisoners on Guantanamo. True, the Bush administration's record on that score has been 
nothing short of shameful. Our government has, with its actions there, harmed apparently innocent 
people, alienated loyal allies, created a rallying cry for jihadists, and increased the dangers to our own 
troops if they're ever captured. What's overlooked in the smug condemnations, however, is that the 
Clinton administration helped pave the way for this current mess.  
 
We sometimes forget that during the Clinton presidency, the United States ran an extralegal detention 
camp on Guantanamo—and went to federal court to defend its right to do so. The camp during the 
Clinton years was by no means the nightmarish operation it is now; certainly, there weren't allegations 
of torture. But Guantanamo under Clinton produced its own share of suffering and abuses—and 
perhaps most important for today, the court decision that shut it down was eventually wiped off the 
books, thanks to legal maneuvers by the Clinton Justice Department. 
 
A smidgen of history: Our first Guantanamo detention camp was established in the late stages of the 
George H.W. Bush presidency. The detainees there weren't terror suspects, but 300 innocent Haitian 
refugees seeking safe haven from the military regime that ousted Haiti's democratically elected leader, 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, in September 1991. These refugees—brought to Guantanamo after the U.S. 
Coast Guard intercepted their vessels on the high seas between Haiti and Cuba—faced a terrible 
predicament. In interviews with U.S. immigration officials, they'd all proved a legitimate fear of 
political persecution were they to be returned to Haiti. Under U.S. policy, they should have been 
promptly flown to the American mainland (as were a number of other Haitians). But then this small 
group of men, women, and children also tested positive for HIV. Fear of AIDS was still extreme at that 
time, and the Bush administration refused to let these hapless refugees into the country. So, instead 
they were detained in a remote corner of Guantanamo with no prospect of release.  



 
All this would only seem to give Democrats more ammunition to criticize the president today: like 
father, like son. But of course, the Bush dynasty was interrupted by Bill Clinton in 1992—and his 
record on Guantanamo was an ugly one. Despite signals on the campaign trail that he intended to shut 
down the camp, Clinton changed his mind. As a result, the refugees remained, even after he assumed 
office, in leaky barracks with poor sanitation, surrounded by razor wire and guard towers. They 
responded with a hunger strike, and after raucous protests against their confinement, a number were 
thrown in the naval brig as if they were criminals. (Here's a videotape of a crackdown against the 
Haitians while Bush I was still running the camp.) Worse still, federal authorities refused to release the 
sickest Haitians, even though military physicians on Guantanamo lacked the means to treat them. 
 
The Clinton White House justified this atrocious conduct in terms that sound strikingly familiar today. 
Justice Department attorneys maintained that foreigners held by the United States at Guantanamo Bay 
have absolutely no legal rights, whether under the Constitution, federal statutes, or international law. 
According to this logic, the Clinton White House was free to treat the detainees however it pleased. 
(There was some plagiarism here. The Clinton folks took this argument from the Bush administration 
lawyers who'd first defended the camp.) 
 
The Haitians were luckier than today's detainees; American law students and human rights lawyers 
took up their cause, and more than a year after the camp was established, the case finally came to trial 
in a federal district court in Brooklyn, N.Y. The judge ultimately rejected Clinton's position and issued 
what now seems, with the benefit of hindsight, like a critically important decision. The Haitians on 
Guantanamo, he ruled, were entitled to constitutional due process, including the right to a lawyer, the 
right to proper medical care, and the right not to be held indefinitely without charge. The judge 
reasoned that because Guantanamo Bay is under the "complete jurisdiction and control" of the United 
States, prisoners there had to be accorded certain fundamental constitutional rights. 
 
In response, the Clinton administration finally shut down the camp and allowed the Haitians to come to 
the United States. At the same time, though, the administration managed to undo the new precedent 
recognizing due process rights for foreigners on Guantanamo. In negotiations with attorneys for the 
refugees, the Justice Department agreed that it would not appeal the ruling, but only if the lower court 
decision was vacated—that is, erased from the books. The refugees' lawyers agreed to the deal because 
they feared they would lose if the case went to the Supreme Court, which had already intervened in 
favor of the government at earlier stages of the litigation. As a result, the judge's landmark decision 
that due process applies on Guantanamo doesn't exist anymore, technically speaking. 
 
Why did the Clinton Justice Department insist on snuffing out the precedential value of the 
Guantanamo ruling? In later interviews, Clinton national security officials explained that they feared 
future refugee crises in the Caribbean and couldn't afford a court precedent that might limit their 
options for handling the situation. Using words that have a prophetic ring today, one official 
commented that White House advisers wanted "maximum flexibility" on Guantanamo, "confident that 
they would do the right thing but not wanting to be forced by the law to have to do so."  
 
Flash-forward to late 2001, shortly after the 9/11 attacks. While U.S. forces were rounding up terrorist 
suspects on the battlefield in Afghanistan, the current Bush administration asked Justice Department 
lawyers to identify any legal constraints against detaining those suspects at—you guessed it—



Guantanamo Bay. The lawyers concluded that the detainees would have no right to challenge their 
detention in court. And sure enough, their legal memo noted that the 1993 Haitian decision on due 
process had been vacated and was of no concern. Less than a month later, the first terrorist suspects 
arrived on Guantanamo in heavy shackles and orange jumpsuits. (For those of you who like to play 
Who's Who: The co-author of the Guantanamo memo was former Justice Department attorney John 
Yoo, who also co-wrote the so-called torture memo of August 2002. Yoo, oddly enough, was a 
classmate of the law students at Yale who helped litigate the Haitian case.) 
 
Was the Clinton effort to vacate the Haitian case central to the Bush administration's decision to reopen 
Guantanamo as a detention camp? No. Certainly, any ruling that the due process clause applies to 
foreigners on Guantanamo would have been a thorn in the administration's side, and lawyers for the 
detainees would presumably have relied on it in brief after brief. But even if the Haitian precedent 
were still on the books, it probably would have had little influence on the White House. It was, after 
all, only a trial court ruling, meaning no higher federal court would have been bound by it. So, the 
Bush administration could simply have argued that the case was wrongly decided and need not be 
followed. As events actually played out, the Justice Department's 2001 legal memo focused largely on 
a couple of Supreme Court cases—particularly the Johnson v. Eisentrager ruling about German war 
criminals held by the United States in Europe—in predicting that the court would give the back of its 
hand to detainees held on Guantanamo.  
 
The great irony is that both the Bush administration in 2001 and the Haitians' lawyers in 1993 seem to 
have guessed incorrectly about the Supreme Court. Indeed, a majority of the justices apparently agree 
with the district court in the Haitian case that at least some elements of the Constitution apply on 
Guantanamo. In 2004, the court ruled in Rasul v. Bush that terrorist suspects confined at Guantanamo 
do have the right to challenge their detention (under the federal habeas corpus statute). And in a 
striking footnote that may be the most important part of the opinion, the court wrote that it is 
"unquestionably" a "violation of the Constitution or laws or treaties of the United States" to use 
Guantanamo to indefinitely detain people who aren't trying to blow us to pieces. In short, President 
Bush cannot lock up people on Guantanamo based on unsubstantiated claims that they're terrorists, and 
President Clinton shouldn't have warehoused innocent HIV-positive Haitians there, either. 
 
The Haitian case may have predicted the views of a majority of the justices, but its real impact—had it 
remained on the books—wouldn't likely have been in court. Rather, it would have been in the broader 
public debate it could have sparked. Media coverage about the precedent might have ensured that the 
ugly history of a Guantanamo without legal constraints—Bill Clinton's Guantanamo—became part of 
the national discussion. And the broadly debated cautionary tale of what went wrong there more than a 
decade ago might have helped rein in our current leaders before so many mistakes were made. As it 
was, though, Clinton lawyers got the case wiped off the record—and unfortunately, it seems, from our 
collective consciousness. 
 
 
Brandt Goldstein is the author of Storming the Court (Scribner 2005), the story of Yale law students 
and human rights lawyers who shut down the first Guantanamo detention camp.  
 
 
 



 
Quebec peacekeeper killed in Haiti   
Dec 20 2005  
CBC News 
 
A former Mountie from Quebec has died after being shot during an ambush while on a United Nations 
peacekeeping mission in Haiti. 
 
Mark Bourque, 57, of Stoneham, Que., was one of 25 retired police officers that Canada sent in 
October to join the UN mission trying to stabilize Haiti before an election. 
 
A UN spokesperson said Bourque and another peacekeeper were patrolling in a Port-au-Prince slum on 
Tuesday morning when two unknown men opened fire on their vehicle.  
 
Damien Anses Cardona of the United Nations Stabilization Mission said Bourque was shot in the leg 
and lost a lot of blood, later dying in hospital.  
 
The other policeman escaped injury, Cardona said.  
 
Prime Minister Paul Martin offered his condolences to the victim's family. 
 
"Mr. Bourque was in Haiti as part of Canada's efforts to promote good governance and democracy, and 
his work there exemplified to the world the finest of Canada's values," Martin said in a statement.  
 
"Canada condemns this senseless act of violence. We are profoundly saddened by the loss of a fellow 
Canadian who served his country with distinction both at home and abroad."  
 
RCMP in Montreal told CBC News that Bourque retired two years ago after 35 years on the force.  
 
The United Nations is investigating his death.  
 
Several UN peacekeepers have been killed since the UN mission in Haiti began in 2004, after the 
ouster of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide.  
 
The UN force consists of about 1,600 members from 33 countries, including about 25 retired and 100 
serving police officers from Canada.  
 
The peacekeeping force is commanded by RCMP Chief Supt. Graham Muir.  
 
Haiti's presidential and legislative election was initially scheduled for mid-November, but it has been 
repeatedly postponed due to street violence and other problems. It's now scheduled to take place early 
in 2006.   



 
Under Secretary of State Visits Haiti on December 20 
Visit will underscore U.S. support for timely democratic elections 
December 20, 2005 
US State Dept. 
 
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns is leading a U.S. delegation to Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, on December 20, the State Department announced. 
 
Burns' visit, said the State Department, serves to emphasize U.S. support for "timely democratic 
elections in Haiti" and for the country’s ongoing political and economic reforms.  Haiti’s elections are 
scheduled to take place in January 2006. 
 
For additional information on U.S. policies, see Haiti. 
 
Following is the text of the State Department announcement: 
 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Office of the Spokesman 
December 20, 2005 
 
Statement by Sean McCormack, Spokesman 
Under Secretary Burns' Travel to Haiti 
 
Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns is leading a U.S. government delegation 
to Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on December 20, 2005. During this one-day visit, he will meet with leaders of 
Haiti's interim government, as well as representatives of civil society, the business community, and the 
United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH). This visit underscores the United States' 
support for timely democratic elections in Haiti in January and solidarity with Haiti's continuing 
process of political transition and economic  



Senior State Department Official Visits Haiti  
By David Gollust  
Washington 
VOA News 
21 December 2005 
   
The State Department's third-ranking official led a U.S. delegation on a visit to Haiti Tuesday. The 
one-day mission by Under-Secretary of State for Political Affairs Nicholas Burns was to underline 
U.S. support for Haiti's presidential and legislative elections next month.  
 
The United States has high hopes that the January 8th elections will help put Haiti on a path to stability 
after the violence and political turmoil that have plagued the Caribbean country in recent years.  
 
Mr. Burns' trip, announced only after he departed for Port-au-Prince, is the latest in a series of high-
level U.S. visits that included a similar mission by Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in late 
September. 
 
Haitians are to go to the polls to elect a new president and parliament to replace the interim 
administration that has run the country since former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide left in February 
of 2004 in the face of an armed uprising. 
 
Mr. Aristide's Lavalas party remains a powerful force in the country and an Aristide protégé, former 
president Rene Preval, is considered the front runner in the presidential race. 
 
Mr. Preval has said that, if elected, he would not oppose a return of Mr. Aristide from exile in South 
Africa, a move some experts believe could mean renewed unrest.  
 
Asked about that prospect at a news briefing, State Department Spokesman Sean McCormack said that 
during her Haiti visit Secretary Rice and others in her delegation detected little or no support for a 
return by the former leader.  
 
He said U.S. officials believe Haitians are looking forward to a different kind of future, and that is 
what the United States and other countries assisting Haiti are trying to help achieve: 
 
"Mr. Aristide left of his own volition. He is now in South Africa. I haven't seen any indication that he 
is going to be returning to Haiti. And I think the Haitian people are looking beyond their recent past, 
again which had been unfortunately marked by violence, factionalism, cronyism, non-transparent 
governance and corruption, and they're trying to turn a new page in their history," he said. 
 
Mr. Burns had meetings with the Haitian interim administration, members of the business community 
and civil society and with officials of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti. 
 
The 88-hundred member U.N. mission has helped keep the peace since its arrival in June of last year.  
 
News reports from Port-au-Prince say a Canadian police officer with the U.N. force was killed 
Tuesday in an ambush in a slum neighborhood on the outskirts of the capital. 



 
Armed gangs believed linked to Mr. Aristide have engaged in near-daily clashes with members of the 
U.N. mission and there are fears they may try to disrupt next month's elections. 
 
Mr. Aristide denies fomenting violence, but maintains he was forced from office by the United States 
and some supporters say he is still Haiti's rightful leader. 
 
- 



 
Gunmen wound three U.N. soldiers in Haiti 
19 Dec 2005  
Source: Reuters 
By Joseph Guyler Delva 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, Dec 19 (Reuters) - Three Chilean soldiers with the U.N. peacekeeping 
force in Haiti were ambushed and shot in the troubled Caribbean nation, which holds elections next 
month, U.N. officials said on Monday. 
 
A U.N. civilian spokesman in Haiti, Damian Onses-Cardona, said the wounded peacekeepers were 
members of a road reconnaissance mission on Friday in Plaisance, a town between the northern cities 
of Gonaives and Cap-Haitien. 
 
"Two U.N. soldiers received minor injuries and the other one, more seriously hit in the left arm, was 
repatriated to Chile on Sunday," Onses-Cardona said. 
 
Haiti has scheduled legislative and presidential elections for Jan. 8 amid concerns over security in a 
country gripped by political and gang violence and a spate of kidnappings since a bloody rebellion 
forced President Jean-Bertrand Aristide from power on Feb. 29, 2004. 
 
Onses-Cardona said the two peacekeepers who were slightly wounded would resume work on Monday 
and that such incidents would not deter U.N. forces -- which number nearly 7,300 soldiers and 1,600 
police -- from carrying out their mission. 
 
Seven U.N. peacekeepers have died since the deployment of the U.N. mission to stabilize Haiti in 
June, 2004 -- four of them in accidents. Thirty others have been wounded, according to U.N. officials.  
 



 
The East is being bombarded with drugs, Justice Minister warn  
The authorities have yet to explain the landing 4 months ago 
The Dominican Today 
December 20, 2005  
   
SANTO DOMINGO.-  The country is being "bombarded" with drug shipments sent on small planes to 
the East coasts, amounts of narcotics described as "serious and very serious" coming here by air.  
 
Justice minister Francisco Domínguez made the warning today, in reference to the case of the small 
plane suspected of transporting drugs, arms or terrorists which landed and left abandoned Saturday 
dawn in the Eastern Motorway, some 10 kilometers from San Pedro.  
 
"I yes believe that he is serious and he is very serious. Understand that Dominican Republic is 
receiving large amount of drugs, mainly in the coasts of the East through flights, small planes, and that 
concerns us greatly," he said, adding that in his view Haiti is the main stopover used to take drugs to 
other nations.  
 
"That concerns us greatly, because there are two modalities, basically in Haiti, that apparently 
continues being the source for using Dominican Republic as a bridge. And from Haiti it comes here 
and afterwards from here to Europe or to the United States," he said. 
 
Dominguez, interviewed this morning by Cristian Jimenez and Luisin Mejia on Channel 9, said that 
“we have seen in the last months some cases of small planes that until now it cannot be said that they 
were linked to drugs, but there is a presumption that they are,” said the official. 
 
At dawn Saturday a single-engine 5 passenger capacity plane landed in the Eastern Motorway, under 
similar circumstances to another landing 4 months ago, in that same road, whose occupants after 
deplaning allegedly torched it and fled in several SUVs and motorcycles that waited for them.  
 
The authorities have yet to explain that irregular incursion.  
 
However, authorities have stated their belief that in that small plane were brought weapons, drugs or 
even terrorists, a presumption also for the other small plane, with the difference that the latest was not 
burned, reason why the authorities expect to find clues to advance an investigation. 
  



In Haiti, Preval Presidential Front-Runner; Nearly Half (47 percent) Call for Simeus to Appear 
on Ballot; New NOAH-TDG Poll 
US Newswire 
12/19/2005  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
To: National and International Desks  
 
Contact: Joe Baptiste of the National Organization for the Advancement of Haitians (NOAH), 301-
980-4768; or Lincoln Minor of The Democracy Group (TDG), 443-482-9785  
 
WASHINGTON, Dec. 19 /U.S. Newswire/ -- With less than a month before the scheduled first round 
of presidential elections in Haiti, candidate Rene Preval appears the clear front-runner among the 
candidates currently on the ballot, according to a new NOAH-TDG poll.  
 
The poll results show Preval leading with 30 percent, followed by Charles-Henry Baker, who takes 7 
percent support. Marc Bazin and Evans Paul trail, tied with 5 percent apiece.  
 
Significantly, Dumarsais Simeus, previously rejected from the ballot, receives more than a third of 
support (34 percent). Nearly half of Haitian voters (47 percent) say that Simeus should be allowed on 
the ballot. 
 
The survey of 703 registered voters was conducted nationwide in Haiti from Sunday through 
Wednesday (November 6-16, 2005). The margin of error is plus/minus 3.7 percentage points.  
 
Pollster Shawnta Walcott: "Haitian voters (31 percent) say that Mr. Preval is the candidate that they 
trust most to lead the country -- out of the candidates on the ballot -- and he receives the highest 
favorable ratings, at 67 percent with a favorable impression. 
 
"Clearly Mr. Preval will benefit if Mr. Simeus is not allowed to participate. But, the question is, who 
will Mr. Simeus throw his support behind?  
 
"They say that one never knows what may happen in Haiti until it does, but if our poll proves true, 
what will this mean for political detainees Father Gerard Jean-Juste, Yvon Neptune... and let us not 
forget the 'exiled' Aristide?" 
 
The National Organization for the Advancement of Haitians (NOAH) was founded in 1991 as a not-
for-profit social policy corporation in response to the refugee crisis resulting from political unrest and 
upheaval in Haiti. Incorporated in Washington, D.C., with chapters in Los Angeles, Miami, New York, 
Chicago, Atlanta, and Port-au-Prince, NOAH serves as a national, non-partisan organization dedicated 
to the restoration and preservation of democracy in Haiti. 
 
The Democracy Group, LLC (TDG) conducted interviews of 703 registered voters chosen at random 
in Haiti nationwide. All interviews were conducted face-to-face by native French/Creole speakers 
trained in the field of survey research. Interviews were conducted from Nov. 6 through Nov. 16. The 



margin of error is plus/minus 3.7 percentage points. Slight weights were added to region, to more 
accurately reflect the voting population. Margins of error are higher in sub-groups. 
 
Pollster Shawnta Watson Walcott is a partner in The Democracy Group, LLC and served as the 
communications director for Zogby International during 2004 Presidential election in the U.S. In Haiti, 
Walcott headed-up the Electoral Information Centers for the National Democratic Institute during the 
2000 Presidential election. 
 
For more information regarding The Democracy Group, LLC, visit The Democracy Group Web site at 
http://www.thedemocracygroup.com. 



 
Haiti's election dates have now been reset again: 
Bay Area Indymedia 
December 19, 2005 
 
Haiti's election dates have now been reset for the fourth time in the last five months. The Interim 
Government of Haiti (IGH) will now miss the February 7, 2005 deadline for transferring power that it 
had promised to meet for 21 months.  
 
Voting registration stretched past the August deadline into October, because registration facilities were 
not installed in poor urban and rural areas. An international outcry pushed the CEP to expand the 
opportunities to register, and eventually about 3.5 million people reportedly registered, out of an 
estimated pool of 4.2 million eligible citizens. The latest schedule calls for a first round of Presidential 
and legislative elections on January 8, a runoff election on February 15, and local elections on March 
5. Several remaining hurdles make reaching this goal unlikely, including distributing electoral cards, 
printing the ballots, recruiting and training electoral officials and establishing enough voting centers. 
The electoral cards pose a particular challenge.  
 
The distribution of the electoral cards is complicated, involving alphabetical order and date of 
registration, and the urban and rural poor who had so much difficulty registering often lack access to 
radio, television or other means of hearing the announcements. The schedule leaves five weeks before 
the first round to distribute the cards (and hire and train officials and find facilities for voting centers, 
which the CEP announced it was starting to do on November 30), when registration alone took over 
five months. Those particular five weeks may be the hardest of the year to get things done. They 
include Christmas, Haiti's Independence Day on January 1 and the beginning of Carnaval season on 
January 8, and much of that is school vacation.  
 



 
Violence overshadows presidential campaign in Haiti  
UN's security forces the key to success in replacing ousted Aristide  
Duncan Campbell in Port-au-Prince 
Tuesday December 20, 2005 
The Guardian Unlimited 
 
 
The ancient family Bible in the room of Charlito Baker's heavily guarded presidential campaign 
headquarters is open at the page of Isaiah 54, verses 11 -17. "O afflicted city, lashed by storms and not 
comforted," runs the passage, "no weapon forged against you will prevail and you will refute every 
tongue that accuses you." 
Just over two centuries after the revolt that made Haiti the first Caribbean island to escape colonialism 
and slavery, the afflicted nation is again lashed by storms real and metaphorical and there is no 
shortage of weapons and accusing tongues. 
 
On January 8, three and half million registered voters are due to choose between 34 candidates for the 
presidency. The election has already been postponed three times and may still be delayed further 
because of the country's problems. If no candidate wins more than 50% of the vote, there will be a run-
off in February between the first two. A new president should thus take office some two years after the 
forced departure in 2004 of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who will watch the election from exile in 
South Africa. 
The race is under way, with posters splashed across the corrugated fences of the main cities, campaign 
songs blasting out on the radio and graffiti painted on battered walls of slums behind piles of rotting 
rubbish and scavenging dogs. 
 
The biggest problem is security. The UN, in the shape of its mission, Minustah, now has 7,000 troops 
from Latin America and Asia on duty and life is calmer. But law and order is fragile and kidnappings 
are running at around 50 a month. One day last month, 14 people, including a US missionary, were 
seized in Port-au-Prince. The kidnappings are for money, with up to $100,000 being demanded in 
ransom. 
 
In the most violent part of the capital, Cité Soleil, there are daily gunfights between the chimeres or 
gangs, some still loyal to Aristide, and Minustah forces. Many Haitians, including Mr Baker's grown-
up children, have left the country, joining the diaspora in the US, Canada, across the border in the 
Dominican Republic and in Europe. 
 
"My children are very scared but very proud," said Mr Baker, the right's most prominent candidate 
whose role models are Ronald Reagan, John F Kennedy and the Bushes and whose victory would be 
welcomed by the US government which engineered the removal of Mr Aristide. 
 
Mr Baker would bring back the army, he said, reform agriculture, re-establish tourism. As for security, 
he said Cité Soleil and other violent areas could be sorted out by a determined military presence such 
as the US marines. "It's not that big a problem, there are probably only about 200 people terrorising 
300,000. These guys will have to move on because I'm moving in." 
 



Mr Baker is one nine hopeful candidates from across the political spectrum who at the end of last 
month announced a pact that would mean, in a run-off, that all of them would support whichever of 
them was in the top two. 
 
This has been interpreted as a pact to defeat the current favourite, René Préval, the former president, 
described as "Aristide's twin". He is seen as the likeliest to garner the votes of Mr Aristide's supporters, 
although he is deliberately not running under the banner of the exiled president's old party. 
 
At the launch of his campaign last week, Mr Préval said he would welcome Mr Aristide back, would 
respect the constitution and deal with Cité Soleil by negotiation and force if necessary 
 
The elections are dependent on the situation being calm enough for people to vote. The man 
responsible for ensuring this is the UN head of mission, Juan Valdés, a Chilean human rights activist 
who was in exile during Chile's Pinochet years. "I do not believe the elections will be a real solution 
but it will generate a new political scenario, it will generate a legitimate authority," he said. 
 
"The country is in an extremely difficult situation but we believe that these will be probably the 
cleanest and most transparent elections ever held here." 
 
Mr Valdés is adamant the situation is improving and blames the media for exaggerating the violence in 
the country. "They say there is total chaos. This is a lie. Cité Soleil is a wound but it is not the entire 
body. This is a city of rumours and conspiracies, a city full of echoes." 
 
He accused the media of painting "a catastrophic image of Haiti ... It is clear that military action will 
never solve the problems of Cité Soleil or the shanty towns. The majority of the population will not be 
free until there is a social policy that is worth the name." 
 
"There is a climate of insecurity on an alarming scale," said Renan Hédouville, the lawyer who runs 
the human rights group Carli from a modest office which carries the Martin Niemöller credo ("First 
they came for the communists ...") on its door. "The first human right is security", he said, "without it, 
the others cannot blossom." 
 
Up in Cap Haitien on the north coast, groups of young men are sceptical about it. "Aristide is still the 
legal president so we won't be participating," said Tele, one of three young men sitting by a football 
pitch created by Minustah's Chilean troops as part of an attempt to win hearts and minds. "When 
Aristide was here at least there was hope but we don't trust the people running." 
 
Outside the palace in Port-au-Prince, Jean Robert gestured at the statues of the heroes of the Haitian 
revolution of 200 years ago and said: "We hear about those heroes and we see the leaders we have 
today. The guys today have no vision beyond filling up their pockets." 
 
For many the key issue is just having enough to eat. Manushka Joseph, 26, unemployed, in Port-au-
Prince, said: "The first thing they have to do is lower the price of food, but I think the election is going 
to go fine. There's a lot of will for it to happen." 
 
Other hopefuls 



 
Marc Bazin 
 
Both former ally and former adversary of Aristide. "With the elections, not everything will be solved 
but without them nothing will be solved," the economist and ex-World Bank official says. "My aim is 
to put together a government of national unity to find a consensus." Of the idea of Aristide's return, he 
says: "Nothing can work with him here." 
 
Guy Philippe 
 
Ex-police commissioner who led the armed movement that triggered Aristide's flight last year after 
Haiti became increasingly chaotic. But he is not seen as a likely winner. He says he would let Aristide 
return under an amnesty. "The elections themselves are not going to change Haiti," he says. "But we 
need them because we need a legitimate government." 
 



 
The minstrels of Haiti A performance of perversion 
Analysis  
Rickey Singh 
The Jamaica Observer 
Sunday, December 18, 2005 
  
The latest painful drama in Haiti, being played out on the political stage and High Court, involves the 
sacking of five judges by the United States-created interim regime in Port-au-Prince over allegation of 
judicial impropriety, on one hand, and claims of political interference in the judiciary on the other. 
  
Rickey Singh   
This development, unprecedented since the end of the long nightmare of Duvalierist dictatorship in 
1986 and the September 30, 1991 military coup against the first-ever popularly elected Haitian 
President, Jean-Bertrand Aristide, has serious implications for our Caribbean Community of which 
Haiti is a member. 
 
The sacked judges' 'crime" was to ignore the shared positions of the interim government and the 
Provisional Electoral Council (PEC) that a presidential aspirant with dual Haiti-USA citizenship, 
Dumarsais Simeus, was ineligible to be a candidate for next month's election. 
 
They ruled in Simeus' favour. 
However, in the absence of availability of a written judgement in support of the ruling, I have learnt 
that there may be more in the mortar than the pestle, serious enough to raise questions on transparency 
and integrity. 
For a start, the judges' endorsement of Simeus'candidacy seems to conflict with the provisions of the 
Haitian constitution (Articles 15 and 135) which address eligibility factors for presidential candidates. 
 
Key criteria include renouncing of any foreign citizenship as well as the requirement to be living in 
Haiti for at least five years prior to the date for an election. Simeus has dual Haitian-American 
citizenship and has been living in the USA for some 42 years. 
 
If, therefore, the constitutional provisions were taken into consideration in the case of Simeus, then 
who violated the constitution - the dismissed judges, or the Electoral Council that had determined him 
to be disqualified as a presidential candidate? 
If the judges are the violators - for whatever questionable reasons - how and when will that ruling be 
overturned? 
 
At the time of writing, the affected judges had refused to recognise the official sacking order and 
turned up for work but could not work; their supporters in the judicial system, including magistrates, 
went on strike and sought to block attempts to swear in new judges, as uncertainty deepened about 
finding a practical, face-saving resolution. 
  
The developments surfaced as CARICOM and the African Union (AU) were finalising plans to send a 
joint mission to Haiti to assess the arrangements to ensure credible parliamentary and presidential 
elections, now expected late next month - after four postponements. 



 
Lacking in popular support and with its legitimacy an issue among conflicting interests and factions, 
the interim regime's capacity to foster a rule of law environment, even with an estimated 8000-strong 
United Nations peace-keeping force on the ground, has proved elusive since its creation some 22 
months ago. 
 
Haiti's seat in the Councils of CARICOM remains vacant pending the formation of a legitimate 
government, based on the coming internationally supervised parliamentary presidential elections. 
 
Like all participating countries of CARICOM, Haiti too is expected to confirm to the essential criteria 
of membership with independence of the judiciary being a cornerstone, and soon to be supported by a 
proposed legally-binding "Charter of Civil Society". 
 
Consequently, any possibility of engagement with the regime in Port-au-Prince, even by the few 
CARICOM governments that have been thinking about it, would have been shattered by the hasty 
ordering into "retirement" of the five judges, as authorised by the interim duo of President Boniface 
Alexandre and Prime Minister Gerard Latortue. 
 
The 65-year-old Simeus, who owns one of the biggest food businesses as a black millionaire, was 
among 54 presidential candidates who had registered last September with the Electoral Council, the 
body responsible for conducting elections. 
 
But 22 of them, including Simeus, were deemed ineligible candidates, for varying reasons, in his case 
dual citizenship and long, continuous years of absence from Haiti. 
 
Between registering as a presidential candidate and preparing to challenge his exclusion, first by the 
PEC and later a government-appointed commision, approved by President Alexandre - former Chief 
Justice - an opinion poll had confirmed Simeus's rising popularity, second only to that of Rene Preval - 
former President and Aristide's ally. 
 
It is also being suggested that he is a favoured candidate of the US government. 
 
A pertinent question as the showdown continued late last week in Port-au-Prince between the interim 
regime and the sacked judges and supporters of Simeus, is the serious damage already done to judicial 
integrity and independence amid preparations for the much delayed parliamentary and presidential 
elections. 
 
Now that Alexandre and Latortue have participated in what is pereceived beyond Haiti in open 
political interference in the judiciary - a development they are yet to properly explain - the question for 
Alexandre (Latortue will soon be far away from Haiti), is: 
 
Does today's interim president consider himself fit to return as head of Haiti's judiciary when a 
legitimate government is in place, under the presidency of, say, Preval, or whoever - even Simeus 
should a face-saving formula be found with the Electoral Council for the Texas-based millionaire to 
remain in the presidential race? 
 



In the meantime there continues to be increasing protests by international human rights bodies as well 
as the UN Commission on Human Rights, over the comtinuing imprisonment without trial of known 
pro-Aristide activists, among them the Roman Catholic priest Jean Juste. 
 
He maintains that his arrest last July was designed to prevent him from contesting the coming 
presidential candidacy of Aristide's Lavalas party. 
 



 
Seeking Haiti-DR reconciliation, Fernandez orders rally suspended   
The Dominican Today 
December 17, 2005 
  
 SANTO DOMINGO.- President Leonel Fernandez "does not want manifestations that can induce, 
misinterpret and produce violence against the Haitian citizens," and suspended a reception rally that his 
governing PLD party planned for his return.  
 
The National Palace press chief made the announcement yesterday, a day after the Supreme Court’s 
verdict that determines the conditions under which a foreigner can qualify for the Dominican 
nationality.  
 
According to Rafael Núñez, Fernandez suspended the mass welcoming rally in order to "not throw 
more firewood to the fire" and avoiding to exacerbating the spirits and that awaken an anti-Haitian 
feeling. The President does not want manifestations that can induce, misinterpret and produce violence 
against the Haitian citizens." 
 
Fernandez communicated his instructions from abroad –where he visited Haiti, Mexico and Florida- 
against the event to the PLD’s leadership and to the Presidency’s Chief of staff, Danilo Medina. "The 
President does not want that type of reception and communicated it so and I suppose that he (Medina) 
communicated it to the PLD, but no massive no manifestations," said Núñez. 
 
The spokesman added that "at most the members of the Political Committee of the PLD will be able to 
go" the morning of today to the San Isidro Airbase to receive the President, slated to return at 12 noon. 
  



 
Haiti : According to CEPAL, there was growth in 2005  
Friday 16 December 2005 
AlterPresse, Haiti 
 
Translated from French by Max Blanchet 
 
P-au-P., 16 Dec. 05 [AlterPresse] --- The economy grew by 1.5% during 2005 while it shrank by 3.8% 
in 2004 according to a report issued on December 15 by the UN Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (CEPAL.) 
 
In spite of the growth in GDP, for the sixth year in a row it remains substantially lower than was 
projected according to CEPAL’s report. 
 
Among the factors that explain this situation, the report mentions the slow pace of disbursement of 
foreign assistance and the negative impact of the increase in the price of petroleum. 
 
According to CEPAL, investment and consumption have remained modest during the year that is 
ending while there has been an increase in exports (6.9%) attributable to a certain "dynamism" of the 
export industries. 
 
According to that document entitled, "Preliminary Assessment of the Economies of Latin America and 
the Caribbean," importations experienced a moderate growth of 2.2%. 
 
The growth of 1.5% stems essentially from the positive difference between exportation and 
importation while investments grew by 0.5%. 
 
The report also notes the decrease in the inflation rate of 5 percentage points; it now stands at 15.2%. 
 
Among the productive sectors that tend to be reactivated are electricity production (41% growth) and 
to a lesser extent the construction sector. 
 
The report stresses that the unstable political situation represents one of the predominant factors 
shaping the behavior of the Haitian economy. 
 
According to the report, Haiti has received to date 567 million dollars of the 1 billion dollars promised 
by the international community in July 2004. 
 
A passing grade was given to the interim government in terms of its management of the economy. 
"The goals set with regard to fiscal deficit, monetary control, inflation and net international reserves 
seem to have been achieved with a relative success," notes the report. 
 
This timid recovery has not been felt by the population and social sectors have not stopped clamoring 
during 2005 for a reduction in the price of petroleum products, basic commodities and school fees. [gp 
apr 16/12/2005 22:00] 
 



Coast Guard Rescues 20 Haitians Stranded Near Hobe Sound 
December 16, 2005 
Local 10 News, South Florida 
 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. -- The Coast Guard said about 20 Haitian migrants were rescued 
Thursday after they became stranded in a boat near Hobe Sound. 
 
Authorities said they located the 27-foot boat shortly before 1 p.m. 
 
Someone on the boat apparently called authorities and said people aboard were sick and had no water. 
 
Officials were able to trace the cell phone call and locate the boat about 10 miles east of the Hobe 
Sound area of Martin County. 
 
All occupants were taken into custody while immigration officials decided whether they should be sent 
back to Haiti. 
 
Authorities said the migrants were tired and dehydrated, but they appeared to be all right.  
  
  



 
Schism threatens Haitians' political progressSouth Florida's Haitian-American community 
struggles to come together to increase its political clout. 
BY JACQUELINE CHARLES 
Miami Herald 
December 19, 2005 
 
Old loyalties, bitter infighting and even ousted Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide stand in the 
way of South Florida's Haitian community expanding its political clout. 
 
The divisions were once again evident last week as Miami-Dade County commissioners zeroed in on a 
replacement for retiring commissioner Barbara Carey-Shuler. Across town several Haitian-American 
leaders met inside a cavernous Little Haiti community center seemingly ready to announce their choice 
and flaunt their political weight. 
 
Instead, an hour after their press conference was set to begin, the leaders called the whole thing off. 
They could not agree on which Haitian-American candidate to support. 
 
The battle over Carey-Shuler's seat stands as a harbinger of the schism within the Haitian-American 
community that threatens to derail bids by Haitian Americans to extend their political reach beyond 
Miami and Tallahassee to Washington. And Aristide has become the spoiler from afar -- with pro-
Aristide local radio personalities and other power brokers using political candidates' support for 
Aristide as a litmus test for backing local campaigns. 
 
Compounding that dynamic are growing tensions between Miami-Dade's African-American political 
machinery -- which doesn't want to give up any of its hard-fought gains -- and up-and-coming Haitian-
American leaders. 
 
`THE BIGGER PICTURE' 
 
''The disloyal and unnecessary competition among Haitians makes it impossible for us to come 
together,'' said Dr. Laurinus Pierre, director of the Center for Haitian Studies in Little Haiti. ``We fight 
among each other, and we don't look at the bigger picture.'' 
 
The bigger picture involves Haitian Americans seeking to keep two legislative seats, and eyeing at 
least two county commission seats -- plus U.S. Rep. Kendrick Meek's congressional district, which 
covers one of the largest concentrations of Haitian Americans in the country. 
 
Among the political hopefuls: Gepsie Metellus, a Haitian-American community activist who spent 10 
years working for Carey-Shuler at the Miami-Dade County school district and county government. 
Metellus, fellow Haitian American and former Miami City Commission candidate Georges William 
and El Portal Mayor Audrey Edmonson, an African American and Carey-Shuler protégé, are all 
jockeying to be tapped by the county commission to replace Carey-Shuler, until an election next fall. 
 
Although the commission is likely to pick Carey-Shuler's choice -- Edmonson -- on Tuesday, Metellus 
says she intends to run for the seat in September. 



''There is a little voice in me that tells me I am ready for this,'' said Metellus, executive director of Sant 
La Haitian Neighborhood Center. 
Whether the Haitian-American community is ready to put its political muscle to the test remains to be 
seen. 
 
''I absolutely believe that they can do a real sweep,'' Marc Villain, a political advisor to several Haitian-
American politicians, said about those who plan to run next year. ``All they have to do is unite once 
and stay united for a year to pull it off. They've done it before, and they can do it again.'' 
 
Haitian Americans have been extending their political grip ever since Philippe Derose, now a North 
Miami Beach councilman, became the first Haitian American elected to public office in 1993, when he 
won a seat on the El Portal Village Council, becoming its mayor seven years later. 
 
In 2000, Phillip Brutus became the first Haitian American elected to the Florida Legislature. In 2001, 
Brutus' political rival, former North Miami Mayor Josaphat ''Joe'' Celestin became the first Haitian-
American mayor of a large Miami-Dade city. 
 
Surpassing 245,000 in Miami-Dade, Haitian Americans are leading South Florida's black growth and 
building a middle class. But now, reeling from Aristide's February 2004 forced departure from a 
chaotic Haiti, Haitian Americans have become increasingly divided. 
 
''The stability of Haiti is extremely important for the advancement of Haitian-American politics in 
Miami,'' said Jacques Despinosse, one of two Haitians on the North Miami City Council. ``Good or 
bad, Duvalier did one thing for us. He united us.'' 
 
Just as Cuban leader Fidel Castro serves as a catalyst for Miami's Cuban-American community to unite 
against him, Jean-Claude ''Baby Doc'' Duvalier's regime kept Haitian exiles unified. 
 
Realizing that citizenship translated into power at the ballot box, Haitian refugees became U.S. 
citizens. Today, there are eight Haitian Americans in local public office. 
 
''Now, we need each other more than ever,'' said Despinosse, noting past efforts to bring elected 
Haitian Americans together have been stymied by rivalries and distrust. ``We've become self-
destructive.'' 
 
Nowhere was this more evident than in this year's mayor's race in North Miami where Haitians 
outnumber other ethnic groups. 
 
In a campaign fought on Creole-language radio, a group of Aristide supporters led a divide-and-
conquer attack against North Miami mayoral candidate Jean Monestime, portraying the former boat 
refugee and Aristide opponent as an uppity politician disconnected from average, working people. 
Monestime lost the race, and the Haitian community lost its majority on the council. 
 
There are signs that efforts are under way to bridge the divide -- or, at the very least, create a mutual 
cease fire. 



For instance, after years of being considered public enemy No. 1 by members of the pro-Aristide grass-
roots group Veye Yo, Brutus, a Democrat, recently offered to lead a delegation to Haiti to try and free 
jailed former Miami activist and Aristide spokesman the Rev. Gerárd Jean-Juste. 
 
WELCOMES SUPPORT 
 
Brutus, who is considering challenging County Commissioner Dorrin Rolle, an African American, for 
his heavily Haitian District 2 seat, could not be reached for comment. 
 
Veye Yo spokesman Lavarice Gaudin said the group welcomes Brutus' involvement in the Jean-Juste 
case, though he would not go so far as to embrace Brutus for the District 2 commission seat. The group 
has no problem with the job Rolle is doing, Gaudin said. 
 
''We are not going to elect someone just because . . . you are Haitian,'' he said. 
 
Nevertheless, Carey-Shuler's resignation has fueled debate on both sides. 
Some Haitians say the commissioner missed a historic opportunity to help them finally get 
representation at the county level. Meanwhile, African Americans question why they should be 
expected to give up the seat when they still make up the largest voting bloc in the district. 
 
Noting Miami-Dade's changing black demographics, Metellus supporters say she has the ability to 
build coalitions between both groups because of her crossover appeal, and her intentions not to play 
identity politics. 
 
''It has never been my intention to run as a Haitian candidate . . . but as someone who can represent 
everyone,'' Metellus said. 
 
Christopher Malone, who teaches political science at Pace University in New York, said the 
community here is facing the same political maturation process that other immigrants faced throughout 
American history. 
 
''If you have the right leadership, it can be successful,'' Malone said. ``If you don't have an overarching 
enemy or something to unite these groups, the fragmentation becomes visible. The sad reality is, you 
get over it by finding another enemy.'' 
 
Former U.S. Rep. Carrie Meek said the Haitian-American community should not be criticized for 
wanting to raise its political profile. 
 
''If they don't challenge now, they will challenge soon. That is the way the system works,'' said Meek, 
whose son replaced her in Congress and may soon face a Haitian-American challenger. 
Eventually, she said, both native born and foreign-born blacks will have to come together for the 
greater good. 
''Unity is going to make all of us much stronger. When we isolate ourselves, there is very little we can 
do,'' she said. 
 



 
Doctors: Surgery on Girl's Face a Success  
By LAURA WIDES-MUNOZ  
Associated Press Writer 
The Baytown Sun 
December 20, 2005 
   
MIAMI (AP) -- A Haitian girl gave a thumbs up to doctors a day after they finished removing much of 
a 16-pound tumor-like mass that had engulfed her face. 
 
Doctors at Jackson Memorial Medical Center in Miami called the 17-hour procedure a success. It went 
so well they were able to remove the growth from both sides of 14-year-old Marlie Casseus' face, 
rather than just one side as planned, the doctors said Friday. 
 
Marlie was breathing on her own and was in stable condition at the center's Holtz Children's Hospital, 
said Dr. Jesus Gomez of the University of Miami School of Medicine, one of the surgeons involved in 
the operation. 
 
"She's doing extremely well. She's healing according to plan. She's extremely happy. We're extremely 
excited," an exhausted Gomez told reporters. 
   
Gomez said doctors are still concerned about the risk of infection. He called Marlie a brave girl. 
 
"I asked her in my broken Creole, 'Marlie if you're OK, give me thumbs up,' and she raised her thumb 
up," he said. 
 
Casseus suffers from a rare form of polyostotic fibrous dysplasia, a nonhereditary, genetic disease that 
causes bone to become swollen and jelly-like. Doctors said the pressure of the growth on her eye 
socket would have caused her to go blind if they hadn't operated. 
 
The Haitian nonprofit Good Samaritan helped bring Casseus to the U.S. in September after the painful 
growth became so big it began to crush her breathing passage. The doctors are donating their time. 
 
Doctors: Surgery on Girl's Face a Success  
 
Marlie's mother, Maleine Antoine, thanked doctors and all those who donated funds to help pay for the 
operation. 
 
"I hope that she has a life and will be happy like any normal teen girl. She has suffered so much," 
Antoine said through an interpreter. 
 
During the operation that began Wednesday morning, doctors inserted metal plates to reconstruct 
Marlie's lower eye-sockets after the mass of jelly and bone was removed. Doctors also reconstructed 
the interior of her nose, which had been all but destroyed by the disease. 
 



Gomez said they hoped to operate on her jaw, which has swelled to nearly double its normal size, in 
about two months. Further reconstructive surgeries will follow. 
 
Already photos of the girl before and after showed a stark difference. The bulbous mass that made her 
look as if her face had been stretched over an eggplant was gone. 
 
Gomez said Marlie will be able to breathe through her nose but is unlikely to have a sense of smell or 
taste. 
 
Only about 3 percent of the 150,000 people diagnosed with the disease worldwide suffer such an 
extreme condition, Gomez said. 
 
Back home in Port-au-Prince, Casseus was rejected by her neighbors, who would cross the street when 
she walked by. 
 
The hospital's International Kids Fund, which seeks to provide medical care to needy children from 
around the world, said donations for Marlie's operation had come from as far as Iceland and Hong 
Kong. The fund said it is seeking more money for Marlie's continued care. 
 



 
Jamaica deports over 80 Haitians  
Thursday December 20 2005 
The Antigua Sun 
St. Kitts and Nevis 
  
KINGSTON, Jamaica (CMC) – The Jamaica government has sent back 86 Haitians after refusing to 
grant them refugee status.  
 
The Ministry of National Security said that all 86 Haitians, including 35 who landed in the eastern 
parish of Portland last month, were interviewed and found to be economic migrants and not refugees.  
 
Since their arrival, the Haitians, had been held at the Horizon Remand Centre in the corporate area.  
 
In a statement on Tuesday, the National Security Ministry said a significant number of Haitians who 
were sent back home were previously repatriated and made their way back to Jamaica. It said this 
included nine of the 35 who landed on 30 Nov.  



Dominican Attorney Proposes Amnesty 
Prensa Latina 
December 15, 2005 
 
Santo Domingo,  Dominican Republic Attorney General Francisco Domingo Brito granted amnesty 
Thursday to legalize Haitians and foreigners illegally resident in the country. 
 
Dominguez referred to the issue after analyzing the decision of the Supreme Court (SCJ) establishing 
that sons of illegal residents are not Dominicans although born in this nation. 
 
After being interviewed on TV, the representative of the Public Ministry considered they must grant a 
resident ID card and not a citizenship card to foreigners who have lived a defined period in the national 
territory. 
 
However, he warned, in the case of illegal Haitians the problem is more complicated, since they lack a 
document from their country so do not qualify for Dominican residence. He said in those cases it 
would not be known who would be receiving the legalization. 
 
"A legal document could not be provided if there is not a base of support, at least a birth certificate," he 
observed. 
 
The Supreme Court rejected an appeal of unconstitutionality Wednesday presented by pro-Haitian 
groups. 
 
The full court supported its decision with article 36 of Migration Law which determines that those 
foreigners admitted as non residents are considered people in transit under the Constitution. 
 
It is also protected by the Hague Convention article 1 that establishes every State"s right to determine 
its citizens. 
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