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Violence-wracked Haiti to pick new president  
Fri Feb 3, 2006 
 AFP 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE (AFP) - Voters in Haiti will pick a new leader Tuesday amid deep concern over 
the violence that still plagues the impoverished nation two years after president Jean Bertrand Aristide 
stepped down and fled.  
 
Rene Preval, 63, a former president and longtime Aristide ally, is seen as the clear frontrunner in a 
crowded field of 32 candidates. 
 
Violence remained the main concern ahead of the election, the first since Aristide quit in February 
2004 as rebels closed in on the capital. 
 
The 7,500-strong UN Stabilization Mission has struggled to impose order since Aristide's departure, 
but turmoil continues to plague Haiti, the poorest and one of the most violent nations in the western 
hemisphere. 
 
Nine UN trooops have been killed by hostile fire since the mission was launched in 2004 and daily 
kidnappings have terrorized Port-au-Prince. 
 
The presidential and legislative elections initially were to be held in October, but were postponed four 
times as authorities struggled to organize voting stations, print ballots and register voters. 
 
Authorities and UN officials are particularly concerned about Cite Soleil, a Port-au-Prince slum 
controled by armed gangs and a bastion of support for Aristide. 
 
Cite Soleil remains a no-go area for the understaffed Haitian police force, and UN troops often come 
under fire when they venture into the populous neighborhood. 
 
"In particular, the rise in kidnappings is worrisome, some of the gang action is equally worrisome," the 
diplomat nominated to be the top US envoy to Port-au-Prince told a US Senate panel last week. 
 
Janet Ann Sanderson nevertheless expressed "great confidence" the UN force would be able to provide 
a secure environment for the balloting. 
 
Preval blamed the endimic violence on acute poverty and inequality. 
 
"The rich are cloistered in their walled villas and the poor are crammed into slums and own nothing. 
The gap is too big," he said in a recent AFP interview. 
 
The millions of impoverished Haitians, who generally supported Aristide, could again play a key role 
in the upcoming presidential balloting. 



 
Preval has kept a low profile in the past months, making virtually no campaign appearance, and has 
steered well clear of the crucial question as to whether he would want Aristide to play a political role 
in Haiti. 
 
He is running as an independent, even though he is a former leader of Aristide's Lavalas Family party. 
 
An agronomist by training, Preval was president from 1996 to 2001, in between Aristide's two terms. 
He was praised as an efficient administrator, but critics claim he merely kept the seat warm for 
Aristide, who was prevented by the constitution from seeking a second consecutive term. 
 
Reflecting the uncertainty that has surrounded the run-up to the general election, his closest rival was 
until recently a wealthy Haitian-American who does not figure on the list of candidates. 
 
Texas-based Dumarsais Simeus, who had about 20 percent support in earlier opinion polls, was 
bumped off the list because he holds a US passport.  
 
The high court ruled Simeus, 66, could run, but authorities ignored the decision and retired the judges, 
further fueling criticism of the government that has run the Caribbean nation since Aristide fled the 
country aboard a plane facilitated by US authorities.  
 
A recent opinion poll showed Preval has 37 percent voter support, far ahead of other candidates.  
 
Wealthy industrialist Charles Henry Baker and former president Leslie Manigat would be competing 
for second place, to face off against the frontrunner in a second round of voting that would be held in 
March if none of the candidates gets a majority.  
 
Other hopefuls trail far behind, including Guy Philippe, a former police chief who led an insurgency 
that was instrumental in bringing down Aristide in 2004.  
 
About 3.5 million people, out of a total population of eight million, have registered to vote in the 
elections that will also renew the 130 parliamentary seats. 



Armed violence discouraging Haitians from voting in presidential elections  
Feb. 3 2006  
Press Release - Oxfam GB  
 
Fear of armed violence is discouraging Haitians from voting in the presidential elections scheduled for 
Tuesday 7 February, warned international aid agency Oxfam today.  
 
Armed violence raging in the Haitian capital Port-au-Prince is being fuelled by up to 210,000 weapons 
currently estimated to be in circulation. Most of these weapons have been supplied from abroad.  
 
Haitian authorities have set up large centralised polling stations, where thousands will vote. This 
means that many Haitians will have to walk several kilometres to take part in the election, the first 
since President Aristide fled in February 2004. However, many people have told Oxfam they will not 
make the journey because they fear becoming a victim of armed violence.  
 
“Many residents of Port-au-Prince have told us they are too scared to make the journey to vote on 
Tuesday. Innocent people in Haiti have endured a wave of violence in the last two years. Rape is 
common in Port-au-Prince and this is directly linked to the proliferation of arms,” said Yolette Etienne, 
Oxfam’s Country Programme Manager for Haiti.  
 
Oxfam Haiti is launching a national campaign against armed violence. It is helping set up a committee 
of national and international organisations to lead the campaign and will also be working with a 
thousand young people in areas most affected by armed violence.  
 
“In Port-au-Prince the rule of the gun dominates despite the presence of UN peacekeepers. And it is the 
poorest people, living in slums such as Cite Soleil, who suffer the most. There is no easy solution to 
the violence. And there is much to be done in Haiti. But UN member states, including the UK can play 
a vital role by kick-starting negotiations on an Arms Trade Treaty this year,” added Etienne.  
 
Negotiations on an Arms Trade Treaty, which would ban arms sales to countries where weapons are 
likely to be used to violate human rights, could start this year, following a landmark UN conference on 
small arms controls in June.  
 
Haiti produces no firearms except crude home-made ‘Creole’ guns. All of its disparate armed groups 
depend on weapons from abroad, most of which are smuggled in from countries in the region.  
 
The USA has been the largest supplier of legal and illegal arms to Haiti since the 1980s. In the last two 
years, it has made a large exception to its 14-year-old arms embargo, providing 2,600 weapons to the 
police in 2004 and approving another sale in 2005 of pistols, rifles, and tear gas worth US$1.9m. The 
1991 embargo allows for these exceptions on ‘a case-by-case basis’.  
 
Over the past decade several countries including Brazil, France, Italy and the UK have licensed the 
transfer of arms to Haiti, according to customs data in the UN commodity trade database.   
  



London sends city water expert to Haiti 
By JOE BELANGER, FREE PRESS CITY HALL REPORTER 
London Free Press, Canada 
Friday, February 3, 2006     
 
 London’s top water official is headed to Haiti to help find solutions to deteriorating water quality in 
the impoverished country’s northern area.  
 
And engineer Pat McNally is going just as tension and the potential for violence build in the leadup to 
Haiti’s national elections Tuesday.  
 
McNally, along with public-relations executive Margaret McLaughlin, leave Sunday on the mission 
led by the Southwestern Ontario aid group Hearts Together for Haiti.  
 
"They’re having issues with their water supply and waste management," McNally said.  
 
"And we want to see if we can offer simple, practical solutions to some of the challenges they’re 
facing."  
 
The two will travel to work with the people in the villages of Labadie and Bod me Limbe on the 
northern coast and Prunette in the mountains.  
 
That’s where Father John Duarte, of the Roman Catholic Diocese of London, leads the Hearts 
Together for Haiti charitable group.  
 
The week-long trip is being paid through donations including free flights provided by Sunwing 
Airlines, which flies out of London International Airport to neighbouring Dominican Republic.  
 
McNally, an engineer with almost 30 years experience, mostly in water services but also in waste 
management, said the Haitians don’t have basics many Londoners take for granted.  
 
"We’re talking about a village where there’s a river that meanders through and it’s used by the 
villagers for cleaning their clothes, bathing, cooking and drinking," McNally said.  



Observers arrive for fraught election mission in Haiti 
Euro News 
Feb. 4, 2006 
 
International observers have arrived in Haiti for one of the most dangerous election monitoring 
missions in the world. The Caribbean nation is finally set to go to the polls next week to choose a new 
president and parliament. The vote has been put off four times because of rampant gun violence, 
kidnappings and other crimes. 
 
Unrest has claimed the lives of nine UN peacekeepers, and their presence does not seem to have made 
people feel particularly safe - many Haitians say they will stay away from polling stations. The UN 
faces the added problem that many consider it an occupying force and therefore a legitimate target. 
 
That predicament is not helped by the estimated 210,000 weapons circulating illegally in Haiti. 
Lawlessness has prevented a power vacuum being filled since the former leader Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
was overthrown two years ago. The presidential favourite is René Préval who held the post from 1995 
to 2000. Other candidates have highly questionable pasts, with some accused of involvement in 
murders. But as the turnout is expected to be low, victory may not taste so sweet, whoever secures it. 



Haiti: the forgotten occupation 
Socialist Worker Online 
Feb. 4th, 2006 edition 
 
A protest against neo-liberalism in the capital, Port-au-Prince. The placard reads, “no to privatisation, 
unemployment and high prices. We are not for sale” (Pics: Leah Gordon/www.leahgordon.co.uk) 
As the Caribbean republic of Haiti goes to the polls this month, Andrew Taylor reports on how 
imperialism has shattered a poor nation 
 
‘We are going to intervene in the coming days. I think there will be collateral damage but we have to 
impose our force, there is no other way.” 
 
These words could very easily come from a US general in Iraq announcing an attack on an insurgent 
stronghold. They certainly carry the same tone of callous disregard for innocent lives. 
 
They were, however, spoken by Juan Gabriel Valdes, head of the United Nations (UN) mission to 
Haiti, referring to the slum of Cité Soleil on the northern outskirts of the capital Port-au-Prince. 
 
The escalating undeclared war in Cité Soleil, which has taken scores of lives in the last couple of 
months, pits the UN stabilisation force (Minustah) against armed gangs, variously described as 
supporters of ousted president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, drug traffickers, kidnappers or outside 
provocateurs. 
 
Whatever the truth, the UN force have long demanded the “aggressive cleansing” of an area that is 
seen as a stronghold of support for ex-president Aristide and of resistance to the neo-liberal 
“restructuring” on the Caribbean island. 
 
The impact of these policies has been to make Haiti, in the words of one commentator, “the most open 
economy in the world”. Agriculture, which most Haitians rely on for subsistence, has all but been 
destroyed. A country that was once self-sufficient in food is now dependent on aid and remittances 
from Haiti’s large overseas community to stave off starvation. 
 
The lowering, or outright abolition, of protective tariffs on foodstuffs, demanded as a condition for the 
granting of financial aid, has meant that the small peasants and sharecroppers who scraped a living off 
the land now compete with dumped cheap foreign imports and “food aid”. 
 
The outcome of this unequal competition is that the poorest are driven off the land to swell the pools of 
human misery in the urban slums like Cité Soleil, or attempt the perilous sea trip to an uncertain future 
in a foreign land – a journey many do not survive. Those who remain are compelled to turn to the cash 
crop of last resort – cutting down what few trees are left for charcoal production, and making Haiti’s 
ecological catastrophe worse. 
 
The immediate background to the violence in Cité Soleil, which is mirrored in the rest of the country, 
is the drive to hold presidential and parliamentary elections, which are currently scheduled for 7 
February. 
 



These elections represent an attempt to bring legitimacy to a state that has been run by unelected US-
appointed officials since Aristide was forced from office two years ago by an armed revolt by former 
members of the military. 
 
Shattered dream 
 
Few people, however, believe the elections hold out any hope for an improvement to the desperately 
miserable lives of the bulk of the population. None of the contending parties or candidates offer a 
programme that would reverse the damage done by following the neo-liberal plan, nor relieve the 
phenomenal wealth inequalities and exploitation that characterise Haitian society. 
 
Furthermore, many question the legitimacy of elections that have already been postponed five times 
due to incompetence, poor infrastructure, corruption, violence and general cynicism. 
 
Elections are seen as a sick joke when the estimated 500,000 inhabitants of Cité Soleil are under siege 
by an occupying army, or ruled by self-appointed armed thugs, where 40 percent of the population 
haven’t received polling cards and where some will have to walk for up to six hours to cast their vote.  
 
Finally, a large number of Haitians, despite the disillusionment caused by his time in office, regard the 
exiled Aristide as the legitimate president and the “missing candidate”. René Préval, his former deputy, 
is currently seen as a front runner. 
 
How did the Haitian dream turn so sour? Haiti is a country whose history should be close to every 
socialist’s heart. 
 
Occupying the western third of the Caribbean island of Hispaniola (shared with the Dominican 
Republic), Haiti emerged from the ashes of the French slave colony of Saint Domingue as the world’s 
first independent black republic in 1804. Inspired by the French Revolution’s ideals of liberty, equality 
and fraternity, as well as by their African animist-based religion, the slaves had risen up and taken on 
their masters. 
 
In the course of a bloody decade-long struggle, armies of freed slaves led by such heroic figures as 
Toussaint L’Ouverture and Jean-Jacques Dessalines defeated armies sent by the world’s then 
superpowers – France, Spain and Britain – to restore slavery. 
 
In the wake of independence, international isolation and a war-shattered economy kept the new nation 
in thrall to a succession of vicious despots, culminating in the notorious Duvalier dictatorships (1957-
86). 
 
A massive popular uprising in 1986 overthrew the regime of Jean Claude “Baby Doc” Duvalier and the 
feared Tonton Macoutes militia he had inherited from his father, known as “Papa Doc”. Many hoped 
this episode heralded the dawn of a brave new era for the desperately impoverished nation. 
 
Instead, Haiti today is the shattered dream of those who laid down their lives in those struggles. 
 



By far the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, Haiti ranks among the very worst countries in 
the world in terms of life expectancy, infant mortality, HIV infection, literacy, access to healthcare or 
clean water, income per capita, debt, corruption and environmental degradation. 
 
Some see the logical extension of the current occupation being to declare Haiti a “failed state” and the 
establishment of some sort of protectorate. This would indeed be the sad, final nail in the coffin of a 
heroic enterprise. 
 
The most common approach by so-called development experts is to describe Haiti as the archetypal 
basket case that is incapable of self-rule and will never be more than a headache for the international 
community.  
 
Far from being an ill-judged experiment in black self-rule that was always doomed to failure, the post-
independence history of Haiti is one of interference, aggression and invasion by foreign powers. 
 
At first the young republic, once it had shown that it could not easily be militarily subjugated, was put 
in international quarantine by the great powers who feared it might provide a dangerous example to 
their slaves. 
 
The US did not recognise Haiti for 58 years and only did so during the American Civil War, its own 
life and death struggle against slavery. 
 
Other powers did not recognise Haiti until 1825, when it was forced to pay a huge indemnity to the 
former slave power, France. This payment effectively meant that the descendants of slaves were being 
asked to pay for their forefathers’ freedom. It also represented the beginning of the cycle of debt that 
still crushes the poor today and keeps the state in hock to foreign and international financial 
institutions. 
 
The cycle of foreign interference continued into the 20th century, culminating in the US invasion and 
occupation of 1915-34. Prompted by concern for US interests in the region, the marines were sent in. 
Their brutal racist approach was summed up by their bemusement at dealing with “niggers who spoke 
French”. 
 
The main legacy of the US occupation was the creation of the Haitian army, a force whose sole 
mission has been internal repression and the propping up of grotesque dictatorships sympathetic to US 
foreign policy goals. 
 
Thus, the otherwise reviled Duvalier dictatorships were seen by the US as embarrassing but steadfast 
bulwarks against “world Communism” (for which read local liberation movements). This was 
especially true after Cuba was “lost”. 
 
Haiti’s more recent history is no less replete with examples of foreign interference. 
 
In 1990 former Catholic priest Aristide became Haiti’s first democratically elected president in living 
memory, carried to power by a landslide after a promise to champion the poor. The US state 
department saw him as a dangerous leftist and a threat to their policy goals. 



 
Almost immediately, the US embassy in Port-au-Prince began conspiring with the Haitian army top 
brass and economic elite, who were themselves deeply unhappy at the turn of events. 
 
The result of these machinations was quick to be felt. Aristide was thrown from power and forced into 
exile by a violent military coup barely eight months after coming to office. 
 
Brutality 
 
The incredible brutality of the resulting military regime produced an international outcry, compounded 
by the arrival of thousands of desperate Haitian boat people along the Florida coast.  
 
The then US president, Bill Clinton, was prompted to reassess US policy toward the country, although 
this did not stop US coastguards holding boat people illegally at the Guantanamo Bay detention centre 
before “renditioning” them to the mercies of the Haitian military. 
 
The new approach adopted under Clinton meant returning Aristide to office, but only after effectively 
rendering him incapable of making any substantial changes that would benefit the Haitian masses or 
impede US goals. 
 
Aristide was forced to accept that his three years in exile should be counted as part of his term in office 
(the Haitian constitution bars presidents from serving consecutive terms). He was made to agree to the 
terms set out by the international financial institutions and forced to accept that the bloody activities of 
the regime would go unpunished. 
 
A suitably de-clawed Aristide was then shipped back to Haiti. Predictably, his government, and that of 
his successor René Préval, was weakened by the concessions and incapable of reversing the decline in 
standards of living experienced by Haiti’s poor. 
 
The disillusionment with the “people’s champion” meant that although he was re-elected in 2000, 
turnout was low and support lukewarm. 
 
This proved crucial in early 2004, when disgruntled former members of the army he had disbanded in 
1995 took up arms against him. Unlike previous occasions, Haiti’s poor were not prepared to rise up 
and defend Aristide. He left the presidential palace for exile once again with an escort of US soldiers, 
prompting further controversy over the role of the US, as well as with that of France, which fatally 
weakened him by publicly asking for him to resign. 
 
To those that say Haiti is a basket case and demand more foreign intervention to save it from anarchy, 
socialists must respond that too much foreign intervention is what has kept the Haiti down.  
 
At every turn, grassroots organisations of Haitian workers, peasants and the urban poor have shown 
their resilience and will to organise for a better life. 
 
It is solidarity with their fight, not foreign occupation or phoney elections that represent the way 
forward. 



 
Andrew Taylor is a socialist who has lived and worked in Haiti.  
 
For more on information on Haiti go to www.haitisupport.gn.apc.org 



Haitian Priest Gerard Jean-Juste Out Of Hospital 
February 3, 2006 
CBS4 News  
 
MIAMI A priest once jailed in Haiti is set to be released from a Miami hospital today. 
 
The Reverend Gerard Jean-Juste arrived in South Florida over the weekend and has been getting 
medical treatment for leukemia and pneumonia at Jackson Memorial Hospital. 
 
He plans to address the media later today. 
 
Jean-Juste had been jailed in Haiti on illegal weapons charges. More serious charges of murder and 
conspiracy were dropped. 
 
CBS-4's Mike Kirsch is travelling to Haiti for next week's elections. Look for his reports starting 
Sunday on CBS 4 News and CBS4.COM. 
 
 
(© MMVI, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.) 
 



U.S. rejects request for choppers in Haiti 
BY PABLO BACHELET 
Miami Herald 
February 3rd, 2006 
 
WASHINGTON - The Bush administration has turned down a United Nations request to supply U.S. 
military helicopters to help with transportation during Tuesday's elections in Haiti, a State Department 
spokesman says. 
 
Eric Watnik, a spokesman for the Western Hemisphere bureau of the State Department, said 
Wednesday it was ''more cost efficient'' for the United Nations to contract the helicopters from private 
companies. 
 
Juan Gabriel Valdés, the top U.N. envoy to Haiti, asked for the aircraft during an early December visit 
to Washington. 
 
The helicopters are needed to transport ballots and tally sheets from outlying areas to Port-au-Prince, 
where the votes will be counted. 
 
Valdés also asked for $16 million in additional election aid to cover unanticipated costs brought about 
by the continuous delays of the elections. 
 
''We've asked them for clarification and are in active discussions with them,'' Watnik said of that 
request. 
 
The U.N. peacekeeping force is mainly responsible for security in Haiti but it as struggled to control 
parts of the country run by armed gangs, especially in the poorer slums in the capital that tend to be 
loyal to former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
 
Aristide was overthrown by an armed rebellion in February of 2004. 
 
International donors have so far provided $76 million to cover election costs, of which $30 million has 
been supplied by the United States. 
 



Haiti : Election campaigning continues in Ouanaminthe under the shadow of violence  
Translated from Spanish by Charles Arthur for the Haiti Support Group - 
www.haitisupport.gn.apc.org 
Published by AlterPresse on February 3, 2006 
 
Ouanaminthe, 3 February 2006 - The town of Ouanaminthe is experiencing something of a party 
atmosphere as presidential candidates visit as part of their election campaigns, but, all the while, there 
is a threat of violence. 
 
Yesterday, groups of armed supporters of Charles Henri Baker, the candidate backed by Chavannes 
Jean-Baptiste’s KONBA party, clashed with supporters of the Struggling People’s Organisation (OPL). 
Sticks, stones and other projectiles were thrown. 
 
The most animated activists danced and banged out rhythms on drums, before the confrontation 
developed in the town’s main square. Later, as night fell, gunfire was heard. It is not known if there 
were any casualties from the confrontation. 
 
As election day draws near, several candidates have decided to visit Ouanaminthe to wind up their 
campaigns. On Tuesday the OPL’s Paul Denis arrived, and on 2 February it was the turn of Evans Paul 
of the Democratic Alliance, and Charles Henri Baker. 
 
Groups of people singing and dancing, and trucks with blaring loudspeakers, circulated all through the 
town, both day and night, exhorting the population to vote in favour of the candidates. All this took 
place in an atmosphere of relative calm, and was supervised by troops from the MINUSTAH force. 
 
During the day, the town was calm and the campaigning continued, but a latent tension persisted. 
 



THE NEW YORK TIMES EDITORIAL 
No Help to Democracy in Haiti 
Published: February 3, 2006 
 
The I.R.I., whose chairman is Senator John McCain and whose president is a former Bush 
administration official, is one of four institutes (the others are affiliated with the Democrats, the United 
States Chamber of Commerce and the A.F.L.-C.I.O.) set up during the 1980's to channel taxpayer 
dollars toward strengthening democracy in other countries. Congress intended this financing system to 
move American support for democracy in other countries out of the shrouded world of covert 
intelligence and into the daylight of political training institutes.  
 
Haiti was a deeply troubled democracy when the Bush administration took office. Now it is an even 
more deeply troubled nondemocracy. One thing contributed to Haiti's present plight, our colleagues 
Walt Bogdanich and Jenny Nordberg reported Sunday, was a "democracy building" program financed 
by the United States government and run by the International Republican Institute. 
 
But according to the Times report, which the I.R.I. disputes, much of the Republican Institute's 
activities in Haiti from 2001 to 2003 were carried out in a shadowy world of secret meetings and 
efforts to isolate and destabilize the democratically elected government. Diplomats, including the 
American ambassador to Haiti in those years, said that the I.R.I. program worked at cross purposes 
with the State Department's policy of promoting compromise between President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
and his many powerful opponents. It also undercut mediation efforts that appeared within reach of 
success.  
 
With all hopes of compromise thwarted, a rebel army led by notorious criminals and cashiered police 
officers crossed into Haiti from the Dominican Republic and drove President Aristide from office. He 
fled on a United States-supplied plane after Washington made it clear to him that it would not protect 
his life if he remained or defend the democratically elected government. 
 
That was almost two years ago, and Haiti is worse off today. Murder rules the slums of Port-au-Prince, 
and a United Nations peacekeeping force struggles even to protect itself. Dates for new elections have 
been repeatedly postponed. The latest date is now set for next week. We hope this begins to undo some 
of the damage done by the kind of I.R.I. democracy building described in The Times. 
 



Seek probe of DR’s role in ouster of Haiti’s Aristide  
The Dominican Today 
February 3rd, 2006 
   
A petition accusing the United States of undermining democracy in Haiti was filed before the OAS 
system 
   
  
SANTO DOMINGO. - The Miami Herald today reports that the human rights arm of the Organization 
of American States was asked Thursday to investigate the role of the Dominican Government and of 
the United States in the ouster of former Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide.  
 
The 47-page petition also seeks to determine whether the U.S. government helped orchestrate his 
removal from power by withholding vital aid and blocking a reinforcement of his bodyguard detail 
 
Three groups filed the formal request with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, 
including those that have supported Aristide -- the TransAfrica Forum, the Institute for Justice and 
Democracy in Haiti and the Haiti-based Bureau des Avocats Internationaux -- and the Allard K. 
Lowenstein International Human Rights Clinic at Yale Law School. 
 
Despite that it largely repeats allegations made by Aristide supporters in the past, the petition also 
alleges U.S. Marines spirited Aristide out of the country after blocking his communications in the final 
hours of his government and obtained a dubious letter of resignation. 
 
The groups ask the commission to investigate the role of the United States, the Dominican Republic 
and the Haitian government in the armed rebellion in 2004 that forced a hastened flight out by Aristide, 
who now lives in exile in South Africa.  
 
United States officials have repeatedly denied the allegations, saying that Aristide voluntarily resigned 
and asked for U.S. assistance to leave his Caribbean nation, fearing for his life if he stayed. 
 
''The U.S. imposed an illegal and immoral development assistance embargo on the elected government, 
while generously supporting the political opposition,'' said Brian Concannon Jr., head of the Institute 
for Justice & Democracy in Haiti. “In the Dominican Republic, former soldiers and paramilitaries 
trained openly, and from time to time crossed the border to attack civilian targets and twice launched 
coup d'etat attempts.'' 
 
The groups’ petition, presented just days before Haitians go to the polls to elect a new president, was 
filed on behalf of five Haitian citizens whose names have been withheld for security reasons. 
 
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights can recommend reparations payments to victims of 
human rights violations or refer cases to the Costa Rica-based Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 
whose rulings are binding on the OAS member States. 
- 



DR's military ready to control border during Haiti’s elections 
The Dominican Today 
February 3, 2006 
 
 SANTO DOMINGO.- Armed Forces minister Sigfrido Pared affirmed yesterday that the military is 
preparing an operation to control the border in Dajabón, Elias Piña and Pedernales provinces, to 
confront any incidents resulting from the electoral process slated for Tuesday in neighboring Haiti.  
 
The senior official said that it is natural for unexpected situations to occur in an elections and as in the 
Haitian case, can cause a series of movements by people towards Dominican Republic, reason why the 
Armed Forces are prepared to contain any type of migration which might take place. 
 
He stressed that it is not only about Haitian migrants, but about anyone who can see their situation 
affected or which can alter Haiti’s political situation.  
 
"When that type of political activity (elections) takes place in adjacent countries, in this case in the 
neighboring country, the Armed Forces should, must prepare a border control operation" he said, and 
warned that something unexpected could happen. 
  
  



Swedish election observers to Haiti 
Source: Government of Sweden 
Date: 03 Feb 2006 
 
The Government has decided to send two short-term observers to Haiti prior to the presidential and 
parliamentary elections on 7 February. The election observers will be part of a joint EU team.  
 
"By sending election observers, Sweden can contribute to the correct conduct of democratic elections 
in the country," says Minister for International Development Cooperation Carin Jämtin.  
 
The decision to send election observers follows a request from the European Commission.  
 
The presidential and parliamentary elections in Haiti were scheduled to take place in November 2005 
but have been postponed a number of times.  
 
Sida is responsible for the recruitment and training of Swedish election observers. Questions may be 
addressed to Sida/International Recruitment and Training Division (RIU)/Electoral Group.  
 
Contact:  
 
John Zanchi 
Press Secretary 
+46 8 405 59 39 
+46 70 2602664 
john.zanchi@foreign.ministry.se  
 
Christian Carlsson 
Press Officer 
+46 8 405 58 80 
+46 70 257 56 56 
christian.carlsson@foreign.ministry.se  
 
Anna Sundström 
Desk Officer 
Americas Department 
+46 8 405 28 81 
+46 70 843 62 75  



Dispatch of election observers for the general elections in the Republic of Haiti 
Source: Government of Japan 
01 Feb 2006 
 
Japan has decided to dispatch three election observers (one official of the Japanese Embassy in Haiti 
and two of the Japanese Embassy in the Dominican Republic) to the Republic of Haiti to assist the fair 
and peaceful implementation of general elections (presidential and parliamentary elections) that are 
scheduled to take place on February 7 (Tuesday) and March 19 (Sunday) (a run-off). These three 
officials will join a group of election observers dispatched to Haiti by the International Mission for 
Evaluating Haitian Elections (MIEEH, Mission Internationale d'Evaluation des Elections en Haiti).  
 
These elections will be the first to be held since Haiti's political crisis in February 2004. Their smooth 
implementation is extremely important for the democratization of the nation. The Provisional 
Government of Haiti has been doing its utmost to implement fair and smooth elections in cooperation 
with the international community. Japan has therefore decided to dispatch these observers to support 
the efforts of the Haitian private and public sectors toward strengthening democracy and achieving 
political stability.  
 
 
  
  
 



What election hopes for Haiti?  
Nick Caistor  
Open Democracy, UK 
February 3,  2006  
 
As Haiti’s delayed election-day approaches, Nick Caistor reports on how violence and political 
confusion mar the country’s prospects for a peaceful democratic future.  
 
It seems that Haitians will finally get their chance to elect a new president on 7 February, after four 
postponements of the polling date. It also seems likely that the winner will be former president René 
Préval. Beyond this, anything is possible. 
 
The elections are taking place almost two years since Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted on 29 
February 2004. The United States, France and other western countries said he left of his own free will, 
realising that he could not hold the country together in the face of increasing violence. He and his 
supporters claim he was kidnapped and put on a plane out of Haiti. He now lives in exile in South 
Africa, where Thabo Mbeki welcomed him.  
 
Since his removal, there has been an ineffectual caretaker government led by the unfortunately-named 
Gérard Latortue (or Mr Tortoise as he is known, appropriately for his slowness in getting anything at 
all implemented). Some 9,000 UN troops and police (known as Minustah) brought in two years ago, 
have struggled to restore order and keep the peace, especially in the slum areas of the capital Port-au-
Prince, where at least a third of the country’s 8.5 million inhabitants live. 
 
The lack of security both in the capital and in country areas has been one of the reasons for the 
repeated delay in holding the elections for a new president and parliament. Another has been the 
difficulty in getting new voter lists and voting cards ready, and establishing just how many polling 
stations there will be. And yet another source of delay has been establishing how many of the 
candidates were eligible to stand – despite some being disqualified, voters will still face a choice 
between more than thirty presidential hopefuls, and a multitude of groups vying for representation in 
parliament. 
 
This voting chaos is nothing new in Haiti. Ever since ‘Baby Doc’ Duvalier was pushed out in 1986, 
elections have been violent and have rarely resolved any of the country’s pressing problems. When 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, then still a popular priest, first came to power in 1990 at the head of the 
Lavalas grassroots movement, he only lasted a few months before the military kicked him out. 
Reinstated thanks to US intervention in 1994, he was only allowed to complete what had been his 
original term in office. 
 
It was in 1996 that René Préval, a trusted ally of his, took over the presidency. The Préval years now 
look like a period of relative calm and stability – there was a more or less functioning parliament and 
local government, the economy picked up slightly, and there was enough government money to 
embark on some desperately-needed infrastructure projects. The army was abolished, and with the help 
of the United Nations, efforts were made to create a new police force, and to clean up the judicial and 
penal systems. 
 



But Préval stood down at the end of 2000, to be replaced again by Aristide. At that point, Aristide still 
commanded widespread support, and it appeared that finally Haiti might make economic and social 
progress, with the country united behind him. 
 
As so often throughout Haiti’s history, this promise came to nothing. Elections for senators in 2001 
were dismissed as rigged by the opposition, who from then on boycotted parliament. The UN, which 
had been present in Haiti since the 1994 restoration to power of Aristide pulled out of the country after 
seven years of frustration. 
 
By late 2003, discontent with the Aristide government had grown so widespread that uprisings in the 
countryside became increasingly violent, and by the start of 2004, Aristide’s position was untenable. 
At first, the rebels were a mixture of thugs and people armed by the now rampant drug gangs, but 
many opposition politicians soon jumped on the bandwagon and demanded that Aristide go.  
 
So at the very end of February 2004, willing or not, he was put on a plane out of Haiti. From his exile 
in South Africa, Aristide has dismissed the upcoming elections as fraudulent, as he is still the elected 
president of Haiti. He has called on his supporters to boycott the vote, but, if the opinion polls are to be 
believed, many of those in the Lavalas movement will vote for Préval, still believing he is the person 
who will carry on the Aristide legacy. 
 
Préval himself has sought to distance himself from Aristide and Lavalas, creating his own movement, 
L’Espwa (Creole for the French word ‘hope’). His emergence as frontrunner has already led several of 
the other candidates to threaten to pull out of the race, threatening to plunge Haiti back into the kind of 
political stalemate which characterised it from 2001-2004. There is also a fear that opposition 
supporters, or even Lavalas members still loyal to Aristide, will seek to create such a climate of 
violence and fear that the elections cannot take place with proper guarantees of security for voters and 
candidates. This threat will be even greater if – as seems probable – Préval does not win the presidency 
outright in the first round of voting. 
 
If that proves to be the case, it will be essential for the Minustah forces to stay on in Haiti to at least 
give the new government the chance to make a fresh start. The international community has so far 
pledged more than US$1 billion for development projects, but money will be the least of the new 
president’s problems. First, he will have to decide what to do about Aristide. If he is allowed back in 
the country, his presence may destabilise anyone else’s attempts to govern. If he is not brought back, or 
persuaded to back the new government, his disaffected supporters could also make life impossible for 
the incoming authorities.  
 
Whatever the outcome, these elections will probably do little to advance either democracy or the 
chances for peace in this chaotic, unhappy country. 
  



Maxine Waters urges the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to investigate the Coup 
d'État in Haiti 
Haiti Action Committee 
February 2, 2006 
 
Washington, D.C. - Today, Rep. Maxine Waters (CA-35) expressed her support for a petition that is 
being filed before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights. The petition seeks to establish 
that the Bush Administration participated in a coup d'etat to overthrow President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, the democratically-elected President of Haiti, in February of 2004, and, in so doing, violated 
the democratic rights of the people of Haiti. 
  
The Congresswoman's statement follows:  
Two years ago, our government was a party to a coup d'etat in Haiti. President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
the democratically-elected President of Haiti, was forced to leave Haiti in a regime change supported 
by the United States. President Aristide left the country on February 29, 2004, aboard a U.S. airplane 
when U.S. Marines and Embassy officials came to his home in the wee hours of the morning and told 
him to leave immediately or he and thousands of other Haitians would be killed. The U.S. plane took 
him to the Central African Republic and left him there. 
 
This coup d'etat was carried out after groups of heavily-armed thugs had taken over several Haitian 
towns, occupied police stations, terrorized the local population, and entered Haiti's capitol. Many of 
these thugs were former soldiers from the brutal Haitian army, and many of them continue to roam 
Haiti today with impunity. 
 
After the coup d'etat, I led a delegation of President Aristide's friends and supporters to escort 
President Aristide out of the Central African Republic and accompany him to Jamaica, where he was 
reunited with his family. President Aristide and his family are now living in exile in South Africa. 
 
Two years later, the tragic results of regime change in Haiti are clear. Haiti is in total chaos. The 
unelected interim government, which was put in power by the United States and has received 
unprecedented support from our government, is both oppressive and incompetent. Violence is 
widespread, and security is non-existent. The Haitian police have been implicated in extrajudicial 
executions, and the interim government has imprisoned hundreds of political prisoners without trial. 
Haitian elections, which are now scheduled for next Tuesday, have been postponed several times, are 
fraught with technical problems, and are unlikely to be free and fair. 
 
I urge the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights to investigate the coup d'etat that occurred on 
February 29, 2004, and determine the role of the Bush Administration in this travesty of justice, which 
denied the democratic rights of the people of Haiti. 
 
 
 
 



Human Rights groups to file Petition against the United States, Dominican Republic and the 
Coup Government of Haiti for overthrowing Haiti’s democracy in 2004 
Press Conference February 2, 2006 
Haiti Action.com 
 
Remarks of Brian Concannon Jr. 
Director, Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti 
 
I'd like to give a brief introduction to this case, then introduce you to the other participants, after which 
we'll take your questions. My name is Brian Concannon, I am the director of the Institute for Justice 
and Democracy in Haiti. I worked in Haiti on human rights issues from 1995-2004, first with the UN, 
later with the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux, a group of lawyers established by the constitutional 
governments to help human rights victims pursue cases in Haitian courts. 
 
We started preparing this petition in August of 2004, 6 months after Haiti's February 29, 2004 coup 
d'etat. Some of us had had a front row seat to the very open preparations to overthrow Haiti's elected 
government from 2001-2004. The US imposed an illegal and immoral development assistance 
embargo on the elected government, while generously supporting the political opposition that had 
never demonstrated any electoral support. In the Dominican Republic, former soldiers and 
paramilitaries trained openly, and from time to time crossed the border to attack civilian targets and 
twice launched coup detat attempts. 
 
Push came to shove in early 2004, when the forces training in the DR launched a major offensive 
across the border. Haiti and the CARICOM countries requested international assistance for Haiti's 
embattled constitutional government. Secretary of State Colin Powell said on February 17 that the US 
"cannot buy into a proposition that says the elected President must be forced out of office by thugs and 
those who do not respect law and are bringing terrible violence to the Haitian people." But Powell's 
State Department actively blocked help from coming to Haiti, and 12 days later forced President 
Aristide onto a plane for the Central African Republic, which allowed "thugs and those who do not 
respect law" to bring "terrible violence to the Haitian people," including the petitioners in this case.  
The constitutional government was replaced by an unconstitutional, unelected regime run by a resident 
of Boca Raton, Florida. It missed election deadlines of June 1, 2004, and November 26, 2005, and will 
remain in power for at least some time after the end of President Aristide's term next Tuesday. It has 
incarcerated hundreds of political prisoners, most arrested illegally and held without access to the 
courts. Thousands have died in political violence, and Haiti's poor, already struggling to get by on less 
than $1/day, have become poorer. 
 
The CARICOM countries and the Africa Union, together almost a third of the United Nations 
membership, immediately denounced the coup, and called for an investigation at both the Organization 
of American States and the UN. Both bodies refused to investigate, and instead ratified the coup by 
accepting the illegal regime's representatives. 
 
The failure of the very organizations entrusted to promote peace, democracy and sovereignty to 
respond to such an obviously illegal overthrow of a democratic government spurred us file this suit. 
We chose the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights because the OAS is one of the leading 
proponents of democracy in the world. The OAS' Inter-American Democratic Charter, adopted in 



September, 2001, guaranteed democratic governments and their citizens specific democratic rights, 
including the right to international assistance when under attack, and for citizens, the rights to vote and 
run in democratic elections.  
We are asking the IACHR to practice what the OAS preaches: to declare that the democratic rights 
guaranteed to the petitioners and other Haitian citizens in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, the 
OAS Charter and other international instruments are enforceable rights, and that the US, DR and 
interim Haitian governments' violation of those rights was wrongful. 
 
This suit is particularly timely now, as Haiti approaches elections. The serious flaws and delays of 
those elections are a good measure of what Haiti lost in its democracy- both of its constitutional 
presidents transferred power to an elected successor, on schedule, after peaceful elections. But the 
petition is also important as Haiti moves forward. Because no matter how well the elections are run, 
they will be an empty exercise unless the international community is willing to accept the choices of 
Haiti's voters. 
 
Participants: 
 
Moderator: Michelle Karshan 
 
Rahul Rajkumar, Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights Clinic at Yale Law School. Yale 
students helped marshall the facts, and did most of the legal research for the case. The research 
involved a lot of breaking trail- as far as we know this is the first suit filed on behalf of citizens to 
vindicate democratic rights lost by the overthrow of their government. 
 
Nicole Lee, Director of Operations, TransAfrica. Nicole has worked on Haiti Human Rights issues 
since 2002, with the BAI in Haiti and with Global Justice and now TransAfrica in Washington. 
 
Ira Kurzban, immigration lawyer in Miami and chair of the board of IJDH. He has represented Haitian 
refugees for thirty years, and represented the Constitutional Haitian governments for 13 years. Ira was 
actively involved in negotiations between the Haitian government and the U.S., the OAS, and the 
company that provided President Aristide's security. 
 
Click here to download the 47 page report — 235k PDF  
(actual victims names have been deleted) 
 
For more information:  
 
eMail Brian@ijdh.org, or call 541-432-0597  
 
 
 



 
Haiti Bans Alcohol Sales, Closes Schools Ahead of Elections  
Bloomberg News 
February 3, 2006 
 
Haiti closed schools, banned the sale of alcohol, and prohibited pre-Carnival celebrations in a bid to 
provide security ahead of the country's first elections since Jean-Bertrand Aristide was driven from the 
presidency in 2004.  
 
Presidential and parliamentary elections in Haiti were repeatedly delayed last year amid violence and 
problems distributing identity cards to 3.5 million registered voters. Prime Minister Gerard Latortue's 
interim government on Jan. 9 bowed to United Nations pressure, and set the poll for Feb. 7.  
 
``The government has decided to forbid pre-Carnival activities this weekend and all other forms of 
public manifestation, for the security of the upcoming elections,'' Latortue's office said late yesterday 
in an e-mailed statement, referring to annual street celebrations before Ash Wednesday.  
 
Haiti depends on foreign forces for protection from urban gangs, and soldiers with the UN's mission in 
the country have conducted several operations against criminal groups in recent weeks. Two Jordanian 
UN soldiers were killed Jan. 16 by gangs in the Cite Soleil district of the capital, Port au Prince.  
 
Other security measures announced by Latortue's office include the closure of all schools from today 
until Feb. 8, and of all public administration buildings Feb. 6-8. The sale of alcoholic drinks, the 
broadcast of campaign messages, and the posting of election posters are banned starting this weekend.  
 
The prime minister ``invites Haitians to prove their discipline and civic sense, and to participate en 
masse in the elections to guarantee the legitimacy of the newly elected leaders,'' Latortue's office said.  
 
Violence  
 
By Jan. 31, a total of 3,099,241 identity cards had been delivered to voters, representing 88 percent of 
the electorate, according to government figures.  
 
Ash Wednesday this year falls on March 1. The day marks the start of the Christian observance of 
Lent, the period before Easter. Carnival is traditionally celebrated over the three days leading up to 
Ash Wednesday, though Haiti's pre-Carnival celebrations begin in the weeks before.  
 
There is often a ``significant increase in violent crime'' around Haiti's Carnival, according to the U.S. 
State Department.  
 
``In recent years, Carnival has been accompanied by civil disturbances, altercations and severe traffic 
disruptions,'' the State Department said about Haiti on its Web site. ``People attending Carnival events 
or simply caught in the resulting celebrations have been injured and killed. Random stabbings during 
Carnival season are frequent.''  
 



Haiti is the poorest country in the Western hemisphere. Its national income, around $1 a day per 
person, is about a 10th of what is generated throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, according to 
World Bank data.  
 
To contact the reporter on this story: 
Alex Morales in London at  amorales2@bloomberg.net.  



Haiti: Respect for the rule of law is vital during the electoral process 
Amnesty International Press release 
02/03/2006 
 
All parties involved in the Haitian electoral process must respect and promote the rule of law if the 
elections are to lead to an end to violence and instability in the country, said Susan Lee, Amnesty 
International Americas Programme Director today on the eve of the Presidential elections in Haiti. 
 
“The upcoming presidential elections can result in a new era for Haiti or sink the country into further 
poverty and violence. It is in the hands of all involved in the electoral progress to secure a future where 
respect for human rights is a reality.”  
 
After a number of postponements, the first round of elections is scheduled to take place on 7 February 
2006 with possible run off on 19 March. The elections will be the first since president Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide was ousted from power nearly two years ago. 
 
Amnesty International is extremely concerned that already high levels of violence could increase 
during this electoral period. 
 
Recent incidents of violence include the killing of two Jordanian UN peacekeepers, members of the 
UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) in Port-au-Prince on 18 January, killings of civilians 
by armed groups and police and a rise in the number of kidnappings across the country.  
 
“Security and respect for the human rights of all Haitians should be the priority of the new 
government. This will not be possible unless the Haitian authorities and MINUSTAH ensure that 
candidates and the electorate can participate in the elections without fear for their safety,” said Susan 
Lee. 
 
 
 
 



Glimmers of Hope in Cite Soleil 
Washington Post Blog 
February 3, 2006 
 
Cite Soleil has long been a poster child for the poorest of the poor. It is a slum of Haiti, one of the 
poorest countries in Western Hemisphere. But in the last few years, it has been changing its image. 
This slum on the edge of Port-au-Prince is also becoming one of the most dangerous poor places in the 
Western Hemisphere. 
 
In the last few months kidnappings, shootings and robbery have led people to refer to it as a cross 
between Baghdad and Mogadishu. Every few blocks is controlled by different gang leaders; the 
number of gangs is said to exceed 32. Stuck in the middle of the slum are United Nations forces, 
Jordanians who would rather be in places like Ethiopia. When two Jordanian soldiers were killed last 
week, their mothers in Jordan began to ask: Why are our sons in Haiti? 
 
The answer is simple. Haiti is in desperate need of help -- help from an international community that 
has deserted the country's citizens time and time again. 
 
As you walk through a section of Cite Soleil under the watchful eye of local gang leader Tin Blanc 
(Little White Man), he attempts to show how he and his colleagues are forced to fight in order to 
improve their living conditions. 
 
Stepping over garbage -- through a type of mud that perhaps began as clean water but now seems to be 
a type of sewage cement -- it's obvious that the infrastructure here has seen better days. 
 
One of the more amazing sights is the children in their school uniforms. In a place where there is more 
dirt than pavement, the school uniforms remain immaculate. Pressed and cleaned, the children make 
their way through daily obstacles to school. 
 
 
Election officials have said Cite Soleil is too dangerous to put polling stations there. >>More Photos 
(Ron Haviv / VII)  
It's said that the slum's population has begun to leave due to the violence. And it seems true that streets 
once packed from side to side and top to bottom now have more breathing room. But as you look down 
an alley and pass through grated metal, your shoulders scraping the wall, you find yourself in 
someone's courtyard with very little room to breathe, let alone live. 
 
Stepping over roaming pigs and glimpsing into one-room homes, it becomes evident that life here is a 
struggle. Tin Blanc speaks of fighting as a pacifist for change. He has hope that his candidate and the 
candidate of the people, René Préval, will turn things around for the better. These words have been 
spoken before of populist priest Jean-Bertrande Aristide, who was overthrown two years ago amid a 
loss of support from his base and a strengthening of his enemies. Cite Soleil was one of his strongholds 
-- when he left, some of its inhabitants' dreams and hopes left with him. 
 
The people here constantly sing songs that reflect both eternal optimism and an ever-present idea of 
defeat. They have little to look forward to. But the streets of Cite Soleil became a little brighter as 



people demonstrated for their man, René Préval. As marchers passed the bunkered and sandbagged 
Jordanian base, the energy rose ever higher. First one, then a few others dared to approach the tank-like 
APCs of the U.N. soldiers. The people vented their anger toward the U.N. for everything they thought 
was wrong. 
 
As hundreds danced in the streets singing songs for Préval and waving flags, there was one person 
missing -- the candidate. He was represented on flags and T-shirts, but had no intention of coming into 
the city. In fact, he has not campaigned here at all. People speculate that either he knows he has all 
their votes, or that it is simply too dangerous to venture there, even to meet his supporters.  
 
Award-winning photojournalist Ron Haviv is on the ground in Port-au-Prince documenting the run-up 
to Haiti's presidential and legislative elections. >>About This Blog 
 
 



Healing Haiti's Wounded 
Washington Post Blog 
February 3, 2006 
 
 
The Gingerbread House stands on a crowded street, a towering, mustard-colored structure that housed 
U.S. troops during the military intervention of 1994. Today, Doctors without Borders (MSF) runs the 
space as a rehabilitation clinic.  
 
Opened in December 2004, the clinic has become a lifeline of hope to Haitians. As violence has 
continued relatively unabated in the post-Aristide Haiti, the number of gunshot victims has steadily 
risen. Since opening, MSF says its personnel have treated nearly 2,500 people for violence-related 
injuries, including 1,500 gunshot victims and 500 stabbing victims. In the last month alone, there were 
47 gunshot victims from Cite Soleil.  
 
As Haiti continues to implode, havens of medical care have become beyond necessary for survival. 
Walking through the wards of the Gingerbread House, as locals call the clinic, victims as young as 10 
years old lay on beds being cared for by their mothers. Jean Michelit turns to his mother and winces. A 
six-inch bullet wound, bound by Frankenstein-like stitches, starts on the top of his forehead and 
reaches just above his right eye. Jean's story is similar to those of the many other gunshot victims 
strewn about the ward's two floors.  
 
Nearly two weeks ago, 10-year-old Jean was walking home from school and had just entered his home 
in the Grand Ravine neighborhood when he suddenly fell to the ground -- struck in the head by a 
gunshot that no one heard and no one expected. The area had been peaceful until that time. Jean and 
his family's lives were changed instantly. Jocelyn, his mother, is no longer able to care for her other 
two children. Jean is paralyzed from the waist down and requires full-time care.  
 
Cite Soleil has long been a poster child for the poorest of the poor. It is a slum of Haiti, one of the 
poorest countries in Western Hemisphere. But in the last few years, it has been changing its image. 
This slum on the edge of Port-au-Prince is also becoming one of the most dangerous poor places in the 
Western Hemisphere. 
 
In the last few months kidnappings, shootings and robbery have led people to refer to it as a cross 
between Baghdad and Mogadishu. Every few blocks is controlled by different gang leaders; the 
number of gangs is said to exceed 32. Stuck in the middle of the slum are United Nations forces, 
Jordanians who would rather be in places like Ethiopia. When two Jordanian soldiers were killed last 
week, their mothers in Jordan began to ask: Why are our sons in Haiti? 
 
The answer is simple. Haiti is in desperate need of help -- help from an international community that 
has deserted the country's citizens time and time again. 
 
As you walk through a section of Cite Soleil under the watchful eye of local gang leader Tin Blanc 
(Little White Man), he attempts to show how he and his colleagues are forced to fight in order to 
improve their living conditions. 
 



Stepping over garbage -- through a type of mud that perhaps began as clean water but now seems to be 
a type of sewage cement -- it's obvious that the infrastructure here has seen better days. 
 
One of the more amazing sights is the children in their school uniforms. In a place where there is more 
dirt than pavement, the school uniforms remain immaculate. Pressed and cleaned, the children make 
their way through daily obstacles to school. 
 
 
Election officials have said Cite Soleil is too dangerous to put polling stations there.  
 
It's said that the slum's population has begun to leave due to the violence. And it seems true that streets 
once packed from side to side and top to bottom now have more breathing room. But as you look down 
an alley and pass through grated metal, your shoulders scraping the wall, you find yourself in 
someone's courtyard with very little room to breathe, let alone live. 
 
Posted at 08:40 AM ET, 02/ 1/2006 
About This Blog 
Haiti has long struggled to overcome poverty, violence and political instability, descending deeper into 
turmoil after the fall of president Jean-Bertrand Aristide in February 2004. Since then, the country has 
remained in limbo, led by an interim government as violence and political controversy mount.  
 
On Feb. 7, Haitians are expected to vote in the first presidential elections since Aristide's ouster. The 
elections have been postponed four times in recent months in the wake of political chaos.  
 
Award-winning photojournalist Ron Haviv is on the ground in Port-au-Prince to document the struggle 
for a stable, democratic Haiti. 
 
Haviv, a co-founder of the independent photo agency VII, has photographed conflict and humanitarian 
crisis in Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, Russia and the Balkans. His work has appeared in 
various publications, including Vanity Fair, Time, Newsweek, The New York Times Magazine, 
Fortune, Stern and Paris Match. He has also published two collections of his photography, Blood and 
Honey: A Balkan War Journal and Afghanistan: On the Road to Kabul.  
 



Preval's return to the ballot shakes Haitian establishment 
BY JOE MOZINGO 
Knight Ridder Newspapers 
Kansas City Star 
February 2, 2006 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti - Five years ago, Rene Preval did something no president in Haitian history 
had done: He finished his full term, left the National Palace and moved to the countryside to live in 
solitude, far from the political maelstrom of Port-au-Prince. 
 
Now the 63-year-old agronomist - whose term in office brought a rare spell of stability and some social 
progress, but paved the way for the chaos that followed - is the man to beat in elections scheduled for 
Feb. 7. 
 
His candidacy has delivered a degree of credibility to the first balloting since President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide fled the country in the face of massive political opposition and an armed revolt in February 
2004. 
 
Preval entered the race late - just two months before the November date when elections were 
scheduled, before delays pushed them to next week - and he is just now beginning to outline his 
agenda. 
 
''In general, one of the things people reproach me for is that I don't speak ... That's one of my defects, 
they say,'' Preval, a quiet man of slight build, said this week in a wide-ranging interview with The 
Miami Herald. 'This is false. When I was president, the people invented a slogan: `They are talking, he 
is working.' My nature is to do things.'' 
 
A December CID-Gallup poll showed Preval getting 37 percent of the vote, with the 34 other 
candidates far behind. In the capital, his momentum has significantly shaken the political 
establishment. Politicians and business leaders who helped remove Aristide from power and then 
pushed for the elections are now scrambling - fearing that they might get squeezed out of power by 
Aristide's one-time protege. 
 
Preval has scrupulously refused to discuss the polarizing topic of Aristide, letting both sides guess 
whether Aristide would have influence in a Preval administration. 
 
''I don't know if he's coming,'' back to Haiti, he said of Aristide, who is in exile in South Africa. ``I 
prefer to concentrate on the future.'' 
 
Diplomats and others who have spoken to Preval privately say he has not talked to Aristide for years 
and has expressed no allegiance to him. 
 
Preval is not running under Aristide's Lavalas Family Party, but his own party Lespwa. And he has 
picked as his campaign manager a man who fled the country under threat by Aristide-linked thugs. 
But Preval is drawing from the same base of support. 



When Aristide was pushed into exile, many of the poor - particularly in the capital - saw it as a 
conspiracy by U.S. and French interests, in conjunction with the Haitian elite. And the transitional 
government did little to dispel the notion. Propped up by a U.N. peacekeeping force, police locked up 
numerous Lavalas leaders, arrested hundreds of sympathizers and launched bloody attacks in pro-
Lavalas slums like Cite Soleil and Bel Air. 
 
As the Lavalas Family Party splintered, the heavily armed gangs Aristide once empowered to protect 
him fell into a paroxysm of violence, fighting each other for turf and waging a minor insurgency 
against the new government and the U.N. peacekeepers. 
 
''Probably the gravest thing about Preval is the hope that he gives to violent parts of Lavalas,'' said 
Andy Apaid, an apparels manufacturer who became one of Aristide's most vocal opponents. ``The 
hope is they will have the propensity to gain more strength. And his government will again depend on 
an unusual base.'' 
 
Preval says he will not tolerate armed gangs. He said he will work with the U.N. peacekeepers and 
international donors to immediately reduce tensions in the slums. 
 
''What is going on (with the gangs) in Cite Soleil today is mainly criminal, or purely criminal,'' he said. 
``We have to take police action against criminals at the same time there has to be massive social 
investment in Cite Soleil. To give work to people to better the social situation, that will isolate the 
criminals because now the criminals use (their spoils) to aid the population.'' 
 
While many observers thought the gangs would mount a bloody offensive to disrupt the election, 
residents in the slums say it is the business elite that now has the motive to spoil the election. 
 
''They know they're going to lose,'' said Rene Monplaisir, a Lespwa organizer from Cite Soleil. ``They 
don't want elections.'' 
 
Jean-Germain Gros, a political science professor at the University of Missouri, St. Louis, and an expert 
on Haitian politics, said Preval is likely the only candidate who can bring a minimal level of consensus 
to a divided nation. 
 
Gros says Preval has ``the temperament to work with people, to reach across the table.'' 
But Preval has many detractors. In office, he was seen as a puppet of Aristide and presided over a 
political stalemate that crippled the country, left it without a functioning government and stalled 
hundreds of millions of dollars in international aid. 
 
Apaid said Preval might be the front-runner in the first round, but that he will not get the majority he 
needs to avoid a runoff. In the second round, Apaid says the opposition to Preval - now behind many 
candidates - will unite to defeat him. 
 
Even if Preval wins, he may struggle to work with Parliament. For the 110 seats of the Senate and 
Chamber of Deputies, Lespwa has 78 candidates. 



His agenda will require plenty of help. He will need cooperation and major funding to meet his goals - 
to get every child in school, to create a functioning healthcare system, to reform a judicial system 
where inmates languish for months without seeing a judge. 
 
Preval says many of Haiti's problems stem from the rural peasantry, who cannot make a living off 
eroded land and move to slums to find relief. 
 
``When I arrived as president, the price of fertilizer was $70 for a big bag. Three months after, the 
price lowered to $35. We eliminated corruption in the Ministry of Agriculture ... and cut out 
intermediaries. The same bag of fertilizer today costs $300. If you could cut the price another 50 
percent like we did the first time, it would be a clear economic and political signal that will appease the 
peasantry.'' 
 
Preval also wants a commission to look at every inmate's case and release political prisoners. 
''We will start with the political prisoners because it is the easiest problem to solve,'' he said. 
 
 



Locals hope vote will help end violence 
 
This week's elections may be a step in restoring the rule of law following the bloody rebellion two 
years ago that swept President Jean-Bertrand Aristide from power and was been followed by 
widespread violence.  
 
By DAVID ADAMS 
February 2, 2006 
St. Petersburg Times 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti - Nicolas Martino hasn't dared visit his office in six months. Sales are down 
40 percent. Gangs have looted the business twice. His factory guards ran away and the local security 
firm he used canceled its contract. Another businessman was shot dead two weeks ago by 20 gang 
members who ambushed him leaving his plant. 
 
Located on the edge of Cite Soleil, a sprawling seaside shantytown bordering the country's main 
highway, National Road 1, Martino's factory, United Plastic, is in the heart of Haiti's main industrial 
zone. 
 
This is the new front line in Haiti's undeclared war with an army of slum gangs terrorizing the city day 
and night, extorting businesses for protection money, kidnapping the owners, their wives and children, 
as well as poorer, working-class employees. 
 
In four days' time Haitians go to the polls to elect a new president. The election is crucial to the 
restoration of constitutional rule after a bloody armed rebellion in February 2004 swept former 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide from power. 
 
United Nations officials heading an 9,000-strong peacekeeping force of troops and police are 
reasonably confident the elections - postponed four times in the last three months - can go ahead on 
Feb 7. But, despite the presence of 1,500 troops inside Cite Soleil, the U.N. has failed to quell the 
violence there. 
 
"This is our main road, our I-75, and you can't go on it," said Charles Baker, a hard-talking 
businessman and presidential candidate who is critical of the U.N. mission. "If they can't do it they 
should find someone who can." 
 
While Haitians welcome the chance to put their country back on a democratic track, they wonder if law 
and order will ever return. Home to some 400,000 poor Haitians, Cite Soleil is a capsule of everything 
that is wrong with this country. Even with elections, Haiti's insecurity will likely never be resolved 
unless this slum, and others like it, are pacified. 
 
"I don't think Cite Soleil will ever be what it was," said Martino, 44. 
 



Such nostalgia is ironic. The slum, whose name means Sun City, has always been an infamous hell-
hole of poverty. "It was always a place where the less fortunate came to live. There was poverty, but 
not violence," he said. 
  
Cite Soleil has a special place in Haiti's recent history. Aristide, a former slum priest, ignited political 
awareness in the slums when he ran for president in 1990 promising justice for the poor. But instead of 
building modern democratic institutions, Aristide is blamed for distributing money and weapons to 
slum gangs who became his enforcers. 
 
After his fall from power the gangs were left leaderless, but still armed. They turned to infighting. U.N. 
peacekeepers tried to intervene, but lacked answers to Cite Soleil's misery. Emboldened, the gangs 
resorted to crime to finance their activities, claiming to be the voice of the impoverished masses. 
 
With an estimated 20 kidnappings a day, Port-au-Prince is now the ransom capital of the Western 
Hemisphere, far surpassing Bogota and Mexico City. Victims come from all classes, with ransoms 
costing anywhere between $800 and $180,000. 
 
"This is the worst I have known it," said Corwin Noble, a former California detective who worked for 
a security firm that guarded Aristide. After serving in Iraq, he returned to Haiti last year to work for a 
local phone company. 
 
"Everybody is wondering who is in charge. Rules are broken, no one cares," said Noble, whose cell 
phone and radio update him every hour on the latest incidents. 
 
More than 1,500 people - including 78 police officers - have died since Aristide fled Haiti in February 
2004, according to local human rights activists. But with the approach of the election, the battle 
between U.N. troops and the gangs has only intensified. Concerned about pre-election violence, 
American Airlines cancelled its flights to Haiti scheduled for Monday and Tuesday. 
 
The French-based medical relief agency, Doctors Without Borders, which operates the lone hospital in 
Cite Soleil and a trauma unit in the capital, says it treated more than 220 gunshot victims in December, 
half of them women, children, and the elderly. 
 
Chevalier Silfa, a 37-year-old sugar cane street vendor, was walking near the U.N. battalion 
headquarters one evening earlier last month when he was hit by a bullet in the stomach. "It came out of 
nowhere. There was no provocation," he said, lying in a hospital bed in Cite Soleil. 
 
Residents say at least one-third of Cite Soleil's population has fled. Most small businesses are 
shuttered. The few private schools still operating report at least a 50 percent drop in enrollment. 
 
"When there's shooting we put the children on the ground," Monteus Leonce, head teacher at the Faith 
in God private school, said. He pointed to bullet holes in the school gate and walls. 
 
Children in neat brown uniforms still managed to beam broad smiles. "I love Haiti," one small girl 
piped up cheerfully. 
 



  
In a frank interview the Chilean head of the U.N. mission, Juan Gabriel Valdes, admitted that the task 
of pacifying Haiti after Aristide's departure in 2004 has proven more difficult than his bosses had 
imagined. 
 
"There was a presumption that overwhelming (humanitarian) assistance would come to the problem 
areas and therefore the military element would not be the central one," he said. "This has not 
happened." 
 
But with nine U.N. peacekeepers killed since the mission began in July 2004 there is evidence that the 
U.N. would be better served pursuing humanitarian solutions. 
 
Valdes pointed to Bel Air, a former "red zone" where some 20 gang members disarmed in return for 
U.N. support for a feeding program for local children. 
 
"Too many people were dying so we agreed to talk," said Samba Boukman, a 34-year-old Rastafarian 
musician and grass-roots pro-Aristide political activist. "I told them the violence could be stopped with 
social programs." 
 
Today Bel Air is a model of peace, at least on the surface. Brazilian soldiers in blue U.N. helmets 
patrol on foot, clearly at ease with the local population, helping children to clear garbage from the 
streets. 
 
"We want to provide an example so that people become more aware that we are here to help them," 
said Lt. Dario Castro, 29. "They are good people. They want to work." 
 
But the peace may not hold much longer, Boukman warned, without more social investment. "We are 
struggling to hold back the wave (of violence)," he said. 
 
Foreign diplomats and aid workers privately criticize Haiti's light-skinned business elite for its failure 
to support social programs in the slums. Most relief work is left to a brave handful of small charities 
run by foreigners or church groups, working directly with the poor. 
 
Many business leaders say they would like to do more, but are struggling themselves to make ends 
meet. Business owners have had to spend heavily on extra security, including expensive armored cars. 
To stay in business, some owners pay the gangs protection money, roughly $600 a month. 
 
Claudine Auguste, who graduated from the University of Florida in agricultural studies, is barely able 
to keep her 40-year-old family business running. Also located on National Road 1, she shut down her 
sand and concrete block business for a month in June to fortify the factory walls, raising them 18 feet 
with barbed wire on top. 
 
"We know it needs dialogue, but that alone won't work. You have drug money here. This is pure 
criminality, gangsterism," said Auguste, who supports social action. She built a school in the slum next 
door, and provides 30 scholarships to local school children. 
 



Private security experts say there is a solution. 
 
"You can reclaim the streets. It's not brain surgery," said Lt. Col. Louis-Philippe Kernisan, who retired 
from the U.S. Army Military Police after a 20-year career. "It's a small number of people. We don't 
have car bombs going off or suicide bombings. We are not at that stage yet." 
 
Kernisan, who is Haitian-born and served as military attache at the U.S. Embassy from 1989 to 1991, 
now runs the largest private security firm in Haiti. He advocates a policy of "tough love," mixing 
strong police action with patient social work. 
 
He concedes getting to the bottom of the violence isn't easy because of police and judicial corruption. 
"It's a nebulous network, you can feel it, you can smell it, you can almost taste it, but you can't see it." 
 
Even Haiti's police chief, Mario Andresol, recently went on local radio to say a quarter of the 5,600-
strong force is corrupted by gangs and drug traffickers. Between Dec. 6 and Jan. 5 police say 138 
kidnappers were arrested and 44 gangs dismantled in the capital. Among those arrested were 29 police 
officers. 
 
Andresol, who is closely guarded by U.N. forces, says his men are no match for the heavily armed 
gangs. 
 
"When you send a policeman with only four months of training . . . to operate in Cite Soleil you are 
sending him to the slaughterhouse," he said. "He has not been trained for these combat tactics." 
 
The gangs have safe houses all over the city where kidnap victims are kept, and increasingly operate in 
wealthier suburbs. 
 
The gangs have made everyone prisoners in their own homes, says Martino. He and his wife rarely 
venture out at night to see friends. "I get home after work and I stay home," he said. His 19-year-old 
daughter is permanently grounded. 
 
"The fact is that we are abandoned, by our own government and the U.N. We are all alone." 



No paradise for the poor 
Feb. 3, 2006 
SUSAN WALKER 
ENTERTAINMENT REPORTER 
The Toronto Star 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Heading South (Vers le sud) 
 
Starring Charlotte Rampling, Karen Young and Menothy Cesar. Directed by Laurent Cantet. In 
English and French with subtitles. 105 minutes. At the Carlton. PG 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
The murderous politics of Haiti in the last years of Jean-Claude (Baby Doc) Duvalier's regime are 
revealed in the opening scene of Heading South. A woman who has lost her husband to some arbitrary 
authority begs a man she has picked out of the crowd at the airport to take her 15-year-old daughter 
with him.  
 
The man refuses. He is at the airport to meet Brenda, an American woman returning to a quiet resort 
where tourists can enjoy themselves undisturbed by political realities.  
 
Still, the possibility of danger resonates enough to make one momentarily question the status of the 
body curled up on the beach in front of the resort. 
 
It turns out to be Legba, the gorgeous object of Brenda's attentions, a man she met three years earlier, 
when he was 15 and she was 45. 
 
But Brenda soon learns she is not alone in her adoration of Legba. 
 
French director Laurent Cantet has imperfectly adapted three stories by Haitian-Canadian author Dany 
Laferrière into a story about the politics of desire, where young bodies are bartered to satisfy the 
fantasies of tourists. Outside the tourist compound lies late-70s Haiti, where the gulf between rich and 
poor is vast.  
 
Brenda is welcomed by Ellen (Charlotte Rampling), a 55-year-old Boston college teacher, and Sue, a 
Montrealer drawn to this paradise, like the other women, for the men. Legba belongs to all of them, 
and to none of them.  
 
The premise here is a tawdry cliché about the attraction between older women and younger men, 
accentuated by differences in social and economic status and post-colonial politics. As Sue says, "We 
all change when we get here." She believes she loves a man named Neptune, for instance, but 
"anywhere else it would be laughable." 
 
Charlotte Rampling gives a brave performance as Ellen, a woman whose cynicism about her 
relationship with Legba does not protect her from the pain of seeing him go off with Brenda.  
 



Karen Young plays the more resilient Brenda. Quebec actor Louise Portal has a slighter role as Sue — 
mocked by Ellen for being overweight, but part of this uneasy sisterhood nevertheless. 
 
Tall, perfectly shaped and rather enigmatic, Menothy Cesar plays Legba. Inside the resort he is safe, 
but outside he is marked for death, for reasons that are never quite clear. We are led to believe that 
Brenda's parading with him arm-in-arm through the town has something to do with it. It's a given that 
trouble will befall the Haitians. "Tourists never die," says a local official. And their consciences remain 
asleep.  
 
Heading South is connected thematically to a much more successful film Cantet made in 2002, Time 
Out. In it a man who lost his job with a big corporation fashions a fictional work life for himself and is 
eventually undone by his own inventions. Here the women live in a bubble where they are loved and 
desired, undisturbed by unpleasant truths of their lives back home or the nasty realities of Haitian 
politics. 
 
But Cantet never finds the keys to his characters in Heading South and fails to give them life beyond 
the politicized representations imposed on them by Laferrière. Finally none of them, neither the 
women nor Legba, is compelling enough for us to care whether they are victims or predators.  



Human rights group alleges rights violations in Aristide's ouster 
BY ALVA JAMES-JOHNSON 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
February 2, 2006 
 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. - As Haiti's election draws near, questions surrounding the 2004 ouster of 
former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide are getting louder. 
 
Four human rights organizations filed a petition with the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights in Washington, D.C., Thursday accusing the United States, the Dominican Republic and the 
Interim Government of Haiti of participating in a plan to overthrow the country's democratically 
elected government. It accuses them of violating Haitian citizens' democratic rights under the 
Organization of American States Charter and international law. 
 
The petition comes as Haitians prepare to elect a new president Tuesday, after several postponements. 
It claims former Haitian soldiers and paramilitary forces trained openly in the Dominican Republic and 
crossed the border to lead the armed rebellion that forced Aristide from office. It also accuses the U.S. 
government of blocking help to Haiti during the revolt and forcing Aristide to get on a plane to the 
Central African Republic. Human rights activists said they also plan to pursue similar cases against 
Canada and France. 
 
"What we expect to get out of this is the declaration that the coup was wrong and that the rights of the 
petitioners were violated," said Brian Concannon, an attorney and director of the Institute for Justice 
and Democracy in Haiti. "No matter what happens on Tuesday, the election is going to be an empty 
exercise, unless the international community respects the Haitian voters' decision." 
 
A U.S. State Department spokeswoman, Amanda Rogers-Harper, called the allegations lies and urged 
Haitians to look toward the future, not the past. 
 
"The former president of Haiti's own people turned against him," she said. "He resigned, hand-
delivered a resignation letter and asked for transport out of Haiti." 
 
Aristide left Haiti with the help of the U.S. government as rebel forces advanced on Port-au-Prince in 
February 2004. He said he was kidnapped. In March 2004, a U.S.-backed interim government led by 
Gerard Latortue of Boca Raton, Fla., was installed. The international community has been divided on 
the legitimacy of the government ever since. Aristide is now exiled in South Africa. 
 
The organizations filing the petition include the Allard K. Lowenstein International Human Rights 
Clinic at Yale Law School, TransAfrica Forum, the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti, and 
the Haiti-based Bureau des Avocats Internationaux. 
 
Aristide's attorney, Ira Kurzban of Miami, said he has provided an affidavit in support of the petition. 
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is an autonomous tribunal under the Organization 
of American States. Brian Tittemore, a staff attorney, said the commission could make 
recommendations if inter-American laws and treaties are violated. But it has no enforcement power. 
 



 
Haiti's shaky election 
Contra Costa Times, Opinion piece 
February 3, 2006 
 
IN HIS STATE OF THE Union address, President Bush spoke of "ending tyranny" and spreading 
democracy in the world. But that has hardly been U.S. policy in Haiti. In Haiti, the Bush administration 
stood by while armed thugs -- many of them indicted human-rights abusers -- overthrew President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. True, Aristide was a corrupt, problematic leader. But he had been 
democratically elected, and democracies don't get rid of their presidents through violent overthrow. 
 
Bush officials not only did nothing to prevent the coup, but gave it tacit approval. 
With the help of France, Canada, and other international allies, the administration then installed a 
puppet government headed by Gerard Latortue, a former finance minister living in Boca Raton, Fla. 
International human-rights monitors blame his regime for countless atrocities committed against 
Aristide's supporters. 
 
The Caribbean island has exploded in the worst violence in recent memory, which given Haiti's bloody 
history, is saying a lot. 
 
After three postponements, Haiti is scheduled to hold presidential elections on Tuesday to replace 
Aristide, who remains in exile in South Africa. But the process has already been compromised. 
The government threw Gerard Jean Juste, a member of Aristide's Lavalas movement, in jail on 
trumped up murder charges, later dismissed, to stop him from running. 
 
The favorite out of a cluttered field of 35 candidates, is believed to be Rene Preval, who succeeded 
Aristide after his first term ended in 1995. 
 
But the Latortue government and the Haitian elites want no part of Preval, once a close Aristide ally. 
Their greatest fear is that he might allow Aristide, their arch nemesis, to return. 
 
Many Haitians have legitimate fears that election day will be marred by even more violence. If history 
serves as any guide, the regime will have no qualms about using force to ensure a low turnout. 
 
The United Nations peacekeeping force that was dispatched to Haiti after Aristide's ouster two years 
ago won't be much help. Not only have the 7,000 U.N. troops been unable to stop the incessant 
shootouts between warring gangs, they have been accused of killing civilians loyal to Aristide in 
frequent raids on the slums. 
 
The elites have pressured the U.N. to crack down even further on Lavalas gangs who they blame for a 
surge in kidnappings for ransom in the capitol. One prominent businessman called for the Cite Soleil 
and Bel Air slums to be "cleansed." 
 
Just when it seemed things couldn't get worse, the U.N. commander, Brazilian Army Lt. Gen. Urano 
Teixeira Da Matta Bacellar, was found shot dead in his hotel room. Haitian police immediately called 
it a suicide, but many people aren't buying it. 



Bush officials, meanwhile, have been pumping millions of dollars into "democracy building" programs 
designed to pump up candidates friendly to U.S. corporations. The apparent goal is to guarantee 
continued access to one of the cheapest and most exploited labor pools in the world. These candidates 
have little popular support, and in a free and fair election wouldn't stand a chance. 
 
The administration's policy, which can best be described as "malign neglect," has helped turn life for 
most Haitians into a nightmare. 
 
Elections will not solve Haiti's complex social and political problems. In fact, when the violence is out 
of control, holding elections now could very well make things worse. 
 



Violence down as Haiti election nears 
By JASON MOTLAGH 
UPI 
February 2, 2006 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti-- A recent surge in shootings and kidnappings has threatened to spoil 
Haiti's long-awaited presidential vote, but violence has come to a near standstill of late and elections 
slated for next Tuesday will proceed, according to U.N. and humanitarian officials.  
 
"Everybody thinks that the conditions are there, logistically, in terms of general organization -- even 
security has improved in the month of January," said Damian Onses-Cardenas, spokesman for the U.N. 
peacekeeping mission in Haiti, the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere.  
 
"It's not going to be like Switzerland," Onses-Cardenas told United Press International in an interview. 
"But the strategy of using violence against the elections is no longer."  
 
The presidential ballot, first scheduled for November, has been postponed repeatedly due to logistical 
problems, mismanagement and instability in gang-controlled parts of the capital, Port-au-Prince.  
 
Thirty-five candidates are running for president, among them Rene Preval, a protégé of former 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who leads his nearest rival by 20 percentage points in the polls. 
Preval served as president from 1996 to 2001.  
 
Political and gang violence has plagued residents of Cite Soleil -- a sprawling shantytown built 
considered one of the worst in the Americas -- since the Feb. 29, 2004, ousting of Aristide.  
 
The capital's largest slum is the stronghold of some 75 armed gangs, a number of which allegedly 
remain loyal to the exiled leader.  
 
Human rights groups say more than 2,000 people have been killed over the last two years despite the 
presence of 6,000 Haitian police officers and 9,000 U.N. peacekeepers, the largest security force the 
country has ever had.  
 
"Gunfire has been the soundtrack of Cite Soleil since I arrived," said Loris De Filippi, head of mission 
for Medecins Sans Frontiers, which operates two hospitals set deep in the slum's tin-and-cinderblock 
warrens where at least 200,000 people dwell in a grinding cross fire between rival gangs, police and 
U.N. troops.  
 
De Filippi said more than 50 percent of his patients have been women, children and the elderly. He 
said that in the run up to elections, MSF's emergency care unit has seen a "huge" increase in gunshot 
victims: 34 wounded in November, 80 in December, and 103 last month -- 90 percent of them in the 
first three weeks alone.  
 
However, De Filippi noted that an unforeseen calm has taken effect since Jan. 20 across an area that 
has been a perpetual "war zone" since his arrival last June.  
 



"Now suddenly it's different, quieter," the Italian doctor said, searching for an explanation. "The 
situation has calmed down ... and it's difficult to say why."  
 
The U.N. mission, known by the acronym MINUSTAH, has curtailed large-scale offensives into Cite 
Soleil after predictions of "collateral damage" outraged slum dwellers and human rights groups who 
say troops shot unarmed civilians on many occasions.  
 
Such allegations have resulted in greater support for gangs perceived as defending the interests of the 
poor -- and harsher reprisals.  
 
Two Jordanians were gunned down at a Cite Soleil checkpoint last month, bringing the total number of 
peacekeepers killed to nine since the mission began in June 2004.  
 
Some observers say influential community leaders from Aristide's Lavalas party and Preval's Lespwa 
party have asked gang leaders to uphold a cease-fire in the run up to elections so Cite Soleil inhabitants 
may cast their votes without fear.  
 
Haitian election officials decided last week not to place polling stations inside the slum, arguing that 
voters would likely be intimidated by gangs.  
 
Hundreds of residents took to the dusty streets of Cite Soleil Wednesday to protest the move on 
grounds that trouble was more likely to come from enemies of Preval. U.N. officials have been assured 
that people will have to travel no more than 20 minutes on foot to reach voting stations, and gang 
leaders have said they would even accompany voters to the polls.  
 
The U.N. envoy to Haiti, Juan Gabriel Valdes, has pledged to neutralize any groups poised to stir 
violence as elections near, though criminal activity in the capital has not been the exclusive domain of 
slum gangs.  
 
Police officers and members of Haiti's wealthy elite with political and financial incentives to disrupt 
the elections have allegedly been involved in kidnapping for ransom schemes.  
 
"Violence in Haiti does not only come from Cite Soleil," said Onses Cardenas, reiterating a statement 
made by Haitian Police Chief Mario Andresol that if his ranks were investigated for corruption, he 
would probably lose 30 to 40 percent of his men.  
 
More than 1,900 people have been kidnapped in Port-au-Prince in the last 10 months, according to 
police sources. Many abductees are said to be held hostage in bowels of Cite Soleil beyond the reach 
of the law.  
 
"The U.N. definitely needs to do more, to become a more visible presence to give voters confidence," 
said Max Mathurin, president of Haiti's Electoral Council. "They must be able to guarantee security 
and they have not done so."  
 
U.N. officials say they have reinforced police checkpoints around Cite Soleil and increased patrols 
along its periphery to ensure voter security at the polls.  



 
There will be a "reaction" if peacekeepers are attacked, but there are "no planned operations of 
occupation of Cite Soleil as such," according to Onses-Cardenas.  
 
Haiti's unelected interim authorities said this week schools and government offices will be closed next 
week to better secure the vote, noting a 1987 Election Day massacre by armed thugs at a school in 
which 34 people were killed and ballots cancelled.  
 
Asked whether he believes the present calm will hold up until elections, Jean-Phillipe Petion was 
uncertain.  
 
"God only knows, and I am not God," said the 20-year-old former sociology student who had to quit 
school to support himself. "But then again, this is Haiti, and violence is always near." 
 
 



Security fears grow as Haiti election nears 
03 Feb 2006  
Source: Reuters 
By Jim Loney 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti- Haiti closed its schools on Friday and the presidential front-runner 
canceled a campaign rally amid heightened security concerns ahead of the chaotic nation's election on 
Tuesday. 
 
A campaign official for former President Rene Preval, who leads opinion polls, said threats forced 
Preval to call off a campaign-ending event in the capital on Saturday as the poorest country in the 
Americas edges uneasily toward its first election since Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted by a bloody 
rebellion two years ago. 
 
"We have decided to cancel the rally to close the campaign because we have credible information that 
there are people who plan to attack our supporters and make bloodshed," said the official, Rene 
Momplaisir. 
 
A 9,000-strong U.N. peacekeeping force sent after Aristide's ouster patrols Haiti's streets to provide 
security. But the foreign troops come under fire almost daily in Cite Soleil, a teeming slum in the 
capital Port-au-Prince where election officials decided not to set up voting centers because of the 
danger. 
 
In recent days U.N. officials have told 3.5 million voters they will be protected at polling stations. 
President Boniface Alexandre was to urge a violence-free election in a nationally televised address 
later on Friday. 
 
The humanitarian group Oxfam warned on Friday that many Haitians were afraid to vote because of 
the political and gang violence that has gripped the nation of 8.5 million people. Hundreds have been 
killed since Aristide fled on Feb. 29, 2004, and nearly 2,000 people have been kidnapped for ransom in 
the last year. 
 
"People feel completely abandoned. They don't have confidence that someone is there to protect them 
when they vote," said Yolette Etienne, an Oxfam official in Port-au-Prince. 
 
SCHOOLS CLOSED 
 
Schools were set to remain closed for a week and public administration buildings will be locked from 
Monday to Wednesday. Campaigning was to end on Sunday. 
 
Preval, an agronomist who served as president from 1996 to 2001, has done little public campaigning. 
A one-time protege of Aristide, he has distanced himself from the exiled former priest who was 
accused of despotism and corruption during his second term in office. 
 



But Preval, who held a comfortable poll lead over industrialist Charles Baker, appears to have won 
support from many of Aristide's Lavalas Family loyalists from the slums, and is opposed by Haiti's 
business elite who pressed for Aristide's ouster two years ago. 
 
"They want to start violence to prevent Preval from being elected but we are not going to play their 
game," Momplaisir said. 
 
Oxfam said an estimated 210,000 guns now in circulation in Haiti and the long distances many voters 
will have to travel to the 800 voting centers across the country were likely to discourage people from 
casting ballots. 
 
"Many residents of Port-au-Prince have told us they are too scared to make the journey to vote on 
Tuesday," Etienne said. "Most of the professionals I talk to say they will not go to vote." 
 
Despite the concerns, the crowded capital, awash in colorful campaign signs and graffiti, has been 
relatively quiet in recent days, with no high-profile kidnappings. 
 
Rights group Amnesty International called on Friday for "all parties" in Haiti's electoral process to 
respect and promote the rule of law. 
 
"The upcoming presidential elections can result in a new era for Haiti or sink the country into further 
poverty and violence," Amnesty official Susan Lee said. (Additional reporting by Joseph Guyler 
Delva)  



UN's feared blue helmets blamed for Haiti attacks 
By Reed Lindsay in Cite Soleil, Haiti 
The Sydney Morning Herald 
February 4, 2006 
 
BY NOON the gunfire had stopped and residents of this cinder block and sheet metal slum cautiously 
gathered around the body of Jackson Mombege. 
 
It lay face down in a pool of blood in the middle of the street. A man shouted in anger, women wailed, 
and Mr Mombege's three-year-old son burst into tears. 
 
Neighbours said United Nations peacekeepers gunned down the 33-year-old labourer when he stepped 
into a side street. 
 
"[The UN] tank stopped in front of him," Guiva Mombrun, 48, said. "They shot him, and he fell." 
 
As he spoke, the rumble of an approaching UN armoured personnel carrier was heard, and Mr 
Mombrun and his panicked neighbours dashed away. 
 
In this enormous seaside slum, where police do not dare enter and young men armed with automatic 
rifles zip around in stolen four-wheel-drives, UN peacekeepers have come to be feared and resented by 
the people they were sent here to protect. 
 
More than 9000 UN troops and police have managed to stabilise nearly every part of this country, 
stamping out rebellions by former soldiers and pacifying the defiant Port-au-Prince slum of Bel Air, 
once a stronghold for armed supporters of the ousted president, Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
 
But as the country prepares for next Tuesday's election, one of the poorest neighbourhoods in the 
poorest nation in the Western hemisphere remains beyond the UN's control. 
 
"Cite Soleil is the most serious challenge of our mission," said Juan Gabriel Valdes, a Chilean 
diplomat who is chief of the UN mission, known as Minustah. 
 
Two Jordanian battalions - 1500 troops, equipped with M-16s, machine guns and more than 50 tanks - 
have been unable to root out the armed groups from the warren of alleys and precarious hovels. Four 
peacekeepers have been killed in the outskirts of the slum in the past month. 
 
Jordanian checkpoints have sustained heavy fire of up to 1000 rounds a day, while the peacekeepers 
regularly fire twice that many, a UN official said. 
 
Many Cite Soleil residents blame the peacekeepers, not the armed groups, for the violence. They 
accuse the blue helmets of shooting wantonly from their tanks, killing innocent civilians. 
 
"Every day the Minustah is shooting people," said Wilner Pierre, lying on a hospital bed with a large 
bandage covering his lower stomach. 
 



The 35-year-old mechanic said UN troops shot him in the back while he was walking down the main 
avenue in Cite Soleil. The bullet ripped apart his intestines. 
 
"They shoot in any direction and at any person, even babies, it doesn't matter. They shouldn't do their 
job like that." 
 
The public hospital has received more than 70 shooting victims this month, at least half of them 
women, children and elderly. During a recent visit to the hospital, all six people injured by bullets said 
they were shot by UN peacekeepers. 
 
The hospital itself has been hit by gunfire twice in two weeks, with the bullets coming from the 
direction of an abandoned building that the Jordanian troops have fortified with sandbags for use as an 
outpost. 
 
On a recent night, bullets illuminated by red tracers whizzed over the roof of the hospital. Parents slept 
with their children on the floor, and doctors made their rounds hunched over when walking past 
windows. 
 
Jordanian Brigadier-General Mahmoud al-Husban, head of the UN troops in Port-au-Prince, denies 
that the peacekeepers have fired at the hospital. 
 
He says the Jordanian soldiers shoot only when fired upon and even then only when they can clearly 
target the attacking gunman. But he concedes that he cannot know the extent of any potential 
"collateral damage" because the peacekeepers rarely leave the safety of their tanks. 
 
"The problem is that most people living in Cite Soleil are in gangs. If they are not fighting with the 
gangs, they are supporting the gangs." 
 
Cite Soleil is controlled by numerous armed groups, some of which remain aligned with Mr Aristide's 
Lavalas party, the country's largest political force, and are now supporting former president Rene 
Preval, the frontrunner in the first-round presidential elections. 
 
The two former presidents have become estranged, but both are popular in Cite Soleil and other poor 
neighbourhoods in Port-au-Prince and Haitians typically associate one with the other. 
 
Leading members of Haiti's fiercely anti-Aristide elite blame the armed groups in Cite Soleil for a 
spate of kidnappings that have led to panic among the capital's middle and upper classes, though UN 
and police officials say many of the criminal masterminds live elsewhere. In recent weeks, 
conservative business leaders have organised protests demanding a UN-led crackdown in the area. 
 
"We are waiting for [Valdes] to give clear instructions to the troops under his command to cleanse Cite 
Soleil of the criminals," Reginald Boulos, president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said 
on Haitian radio last month. 
 
Lavalas leaders accuse the business leaders of trying to use the UN to further clamp down on the party 
and its supporters. "Ninety per cent of the Haitian people want elections because they are supporting 



Rene Preval for president," said Rene Monplaisir, a Lavalas leader in Cite Soleil, campaigning for Mr 
Preval. 
 
So far the UN has not ceded to elite demands for a large-scale offensive. But nor has it tried to 
negotiate with the armed groups, hampered by the US-backed interim government's refusal to grant an 
amnesty. 
 
"There is no military solution to Cite Soleil," said General Husban. "The solution could be giving the 
gangs amnesty and giving more social help. Medicine, food, development projects … It seems that the 
Government is not willing to solve the problem of Cite Soleil and they want us to go there and destroy 
it, to kill all the people there. We will not do this." 
 
"They shoot in any direction and at any person, even babies, it doesn't matter. They shouldn't do their 
job like that." 
 
The public hospital has received more than 70 shooting victims this month, at least half of them 
women, children and elderly. During a recent visit to the hospital, all six people injured by bullets said 
they were shot by UN peacekeepers. 
 
The hospital itself has been hit by gunfire twice in two weeks, with the bullets coming from the 
direction of an abandoned building that the Jordanian troops have fortified with sandbags for use as an 
outpost. 
 
On a recent night, bullets illuminated by red tracers whizzed over the roof of the hospital. Parents slept 
with their children on the floor, and doctors made their rounds hunched over when walking past 
windows. 
 
Jordanian Brigadier-General Mahmoud al-Husban, head of the UN troops in Port-au-Prince, denies 
that the peacekeepers have fired at the hospital. 
 
He says the Jordanian soldiers shoot only when fired upon and even then only when they can clearly 
target the attacking gunman. But he concedes that he cannot know the extent of any potential 
"collateral damage" because the peacekeepers rarely leave the safety of their tanks. 
 
"The problem is that most people living in Cite Soleil are in gangs. If they are not fighting with the 
gangs, they are supporting the gangs." 
 
Cite Soleil is controlled by numerous armed groups, some of which remain aligned with Mr Aristide's 
Lavalas party, the country's largest political force, and are now supporting former president Rene 
Preval, the frontrunner in the first-round presidential elections. 
 
The two former presidents have become estranged, but both are popular in Cite Soleil and other poor 
neighbourhoods in Port-au-Prince and Haitians typically associate one with the other. 
 
Leading members of Haiti's fiercely anti-Aristide elite blame the armed groups in Cite Soleil for a 
spate of kidnappings that have led to panic among the capital's middle and upper classes, though UN 



and police officials say many of the criminal masterminds live elsewhere. In recent weeks, 
conservative business leaders have organised protests demanding a UN-led crackdown in the area. 
 
"We are waiting for [Valdes] to give clear instructions to the troops under his command to cleanse Cite 
Soleil of the criminals," Reginald Boulos, president of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said 
on Haitian radio last month. 
 
Lavalas leaders accuse the business leaders of trying to use the UN to further clamp down on the party 
and its supporters. "Ninety per cent of the Haitian people want elections because they are supporting 
Rene Preval for president," said Rene Monplaisir, a Lavalas leader in Cite Soleil, campaigning for Mr 
Preval. 
 
So far the UN has not ceded to elite demands for a large-scale offensive. But nor has it tried to 
negotiate with the armed groups, hampered by the US-backed interim government's refusal to grant an 
amnesty. 
 
"There is no military solution to Cite Soleil," said General Husban. "The solution could be giving the 
gangs amnesty and giving more social help. Medicine, food, development projects … It seems that the 
Government is not willing to solve the problem of Cite Soleil and they want us to go there and destroy 
it, to kill all the people there. We will not do this." 
 



Editorial: Canada must aid Haiti's democrats 
The Toronto Star 
Feb. 3, 2006 
 
Canada betrayed Haiti's democrats two years ago, and we were not alone. The United States also did 
nothing as President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a democratically elected populist, was hounded into exile 
by murderous thugs. Meanwhile, Haiti's small but rich elite cheered, along with U.S. Republicans. And 
France was equally complicit. 
 
A few hundred U.S. Marines, Canadian commandos and French legionnaires could have saved 
Aristide, and democracy, in 2004. Instead, the self-styled "Friends of Haiti" stood back and watched. 
 
Stephen Harper will have a chance to make amends for Canada's disgraceful performance soon after he 
is sworn in Monday as prime minister. The very next day, Haitians elect a new president and 
parliament. 
 
Ottawa is sending 106 observers to show that Canada stands for "freedom, democracy, the rule of law, 
human rights, and compassion for the less fortunate in all parts of the world," as Harper put it this 
week. 
 
Apart from watching Haitians vote, Ottawa can also help by supporting front-running candidate René 
Préval or whoever else is elected, assuming the vote is credible and the new president tries to mend old 
wounds. In addition, Harper can increase aid to Haiti. Currently, Ottawa is donating $180 million over 
two years. The extra money can be used to strengthen public administration, the courts, the police and 
services for the needy.  
 
Haiti, a country of 8.5 million, is the poorest in the Western Hemisphere. Its people eat argile, patties 
made of sugar and clay, to ease their hunger pangs. Canada, a rich nation and home to 150,000 
Haitians, can afford to offer more than $10 a year in per capita aid. 
 
Harper can also beef up the contingent of 125 Canadian police who are in Haiti helping to train local 
police. He should also be prepared to deploy troops to help the United Nations assist the new regime in 
establishing its credibility. The UN now has 9,000 troops there. 
 
There is no guarantee Préval will win an absolute majority in the first round of balloting. But he is the 
most attractive candidate in a field of 35 that includes unsavoury figures like Guy Philippe, who led the 
2004 coup, former death squad chief Louis-Jodel Chamblain, and Franck Romain, a military officer 
under the former despot François "Papa Doc" Duvalier. 
 
Préval, a moderate, is a former president and a protege of Aristide. "We have to put an end to violence 
and instability of every kind, to let Haitians get on peacefully with their lives and to encourage 
investment," Préval said this week. "The rich are cloistered in their walled villas. And the poor are 
crammed into slums and own nothing. The gap is too big." 
 
There is support in Haiti for his view. Crowds marched in Port-au-Prince's most anarchic slum this 
week, chanting "Préval is freedom for Cité Soleil." At least he inspires hope. 



 
While in office, Aristide proved a cruel disappointment. He is a fiery populist who fanned rich-poor 
tension, relied on gangs and tolerated corruption. But the unelected Haitian elite who chased him from 
office, with the approval and support of U.S. Republicans, was no better.  
 
By doing more to help Haiti's poorest, Harper can signal Canada's engagement across the hemisphere, 
promoting democracy, good governance and social justice, at a time of rising tension. New leaders and 
movements in Venezuela, Brazil, Chile, Argentina, Bolivia and Mexico are challenging U.S. 
unilateralism and economic policies that widen the rich-poor gap. Canada must promote 
understanding, and co-operation. 
 
Préval wants the UN troops to remain indefinitely. He wants quick delivery of the $1.3 billion in aid 
Haiti has been promised. He seeks to reform Haiti's predatory political culture that encourages small 
groups to chase power, solely to enrich themselves. He wants to build up the police, to reform the 
judiciary and to create jobs by repairing schools, health care, roads and water lines. He will try to get 
the rich and poor talking.  
 
This is an agenda that Harper can endorse. 
 
There is no guarantee of success. Haiti's history has been a vicious struggle over meagre spoils. But 
Préval and like-minded moderates need Canada's help. This time, we should deliver. 



A place of danger 
The Miami Herald Editorial 
Fri, Feb. 03, 2006 
 
In Haiti's Cité Soleil, a burgeoning outburst of political violence has made the notorious Port-au-Prince 
slum the focus of concern as the country approaches presidential and legislative elections on Tuesday. 
 
The international aid agency Oxfam said Thursday that fear of armed violence, including the 
bloodshed in Cité Soleil that has killed or wounded more than 250 since Dec. 1, is discouraging 
Haitians from voting. 
 
Lt. Gen. José Elito Carvalho de Siqueira, commander of U.N. peacekeepers in Haiti, said international 
troops and police will work with Haitian authorities to make sure people can vote in the first election 
since President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted in 2004. 
 
''All the voting points around the country will be safe for the vote,'' Elito told reporters in Haiti. ``The 
people that want to can go out and vote and come back home.'' 
 
About 85 percent of Haiti's 4.5 million eligible voters have registered to choose a new president and 
legislature in Tuesday's vote, which will replace the interim government imposed after Aristide's 
ouster. 



 
U.S. citizen  
Organizations promote the American dream at rally 
BY KAREN BERKOWITZ  
The Evanston Review, IL 
Pioneer Press Online 
February 2, 2006 
 
Marie Daye first became eligible for citizenship 31 years ago, five years after she moved from Haiti to 
Evanston at age 11.  
 
But until Saturday, the 47-year-old Evanston mother had put off applying for citizenship and 
renouncing allegiance to her native Haiti -- figuring she may want to resettle there once her kids were 
college graduates and poised to realize the American dream.  
 
But any illusions that she could play a role in rebuilding the ravaged country were shattered during a 
trip home in January to bury her mother-in-law.  
 
"I decided, 'This is it. I am going to become a U.S. citizen,'" said Daye, who submitted her 10-page 
application at a citizenship rally Saturday at Evanston Township High School.  
 
"I still want to go back to Haiti and help, but right now there is no hope," said Daye, who happened to 
be vacationing there in 2004 when she became "caught up" in the rebellion and overthrow of Jean-
Bertrand Aristide.  
 
At the citizenship event, Daye met up with a co-worker, Janet Dolin, a Wilmette mother worried that 
lawmakers may add more hoops and hurdles to the process.  
 
A bleak outlook 
 
"I've heard the news that things are going to get even harder -- that the test may change and the process 
could take longer," said Dolin, who came to the North Shore seven years ago from Acapulco, Mexico.  
 
Dolin, the married mother of two children, ages 3 and 1 1/2, hoped to lay to rest any chances she might 
be deported.  
 
"Sometimes you can get involved in situations, and by the time they find out if the allegations are true 
or not, they've sent you home," Dolin said. "I don't want to put my children through that.  
 
"Just being a permanent resident doesn't really grant me a place to stay here forever. The only thing I 
can count on is to become a U.S. citizen. Then it won't be easy for the government to say, 'You have to 
go back.'"  
 
The citizenship rally was co-sponsored by a half-dozen organizations as part of the state's New 
Americans Initiative, a campaign to help 60,000 legal residents become citizens over the next three 
years.  



 
According to the state, there are 348,000 immigrants living in Illinois who are eligible for citizenship, 
but have not applied.  
 
"We are living in a time in America where becoming a citizen is more paramount than ever," said 
Suzanne Franklin, administrator with the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, which works with refugees 
and people seeking asylum from countries that once were part of the Soviet Union.  
 
"The only way to protect your rights is to become a U.S. citizen."  
 
At New Americans events throughout the area, "green card" holders are first evaluated for their ability 
to understand and speak English.  
 
Because immigrants can only apply twice for citizenship -- at a cost of $400 a pop -- those likely to fail 
the citizenship test are advised to first enroll in English as a Second Language classes.  
 
Passing the test 
 
To pass the citizenship test, applicants must answer oral questions about U.S. history and government 
and correctly write a sentence in English that has been dictated by the screener.  
 
Free legal advice also is available to those applicants facing legal barriers to citizenship.  
 
"If you have been arrested for a DUI and been given supervision, you have to wait another five years to 
apply for citizenship," explained Ewa Crowe, a New Americans Initiative coordinator who was on 
hand at the Saturday rally. Crowe is employed by High School District 214 in the northwest suburbs.  
 
The next citizenship rally will be held Feb. 25 at the Forest View Education Center, 2121 S. Goebbert 
Road, Arlington Heights.  
 
Help also is available by individual appointment by calling (847) 718-6556.  
 
Other sponsoring organizations are the Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights, the 
Midwest Immigrant and Human Rights Center and the Polish American Association. 
 
 
 
 
 



Haiti's Election Will Put Canada to the Test 
The Embassy Magazine, Canada 
February 1st, 2006 
 
A great deal may still go wrong in Haiti, but as the election date looms the big test for Canada will be 
our ability to hold steady to a foreign policy consistent with our values and multilateral responsibilities 
--especially in our own hemisphere.  
 
On Feb. 7 -- the day after Stephen Harper is sworn in as Canada's new prime minister -- elections will 
take place in Haiti. After being postponed several times, due to a myriad of reasons ranging from 
logistical and administrative to security, this time everything appears to be set. 3.5 million Haitians are 
registered to vote and have been issued their new national identification cards. They will choose 
among 35 candidates, with the two frontrunners advancing to a second round on March 19.  
 
Albeit the holding of fair and transparent elections and an orderly transition to a new government are 
the main concerns of international political observers, these are only two necessary milestones in the 
context of Haiti's institutional reconstruction and eventual reinsertion in the Caribbean community of 
nations. Canada's role is to achieve the long-standing goals of good governance and democracy of 
which the vote is an early step, and we are going about this in a variety of ways.  
 
First, the multilateral approach. Canada has acted concertedly with the Group of Friends (Argentina, 
Brazil, Canada, France and the U.S.) reassuring Haitians of the extent of the international community's 
commitment. We are part of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti, a two-pronged (security 
and socio-economic) multilateral task force. We have also made significant progress in integrating 
CARICOM to the process, as their role is critical for Haiti's post-election future.  
 
Alongside the actions with Canada's international partners and without detriment to our leadership, 
Haitian ownership of the process has been an essential goal. This kind of local commitment is the only 
way to ensure continuity and transfer of responsibilities. The current interim government and civil 
society developed --with Canadian assistance-- the Interim Cooperation Framework, adopted at the 
Washington donor conference in July 2004.  
 
Haiti's current situation is the outcome of decades of internal conflicts, brutal dictatorships and foreign 
intervention that has spanned from open support of the abusive regimes to unfulfilled humanitarian 
commitments. Analysts have pointed to the U.S.'s failure to fully support what was seen as Haiti's 
return to democracy, allowing the collapse of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide's government, as 
propitiating the ongoing crisis. Several countries from CARICOM and many people within the Haitian 
Diaspora resent America's actions. Canada by contrast is seen as an honest broker and committed 
peacemaker.  
 
In the lead-up to the elections, Canada has been instrumental in supporting the Provisional Electoral 
Council. The International Mission for Monitoring Haitian Elections, organized by representatives of 
nine independent electoral bodies from countries of the hemisphere, is lead by Jean-Pierre Kingsley 
and Elections Canada. About one third of the 300 international observers will be from Canada.  
 



On the issue of security, our participation on the UN Mission has been paramount. For two consecutive 
terms a Canadian has served as the Mission's Police Commissioner, but even more importantly, 
Canada is assisting in the development of a long-term strategy to reform the Haitian National Police as 
the challenges in this area have moved from widespread social violence to organized crime. Beyond 
the policing component, Canada is committed to assisting in the urgent process of judicial reform in 
Haiti, with institutional capacity and good governance as part of the ultimate goals.  
 
Haiti's reality is still critical, making it hard to define a hierarchical set of priorities and objectives. The 
elections will take place amidst considerable risks to the safety and security of individuals. The UN 
Mission has designed and will implement an election security plan in coordination with the National 
Police. The government arising from this process will face the challenges of building the institutions of 
our hemisphere's most impoverished nation and will need all the international support it can gather.  
 
The scope and depth of Canada's post-electoral commitment will vary according to the electoral 
results. But one thing is clear: we cannot leave Haiti behind. Humanitarian and political reasons, as 
much as our historical links, are reinforced by considerations of the impact of Haiti on the stability and 
security of the region. A state in disarray has already proven to be an easy passage for drug trafficking 
and arms dealing, and the surrounding Caribbean nations and the U.S. have to contend with the 
increase on illegal migrants from Haiti.  
 
There is a huge Haitian diaspora living in Quebec, but this is far from being simply a Quebec issue, or 
even one to be considered on a constituency basis. This is a hemispheric problem that tests at once our 
commitment to the Americas and the consistency of our Foreign Policy with the very values that define 
Canada. Let us not leave the task unfinished.  
 
Vladimir Torres is an Ottawa-based Latin American affairs analyst.  
 
 
 



Botched Job:  The UN and the Haitian Elections 
Council on Hemispheric Affairs 
By Larry Birns 
February 2, 2006 
 
Haitian Elections - Climate of Fear and Violence, Canada - Deserving of a Guilty Conscience 
 
Holding elections in a country as unstable, insecure and terrified as Haiti may seem impossible, but 
that is exactly what the U.S.-backed interim government intends to do on Tuesday, February 7. That 
country, victim of international neglect and domestic chaos, has descended into a nearly ungovernable 
welter of violence since the Washington-orchestrated overthrow of democratically- elected president 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide in February 2004. 
 
The elusive election, four times postponed due to logistical and substantive difficulties, is apparently 
now set, yet innumerable problems, ranging from fears of poll violence to political repression, have 
turned the ballot into a caricature of the real thing, which is unlikely to restore calm to the island. 
 
In a February 2 press conference, Brian Concannon of the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti 
(IJDH) noted that discriminatory practices have effectively disenfranchised many of the island's poor, 
thus stripping the election of any potential legitimacy. Much of the blame for this can be placed on the 
failed UN stabilization mission, MINUSTAH, which has not only proved incapable of checking the 
country's explosive violence but has, more shockingly, been complicit in a rash of human rights 
violations. 
 
A Dark History 
In a flagrant violation of Haiti's constitution, the Bush administration, under the close supervision of 
the then Assistant Secretary of State Roger Noriega (who later described his Haiti strategy as the 
highpoint of his career), quarterbacked the superimposition of the grossly incompetent and 
irresponsible Gerard Latortue interim government in the wake of Aristide's ouster. The world then 
abandoned the island to its normal fate of being the object of neglect, indifference and the sharp end of 
the outrageous double standards of Washington, France, Canada, the OAS, and the UN's diplomacy. 
 
The target of their "failed state" tactics was to conspire to bring down the constitutional government of 
Aristide. The international community then resumed reneging on its financial obligations to Haiti, 
accompanied by its traditional lethargy toward doing what it had otherwise pledged to do for the 
island. This international abandonment did nothing to facilitate the recuperation of nation whose basic 
institutions had been pulverized and whose vital signs were almost brain dead. Meanwhile, the 
Brazilian-dominated UN stabilization mission (MINUSTAH) has crumbled under the weight of a 
controversial and far from professional performance that has profoundly dishonored its mission. 
 
Established under UN Security Council Resolution 1542, the United Nations Stabilization Mission in 
Haiti (MINUSTAH), was mandated to promote a secure and stable environment to be achieved 
through disarmament, supporting an open political process, ensuring free and fair elections, and 
monitoring and reporting on human rights conditions in Haiti. The UN-led peacekeeping force, with a 
current strength of around 9,000 total uniformed personnel (troops and police) from 43 different 
countries, has indisputably made only negligible progress in advancing these objectives. Since arriving 



on the island in June 2004, the mission's egregious failure to even partially fulfill its charge has been 
the subject of widespread astonishment. Without mincing words, all branches of the UN in Haiti, save 
possibly its human rights desk, have been a qualified failure. 
 
Human Rights Violations 
MINUSTAH's failed effort to uphold strong human rights standards can be illustrated by three clear 
examples. Firstly, the authorities condoned the activities of notorious human rights offender Leon 
Charles, who all along has been embraced in a sinister bond of cooperation with arrant rights violators 
like the local police, as well as the Haitian National Police (HNP), in conducting raids on residential 
areas. Secondly, MINUSTAH frequently acts in consort with the renegade local police force, and 
almost never investigates the majority of human rights violations, nor does the on-site representative of 
the Secretary-General speak out forcibly and consistently against the daily transgressions of the 
disreputable Latortue regime, including unlawful arrests and extrajudicial killings. The local judiciary 
is incapable of distinguishing between the HNP and other rank rights offenders, nor is it remotely 
prepared to condemn their cowardly behavior or hooligan conduct. In looking back at its performance 
since arriving in Haiti in June of 2004, MINUSTAH has rarely upheld its mission's mandate "to put an 
end to impunity." 
 
Leon Charles 
One of the island's major human rights offenders is Leon Charles, current police/military attache at the 
Haitian Embassy in Washington and the HNP's former Director General. It was an act of sheer 
effrontery that Latortue appointed him to that post, and that the State Department agreed to it. As 
Haiti's police chief; he oversaw the gunning down of unarmed pro-Aristide Lavalas demonstrators by 
his own men, even going to the trouble of planting weapons on the innocent victims' corpse's. Yet, the 
U.S. has raised no objections to his deplorable record, and the UN mission to Haiti has done nothing to 
follow up on allegations of gross abuses. 
 
Through the outright support of uniformed thugs like Charles, the UN force has backed up the ill-
trained and violence-prone HNP, in order to guarantee the security and the wellbeing of civilians, even 
though that force is particularly renowned for its heinous human rights violations, such as arbitrary 
arrests and detentions, and extrajudicial killings. The HNP was directly connected to the August 20, 
2005, so-called "soccer massacre" in the community of Gran Ravin-Martissant in the capital Port-au-
Prince, where it helped supply the machetes and hatchets that were used to slaughter innocent civilians. 
All of these victims were suspected of nothing more than being affiliated with ex-president Aristide's 
political movement. The civilian perpetrators backed by police units, mercilessly hacked their victims 
to death and/or shot them. 
 
Bel Air Massacre 
Another example of unremitting police brutality supported by MINUSTAH personnel occurred in the 
slum community of Bel Air in early July of 2005, and continued sporadically through the following 
October. The UN military used its peacekeeping force to control the outer perimeter of Bel Air, which 
allowed for HNP units to drive through the local neighborhood killing and torching houses in order to 
intimidate its inhabitants. According to Thomas Griffin, a human rights activist and Philadelphia 
immigration lawyer, "[the UN peacekeeping force] sort of piggyback and protect the police [by] 
legitimizing them. What you have here is one of the worst police forces in the world probably 
untrained and very scared, and whatever they do; the UN is just backing them up. So the UN is 



shooting a lot of people, because the Haitian police are shooting a lot of people." The result of 
MINUSTAH's collegial relationship with the HNP is tarnishing its own reputation and hindering any 
steps for improving the island's security situation. These disturbing reports about MINUSTAH's 
shocking role, and the questionable conduct of the UN's administrative office representing Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, which has turned out to be all but invisible on the island, certainly doesn't 
conform to the mission's supposed goal to secure and stabilize the environment for ordinary Haitians. 
Rather, it is the source of many of their worse problems. 
 
MINUSTAH itself has been complicit in many violations, highlighted by a July 6, 2005, raid on the 
Pro-Aristide slum community of Cite Soleil. That operation, aimed at gang leader Emmanuel "Dread" 
Wilme, included about 1,400 heavily armed troops backed by several helicopters, operating under the 
name "Operation Iron Fist." The "peacekeepers" first began to shoot into houses, shacks, a church, and 
a school, and eyewitnesses reported that when people fled the scene, in order to try to escape the tear 
gas fumes, UN troops gunned them down from behind. According to the Washington Post, Peruvian 
peacekeepers operating in an intensely over-crowded habitat "responded forcefully, blasting 5,500 
rounds of ammunition, grenades and mortars at Wilme's residence[while] the Brazilians fired more 
than 16,700 rounds of ammunition in the densely populated neighborhood." The excessively wanton 
use of force employed by the peacekeepers, and the thoroughly unprofessional behavior of Peruvian 
and Brazilian forces on the scene, left chaos in its wake, as well as women and children as its victims. 
Yvonne, an ordinary young woman caught up in the mission's raids, was quoted as saying "There is no 
protection for anyone when they start fighting, and people get killed. Women are raped all the time." 
 
It is uncertain the exact number of civilian deaths that occurred since MINUSTAH first arrived in Haiti 
in June of 2004, since the UN does not keep records on such casualties during peacekeeping 
operations. According to Brian Concannon, a lawyer and also the director of the IJDH, "This oversight 
is intentional and many times the troops leave the areas after combat without checking for dead or 
wounded civilians, thus they can officially declare that there is no knowledge of civilian casualties." 
Although MINUSTAH has had a human rights mission in Haiti for 19 months, it has yet to issue a 
single public human rights report, except for rare instances when one UN official breaks and verbally 
denounces the local authorities as human rights abusers. 
 
The UN, the OAS, France, Canada, and the U.S., have been unwilling to intervene in ongoing gross 
human rights violations affecting the country's criminal justice system, where every day arbitrary 
arrests and detentions under the interim government's villainous former Minister of Justice, Bernard 
Gousse, strain the human conscience. Only an estimated 2%, of the more than 1,000 detainees taken to 
the Czarist-like national penitentiary, whose foul conditions cannot be exaggerated, have been 
legitimately tried and convicted of a crime. Furthermore, the abysmal prison conditions are infamous 
for being horrendously unsanitary and dangerous for its detainees. Riots and summary executions 
routinely occur, and visitation rights often have been capriciously curtailed, or looked upon as an 
opportunity to press for a bribe. 
 
Election Support 
The UN mission's second objective is to support the democratic political process in preparation for the 
long promised elections. This part of its mandate also has routinely gone unfulfilled as the elections 
have been postponed four times. The ballot was eventually rescheduled for February 7, but even at this 
late date it is uncertain whether it actually will be staged. There have been numerous delays due to 



technicalities such as voter registration, the distribution of electoral cards, problems with the printing 
of ballots, and lack of sufficient voting centers, not to mention the systematic disenfranchisement of 
members of Aristide's Fanmi Lavalas party. 
 
The election process, which was supposedly a joint-responsibility of the OAS and the UN, in theory 
was accountable for distributing voter cards and setting up polling stations. Here too, MINUSTAH's 
performance was lamentable. Attempts at voter registration were continually muffed, and there were 
serious and persisting issues with insufficient registration facilities in the poor urban and rural areas. 
Furthermore, only 3.5 million people are reported as being registered, out of an estimated 4.2 million 
eligible voters. An ill-conceived strategy whereby Haitian voters are expected to receive instructions 
via radio or television, collides with the hard reality that the rural and urban poor systematically lack 
access to such relative luxuries. Both organizations have been heavily criticized by Haiti's Secretary-
General of the Provisional Electoral Council, Rosemond Pradel, for failing to carry out their 
responsibilities. Voter cards were not distributed by December 25, and many Haitians will have to 
walk more than two hours just to reach a voting center. UN spokesman David Wimhurst's declaration 
that MINUSTAH's mission "was to verify that the voting centers [that] the electoral council had 
selected physically existed, it has never been our job to determine the location of voting centers," was a 
blatantly obvious attempt to exonerate MINUSTAH's clear abdication of responsibility. 
 
Equally troubling is MINUSTAH's failure to help promote the participation of former President 
Aristide's Lavalas party, on the basis of fair play and constitutional obligation. This has put the 
democratic validity of the elections in great jeopardy. Starting months ago, Lavalas placed several 
conditions on its participation, including the release of important political prisoners, such as former 
Prime Minister Yvonne Neputune and Father Gerard Jean Juste, the most popular political figure in the 
country who was recently released to be treated for pneumonia and leukemia in a Miami hospital. In 
addition Lavalas has been calling for the replacement of the de facto interim government and the 
establishment of a new one that is prepared to be accountable to Haiti's constitutional process. 
Furthermore, heavily populated pro-Aristide neighborhoods have been calling for the end of daily acts 
of repression, the total removal of all rogue security forces, and a general amnesty for all political 
exiles, including ex-President Aristide. Unfortunately, none of these desiderata has been considered by 
the authorities, much less met, by the U.S.-installed government and its UN backers. As such, the 
approaching elections cannot even remotely be seen as truly representative of the Haitian people's 
aspirations. If the country's major political party, Lavalas, continues to boycott the election process, 
because neither the U.S.-backed interim government nor the UN Security Council provides them with 
sufficient election security, the election results could very likely lack all credulity. 
 
According to former U.S. Ambassador to Haiti, William B. Jones, staging fair elections is not enough 
to effectively attack the root of Haiti's mountain of problems. In a phone interview with COHA, 
Ambassador Jones commented that, "There is a gross over-rating of elections. Haiti has had elections 
off and on for over 200 years" and the "international community leaves" once they are completed. 
Elections cannot solve what Jones describes as a "cultural" problem. Haitians tend to elect candidates 
on their glitter rather than legitimate qualifications, and sufficient experience for effectively ruling 
once in office. After the usual charismatic but ill-prepared candidate is elected, it is traditional that the 
administration proceeds to undo the work of his predecessor, thus undermining all previous attempts at 
a solidly-based democracy. Jones predicts that "Haiti will take at least 50 years to reach any level of 
security and development," and proposes that "an international consortium managed by practical hard 



nose people, not idealists," should be used to bring order to the country. Other well wishers insist that 
what Haiti needs is less, rather than more, outside intervention and dubious advice. 
 
Disarmament 
Crucial to any efforts to stabilize Haiti is the call for a comprehensive disarmament program. 
According to the International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), "All its disparate armed 
groups depend on supplies from abroad." Yet, the Haitian disarmament mandate has not been given the 
same priority or even informed with the same coherence that has characterized similar past UN actions, 
and appears positively shifty next to its successfully implemented 1999 Sierra Leone mission, 
revealing MINUSTAH's lackluster pretense. The United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) 
was successful in disarming some 47,000 combatants and thwarting an attempted coup in January 
2003. Despite its similarly worded mandates, the UNAMSIL and MINUSTAH missions have 
interpreted their goals in a dramatically different manner. The commanding generals of the Sierra 
Leone mission approached their task with a much more proactive agenda, and far more professionally 
than have their counterparts in Haiti. 
 
Since the disarmament plan of action is designed for flexibility, it can be largely structured to the 
likings of the commanders. The mandates' loose terminology, such as "assist," "support," "monitor," 
and "observe" offer MINUSTAH's commanding general a great deal of wiggle room, something which 
obviously has failed to produce constructive results in Haiti. According to the Keeping the Peace in 
Haiti assessment by Harvard Law Student Advocates for Human Rights, "MINUSTAH's failure to 
disarm is the product of a lack of political will, not a weak mandate." Violence has been fueled by 
contraband weaponry coming from such countries as Brazil, France, and Italy, not to mention the 2004 
U.S. sale of 2,600 weapons to the HNP, and the 2005 agreement dispatching U.S.-authorized pistols, 
rifles, and tear gas according to the IANSA.  
 
To the very end, Washington denied similar weaponry to Aristide, this explains his inability to defend 
his government against U.S. backed and well-armed renegade forces, who had arrived at the gates of 
the presidential palace just moments after the Haitian president was forced out of the country. 
According to an IANSA study, a quarter of the weapons smuggled from Miami, Pompano Beach, and 
Fort Lauderdale from 2003-2005, landed in Haiti. 
 
The shipments of small arms to the universally repudiated Latortue government inevitably infected the 
nation with a capacity to commit even more violence, since many of those weapons are "leaked" into 
the hands of gang members and other "thugs," as they were described by former Secretary of State 
Colin Powell. Today, there are an estimated 210,000 small arms and light weapons either in hiding or 
in circulation in Haiti, most of which are held illegally, or are not properly registered, as the 
government lacks a functioning bookkeeping system, according to IANSA. Resources to finance much 
of the arms trade could be linked to the Haitian-Colombian cocaine trade, which accounts for 8-10% of 
the total amount of that substance presently entering the U.S. If MINUSTAH's job is to disarm the 
violent gangs and other militants, it has failed to effectively do so, and is therefore unable to check the 
escalating violence. Any attempts at prosecuting the drug traffickers can be expected to be effectively 
undermined by the pathetic equivalent of a judiciary created by Latortue's execrable justice minister, 
Bernard Gousse. The president of Haiti's National Disarmament Commission recently observed, 
"nobody is going to give up their gun just in exchange for a promise of legal assistance." Until 



MINUSTAH instinctively investigates human rights violations and gives Haitians a reason to have 
trust in a central criminal justice system, violence will not subside nor justice treasured. 
 
Future of MINUSTAH 
Instability and violence seem to be the recurring themes plaguing the MINUSTAH mission in Haiti. 
Two weeks after Brazilian MINUSTAH commander General Bacellar's deeply disturbing suicide on 
January 7, the UN Secretary General Kofi Annan appointed Brazilian Lieutenant General Jose Elito 
Siqueira Carvalho to head MINUSTAH. Unless the new force commander takes dramatic steps to 
improve relations involving the Haitian public, government, and human rights organizations, the 
mayhem on the streets of Port-au-Prince will continue to take its daily tolls, in the form of common 
crime, abductions and political murders. Unfortunately, the future of Haiti seems bleak, with little hope 
of the upcoming elections creating a stable political environment. Meanwhile, the world turns a blind 
eye to the human rights disaster now being compounded in occupied Haiti, under the auspices of an ill-
named UN stabilization mission and an interim regime whose delinquencies are beyond citation. 
 
This analysis was prepared by COHA Director Larry Birns and Research Associate Sabrina Starke 
February 3, 2006 
 
The Council on Hemispheric Affairs, founded in 1975, is an independent, non-profit, non-partisan, tax-
exempt research and information organization. It has been described on the U.S. Senate floor as being 
"one of the nation's most respected bodies of scholars and policy makers." For more information, 
please see www.coha.org 
 
 



 
 
Peace Promised During Haiti's Elections 
By STEVENSON JACOBS 
The Associated Press 
The Washington Post 
Thursday, February 2, 2006 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- U.N. and Haitian authorities pledged Thursday to prevent violence from 
disrupting next week's elections, as an aid agency warned that fighting inside gang-controlled slums 
threatens to scare people away from the polls. 
 
Lt. Gen. Jose Elito Carvalho de Siqueira, the commander of U.N. peacekeepers, said international 
troops and police will work with Haitian authorities to make sure people can vote in the first election 
since a rebellion forced the ouster of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide nearly two years ago. 
 
"All the voting points around the country will be safe for the vote," Elito told reporters. 
 
About 85 percent of Haiti's 4.5 million eligible voters have registered to choose a new president and 
legislature in Tuesday's vote to replace the interim government imposed after Aristide's ouster. 
 
Fears of violence have been stoked by clashes between peacekeepers and heavily armed gangs _ 
especially around Cite Soleil, a slum that is home to some 200,000 people at the northern edge of the 
capital. 
 
Elito said a rapid reaction force of soldiers and police would respond to disturbances. 
 
"In five to 10 minutes, we'll be there in any case (of violence)," the general said. 
 
Interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue promised a tough response to anyone trying to disrupt voting. 
 
"We will be very firm with those who might come to disturb the good behavior of the polls," Latortue 
said. 
 
The British aid group Oxfam said violence in Cite Soleil and other areas was discouraging Haitians 
from voting next week, and called on the international community to work toward reducing the 
estimated 210,000 of guns in circulation in Haiti. 
 
"Many residents of Port-au-Prince have told us they are too scared to make the journey to vote on 
Tuesday," said Yolette Etienne, an Oxfam representative in Haiti. 



Peacekeepers can protect Haiti voters -UN general 
02 Feb 2006  
Source: Reuters 
  
 PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, Feb 2 (Reuters) - U.N. peacekeepers are ready to secure Haiti's oft-
delayed election with a rapid-strike force to put down any violence at polling stations, their 
commander said on Thursday.  
 
More than 100 election observers from the European Union and elsewhere arrived in the troubled 
Caribbean nation to monitor the Feb. 7 vote, put off from November because of political and gang 
violence and problems setting up polling stations and registering millions of voters.  
 
Brazilian Lt. Gen. Jose Elito Carvalho Siqueira, commander of the U.N. peacekeeping force sent to 
Haiti shortly after former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was deposed two years ago, said his 
security plan will "foil or prevent any plans by ill-intentioned groups who want to disrupt the process."  
 
"All measures have been set up to ensure security before the elections, during the elections and after 
the elections," he said at his first news conference since taking over the 9,000-strong force after his 
predecessor, Lt. Gen. Urano Bacellar, also from Brazil, committed suicide last month.  
 
Security at more than 800 voting centers across the impoverished nation has been a primary concern 
leading up to Tuesday's vote. Hundreds of Haitians have been killed in political and gang violence 
since Aristide was deposed on Feb. 29, 2004, and nearly 2,000 people have been kidnapped for ransom 
in the last year.  
 
Many Haitians remember an election-day massacre at a school in the capital, Port-au-Prince, in 1987 
which forced the cancellation of one of Haiti's early attempts at democracy following the ouster of 
then-president for life Jean-Claude "Baby Doc" Duvalier.  
 
"We have rapid-deployment forces that can reach in five or 10 minutes any voting center anywhere 
there might be a problem," Elito said.  
 
Thirty-four election observers from the European Union and about 130 U.N. monitors arrived in Port-
au-Prince on Thursday to watch an election that has been steeped in controversy over security, the 
location of voting stations and access of the poor to the polls.  
 
"We are going to follow all of the election events from the voting to the declaration of results ... up to 
the end of the process," said Lucia Scotton, a spokeswoman for the EU Election Observer Mission.  
 
Accusations of plans to disrupt the election come from across the scrambled political spectrum. Haiti's 
wealthy elite allege trouble could come from pro-Aristide slum gangs, while slum leaders suggest the 
"bourgeoisie" could disrupt the vote to prevent front-runner Rene Preval, an Aristide protege, from 
winning.  
 
Election officials said 3.1 million of 3.5 million registered voters have received the identification cards 
they need to vote.  



 
"I believe we can expect a significant turnout," said Jacques Bernard, director-general of the elections 
council that organized the vote.  



Another World is Possible  
The World Social Forum in Caracas, Venezuela  
By Mike Rhodes  
SF Bay Area Indymedia 
Thursday February 2, 2006 
 
Under the unifying slogan of “Another World is Possible,” tens of thousands of participants came to 
the World Social Forum (WSF) in Venezuela to build a powerful movement against neoliberalism, 
war, and imperialism. Having the WSF in Venezuela this year highlighted the achievements and the 
advances made by the progressive movement in South America. With left, indigenous, or socialist 
leaders elected in Chile, Bolivia, Uruguay, Venezuela, Brazil, and Argentina there is a great deal of 
enthusiasm and hopefulness about this regions ability to determine its own destiny.  
 
The WSF is organized in a decentralized format that encourages grassroots participation. This is 
accomplished through a series of workshops and forums that bring together political activists from 
throughout the world to give them the opportunity to share experiences and build social networks. 
Each day, during the six days of activities (January 24-29, 2006), there were hundreds of forums, 
discussions, and meetings to choose from.  
 
The opening event at this year’s WSF was a march with over 60,000 participants demonstrating against 
War and Imperialism. There were large delegations from all over South America - including Brazil, 
Colombia, Bolivia, Peru, Argentina, and of course Venezuela.  
 
While the majority of participants at this year’s WSF were from South America, there were a 
substantial number of US citizens participating. San Francisco based Global Exchange, for example, 
has a delegation of about 200. Representatives and delegations from US labor unions, anti-war, and 
faith based groups were at the march and participated at the forum.  
 
Several hundred Cubans were at the front of the march, chanting in solidarity with the WSF theme that 
another world is possible. Representatives from Puerto Rico, Haiti, Canada, and Australia also had a 
presence at the march. In addition to the delegates who identified with their country of origin at the 
march, many participants marched behind the banners of grassroots organizations working on human 
rights issues, environmental justice, or women’s rights.  
 
The WSF was set up as the grassroots alternative to the World Economic Forum (WEF) held in Davos, 
Switzerland by the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. While the WSF is not intended to 
eliminate the street demonstrations that have confronted the WEF, it does provide a an opportunity for 
grassroots activists to envision and build a new future which is an alternative to the global domination 
of US imperialism and corporate interests. The regional WSF in Caracas was one of three being held 
throughout the world. The others are being held in Pakistan and Mali. Dan Yaseen and Camille 
Russell, two Peace Fresno activists, will be attending the WSF in Pakistan at the end of March.  
 
Venezuela president Hugo Chavez, speaking at a large stadium to WSF participants, spoke about the 
Bolivarian revolution which is uniting the countries in South America into an economic/political block 
that can better represent the interest of this regions people. He also addressed the problem of cultural 
and informational domination by corporate control of the mass media. Chavez said that a new 



television network (Telesur), independent of corporate interests, has been established and is now 
broadcasting throughout the region.  
 
During this address to the WSF participants, Chavez introduced U.S. anti war activist Cindy Sheehan 
as “Ms. Hope.” By contrast, U.S. president George Bush was referred to by Chavez as “Mr. Danger.” 
Sheehan spoke the next day at an event titled “Women Say No To War” with Code Pink/Global 
Exchange co-founder Medea Benjamin.  
 
Sheehan, who lost her son in Iraq, said “George Bush is illegitimate and should be evicted. Let’s not 
talk about impeachment, he was never elected. After he is removed from office he should be tried for 
war crimes.” Sheehan said that sometimes comments like these have lead people to question her 
patriotism. In response, she said that “patriots fight against an occupying force” and asked what the 
audience would do if a foreign force had invaded and occupied their country?  
 
“I love my country,” Sheehan declared, but “I love human beings of all countries even more.” She said 
that patriotism is being used to drive the U.S. to war, which is creating incredible wealth for a few 
corporations, like oil companies, who are profiting from the war. Sheehan argued that we need to 
reclaim patriotism or perhaps change the word “Patriot” to “Matriot.” “We need a matriarchal society 
that is more nurturing and fostering of life.”  
 
In the question and answer period Sheehan was asked by Pam Whalen, who is a union organizer in 
Fresno, “would you please run for president.” While declining the opportunity to run for president she 
did say she was considering running for senator in California against Diane Feinstein. The crowd 
roared their approval and the first $20,000 for the campaign was collected. Unfortunately, at an 
exchange rate of $2,144 (Venezuelan dollars) to $1 US, more money will need to be raised before a 
viable campaign to run Sheehan for the senate is a reality. If Sheehan runs, she said she would run as a 
Democrat.  
 
The word used time and again by US participants to describe the experience at this year’s WSF is 
“hope.” The opportunity to meet with other participants from 140 countries around the world 
reinforced the forum’s theme that Another World is Possible. Laura Wells, who is a Green Party 
candidate for Controller in California, saw hope and was inspired by the fact that Venezuela used to be 
a two party system, but now Hugo Chavez, who describes himself as a socialist, and is outside of the 
two party system, is president. Wells said “a series of incidents happened in this country that led to a 
radical change in government.” She believes that conditions can change in the United States, as a result 
of one crisis or another, and that we need to be ready to seize the opportunity. Building the Green Party 
and running for Controller in this years election, when viewed in the context of the huge changes 
taking place in Venezuela and South America, is a strategy that makes more sense to her now than ever 
before.  
 
The WSF consisted of thousands of workshops and events spread out over six days on subjects as 
diverse as how to stop the war in Iraq, instructions on how to build a low power FM transmitter, and 
human rights in Haiti. At a workshop about social movements in Latin America, participants heard 
first hand accounts from numerous countries. One panel member from Bolivia spoke about the recent 
electoral victory of Evo Morales. He described the building of the popular movement that included 
three sectors - unionized agricultural workers, the indigenous movement, and organizations working to 



stop privatization. Evo Morales was dependent on the grassroots movement for his election and will be 
held accountable to carry out their demands. This is in stark contrast to the situation in Venezuela 
where there is not a strong popular movement. While the left holds state power in Venezuela, they are 
in a precarious position to maintain and advance the revolution without a powerful popular movement. 
That is the challenge in Venezuela - to strengthen the progressive social and political organizations that 
will defend the advances being made and hold elected leaders accountable, even as the US and their 
CIA surrogates are trying to destabilize the country.  
 
There were also speakers at this workshop from Mexico, Ecuador, and Colombia. The speaker from 
Mexico was optimistic that the July 6, 2006 elections in that country will see a progressive candidate 
elected president. He said that the winds of change from South America will blow North to Mexico 
this year.  
 
At another workshop, Grace Loumo, executive director of Aware-Uganda spoke about women’s rights. 
Loumo said “women are still fighting for the right to own property in Uganda.” She said “women are 
themselves treated like property by their husbands. We do not even have the legal right to own an 
animal.” Conference participants pointed out that the new Venezuela constitution gives women many 
new rights including valuing the work they do within their homes. Loumo was excited to have the 
opportunity to meet with women from throughout the world to discuss strategy and compare notes.  
 
The new Venezuela constitution, adopted in 1999, says: The State guarantees equality and equity 
between men and women in the exercise of their right to work. The State recognizes work in the home 
as an economic activity that creates added value and produces social welfare and wealth. Housewives 
are entitled to social security.  
 
But, there were problems at the WSF - many participants complained of poorly organized events that 
had been cancelled without notice, the large distances between activities, and the lack of 
communications about events that happen with little or no notice. There is also a “Tower of Babel” 
phenomena with dozens of languages spoken and very few of the events being translated. Spanish was 
the primary language in use.  
 
In spite of these criticisms the mood at the WSF was upbeat and optimistic. Paul LouLou Chery, 
Secretary General of the Confederation of Haitian Workers said the WSF was a great opportunity to 
meet others. Chery said “we are here to discuss our successes and failures...we are looking for a new 
path.” Chery said he was hopeful because so many people had come together to share their experiences 
and learn from each other. He concluded, “the decision to have this event in Venezuela was 
appropriate because this country is an inspiration to the world.” He was talking about President Hugo 
Chavez’s independent politics that are using Venezuela’s resources to benefit the people of this 
country and are sometimes confrontational with the United States.  
 
Maria De La Villanueva, a community radio journalist from Venezuela, had another perspective on the 
WSF. Villanueva said “there are two views about the purpose of the WSF. The WSF brings together 
two different groups. It brings together grassroots activists from popular organizations around the 
world and workers with Non Governmental Organizations (NGO’s).” According to Villanueva these 
two groups have two significantly different perspectives. She said “the participants from the NGO’s 
largely look at how they can ‘help’ the poor. The grassroots activists are working for structural 



economic and social change” that will bring about a more just world. “The WSF provides an 
opportunity for these groups to come together and discuss the issues surrounding these strategies for 
social change.”  
 
The tension between these two sectors (NGO’s and grassroots groups) was most clearly illustrated in 
workshops and events about the situation in Haiti. Grassroots activists from Haiti, who support exiled 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, were surprised and disillusioned to see Camille Chalmers from the 
Social Hemispheric Council on stage with Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez, during his principle 
speech to WSF participants. The presence of Chalmers at the table with Chavez was viewed as giving 
legitimacy to those who participated in the U.S. engineered coup that exiled Aristide. Grassroots 
activists wanted to know why they were not invited to have a representative at the table, but those that 
legitimize the coup did.  
 
US and Canadian Haitian solidarity activists, grassroots activists from Haiti, and other WSF 
participants are also upset that the Brazilian Government, whose president is a leftist, is sending troops 
to Haiti (through the UN) to maintain order. A demonstration was held at the Brazilian embassy to 
protest that country’s intervention in Haiti’s internal affairs.  
 
But, representatives at the WSF from NGO’s working within Haiti see things differently. According to 
a report from one workshop, anti-Aristide participants disrupted a question and answer period by 
refusing to give up the microphone as they attacked the Aristide government as being illegitimate. 
Some of these NGO’s receive funding from conservative US interests (with ties to the CIA) and are 
seen as undermining legitimate solidarity efforts both in Haiti and at the WSF. There is a clear conflict 
of interest between the NGO participants who attempt to foster good relations with the (illegitimate) 
Haitian government and those from grassroots organizations who oppose the coup and are struggling to 
build a more just society.  
 
The organizers of the WSF provided some statistical information from last year’s forum in Porto 
Alegre to help us better understand who participates in the forum and why. They found that 49.8% of 
the people at the WSF said the reason they attended was for the exchange of experience among the 
participants. 47.9% attended because they wanted to contribute towards a fairer society. 42.4% came 
for the democratic debate of ideas and 20.6% came to contribute towards the formulation of alternative 
proposals to the neoliberal model.  
 
A large percentage of participants (88.1%) agreed that organized civil society should take part in 
formulating governmental policies (but 3.4% of participants disagreed and a surprising 8.5% were 
indifferent). 87.4% of participants believe that organized civil society should criticize and pressure 
government to change policies. But, who are the 4.2% of the participants who disagree with that 
statement?  
 
It is interesting that 10.2% of the participants at the 2005 WSF in Porto Alegre disagree, when asked if 
they thought the process of globalization means the concentration of wealth makes the rich richer and 
the poor poorer. 15.4% agreed that globalization means more opportunity for all, rich and poor.  
 



Participants were asked where they considered themselves on the political map. 60.1% thought of 
themselves as left, 19.8% were center-left, 4.5% were center, 0.6% center right, and 1.6% were right. 
13.4% of the participants had no opinion about where they are at on the political map.  
 
When asked about what process should be used for building “the other possible world” the WSF talks 
about, 90.4% said the road should include strengthening the mobilization of civil society on the global, 
continental, national, and local level. 72.3% said the path to building “the other possible world” should 
include the democratization of governments, 59.3% said it should include direct action, 59.2% said it 
should include the democratization of the multilateral organizations (the UN, WTO, World Bank, 
IMF), and 13.5% believe the road should include direct action with the use of force.  
 
Villanueva, the radio journalist from Venezuela, says there is a discussion within the organizing body 
of the WSF to analyze the outcome of the events discussions. One view is that it is enough to bring 
everyone together for five or six days of discussions. Whatever comes out of those discussions and the 
networking that takes place during those days is the purpose of the WSF. The alternative to this 
approach is to have proposals and a process that would develop a political strategy.  
 
The WSF clearly has the ability to bring progressives from social and political movements, 
intellectuals, and grassroots activists from all over the world to come together as an alternative to 
globalization and the neoliberal agenda. The question is - can the WSF shift gears and move the left to 
develop a unified strategy and tactics that will counter this system which has created so much 
inequality, poverty, and war? Perhaps the better question is - does the WSF even want to move beyond 
providing an opportunity for people to come together to discuss issues and network?  
 
If the WSF continues to bring 100,000 people together each year and give them hope and inspiration, 
that is a good thing. It is unknowable whether attempting to develop a strategy to counter US 
imperialism would improve the WSF or if the effort would be divisive and lead to the organizations 
ruin. What we do know is that the next WSF will be held in January 2007 in Kenya, Africa.  
 
For more information about the World Social Forum, see http://www.forumsocialmundial.org.br  
 



Canada to pull its weight on world stage 
By KATHLEEN HARRIS, OTTAWA BUREAU 
The Calgary Sun 
February 2, 2006 
   
OTTAWA -- Canada can wield significant influence on the world by exporting our values of freedom 
and compassion, prime minister-designate Stephen Harper said yesterday as he bid farewell to 
Canadians heading to Haiti as election monitors.  
 
Praising the workers for their role in advancing democracy in the violence-plagued nation, Harper said 
their participation proves Canada's commitment to ensuring the new government has the confidence of 
the Haitian people and the international community.  
 
"Canada may not be a superpower, but we stand for higher values to which all people aspire, and it is 
important that our actions as Canadians promote these values in all corners of the Earth," he said.  
 
With a team of 106 observers, Canada's contingent to Haiti is the largest from the world community. 
Haiti's presidential elections begin Tuesday, the day after Harper is officially sworn in as PM.  
 
Noting he has sparred in past with Elections Canada over public policy, Harper praised chief electoral 
officer Jean-Pierre Kingsley for running the recent election with "integrity and fairness" and for 
leading the delegation to Haiti, a mission that poses some dangers.  
 
Kingsley said Harper sent a "clear signal" Canada will continue to play an international role. But he 
raised questions about how Harper's plan for fixed election dates would work without the certainty of 
majority governments.  



Haitian gang leaders rally hundreds of marchers in capital to demand voting sites 
By Tim Collie  
South Florida Sun-Sentinel  
February 2, 2006  
  
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti · Riding a motorcycle, wearing a crisp, white Tommy Hilfiger shirt and a 
gold crucifix, one of Haiti's best known gang bosses led hundreds of slum dwellers Wednesday to 
demand polling places for next week's national elections. 
 
"People need to realize we're human beings too, not the animals they think we are,'' said Amaral 
Duclona, standing by his motorcycle in Cité Soleil, the bullet-pocked seaside slum where authorities 
say he runs drug and kidnap rings that have paralyzed the capital over the past year. 
 
 Chanting political slogans and shaking dozens of hands nearby were leaders of two other gangs, Evans 
Jean and Ti Blan, who also said they consider themselves political "militants," or Robin Hoods who 
steal from the wealthy elites who have long controlled lucrative industries. 
 
"These poor people want the right to vote in these elections and if we don't get it, there won't be any 
elections worth having,'' said Duclona, 27, who grew up in Cité Soleil. 
 
"If you are fighting to take the people out of misery in Haiti, they will always call you a gang leader." 
 
Postponed four times in the past six months, the presidential and legislative elections are scheduled for 
Tuesday, nearly two years after President Jean-Bertrand Aristide fled the country during a bloody 
rebellion, and preparations are well under way. 
 
Unable to maintain security in large sections of the capital, the interim government and the 
beleaguered 8,000-man U.N. military force say they cannot set up voting booths in Cité Soleil. 
 
Hundreds have been killed and wounded over the past six months in battles between the slum's gangs 
and U.N. forces and outside gangs. 
 
The slum is a bastion of support for Aristide's Lavalas Family Party and former president and Aristide 
ally Rene Preval, who polls show is the frontrunner for Tuesday's vote. 
 
Instead, election officials are asking voters to walk miles outside of the slum to voting booths that will 
be set up for them in ostensibly safe industrial zones that ring Cité Soleil. Many residents think the 
plan is a way to prevent them from voting in large numbers. 
 
"We all registered to vote inside Cité Soleil, and nobody was shot or injured during that process,'' said 
Dieusonnance Exavier, 57, a local merchant. "If they have to bring tanks inside here, then we'll climb 
in the tanks to vote." 
 
Home to an estimated 300,000 people, Cité Soleil long has provided the criminal muscle for the 
country's fractious political parties. 
 



Built on a fetid salt marsh in the 1960s, the slum originally was designed to be cheap housing for the 
Ton-Ton Macoutes, the private militiamen of dictator François "Papa Doc" Duvalier. 
 
But as it became more crowded with poor refugees from eroding agricultural lands, Duvalier and his 
son, Jean-Claude Duvalier, regularly tried to burn out its inhabitants. In the 1980s, grassroots religious 
leaders including the former priest Aristide and Gerard Jean-Juste mobilized the slum dwellers to 
demand their rights. 
 
Aristide was elected president in 1990, ousted in a coup, and then returned to power in 1994 by a U.S.-
led invasion. 
 
He disbanded the army and began arming his supporters in gangs known as chimères, Creole for 
ghouls or monsters. 
 
As they gained control over drug trafficking and attacked Aristide's political opponents, the elites who 
opposed Aristide began funding their own Cité Soleil gunmen. 
 
"It is a hotbed of crime, but that's what happens when you take the poorest of the poor and cram them 
into such a horrid place and don't give them jobs or food or medicine,'' said Bobby Duval, an 
industrialist and political activist who runs a soccer camp for children in Cité Soleil. 
 
Duval delivered the motorcycle to Duclona this week as a present from Haitian hip-hop musician 
Wyclef Jean, who has set up several major charities that work in Cité Soleil. 
 
"What you have right now is brutal crime, militancy, and very little political direction,'' Duval said. 
 
"These gangs really don't know what they want and all the elites want to do is wipe Cité Soleil off the 
map. But if that firepower is linked up to a political cause, then you're going to have a civil war in 
Haiti." 
 
Duclona assumed power when his predecessor, Emanuel "Dread" Wilmé, was shot and killed by U.N. 
forces in July. A huge gate honoring him, alongside pictures of Aristide and South American 
revolutionary leader Ernesto "Che" Guevara, sits at one entrance to Cité Soleil. 
 
Evans Jean, leader of a gang that controls a section of Cité Soleil and no relation to Wyclef Jean, 
gained power after a baby-faced gang leader known as Labanye, who aligned himself with elite-
controlled Group of 184, was killed while watching a soccer match. 
 
"This is the way it's been here for the last 30 years, who knows, maybe the last 200 years,'' said a 
weary Duval. "The elites gain the upper hand for a while, then the masses or the chimère or whatever 
they're called today strike back. It just goes on and on that way." 
 
Tim Collie can be reached at tcollie@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4573. 
  



Flights to and from Haiti canceled 
 
American Airlines said it has canceled flights to and from Port-au-Prince on Monday and Tuesday 
because of fears of unrest related to upcoming elections. 
 
BY INA PAIVA CORDLE AND TRENTON DANIEL 
Miami Herald 
February 2, 2006 
 
Anticipating political unrest coinciding with upcoming elections in Haiti, American Airlines said 
Wednesday it has canceled flights to and from Port-au-Prince on Monday and Tuesday, causing a 
headache for those trying to cast their ballots. 
 
The cancellations are meant to ensure the safety of employees, flight crews and passengers, 
particularly as they travel to and from the airport, according to American spokesman Tim Wagner. 
''We took a look at the history of unrest coinciding [with elections], and there is definitely a history 
there,'' he said. 
 
On Tuesday, some 3.5 million registered Haitian voters are expected to head to the polls to elect a 
head-of-state and a number of senators and deputies. The vote comes after an armed revolt expelled 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide two years ago. 
 
Like the U.N. peacekeepers who arrived in Haiti after Aristide's ouster, Prime Minister Gérard 
Latortue, the interim government's appointed caretaker, has been widely criticized for not doing 
enough to stem mounting unrest. 
 
American has three flights daily from Miami International Airport to Port-au-Prince, one flight daily 
from Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood and one from New York's JFK. 
American plans to resume flights Feb. 8. 
 
''We will obviously keep a close eye on what the situation is and adapt to that as well,'' Wagner said. 
Until then, stateside Haitians seeking to vote in the elections may have difficulties reaching their 
homeland. They are not allowed to cast their votes from the United States. 
 
Some will likely have to fly to the Dominican Republic, which neighbors Haiti on the island of 
Hispaniola, and then drive across the border. 
 
Among those held up by the cancellation: Haitian superstar Wyclef Jean, a member of the Grammy-
winning hip-hop trio The Fugees. 
 
Jean plans to skip next week's Grammys to cast his ballot and travel from Los Angeles to the 
Dominican Republic via Miami, and then across the border. 
 
''No disrespect to the Grammys, but I have to vote,'' Jean, a Haitian citizen, told The Miami Herald in a 
phone interview. ``It's going to be crazy, but it's important that I make it.'' 



While the cancellation caused a headache for some, there were others who found the decision to be no 
surprise. 
 
''It's something we're so accustomed to,'' said Patrick Tardieu, owner of a South Florida shipping 
company. ``This is not something new to us -- not at all.'' 
 
Alternative ways of getting to Haiti might include Air France, which flies from Miami to Port-au-
Prince on Thursdays and Sundays and Tuesdays. Return flights leave Port-au-Prince for Miami on 
Wednesdays, Saturdays and Mondays. The airline still plans to fly those Monday and Tuesday flights 
as of late Wednesday, a reservations agent said. 
 
At least one other carrier, La Caribeenne des Transportes Aeriens, flies to Port-au-Prince from Santo 
Domingo. 
 
Passengers can fly on another carrier from Miami to Santo Domingo -- or from Fort Lauderdale to San 
Juan to Santo Domingo -- and then fly to Port-au-Prince. But it was unclear whether that airline will be 
flying to Port-au-Prince on Monday and Tuesday. 
 



 
Haiti's election 
At last, a bridge of sorts to the future 
Feb 2nd 2006  
The Economist  
 
A belated and perhaps chaotic milestone in an ill-starred international effort to create a democracy out 
of a failed state 
AP 
 
THE streets of Port-au-Prince are decked out in campaign bunting. But there is little sign of many of 
the 34 candidates, either because they lack money or are scared of street violence. Even so, almost two 
years after a ragtag group of armed rebels precipitated the ousting of Jean-Bertrand Aristide as Haiti's 
president, the poorest and most chaotic country in the Americas is inching towards a presidential 
election. The vote, due on February 7th, is long overdue. It is taking place under the auspices of the 
United Nations and its force of 9,000 peacekeeping troops and police, but has been postponed four 
times. 
 
If it goes ahead smoothly, the election looks set to be won by René Préval, a former president and once 
a close ally of Mr Aristide, a populist ex-priest who is now in exile in South Africa. That has led some 
Haitians to see sinister motives behind the postponements. Mr Aristide still protests bitterly at his 
removal from Haiti as American marines and French paratroops flew in, ostensibly to prevent a 
bloodbath, as the rebels marched on the capital. 
 
In fact the delay appears to stem from the difficulty of organising a free and fair election in Haiti. 
Despite the UN's efforts, the country remains economically devastated. Large areas of the capital are 
racked by violence, crime and kidnapping. 
 
The United States and the European Union have put up most of the money for identity cards for the 
3.5m voters—the first-ever attempt to create a reliable electoral register. Gerardo Le Chevallier, an 
experienced Salvadorean who heads the UN's electoral team in Haiti, is confident of a fairly peaceful 
vote. Turnout may be low. But so it was when Mr Préval was elected in 1995—and it was even lower 
when Mr Aristide won a second term in 2000 in an election boycotted by the opposition. 
 
To prevent fraud and ensure security, the UN persuaded local electoral officials to cut the number of 
voting centres by half, to 803. Some fear this may generate crowds and confusion. Some voters will 
have to walk for miles. Logistics are “very difficult”, concedes Mr Le Chevallier. His request to the 
United States for the loan of extra helicopters was turned down, so he has hired 280 mules to collect 
ballots from remote areas. That may delay the count. 
 
Few Haitians seem optimistic that the election will mark a change in their fortunes. After decades of 
dictatorship, Mr Aristide's election inspired hope. He was overthrown by a coup in 1991; three years 
later, Bill Clinton sent 20,000 American troops to restore him to power. But Mr Aristide became 
increasingly despotic, relying on thuggish gangs to enforce his rule. Political instability and violence 
have conspired against economic development. Annual income per head is $390—less than it was in 
1955 allowing for inflation.  



 
The elections are taking place against a background of rising violence. Most of this appears to be non-
political. It is concentrated in Cité Soleil, a vast and lawless slum between the airport and the centre of 
Port-au-Prince. The slum is a stronghold of gangs once loyal to Mr Aristide. The gangs have rendered 
the main highway, which runs nearby, unusable. That in turn has forced several local factories to close, 
with the loss of thousands of jobs. 
 
Each day brings reports of looted businesses, kidnappings and killings. More than 1,500 people, 
including 78 local police and nine UN peacekeepers, have been killed since Mr Aristide's fall. Last 
December alone, two health posts run by Médecins Sans Frontières, a French charity, treated more 
than 220 gunshot victims. Nearly half were children, women or elderly. There were 247 reported 
kidnappings in December in Port-au-Prince.  
 
“Our country is being wrecked,” says Charles Baker, a factory owner and a presidential candidate 
supported by business groups which led street protests that helped to bring down Mr Aristide. He 
blames the UN for not doing more against the gangs. Residents of Cité Soleil disagree. “We have 
nothing to eat or drink, and the UN is shooting at us,” said one. “They coop us up here and treat us like 
wild beasts.” 
 
The UN troops are under constant fire from the gangs. The mission, led by Brazil and Chile, has been 
hampered from the start by lack of money, men and equipment. Juan Gabriel Valdés, the mission's 
head, says he needs armoured helicopters, night-vision goggles and radios for the troops, as well as 
money for social projects in the slums. He has resisted calls for operations in Cité Soleil of a kind that 
would cause large-scale civilian casualties.  
 
Security has improved outside Port-au-Prince, allowing campaign rallies, though these are brief affairs 
with many bodyguards attending. Mr Préval has made the running, with 37% of the vote in the only 
credible opinion poll. “We need investment and jobs and for that we need peace,” he told a rally in St 
Marc, north-west of the capital. He promises universal primary education and better health care.  
 
The poll put Mr Baker second, but with only 10%. He wants to restore the army, disbanded by Mr 
Aristide. He accuses Mr Préval of being Mr Aristide's “puppet”. Yet there is much evidence that the 
two fell out. Mr Préval's supporters accuse Mr Aristide of undermining his government, and of being 
behind the murder of two of his closest friends. Under Mr Aristide, “there was a lot of corruption,” 
says Mr Préval. Some of those responsible now face drugs charges in the United States.  
 
If Mr Préval wins, as seems likely, he would at least enjoy legitimacy, which might give Haiti an 
opportunity to turn the corner. But if it is to seize the opportunity, the country will need continuing 
support from the outside world—preferably on a greater scale than it has received so far.  



Dark past hovers over some Haiti presidential hopefuls 
02 Feb 2006  
Reuters 
By Joseph Guyler Delva and Jim Loney 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, Feb 2 (Reuters) - The leader of a bloody rebellion that toppled the last 
democratically elected government, a weapons dealer, an army chief and an accused killer linked to the 
Duvalier dictatorship are among the people whose presidential campaigns have angered rights workers. 
 
The candidacy of Guy Philippe, a former police commissioner who led the rag-tag band of soldiers and 
gang members who ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide two years ago, and others with 
questionable histories worries activists in a country terrorized in the recent past. 
 
"They are out there campaigning and they know there is no chance of prosecution," said Joanne 
Mariner, a Haiti expert with New York-based Human Rights Watch. "It's another reason to be 
pessimistic about Haiti." 
 
Fortunately, human rights experts say, none of these candidates is expected to win. Former President 
Rene Preval leads comfortably in pre-election polls for next Tuesday's vote. Preval is around 20 
percentage points ahead of the field, according to the few opinion polls done in Haiti. 
 
Of the candidates that have worried rights workers, Philippe is polling the best but is still not in double 
digits. His rebels killed dozens of people in the month-long uprising against Aristide in February 2004. 
 
It was not the revolt that first brought Philippe, a charismatic 37-year-old, to the attention of human 
rights observers, but his time with the police in Delmas, a suburb of Port-au-Prince. 
 
"During his tenure as police chief there were credible reports of summary executions of gang members 
by police," Mariner said. 
 
Philippe has campaigned openly with Louis Jodel Chamblain, a former death squad chief who helped 
him lead the 2004 rebellion. 
 
Chamblain has twice been convicted of murder, once in connection with a peasant massacre in the 
Raboteau seaside slum in 1994. His convictions were overturned by Haitian courts after the revolt in 
trials that rights activists consider farces. 
 
Franck Romain, a high-ranking army officer when Francois "Papa Doc" Duvalier and his dreaded 
Tontons Macoute paramilitary ruled Haiti, is also running for president, though his campaign has 
gained little traction. 
 
VIDEO-TAPING MURDER 
 
Romain, once a right-wing mayor of Port-au-Prince, was widely blamed for a Sept. 11, 1988 massacre 
at St. Jean-Bosco Church, where Aristide, then a firebrand Roman Catholic priest, was preaching. At 
least 13 people were killed and dozens injured. 



 
During Papa Doc's reign of terror, Romain killed two young men in front of a Port-au-Prince cemetery 
and had video of the incident shown on television, according to Patrick Elie, leader of a Haitian human 
rights group. 
 
Other candidates with tarnished histories include Dany Toussaint, a gun shop owner who was once a 
suspect in the killing of Haiti's most prominent journalist, Jean Dominique; Hubert DeRonceray and 
Edouard Francisque, ministers in the Duvalier regime; and Himler Rebu, an army chief during a 
military junta that ousted Aristide in 1991. 
 
Rebu's army and paramilitaries were blamed for thousands of killings, as well as torture and rape, 
during the three years Aristide was in exile near the start of his first term. 
 
But while none of these men is expected to beat Preval, rights campaigners say their candidacies have 
a chilling effect on Haiti's struggle to mold democratic institutions, as the poorest country in the 
Americas tries to throw off a long history of dictatorship and military rule. 
 
"It's a big blow for the struggle for human rights in Haiti," said Renan Hedouville of the Lawyers 
Committee for Human Rights, a local rights group. "It's like they forgot about those people, like they 
never did anything."  
  



Security shortage seen before Haiti vote 
By Susan Milligan 
Boston Globe 
February 2, 2006 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- International peacekeepers responsible for preventing violence during 
Tuesday's national election do not plan to protect some 10 percent of the approximately 800 polling 
centers across Haiti, including the most dangerous sites in the troubled capital, according to an internal 
Haitian police document. 
 
 A spokesman for the international force confirmed that the troops would not be deployed at every 
polling place, saying that there are not enough troops to be everywhere, especially in remote areas that 
are difficult to reach by vehicle. But he added that all sites would at least have a military police or 
Haitian National Police presence. 
 
He said he could not detail, for security reasons, which polling centers would not have the on-site 
protection of the more heavily armed peacekeepers, a 7,500-member force from 21 countries 
dispatched to Haiti in mid-2004. 
 
But according to the police memo, provided yesterday to the Globe, some 80 locations across the 
nation -- including ''all the hot spots" in Port-au-Prince -- will ''not be covered" by the peacekeepers, 
heightening security concerns among a population already complaining of escalating criminal activity. 
The memo was based on information from the peacekeeping force, according to the person who 
disclosed it. 
 
The security troubles threaten to mar Haiti's long-awaited election, when Haitians will choose among 
35 candidates for a president they hope will pull the nation out of decades of poverty and political 
instability. The polling has already been delayed several times because of violence and the difficulty of 
organizing the election, which is scheduled to replace an interim government that has ruled since 
former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted in February 2004. 
 
 One slum on the capital's outskirts, Cité Soleil, has become so dangerous that election officials have 
decided not to put polling stations in the neighborhood, forcing those who are still living there to travel 
outside the area to vote. Aid workers and locals believe many people have left the neighborhood in 
fear. 
 
Locals in the poorer neighborhoods have long complained that the peacekeeping force, known by its 
French acronym MINUSTAH, does not act aggressively enough to protect citizens against the criminal 
violence, and many are worried that violence will escalate on election day. 
 
''While all the action is going on, MINUSTAH just looks on and drives by. They don't intervene. That's 
the reason a lot of Haitians don't like MINUSTAH," Jean Robert, a 33-year-old musician, said 
yesterday in the Delmas neighborhood of the capital. 
 
The spokesman for the peacekeepers, Damián Onses-Cardona, said the Brazilian-led international 
force has a solid plan for security on Tuesday, dividing areas into calm ''green" zones, potentially 



unstable ''yellow" zones, and more dangerous ''red" zones, and assessing the need for security at each 
place. Some of the polls will be protected only by Haitian police and military police, he said, but those 
forces will be able to communicate with peacekeepers, who can respond to a call for backup within 15 
to 30 minutes. 
 
''All of them will be secure. They are trained," Onses-Cardona said, referring to the local guards and 
police. He noted that voter registration has been going on for months without incident with the help of 
peacekeepers. 
 
Security has been a growing concern as Haiti readies for its watershed vote. Haiti, the poorest nation in 
the Western hemisphere, is now run by an interim government widely derided by locals for being 
unable -- or unwilling -- to bring order. 
 
In the months before Aristide's departure, politically motivated killings and other violence roiled Port-
au-Prince. Since 2004, the violence has been largely criminal in nature. 
 
Cité Soleil resembles a war zone, as armed gangs roam the streets shooting at one another. The 
peacekeeping force has lost eight soldiers so far in the violence. Kidnapping has become a constant 
threat, as the gangs seek ransom money to finance their operations. 
 
In the Delmas section, some stores have installed bullet-proof glass and holes through which to point 
guns at intruders. The area's main grocery store, one of the cleanest and best-stocked in the city, has 
posted armed guards. 
 
Isemonde Joseph, 30, grew up in Cité Soleil crammed into two rooms with her extended family. She 
recently achieved her dream of becoming a doctor, spending two years in the countryside and in Haiti's 
north to complete her studies. Now back in Port-au-Prince, Joseph had hoped to move back to her old 
neighborhood to provide desperately needed healthcare. 
 
But with the shooting and kidnapping, ''I can't go," Joseph said, breaking down in tears as she 
described the scene there. ''I would like to help my community and I would like to help Cité Soleil. I 
don't know why my brothers are doing this," she added, referring to the crime by young men in the 
neighborhood. 
 
Claude Parent, director of the International Commission for Monitoring Elections in Haiti, said 
election observers would skip some polling stations because of the danger. Armed gangs might be 
angry that the polling stations have been removed from Cité Soleil, an old stronghold of Aristide's, 
Parent said, and the criminals may make trouble even at neighboring polling places. 
 
''There are some places we cannot go," he said. ''What do you want to do, risk lives?" he asked. If 
violence breaks out, he added, ''we will be the first to leave." 
 
Haitians say they have lost patience with the government, the police, and the international troops who 
seem unable to rein in the criminal activity. 
 



''The government is not doing anything. We get up in the morning and we don't know how the streets 
will be, who got kidnapped," said Jacques Sterlin, 58, who runs a cafe in the city center. 
 
Sterlin, who was born in Haiti but spent his childhood in Westford, northwest of Boston, before 
moving back here 30 years ago, said the security situation was discouraging both foreign investors and 
even Haitian businessmen outside the capital from investing in projects that could provide needed jobs. 
 
The day before, Sterlin said, someone was kidnapped and thrown into the trunk of a car up the street 
from his cafe -- and very near a small hotel where some international troops are staying. ''It's a free-for 
all," he said. 
 
Berrette Alexis, 33, who is unemployed, said the police don't have the will or the weaponry to protect 
people. ''No one's safe now," he said 



Haiti to stop polling, shut schools to secure vote 
Wed Feb 1, 2006  
Reuters 
  
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti- Haiti will stop campaigning and close schools and government offices 
before next week's presidential election, to help ensure security for the long-awaited poll, the country's 
interim authorities said on Wednesday. 
 
Prime Minister Gerard Latortue also said polling would be stopped and barred media from publishing 
any but "official" results, amid fears of violence surrounding the February 7 vote, Haiti's first since 
former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted by a rebellion in February 2004. 
 
Schools will close on Friday and not reopen until the following Friday, three days after the election, 
originally set for November, but delayed repeatedly. Latortue said he realized many Haitians might 
remember an election-day massacre in 1987, when voters were cut down at a school in the capital. 
 
He assured voters that Haitian police and 9,000 U.N. peacekeepers were ready to protect them. 
 
"The government, with the support of U.N. troops, with the help of Haitian police, will take all the 
necessary measures to make sure people can go and vote in a secure environment," Latortue, who was 
appointed after Aristide's departure, said at a news conference. 
 
"We are going to prove that we can be firm with those who will seek to stir violence during the 
election," he said. 
 
Latortue said public administration workers would be off the job from Monday to Wednesday and 
campaigning would end on Sunday night. Pre-election polling surveys will not be allowed after 
Saturday. 
 
Media were barred from publishing any results not deemed "official" by the government. 
 
Hundreds of people have been killed in political and gang violence in the two years since Aristide left 
the chaotic, impoverished Caribbean nation of 8.5 million for exile. The capital, Port-au-Prince, has 
been plagued recently by kidnappings for ransom. 
 
U.N. officials said rapid deployment forces would be ready to quell any election-day problems. 
 
"The country is ready for elections and we are ready to provide security," said Juan Gabriel Valdes, the 
U.N. envoy to Haiti. 



 
 
Commander: Haiti slum must be controlled 
By STEVENSON JACOBS 
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER 
Seattle Post Intelligencer 
Wednesday, February 1, 2006  
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- U.N. troops in Haiti must take control of a vast, gang-infested slum while 
minimizing the impact on civilians, their new commander said Wednesday. 
 
At least 200,000 people live in the warren of cinderblock shacks and open sewage canals known as 
Cite Soleil, where kidnappers stash hostages, heavily armed peacekeepers barely penetrate and polling 
booths will not be erected for national elections Tuesday due to insecurity. 
 
Brazilian Lt. Gen. Jose Elito Carvalho de Siqueira told The Associated Press in an exclusive interview 
- his first since arriving in Haiti last week - that having a strong U.N. presence in Cite Soleil is one of 
his chief objectives. 
 
"Certainly, it's necessary in the future that we must go in, and stay, to help the population," Elito said 
in the interview. "But we need to think of these people that are living there." 
 
Limiting "collateral damage," the general said, "is absolutely a priority in every plan you do. We are 
here for a stabilization mission, not as an occupation force." 
 
The new commander said his top priority is ensuring that elections next week go smoothly and are free 
from violence. 
 
The Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince, has been consumed by violence since a bloody revolt toppled then-
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide nearly two years ago. U.N. peacekeepers fight almost daily with 
heavily armed gangs, some allegedly aligned with Aristide. 
 
The elections have been repeatedly postponed because of poor organization and violence. Thirty-five 
candidates are running for president and hundreds more for 129 legislative seats. 
 
Elito said he was optimistic and is pressing all sectors of Haitian society to cooperate. 
 
"The comprehensive plan is going quite well and I think if we're lucky and have the cooperation of 
everyone, we can have a very good result on Feb. 7," Elito said. 
 
Slum dwellers have accused U.N. troops of shooting unarmed civilians during late-night raids, but 
Elito said peacekeepers only fire when attacked. 
 
"They have strict orders not to shoot without identifying the problem. But we need to return fire 
sometimes to control the situation," he said. 
 



Two Jordanians were gunned down at a checkpoint in Cite Soleil last month, the eighth and ninth 
peacekeepers killed since the start of the U.N. mission. 
 
In Cite Soleil Wednesday, two young men lay in the street wounded by gunfire that one of the victims 
and witnesses said came from a U.N. armored personnel carrier. Jordanian U.N. peacekeepers based at 
the nearest U.N. outpost waved journalists away when they approached for interviews. 
 
The general acknowledged that cultural differences may be hindering the Jordanians' ability to win 
support from the Creole-speaking population, but said such obstacles are normal in U.N. missions 
across the globe. He said there were no plans to replace the Jordanians with troops from other nations. 
 
"It is not going well there but it's not mostly a problem with Jordanian units," Elito said. "The problems 
with the Jordanians could happen with any troops." 
 
Elito, 59, replaced Brazilian Lt. Gen. Urano Teixeira da Matta Bacellar, who shot himself in his hotel 
room Jan. 7. It was the first suicide by a force commander in the history of U.N. peacekeeping. 



Slum rallies for Haiti election front-runner 
01 Feb 2006  
Reuters 
By Joseph Guyler Delva 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti, Feb 1 - Hundreds of residents of Haiti's most dangerous slum rallied on 
Wednesday for an unassuming agronomist who is the front-runner in the Caribbean country's looming 
election. 
 
Just one thing was missing: candidate Rene Preval himself. 
 
Preval, the only Haitian leader to leave office peacefully after serving a full term, is not running this 
time under the Lavalas Family banner of ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and has distanced 
himself from his one-time mentor. 
 
But in slums like Cite Soleil, which provided the bedrock of Aristide's support, Preval's fans see little 
difference between him and the former Roman Catholic priest whose shadow hangs over Tuesday's 
presidential and legislative election. 
 
"Preval is freedom for Cite Soleil," the demonstrators chanted on Wednesday as they marched along 
one of the main streets in the seaside slum on the capital's northern edge, a teeming warren of concrete 
block and tin-roofed shanties. 
 
Since Aristide was chased from office in February 2004 by an armed revolt and and U.S. and French 
pressure to quit, the country of 8 million has been ravaged by violence, despite the presence of a U.N. 
force now numbering 9,000 troops and police. 
 
At first, the violence seemed political and the unelected interim government blamed gangs that critics 
said Aristide had armed and used to enforce his rule. The political violence appears to have been 
replaced by raging crime, including around 1,900 people kidnapped in the past 10 months, many held 
for ransom in Cite Soleil. 
 
PROTECT VOTERS 
 
Haitian election officials have decided not to place voting stations in the violent slum, despite 
assurances from the U.N. peacekeepers that they can protect voters. 
 
Demonstrators hurled curses, and a few rocks, at U.N. armored personnel carriers and soldiers on 
Wednesday. The Jordanian troops who patrol Cite Soleil and who have lost four of their colleagues to 
gang gunfire eventually left the rally. 
 
But slum leaders said the poor would not be responsible for violence during the election, originally 
scheduled for November but repeatedly delayed by insecurity, bureaucratic chaos and logistic 
problems. 
 



Rather, they say, violence is more likely to be instigated by the country's wealthy elite, who oppose 
Preval and fear he could pave the way for Aristide's eventual return from exile. 
 
"If there are people who are going to disrupt this election, it is not us," said Augudson Nicolas, a slum 
leader also known Gen. Toutou. 
 
Preval, president from 1996-2001 between Aristide's two tumultuous periods in office, leads by 20 
percentage points in polls over the nearest of his more than 30 rivals. 
 
Larry Birns, director of the Washington-based Council on Hemispheric Affairs, called the front-runner 
a "compelling political figure" despite being quiet. But in a telephone interview on Tuesday he 
questioned whether Preval, or anyone else, could rule the chaotic nation effectively. 
 
"I think Haiti is basically ungovernable," he said. 
 
While Haitian election officials and international groups helping to organize the vote have experienced 
logistic problems, the campaigns themselves have taken full-bore to the dusty and trash-strewn streets. 
 
Across Port-au-Prince, bright banners bearing pictures of candidates and the symbols of their parties -- 
a horse, table, bus and others -- were plastered on walls or strung from light poles. Election jingles 
blared from radios.  



Kevin Pina interviews the most-wanted man in Haiti: Amaral Duclona 
Haiti Action.com  
February 2, 2006  
 
Residents of Cite Soleil show their resistance to the U.N. by tearing down a poster asking them to 
inform on "bandits" in Cite Soleil. The U.N. propaganda poster covered a painting commemorating the 
life of Dread Wilmer.  
  
A poster outside of small school on Boulevard Bwa Neuf, renamed Blvd. Dread Wilmer by residents 
on Jan. 29, 2006.  
  
Cité Soleil is home to over 300,000 Haitians who live in abject poverty. Children play among 
mountains of garbage and open sewage canals. Most are malnourished, as their parents, unable to find 
work amidst 80% unemployment, try desperately to keep their families alive.  
  
By the Haiti Information Project (HIP) 
 
HIP - Port au Prince, Haiti — Amaral Duclona is Haiti's most wanted man. 
 
That is, the most wanted by the U.S.-installed de facto government. His name flashes across television 
screens throughout the capital each night along with those of twelve other men accused as "bandits" in 
the sprawling seaside slum of Cité Soleil. 
 
Amaral is in fact the leader of the anti-coup and anti-occupation resistance in Cité Soleil. He has taken 
up the mantle of his fallen friend and comrade, Emmanuel "Dread" Wilmer, who was gunned down by 
U.N. troops last July. 
 
The U.S.-installed government and Haiti's elite now charge Amaral with killing Canadian police 
officer Mark Bourque in Cité Soleil last December. He vehemently denies the accusation. 
 
Cité Soleil is home to over 300,000 Haitians who live in abject poverty. Children play among 
mountains of garbage and open sewage canals. Most are malnourished, as their parents, unable to find 
work amidst 80% unemployment, try desperately to keep their families alive. 
 
Cité Soleil is also a bastion of support for ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. In his first 
successful bid for the presidency in 1990, Aristide announced his candidacy in this shantytown. 
Following the violent military coup against Aristide on Sep. 30, 1991, Cité Soleil took the brunt of 
violence meted out by Gen. Raoul Cédras' military dictatorship. During that three year coup, the 
Haitian army in league with the CIA-funded paramilitary death squad known as the Front for 
Advancement and Progress in Haiti (FRAPH) slaughtered thousands and burned down whole 
neighborhoods in the slum. 
 
After President Aristide was ousted a second time on Feb. 29, 2004, Haitian police and paramilitary 
units made armed forays into Cité Soleil while occupying U.S. Marines did nothing to intervene. But 
soon, young men formed community self-defense brigades which began shooting it out with the police 
and paramilitaries, effectively driving them from the slum. 



 
Even before the deployment of the U.N. Mission to Stabilize Haiti (MINUSTAH), Cité Soleil and 
other neighborhoods like Bel Air and Solino became launch pads for massive demonstrations 
demanding Aristide's return. The Haitian police's brutal SWAT teams bloodily repressed these 
protests, while MINUSTAH forces stood by. 
 
The massive demonstrations belied mainstream press reports that Aristide had lost popular support and 
embarrassed the Washington-parachuted government of Prime Minister Gérard Latortue and the 
MINUSTAH. The U.N. force's stated purpose was to restore stability and democracy to Haiti. But 
Haiti's poor majority increasingly saw them as an army of foreign occupation bent on propping up a 
client government and crushing their movement. 
 
As gun battles intensified between Lavalas' armed followers and the Haitian police, the MINUSTAH 
intervened to crush opposition in Bel Air and to contain Cité Soleil. Large cargo containers and 
concrete barriers were placed on all of Cité Soleil's major entrances, isolating the shantytown from the 
rest of the capital. U.N. troops searched men, women and children entering and leaving the 
neighborhood. 
 
At the same time, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) began 
pacification programs designed to win the hearts and minds of Cité Soleil residents and undermine 
their resistance. 
 
In Bel Air, the U.N. troops crushed and bought off the armed anti-coup groups while setting up 
military posts throughout the hillside neighborhood. Meanwhile, the UN and USAID began sponsoring 
so-called community development projects, concerts and soccer matches. 
 
The only "community development" organization first allowed into Cité Soleil was working hand-in-
hand with USAID. Yele Haiti was founded by the famous Haitian hip-hop musician, Wyclef Jean. He 
asked residents of Cité Soleil to accept the occupation and let go of demands for Aristide's return. His 
call fell on deaf ears. 
 
One of those most critical of Wyclef Jean's USAID-backed efforts was a young man raised in Lafanmi 
Selavi, an orphanage for street children founded by Father Aristide in 1986. Emmanuel "Dread" 
Wilmer led an armed force of about 150 young men in Cité Soleil determined to resist incursions by 
the Haitian police and what he called "the foreign occupiers." The elite-owned Haitian press, the U.S.-
installed government, and MINUSTAH all condemned Wilmer as a "bandit" and "gang leader" without 
any political ideals. Some 400 MINUSTAH troops killed him along with four of his lieutenants in a 
bloody pre-dawn raid on July 6, 2005. The UN troops also killed untold dozens of unarmed residents 
in the attack. 
 
In the months since Wilmer's death, Cité Soleil residents have complained of coming under constant 
fire by the MINUSTAH's 1500-man Jordanian force which surrounds the shantytown. The U.N. troops 
indiscriminately fire on the population, residents say, in an effort to terrorize and cow the community. 
Heavily armed Jordanian and Brazilian units escort work crews which put up posters exhorting the 
population to stop "associating with criminals." Nonetheless, MINUSTAH has recently admitted that 
the so-called "armed gangs" enjoy the support of the majority of Cité Soleil's population. 



 
Cité Soleil has also become a large base of support for presidential candidate Rene Garcia Preval. 
Aristide's first prime minister in 1991 before the coup, Préval went on to be elected president from 
1996 to 2001. He now commands a large lead in the polls just a week before Feb. 7 elections. Haiti's 
electoral council announced last week that there will be no polling stations in Cité Soleil. Residents 
will have to walk miles to cast their votes. Cité Soleil's armed groups have announced that they will 
accompany those who want to vote to the polls. 
 
Haiti Information Project founding editor Kevin Pina recently spent two days in Cité Soleil and 
managed to negotiate this exclusive interview with Amaral Duclona about the current situation in 
Haiti. 
 
Kevin Pina interviews the most-wanted man in Haiti: Amaral Duclona  
 
KP: Amaral, let's start by letting people know who you are and where you come from. 
 
AD: My name is Amaral Duclona. 
 
I wasn't born in Cite Soleil, but I was born on a road close to Cite Soleil named Chancerel. I was born 
on October 20, 1979. I am currently 27 years old. 
 
I went to school in Cite Soleil, and I went to school in downtown Port au Prince.  
 
KP: So describe the general situation as you see it in Cite Soleil today. 
 
AD: Today we find ourselves in a situation where Cite Soleil is full of misery. 
 
Where they say people are killing each other in Cite Soleil. Supposedly, we are all "bandits" or 
"gangs." 
 
But it is actually this misery I speak of that is destroying the people of Cite Soleil. 
 
Today we are working with the population of Cite Soleil, to see how we can help them get out from 
underneath the misery that they are in. We have no problem working with the local community and we 
invite the international community to help us get out of this misery. 
 
KP: But what about those who accuse you of violence? Those who say there is no role for people like 
you to play in helping Cite Soleil? 
 
AD: There is a well-defined sector working for the bourgeoisie inside of Cite Soleil that doesn't want 
poor people to get out from underneath their predicament. It comes from the base of a real gangster 
who said he was Lavalas but betrayed the cause and started accepting bribes from Apaid and Boulos. 
 
And we can understand that and now how they turn this around on us. 
 
When Dessalines was fighting, they did not understand the fight of Jean-Jacques Dessalines. 



 
When Toussaint Louverture was fighting, they didn't understand him. And when, by the same token, 
Charlemagne Peralte, they didn't understand the fight of Peralte and the U.S. marines killed more than 
50,000 people who were known as Cacos opposing the American occupation of Haiti. 
 
After many years, they came to see that Peralte, was a man of the struggle, was a man among militants, 
who was defending the Haitian population. For that reason the U.S. marines killed him.  
 
It is for that reason that today, us, we are struggling, but this for a people who are in misery. 
 
KP: The U.N. and the U.S.-installed government portray you and Dread Wilmer as unintelligent thugs 
and gangsters. That you are devoid of any political agenda and are merely common criminals. How do 
you respond to them? 
 
AD: Today, they say that Dread Wilme and I are "criminals" without any intelligence. 
 
And everyone must think that the death of Dread Wilme was something that would bring peace to the 
country. 
 
We proved to them that Dread Wilme was never ever a bandit, never a criminal, the same way as me, I 
was never a bandit, I was never a criminal. 
 
We are political militants who are struggling to defend our rights, and to defend the rights of everyone 
and especially the people of Cite Soleil. 
 
In this country, in the country of Haiti, everyone who is struggling to defend their rights, they always 
demonize them through name-calling. They call them "criminals," they call them "assassins." Just as 
they did to Dread and they are doing against me and other Cite Soleil militants today. 
 
But if we were in the interests of the bourgeoisie sector, with MINUSTAH, if that were the case, then 
we would be cast as "good people," we would be the "best people" for them. It's total hypocrisy and 
propaganda to justify the slaughter. 
 
We are not fighting for the interests of the U.N. and the sector of the bourgeoisie they are propping up. 
We put the misery of the Haitian people foremost in our interests and struggle for them. It is for that 
reason that they treat us as criminals and assassins and are trying to destroy us. 
 
Criminals cannot survive in Cite Soleil because an already abused people will not accept more abuse. 
If we are able to survive today it is because the population in Cite Soleil supports us because they 
know we are defending their interests. If they are calling us "poor criminals" then fine, because we are 
in misery, so they are right but we are not criminals. What is criminal is that the U.N. works with the 
very same sector of our society that created this misery in Cite Soleil in the first place. If they define 
opposing this crime as banditry, then we ask them to really look at Haitian history. Didn't the U.S. 
marines call Charlemagne Peralte and the Cacos "bandits" because they opposed the foreign 
occupation of Haitian soil? We, in Cite Soleil, who are fighting are trying to change the conditions of 
the people in Cite Soleil. 



 
KP: What impact does the memory of the slaughter committed against the people of Cite Soleil by the 
military following the 1991 coup against Aristide serve today? Has it had an impact and does it reflect 
in your struggle today? 
 
AD: The massacres of the military, the ex-military, the Haitian army, that were committed against Cite 
Soleil. That had a large impact. Because there were many people that died or lost their families. 
 
There are many people, who have never seen justice for the acts perpetrated by military. And today 
people see what MINUSTAH is perpetrating as a similar thing. People are being shot and killed 
everyday for no reason other than to inspire terror in the population. To force them to accept the 
kidnapping of their president 
 
It is for that reason that we are always demonstrating to demand justice for the people of Cite Soleil. It 
is only here today that people can demonstrate for Aristide's return without being killed by the police. 
Instead the terror of the police has been replaced by the terror of indiscriminant firing by the U.N. 
troops. And yet we still continue to demonstrate. It is this they fear the most. 
 
KP: What about the Haitian elite and the role you say they have played in keeping the people of Cite 
Soleil in misery? 
 
AD: Where there is Dr. Reginald Boulos today? He is now the president of the Haitian Chamber of 
Commerce and yet it was he who killed close to 25 children in Cite Soleil. He made money by 
distributing a cough syrup that was called "Ephemil." Was he never brought to justice for the deaths of 
those children? No, instead he is being rewarded for his role in overthrowing our democratically 
elected president. This is not justice. 
 
It is for that reason that we are demonstrating like this and accompanying the population in their search 
for justice and a way out of misery. And again, the bourgeoisie and MINUSTAH will label anyone 
who defends the interests of the people as common assassins and criminals. 
 
And we say, we are not assassins, we are not criminals. We are political militants, who are defending 
the rights of the population of Cite Soleil, the rights for all of the Haitian people who are suffering in 
misery today. 
 
And it is for that reason that we are struggling, but we will never be criminals, never, ever. 
 
KP: What about July 6, 2005 when U.N. forces killed Dread Wilmer and the accusations that unarmed 
civilians were killed as well? 
 
The U.N. does deny it ever happened but MINUSTAH committed that genocide inside of Cite Soleil. 
It is a crime worse than the Haitian army did inside Cite Soleil [after the coup of 1991 and 2004]. Now 
MINUSTAH blames Lavalas militants...that Lavalas militants killed people who were happy that 
Dread was killed or who were informants against the people's interests. That's nonsense!! We would 
never do that because Lavalas depends upon the people, depends upon the population. If the U.N. 



cannot control Cite Soleil today it is because the majority still believe in the ideals of the Lavalas 
struggle and that means the poor have as many rights as the bourgeoisie. 
 
They make the incredible claim that there were people inside Cite Soleil who celebrated the death of 
comrade Dread Wilme. I don't believe that such people exist in Cite Soleil and it was a fabrication to 
cover up the slaughter by U.N. forces on July 6. Just walk around and ask anyone here and they will 
recite for you the good works that Dread Wilme always did on behalf of the poor in Cite Soleil. 
 
I worked closely together with Dread, me, Amaral. We worked together to help keep the people of Cite 
Soleil alive. 
 
But with the complicity of MINUSTAH along with the bourgeoisie sector, they were able to kill Dread 
Wilme. They were able to kill close to 60 people in Cite Soleil when they assassinated him and four 
other militants. 
 
We always keep Dread Wilme alive in our memory. It is for that reason that the population 
accompanied us, to the point where we succeeded in inaugurating Dread Wilme Boulevard. The 
community worked together to dedicate a street in his name. Everyone in Cite Soleil contributed to this 
effort. 
 
KP: But they continue to say Wilmer was an assassin and a criminal. 
 
AD: If Dread were a criminal, if he was an assassin, the population would never, never, ever, have held 
such a beautiful funeral in his memory in Cite Soleil. His funeral reflected his life and his sacrifice. 
And when we look at the funeral of Dread Wilme...we saw it was an extraordinary thing [referring to 
the huge droves of people who attended]. It was in this same spirit of sacrifice for the interests of the 
poor that Dread was commemorated by renaming the street of Bwa Neuf as Boulevard Dread Wilmer. 
A criminal in Cite Soleil would never have been bestowed with such glory. We will continue our 
struggle in his memory and the U.N. nor the bourgeoisie can ever take that experience away from the 
Haitian people. 
 
KP: What about the upcoming elections? Do you support them? 
 
AD: Yes, we support them if the Haitian people support them. They will try to blame us for any 
violence that happens but the truth is we want this nightmare to be over. The only way to do that is 
through these elections. Now, Latortue and his government and the movement to oust Aristide have 
put many of their family members and cronies in more than 12,000 civil service jobs throughout Haiti. 
These were jobs that were given to poor people to give them a chance to rise above poverty under 
Aristide. They were fired after the coup. Those who replaced them are afraid of losing those jobs while 
the wealthy elite and those who participated in the kidnapping of Aristide have their own reasons to 
create violence to destabilize the election process. We say clearly that the people of Haiti should be 
allowed to decide for themselves whether or not to vote and participate in these elections. We will 
accompany and help to protect those who wish to vote. The repression must stop and we must turn the 
page on this nightmare and hell for the poor in Haiti. 
 
KP: Thank you Amaral. 



 
AD: You're welcome. 
 



Caritas announces creation of new working group on Haiti 
Source:  Caritas 
01 Feb 2006 
 
Vatican City, 1 February 2006 – Representatives from Caritas member organisations, the Caritas 
Internationalis (CI) General Secretariat, and the CIDSE network (Coopération Internationale pour le 
Développement et la Solidarité ) agreed to set up a new Working Group on Haiti during a January 
2006 meeting at the CI General Secretariat in Vatican City. The Caribbean nation, long plagued by 
socio-political turmoil and violence, is one of the poorest countries in the world.     
 
The decision to set up the working group signals a long-term commitment by Caritas, Catholic 
agencies, and Church entities to support Caritas Haiti’s work in addressing its country’s social crisis. 
Pursuing lasting solutions to this crisis and promoting the transformation of the country into a more 
just society based on solidarity are among Caritas Haiti’s priority issues.    
 
Delegates from nine Caritas member organisations (Caritas Haiti, Catholic Relief Services, Trocaire, 
CAFOD, SCIAF, Caritas Spain, Secours Catholique, Caritas Switzerland, and Caritas Italy) and the 
CIDSE network were in attendance. Representing Caritas Haiti were the organisation’s President, Mgr 
Pierre Dumas (Auxiliary Bishop, Port-au-Prince), and Director, Fr Wilnès Tilus.  
 
In laying down its goals, the Working Group agreed to strengthen partnership between member 
organisations in working together for Haiti, to strengthen the capacity for coordination of bilateral 
international cooperation, and to strengthen the capacity for coordination of advocacy activities related 
to Haiti.  
 
Caritas International is a confederation of 162 Catholic relief, development, and social service 
organisations present in 200 countries and territories.  
 
 



Haiti: CIDA funded Camille Chambers (PAPDA) confronted at World Social Forum- Caracas, Ven 
by CHAN  
Wednesday, Feb. 01, 2006  
Excerpts from CHAN posts 
San Francisco Indymedia 
 
Discussion, debate on Haiti on 5th day of World Social Forum  
CHAN Delegation Dispatch excerpts from #2 and all of #4  
Sunday, January 29, 2006  
 
.....Another forum on Haiti ran parallel with the CHAN forum. It was organized by Plateforme 
Haitienne de Plaidoyer pour un Developpement Alternatif (PAPDA), one of the generously-funded 
NGO's in Haiti. That meeting featured PAPDA leader Camille Chambers. PAPDA is an organization 
that has a partnership with Alternatives and several other Canadian funded "progressive" Haitian 
NGOs.  
 
Chambers was a guest speaker at the rally of tens of thousands that opened the World Social Forum on 
January 24. He told that rally, "The countries present in Haiti are merely performing a service for the 
United States." Agencia Brasil reported that "Chalmers called the mission "shameful" and called on the 
"solidarity of the Latin American nations to denounce it."  
 
The PAPDA forum, which was presented as a dicsussion about the "imperialist intervention in Haiti" 
was attended by approximately 20 people including two CHAN activists. Chalmers made a lengthy 
presentation during which he criticized Aristide as well as providing a general but vague criticism of 
neoliberalism. Chalmers made no mention of the human rights situation, the political prisoners, or the 
actual nature of the military occupation. CHAN activists pointed out Chalmers omissions and 
challenged him to speak out against the repression and situation that finds an estimated 1,000 political 
prisoners. Chalmers could not bring himself to denounce the repression or affirm the high number of 
Lavalas political prisoners.  
 
Chalmers was further pressed about the existing funding relationship between his and partner 
organizations with Canadian government-funded NGOs. He claimed that PAPDA doed not receive any 
funding from any foreign governments. CHAN activists reiterated the connection between CIDA funds 
that go to Canadian NGOs that are specifically earmarked for organizations like his. He would not 
concede the point, even though, as it was pointed out, he was flown to Canada by one of these 
organizations to legitimize Canada's role in the occupation which he claims to be opposed to.  
 
During his presentation, Chalmers mentioned the role played by such organizations as the National 
Endowment for Democracy in playing a subversive anti-democratic role in Haiti. On this point, CHAN 
activists pointed out that a NED program officer said that the "problem" with Aristide and Lavalas was 
similar to the "problem" with Hugo Chavez in Venezuela, that Aristide had to go because he enjoyed 
so much popular support and that the opposition was small and fractured. He also denied that Batay 
Ouvriye (which has admitted to receiving NED funds) had received any funding from the NED 
(National Endowement for Democracy).  
 



Since he had earlier claimed that the U.S. led intervention in 2004 came at a time when there was a 
"popular movement" to remove Aristide (which he, presumably, was a part of), Chalmers appeared 
disturbed to hear the NED's on-the-record clarification of their pre-coup activities in Haiti. All told, the 
CHAN activists made a useful intervention in the PAPDA panel, and they were not alone in 
denouncing the true nature of the occupation. A Uruguayan speaker denounced the role that her 
government and military are playing in Haiti, and several other speakers challenged Chalmers' 
contradictory position............  
 
The third forum of the Haiti solidarity movement at the World Social Forum was held yesterday. It was 
the second event organized by the Canada Haiti Action Network (CHAN). More than 90 people 
attended. They heard a panel of speakers from Haiti, North America and South America who, together, 
are among the foremost proponents of Haitian  
solidarity.  
 
Two women from Haiti, one from the young generation, gave moving accounts of the struggle for 
survival in the poor neighbourhoods of Haiti's towns and cities. Women are playing a central role in 
the protest movements demanding a return of constitutional rule and of the elected president, Jean-
Bertrand Aristide.  
 
Members of Global Women's Strike attended the forum, and two of its leaders spoke. They both made 
sharp condemnations of the decision of the World Social Forum organizing committee to facilitate the 
participation of non-governmental organizations that are complicit in the 2004 coup. Andaiye of 
Guyana told the meeting, "Solidarity in the fight for social justice must be international. It's not 
acceptable to be in solidarity with the Venezuelan people, but not in solidarity with the Haitian people; 
it's not acceptable to be for Iraq, but against Haiti."  
 
Andaiye was particularly referring to those groups and individuals participating at the World Social 
Forum who paid lip service to the Bolivarian process, but had little to say, or had a reactionary position 
against, the peoples' struggle in Haiti.  
 
"Last night," she said, referring to the rally of some 20,000 people where President Hugo Chavez 
spoke, "through no fault of President Chavez, we saw the World Social Forum place a representative 
on the table of dignitaries,  
Camille Chalmers, who is opposed to the struggles of the Haitian people for sovereignty. This is not 
acceptable."  
 
Margaret Prescod, also of Global Women's Strike, followed next on the speakers list. "Andaiye's 
comments on Camille Chalmers," she said, "speak to a deep problem in the World Social Forum--that 
racism and sexism is deeply embedded in its structures."  
 
"I am originally from Barbados," she continued. "The Caribbean people have a deep stake in what is 
taking place in Haiti. Our lives depend on stopping the slaughter in Haiti, because if we don't, the other 
islands will become  
killing fields too. So our lives depend on cleaning up the problem in the World Social Forum."  
 



Prescod continued, "The challenge in solidarity work is to make the connection between Haiti and 
other causes. The problems we face are international in scope, and if we don't make the connections, 
Haiti will lose out."  
 
Prescod also highlighted the need for accountability between the solidarity movement outside of Haiti 
and the Haitians directly engaged in the struggle. "Too often power relations develop between 
solidarity movements and people  
on the ground. In my view, we need not just solidarity in the movement, but also accountability. There 
are people who claim to want to do something for Haiti, but they aren't willing to take leadership from 
Haitians. This must  
end.  
 
Prescod added that women must not be bypassed in this process.  
 
Euvonie Georges Auguste, Haitian exile and women's´ rights activist now living in St. Lucia, tied 
together Prescod´s points on lack of accountability and the work of organizations like that of Camille 
Chalmers´ when she spoke on the "absolute lack of connection between NGOs and grassroots 
organizers in Haiti".  
 
Lovinsky Pierre-Antoine spoke on the same subject. He cited the work of other pro-coup groups that 
receive imperialist funding, such as Batay ouvriye. "These groups have significant support 
internationally. They know how to speak well, and they receive significant funding from such agencies  
as NED."  
 
An elected municipal official from Haiti gave a fiery talk at the meeting. He was one of thousands of 
elected and popular leaders who were also victims of the 2004 coup. He faces threats and intimidation 
today. "My biggest  
problem today is not with Gerard Latortue or with George Bush," he said. "I know they will never help 
us. My problem is with those who speak in my name but who work against our movement for 
freedom."  
 
Mario Joseph, the foremost human rights lawyer in Haiti and the only one dealing with the country's 
more than 700 political prisoners, explained the living conditions of those prisoners today.  
 
Two North-American researchers, Anthony Fenton, CHAN activist from Vancouver, and Jeb Sprague, 
from Long Beach, California, spoke about the unfolding connections between "democracy promotion" 
and the opposition to  
Lavalas in Haiti.  
 
Fenton spoke about the National Endowment for Democracy's increased budget in Haiti for FYI 2005 
and the duplicity of the international powers in creating the situation in Haiti. Tens of millions of 
dollars have been poured into the elite opposition to Lavalas.  
 
Jeb Sprague held a short moment of silence for imprisoned Father Gerard Jean-Juste. Citing Freedom 
of Information Act Request files, he detailed the role of the International Republican Institute (IRI) in 
forming a "socialist  



coalition" between the OPL and other anti-Lavalas "left" organizations. The IRI is taking a lead role in 
co-opting Haiti's political elites and engaging in what Sprague calls a policy of "political encirclement" 
around the popular movement.  
 
The day before, January 27, a few CHAN members engaged in a discussion with fellow Canadian 
activists on the topic of the recent Canadian federal election. The forum was organized by the 
International Socialists and  
attended by 60 delegates to the WSF. Steve Da Silva of Toronto Haiti Action Committee told the 
meeting, "I don't agree with an earlier speaker that Canada is a more left-wing country than the United 
States. While Canadians  
may be more wedded to the values of healthcare and social spending, the Canadian state is just as 
imperialistic and right-wing as the United States. The difference being that Canada is one-tenth the 
size."  
 
Roger Annis of Haiti Solidarity BC told the meeting, "We have a problem in the labour movement in 
Canada today. We in the Canada Haiti Action Network have not been able to convince our NDP 
Members of Parliament that they should speak out against the coup in Haiti. This must change."  
 
The fifth and final dispatch of the CHAN delegation to the World Social Forum 2006 in Caracas is 
forthcoming.  
 
CHAN Delegation  
Caracas, Venezuela 



Fernandez is still miffed at Haiti for December incident, reports say 
The Dominican Today 
February 1, 2006 
   
Santo Domingo.- Despite that Haiti’s new ambassador in the country presented the letters de rigueur to 
Foreign minister Carlos Morales Troncoso over one month ago, the diplomat has yet to assume his 
official functions as representative of the neighboring country’s government, because he still has not 
presented his credentials to president Leonel Fernandez as protocol establishes.  
 
The newspaper Diario Libre reports that sources have revealed that the President has not received Fritz 
Cinéas because he is still in annoyed for the manner in which he was treated in the neighboring nation 
during his visit last December 13, date in which he was forced to leave in amidst strong protests in 
Port-au-Prince.  
 
But in the Foreign Ministry’s denial of this version, Morales affirmed that in the case of the Haitian 
ambassador there is nothing more than the routine. He said that the president normally receives a group 
of diplomats, not just one. 
  



Haiti: The Question of René Préval's Candidacy 
By Haiti Progres 
Political Affairs Magazine 
February 1, 2006 
  -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Should people vote for the Lespwa coalition's presidential candidate René Préval or should they 
boycott the de facto regime's elections now scheduled for Feb. 7, 2006?  
 
This question is now confounding the Haitian people and dividing the forces struggling against the 
Feb. 29, 2004 coup d'état which toppled Haiti's constitutional government.  
 
The confusion has become even greater in recent days as a rift has occurred in the putschist coalition 
which backed President Jean-Bertrand Aristide's overthrow. On the one hand, Washington and the 
U.N. occupation forces at its service want elections to be held on Feb. 7, no matter what, so that they 
can "finalize" the coup d'état and replace the hugely unpopular, repressive and corrupt regime of de 
facto Prime Minister Gérard Latortue. They may even be ready to accept a victory by former president 
and prime minister René Préval, who represents Haiti's "enlightened" bourgeoisie, despite the 
reservations some arch-reactionary sectors in Washington may have about Préval's coziness with Cuba.  
 
A Jan. 24 front-page article in the New York Times presents the Préval candidacy in a very favorable 
light. It quotes a U.N. official chastising Haiti's elite for thinking that "they could get rid of one 
government and have the country to themselves and their friends." The official adds bitingly that 
"Préval has come and ruined the party."  
 
Indeed, representatives of Haiti's two ruling groups, the traditional bourgeoisie and the big-landowners 
(represented by the neo-Duvalierist or "Macoute" sector), are alarmed by Préval's manifest popularity, 
which far surpasses that of any one of the other 34 candidates. This popularity issues from Préval's 
perceived closeness to Aristide, a rapport which even Préval admits is overstated. Bourgeois and neo-
Duvalierist politicians along with "civil society" spokespersons have started to denounce and oppose 
the elections, seeing the possibility that their candidates will not walk away with the presidency.  
 
Now some Haitian ruling groups have begun calling for an election boycott and even alluding to 
disruption. De facto town officials and hooligans in St. Marc brutally dispersed a Préval campaign 
rally on Jan. 18, burning two vehicles and destroying the campaign's rostrum. This type of intimidation 
tactic has only encouraged more of the Haitian masses to rally to Préval's candidacy. These masses 
hope that they can reenact the election victory of Dec. 16, 1990, when the last-minute dark-horse 
candidate, Father Jean-Bertrand Aristide, easily won Washington-sponsored elections.  
 
But the circumstances of Haiti's 1990 election and that of 2006 are completely different, and the 
dangers and illusions of the Préval candidacy must be made clear.  
 
To begin with, in 2006, the elections are being held under a coup and a foreign military occupation, 
with the de facto and occupation authorities completely controlling and financing the polling. This was 
not the case in 1990.  
 



Under today's scenario, the Feb. 7 elections offer only three possible outcomes, and they are all bad. .  
 
1) A Massacre: It is very possible that, no matter what Washington's warnings, the bourgeoisie and the 
Macoutes could send out gunmen to massacre voters on Feb. 7 if they sense that Préval may win. This 
is what happened on Nov. 29, 1987 when the Macoutes feared a victory by the bourgeoisie's candidate 
Gérard Gourgue. Macoutes and soldiers machine-gunned and macheted dozens of voters to death, 
wounding hundreds. .  
 
2) A Selection: Despite Préval's obvious popularity among the masses, it is still possible that sectors 
controlling the election, through any number of means, manage to have another candidate "selected." 
The Bush Administration is not usually swayed by public opinion and is ready to carry out brazen 
election theft, by which it has hoisted even itself into power.  
 
Also, de facto election authorities have already restricted the number of voting stations in popular 
quarters, which can be an excuse or a real way to restrict votes for Préval. Occupation and de facto 
authorities will also have full control over the touch-screen machines and vote counting. .  
 
3) A Figurehead: Even if neither of these scenarios were to unfold, and René Préval were to win the 
presidency, he would not be able to implement a popular or progressive program, even if he wanted to. 
He would preside under the auspices of a foreign military occupation. Mass acceptance of his victory 
would mean legitimization of the 2004 coup.  
 
Under much easier circumstances during his 1996-2000 administration, Préval has already revealed 
that he was ready to bow to key elements of the imperialist agenda, privatizing state industries like the 
flour mill and the cement factory, signing treaties to allow the US military to freely enter Haitian 
waters and airspace, and cracking down on anti-neoliberal protests.  
 
Furthermore, election engineers might allow Préval to win the presidency, while making sure that the 
legislative races go to a less "conflicted" party. The Haitian prime minister, in whom almost all 
executive power resides, is drawn from the parliament's majority party.  
 
For all these reasons, it is clear that a Préval candidacy is a lose/lose/lose proposition. Whether he loses 
or win, the people lose. It is a mirage, a trap, which can only lead the people to legitimate a coup and 
occupation. Repression and neoliberal reform will continue. Préval can be no more than either a 
hostage or a collaborator in Washington's occupation regime.  
 
Although Préval's candidacy is sponsored by the Louvri Baryè party and the KOREGA (which make 
up the Lespwa, or Hope, coalition), many from Aristide's Lavalas Family party are opportunistically 
defecting to the Préval campaign in the hopes of getting a state job.  
 
Meanwhile, the leadership of the Lavalas Family party continues to say that no free elections can be 
held until all the hundreds of Lavalas political prisoners have been released, the Lavalas political 
exiles, including President Aristide, are allowed to return, and a national dialogue begun. In addition to 
these conditions, the National Popular Party (PPN) says that no elections can be held under the 
auspices of a foreign military occupation, which is against both Haitian and international law.  
 



For all these reasons, Haitian voters should boycott the Feb. 7 elections and not be lured by the illusion 
that the candidacy of René Préval can resolve any of their problems. If Washington's strategists 
chooses not to block Préval's candidacy, they will only use it to legitimize their brazen and never 
internationally or popularly accepted 2004 coup through a classic bait-and-switch maneuver. .  



We turned our back on Haiti 
Canada is complicit in region's troubles 
Jan. 31, 2006 
ANTONIA ZERBISIAS 
The Toronto Star 
 
The truth is ugly, is it not? 
 
But I make no apologies for bringing it to you alongside whatever celebrity news we have on the other 
pages.  
 
In fact, the only thing I regret is not doing so sooner. 
 
Canadians, and the Canadian media in general and in particular, including those who have no trouble 
bashing the Bushies for their intervention in Iraq, have had this collective see-no-evil, hear-no-evil, 
speak-no-evil, hands-over-eyes and ears la! la! la! I can't hear you attitude towards our role in the 
hellhole that is Haiti. 
 
We have much to answer for, starting with that economic strangulation — more politely called the 
"embargo" — we supported along with the U.S. and France, which was all part of the "resignation" of 
the democratically elected (with a whopping 91.8 per cent mandate) President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
on Feb. 29, 2004. 
 
Said U.S. President George W. Bush (whose father George H.W. Bush was in the White House when 
Aristide was deposed in 1991, after winning with 67 per cent of the vote): "President Aristide resigned. 
He has left his country. The constitution of Haiti is working. There is an interim president, as per the 
constitution, in place. 
 
"I have ordered the deployment of Marines, as the leading element of an interim international force, to 
help bring order and stability to Haiti. I have done so in working with the international community. 
This government believes it essential that Haiti have a hopeful future. This is the beginning of a new 
chapter in the country's history. 
 
"I would urge the people of Haiti to reject violence, to give this break from the past a chance to work. 
And the United States is prepared to help." 
 
Since then, countless Haitians, men, women and children, whose lives grow more miserable by the 
minute, have been shot, hacked, imprisoned and subjected to state terror. 
 
There appears to be blood all over Canada's hands: first because it was on board for the removal of 
Aristide and second because it is supporting, both politically and financially, an illegitimate 
government that appears dead set on violently crushing any opposition.  
 
It also has a contingent of some 125 police officers who train the Haitian National Police accused of 
massacring civilians. 
 



And yet, the fate of the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere, perfectly situated between Fidel 
Castro's Cuba and Hugo Chavez's Venezuela, sweatshop armpit to Canadian T-shirt manufacturers, the 
mine pit to Canadian copper companies, is scarcely discussed or covered by Canadian media. (I should 
note that the Star has been running extensive reports by freelancer Reed Lindsay.) 
 
To my knowledge, but for a Sue Montgomery column in the Montreal Gazette and an op-ed in the Star 
by Yves Engler, whose slim volume co-written with Anthony Fenton, Canada in Haiti: Waging War on 
the Poor Majority, is a primer on our shameful presence there, our role was never raised as an issue 
during the election campaign.  
 
(That said, foreign policy barely registered at all during the campaign, except when critics accused the 
Liberals of "anti-Americanism.") 
 
Some Haiti-watchers believe that's because no politicians wanted to upset the Haitian diaspora, much 
of it educated elite, now resident in Montreal. 
 
Last month, the shooting death of retired Mountie Mark Bourque, in Haiti to help with the repeatedly 
postponed elections, received a lot of ink, but there was scarcely any discussion of the context. 
 
Next Tuesday, Haiti is yet again scheduled to go to the polls — although the most recent reports are 
that there will be none in Cité Soleil, the unspeakable slum on the outskirts of Port-au-Prince where an 
estimated quarter million, and I use this word guardedly, live. 
 
Of course giving them the vote could result in a government that would soon have to "resign" anyway.  
 
Which is not unlike what is going on with Palestinians. You will have democracy but only if the 
United States approves it. 
 
It can't be easy to cover this. Haiti is a dangerous place, a Baghdad with beaches. But to ignore it from 
the cushy safety of editorial boards is inexcusable. 
 
If you're interested in learning more about what is happening in Haiti, check out Amy Goodman's very 
fine reportage at http://www.democracynow.org or, better yet, on Saturday, Feb. 18 at 7, go see 
Nicolas Rossier's even-handed, decide-for-yourself documentary, Aristide and the Endless Revolution. 
It's playing at the Earth Sciences Building at the University of Toronto. Tickets are $5 and are 
available at the Toronto Women's Bookstore or by emailing haitiaction@riseup.net. 



Haiti on the Threshold of a Fresh Start  
Angus Reid Global Consultants 
January 30, 2006 
 
Upcoming general elections in the Caribbean country are seen as the beginning of a much-needed new 
era.  
 
(Angus Reid Global Scan) Gabriela Perdomo – Two years have passed since Haitians have had an 
elected president; two years in which the country has been dragged into a situation of poverty, violence 
and uncertainty. On Feb. 7, this parenthesis of political void will finally start to close. That day, Haiti 
will hold its first presidential and legislative elections since president Jean Bertrand Aristide was 
ousted and left the country amid confusing reports in February 2004.  
 
Haiti was once one of the most prosperous nations in the Caribbean. It was the first independent black 
republic in the world and a promising figure of progressive thinking and freedom. The country is today 
far from that picture. A long dictatorship led by François Duvallier, a physician and expert in "voodoo" 
practices also known as "Papa Doc", and his son—which lasted almost three decades—taught Haitians 
to fight political battles with machetes, embezzle state funds and waste fertile land. Today, Haiti’s 
gravest problems are a lack of good soil for agriculture—its source of international trade—corruption 
and violent urban militias.  
 
According to the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) report on Haiti, 47 per cent of the 
country’s population lives on less than one dollar a day. Out of its eight million inhabitants three are 
directly affected by the crisis and half of them are younger than 18; more than 65 per cent of Haitian 
children have some sort of anemia caused by malnutrition. Half the population has no access to clean 
water or sewage systems, life expectancy is 53 years, and illiteracy is over 50 per cent. The country’s 
infrastructure is almost completely destroyed, which affects the transportation of food and basic 
necessities to isolated regions. 
 
The next government will indeed have a major task in rebuilding a fractured society, a very weak 
economy and a fragile democratic institution. Most probably, international aid and the presence of 
major organizations such as the UN and the Organization of the American States (OAS) will remain 
active for some time after February’s poll. OAS secretary-general José Miguel Insulza has pledged the 
international community to stay in order to guarantee the success of the transition into a new 
administration, an idea with which most candidates agree. Clearly, the new head of state will have to 
take full responsibility for this enormous challenge—and it should be this way if Haitians want to take 
the lead in the reconstruction of their own nation. 
 
More that 30 candidates are seeking the presidency and over a hundred political parties registered to 
participate in this election. The latest CID-Gallup survey places former president René Preval as the 
favourite, with the support of 37 per cent of respondents. Charles Henry Baker—the co-founder of the 
civil organization Group 184—is second with a distant 10 per cent, followed by another former 
president, Leslie Manigat, with eight per cent. If no contender garners the support of more than 50 per 
cent of the electorate, a run-off would take place on Mar. 19. 
 



Preval served as Haiti’s prime minister in 1991 and as president from 1996 to 2001. An agronomist 
educated in Belgium, he was forced into exile by "Papa Doc" during the 1960s and lived in New York 
City for five years. Preval was an ally of Aristide and the leader of his Party Lavalas (PL). His 
presidency was the first in Haitian history to finish peacefully. During his mandate, Preval managed to 
privatize some state-owned companies and brought unemployment rates down, a tendency that was 
maintained until Aristide’s coup.  
 
Now Preval is running as an independent and trying to break ties with the Lavalas Party. He has said 
that his government would like the UN mission in Haiti to stay for "as long as necessary." This topic is 
highly controversial in Haiti, since the 9,000 peacekeepers deployed by the UN in the country are seen 
by many as an intrusive "white" force.  
 
The February ballot was postponed four times for different reasons, ranging from street violence to 
logistic setbacks. A large crowd of international observers, mainly from the UN and the OAS, have 
been following the process and will do so until it is over in order to guarantee transparency and 
security.  
 
Haiti, Canada, the United States and the European Union (EU) have invested up to $35.8 million U.S. 
to facilitate this much expected day for Haitians. It remains to be seen if these two years under the rule 
of an interim government closely watched over by the UN has prepared this fragile country for the new 
era it is now entering.  



Freed Haiti priest in U.S. for treatment 
By DENISE KALETTE, Associated Press Writer 
The Sacramento Bee 
Monday, January 30, 2006 
 
MIAMI (AP) - A politically influential Roman Catholic priest arrived in Miami on Sunday after Haiti's 
government granted him a temporary release from jail to be treated for leukemia and pneumonia. 
The Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste will be treated at Jackson Memorial Hospital, said Ira Kurzban, an attorney 
who has worked with the cleric for years. 
 
"I feel happy and grateful but I cannot forget the other political prisoners left behind," Jean-Juste told 
The Miami Herald. "It's a very tough situation for them. I hope my release is the opening of the 
freedom door." 
 
Jean-Juste has been in prison on suspicion of involvement in the killing of prominent Haitian journalist 
and poet Jacques Roche. The 59-year-old priest has always denied the allegations. 
Kurzban said Haiti buckled under public pressure to allow Jean-Juste to seek treatment in the United 
States. 
 
"They certainly did not do this willingly and on their own," Kurzban said. 
 
Amnesty International has labeled Jean-Juste, who supports ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
"a prisoner of conscience." He has drawn comparisons to Aristide for his impassioned sermons and 
advocacy for the poor and has emerged as a prominent figure in the ousted leader's Lavalas Family 
party. 
 
The Haitian government granted Jean-Juste a provisional release from jail for humanitarian reasons, 
said Michel Brunache, chief of staff of interim President Boniface Alexandre. 
 
"His leukemia cannot be treated in Haiti," Brunache told the Associated Press. "After his treatment, he 
has to return to face justice." 
 
A judge cleared Jean-Juste of homicide, but he is charged with weapons possession and criminal 
conspiracy - charges that the priest denies. 
 
His arrival in Miami pleased Haitian-American activists. A small group of people had gathered at a 
community center in the city's Little Haiti neighborhood Sunday afternoon. 
 
"It is very good news because we did get the report last week that he was very critical," said Jean-
Robert LaFortune, chairman of the Haitian-American Grassroots Coalition. "There has been a 
community outcry here in Miami to have the prime minister of Haiti free him so he could get adequate 
care." 
 
In Washington, State Department spokesman Kurtis Cooper said "We welcome the interim Haitian 
government's humanitarian decision to release Gerard Jean-Juste for the purpose of receiving medical 
treatment in the United States." 



 
U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind., chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee and a champion of 
Jean-Juste's, said he was delighted when he received a call from Haiti's interim Prime Minister Gerard 
Latortue telling him of the release. 
 
The priest's supporters tried to register him as a presidential candidate last fall for the upcoming Feb. 7 
elections, but authorities barred his candidacy because he was in prison. 
 



Ailing priest vows to return to Haiti to clear name in alleged killings 
Acting prime minister, freed priest defend their political views 
By Alva James-Johnson  
South Florida Sun-Sentinel  
January 31 2006  
  
Haiti's turbulent political clouds hovered over South Florida on Monday, as an ailing priest in a Miami 
hospital bed vowed to clear his name and the nation's interim prime minister defended his leadership 
from his Boca Raton home. 
 
The Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste, the priest released Sunday from a Haitian prison for medical treatment in 
Miami, was anxious to return to the Caribbean country to fight for justice, a spokeswoman said after 
visiting him in the hospital Monday. 
 
 "The first thing that came out of his mouth was, `How long am I going to be here?'" said Lucie 
Tondreau, a community activist who has worked with Jean-Juste for 21 years. 
 
"He wants to go back to Haiti ... What we want and what he wants is for him to be freed from all 
charges against him," Tondreau said. 
 
But doctors at Jackson Memorial Hospital still were conducting tests and treating the priest for 
leukemia and pneumonia, Tondreau said, and it was uncertain when he would be released. 
 
She said some supporters hope Jean-Juste, a former Miami activist, remains in South Florida until after 
a new Haitian government is elected Feb. 7, assuming the election is not postponed again. 
 
She said supporters would continue their calls for justice until then, and a group planned to picket at 
the Boca Raton home of Gerard Latortue, the interim Haitian prime minister. 
 
"We are going to continue the struggle in order to call for all the political prisoners in Haiti to be 
released," she said. 
 
Jean-Juste, a strong supporter of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide and his Lavalas political 
party, had been in prison since July on suspicion of involvement in the killing of prominent journalist 
and poet Jacques Roche. A judge has cleared him of homicide but he has been indicted on weapons 
possession and criminal conspiracy, charges he denies. 
 
His imprisonment in October 2004 was widely condemned by humanitarian organizations, members of 
the U.S. Congressional Black Caucus and activists around the world. 
 
Some Lavalas Party members had hoped he would be the next president. 
 
But Interim Prime Minister Latortue, who was also in South Florida on Monday, dismissed the claims 
that Jean-Juste and other Lavalas Party members are political prisoners. He said Jean-Juste is in Miami 
because the interim government arranged for him to be treated abroad. 
 



"We're not like the previous government," he said, referring to the Aristide regime, which was ousted 
in 2004. "This government is concerned with human rights and respects the rights of everybody 
regardless of if they're in jail." 
 
Lesly Jacques, director of a popular Haitian radio station in Boca Raton, praised the interim 
government for the "humanitarian gesture," but stressed that the priest should return to Haiti for trial. 
 
"People want to make it look like he's a political prisoner, but he's not," Jacques said. 
 
"He was arrested because he's accused of killing a journalist in Haiti ... He should, once he's feeling 
better, go back to Haiti and face the accusations against him." 
 
Alva James-Johnson can be reached at ajjohnson@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4523. 



US role in chaotic Haiti revealed  
Radio Jamaica 
January 30, 2006 
  
A former United States ambassador to Haiti has charged that mixed signals from Washington helped 
tilt Haiti towards chaos.  
 
Brian Dean Curry, who was ambassador up to the waning days of the presidency of Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide, said in a published report that the United States' action did not always match its words. 
 
He told the New York Times that the US often spoke with two contradictory voices in a country where 
its words carry enormous weight. 
 
Mr. Curry said the mixed message made efforts to foster political peace "immeasurably more 
difficult".  
 
He accused the International Republican Institute, a democracy-building group close to the White 
House, of trying to undermine the reconciliation process after disputed 2000 Senate elections threw 
Haiti into a violent political crisis. 
 
The former ambassador also charged that the group's leader in Haiti, Stanley Lucas, an avowed 
Aristide opponent, counselled the opposition to stand firm and not to work with Aristide, as a way to 
cripple his government and drive him from power. 
 
His account is supported in crucial parts by other diplomats and opposition figures, many of whom 
spoke publicly about the events for the first time. 



UN Troops on Maximum Alert in Haiti 
Prensa Latina 
January 31, 2006 
 
Port-au-Prince, The wave of violence affecting Haiti one week short of the general elections activated 
maximum alert for the 9,000-strong UN Stabilization Mission. 
 
Minustah sources said the alert involves all 21 contingents due to concerns with excesses committed 
by chimeres (gangs) to boycott o threaten the elections like kidnappings (100), including foreign 
officials, and a raising number of murders. 
 
There are even reports of 10-year-old children armed with M-16 rifles at neighborhoods like Cite 
Soleil and Bel Air, and the paper Haiti Progress warned of a potential massacre similar to the Nov 29, 
1987. 
 
The Minustah leadership has refused demands from the local business community to operate against 
the population claiming that they were just sent to stabilize the country. 
 
Still Chilean Juan Gabriel Valdes, special representative of the UN Secretary General for Haiti, 
announced a large scale military operation on early February in Cite Soleil.  
 
UN Undersecretary for Political Affairs Hedi Annabi warned that "certain political sectors" are trying 
to subvert the elections because they disagree with some potential winners. 
 
A recent inquiry by Gallup-USA says Ex Prime Minister Rene Preval is on the lead with 37 per cent. 
 
These will be the first elections since the Feb 2004 eviction of President Jean Bertrand Aristide but the 
transition government and Provisional Election Council have deferred the polls on four occasions. 
 
The UN call to hold elections immediately has been joined by the African Union, the Caribbean 
Community, the OAS and individual governments. 



UN mission arrests people looting soap factory in Haiti's capital   
Noticias.info 
January 31, 2006 
  
The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) said today that its rapid reaction 
forces recently repelled members of an armed gang who were attacking a soap factory and another 
gang which was attacking a fuel depot in the Caribbean country’s capital, Port-au-Prince.  
 
During the first operation on Friday, the blue helmets arrested nearly two dozen people who were 
looting the complex, MINUSTAH said.  
 
The depot attacked on Saturday was the biggest propane gas terminal in the country, located in 
Varreux, between suburban Cité Soleil and La Saline.  
 
Armed gangs have been a constant concern of MINUSTAH since it was set up by the Security Council 
to help to re-establish peace in the impoverished country after an insurgency forced elected President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide to go into exile in February 2004.  
  



Haiti's Father Gerry thanks Flashpoints Radio supporters 
Haiti Action Committee 
January 31st, 2006 
 
Listen to the January 30 broadcast 
 
Flashpoints was able to get an exclusive interview with Father Gerard Jean-Juste at the Jackson 
Memorial Hospital in Miami. His doctors want to try and keep Fr. Gerry quiet so they can work on his 
recovery. 
 
Here's Jean-Juste's words from that very brief interview: 
 
Hello....Hey, Dennis! Yeah, I remember you, Dennis...Oh, oh, It was a real trap. It was a real trap, 
but...it's true that I've come out in pieces now. The physicians are trying to get the pieces 
together...Yeah... But the doctor has forbidden me, categorically, and as you may see, my voice is not 
the same yet. And, if you want a minute, you know, I can't refuse that...Yeah...Okay... 
 
This is a great moment of my life, where I particularly want to thank Flashpoints, particularly you, 
Dennis, and so many of your listeners, audience people, who have written letters, keep the pressure on, 
the whole California I should say that. So right now, thanks to the help of the US officials who came 
out strong. And they really get me out of jail and bring me to the US for medical care. And now, at this 
great hospital where I am. And everyone, the whole staff of physicians, nurses, workers, they are all 
taking good care of me. And also I lost part of my voice.. my voice is so...I just want to say hello 
because, you know, that friendship, that brotherhood. And I cannot pass the day without telling you 
once more "Congratulations." This is the victory of all of us. Justice lovers. Freedom lovers. Peace 
lovers. Thank you very much my brother. And also I want to thank all my brothers and sisters in the 
audience... 
 
Thank you. Thank you very much. Bye. God Bless! 
 



Haiti’s Public Schools  
Monday 30 January 2006 
By Ericq Pierre 
Submitted to AlterPresse on January 27, 2006 
 
Of the hundreds of public schools in Haiti, a dozen or so bear names of the region’s countries, mainly 
in Port-au-Prince. There are schools named after Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, the United States of America, 
Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
 
In 2003 I approached some of my fellow members of the IDB’s Board of Executive Directors to 
explore whether their governments could contribute to these schools. They all welcomed the initiative. 
I was thinking along the lines of school supplies, computers, copiers, prizes for outstanding students, 
and study tours in Latin America and the Caribbean. Some even suggested the idea of sister schools. 
 
A few weeks later, a fellow Executive Director told me his country was prepared to provide any 
equipment and materials its namesake school might need. We thought that would be the first school to 
benefit from the initiative. 
 
That August I visited the school in the heart of Port-au-Prince, accompanied by a cameraman to film 
the building and classrooms, in order to have a video to give my colleague. I knew the building was 
old, since the school had opened in 1930. But I was stunned by what I saw that day. To start with, just 
to reach the school I had to elbow my way through thousands of street sellers sitting, standing, 
crouching, and even lying down around it with their carts and wares spread out on the ground. 
 
Once inside, I actually wondered whether I was in the wrong building: Cracked and crumbling walls, 
rainwater pouring through rotting classroom ceilings, broken benches, students bitten by rats during 
class, no toilet or drinking fountain. Some classrooms did not even have a blackboard. Some of this I 
saw for myself, the rest I heard from the school principals, who were enrolling new pupils that day for 
the next school year. They told me the school had 1,750 students in K thru 6: 1,000 girls and 750 boys 
in separate classes. I also learned that the school housed the primary years of one of Port-au-Prince’s 
larger secondary schools, with 38 teachers for the girls and 26 for the boys. 
 
I am sorry to say that I never could bring myself to give my colleague the video. Instead, I told him 
that the school building was over 70 years old, and the Ministry of Education was making major 
renovations. I would contact him again when the work was finished. Nothing was being done, of 
course, but I could not tell him about the state that school was in. In short, I felt ashamed. I later 
learned that, while not all our public schools are so run down, they are not far from it. I decided to put 
the initiative on hold, since even the newer schools have many problems. 
 
Yet the poorest Haitian parents spend much more proportionately on their children’s education than 
anywhere else in Latin America or the Caribbean: over 15% of their meager income. Despite this, 
service quality in both the public and private sector is far below that of other countries in the 
hemisphere. 
 



Haitian parents make huge sacrificies for their children to be better off. They generally expect little 
from the government, and even less from candidates who want their vote, except perhaps safer streets 
and job opportunities. But I am certain it would be a great relief to them if the government paid more 
attention to education. And the only reason why parents in Haiti have to send their children to private 
schools too expensive for their small income is that already overcrowded public schools are virtually 
inaccessible. This is true at all levels. 
 
Private schools are springing up like mushrooms as a result, but are often worse than the public 
schools. A former minister of education even told me that the sign of one such private school in Port-
au-Prince proudly proclaimed: “Primary School, Secondary School, Adultary School” (sic). 
 
Haiti’s needs are so vast that it is tempting to do a little of everything at the risk of making no real 
impact on anything. But should we always take the same approach? We will never have the resources 
to solve all our problems at once, so we must decide which ones are true priorities. And what priority 
is higher or yields more in the long run than education? 
 
Albert Camus famously said: If I have to choose between justice and my mother, I choose my mother. 
Let us think of education as our mother: Between justice and education, let us choose education. 
Between the environment and education, let us choose education. Between roads and education, let us 
choose education. Between domestic industry and education, let us choose education. Between law 
enforcement and education, let us choose education. The list could go on and on. While I may 
exaggerate slightly, I do it to emphasize the importance of education. Choices are never easy, but there 
are always choices to be made. By choosing education, one need not ask whether the choice is good or 
bad; it can only be a great choice. 
 
I have a specific proposal for the schools whose names I gave at the top of this essay. The task of 
renovating them could be given to the engineers of the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti 
(MINUSTAH). I believe that arrangements similar to those made for MINUSTAH to help repair roads 
in parts of northern Haiti could also be found to repair these schools. MINUSTAH’s mandate will not 
have to be modified, nor the Security Council consulted. The decision can be made on the ground, 
especially as all the countries for which these schools are named are directly or indirectly involved in 
MINUSTAH. 
 
It should not cost too much to renovate these schools. There would be benefits both for Haitian 
students and for the namesake countries. It might also convince Haitians that MINUSTAH can do very 
good things. Let us therefore agree to give MINUSTAH the task of repairing some of our decaying 
public schools. 
 
Rochasse091@yahoo.com  



Haiti: Labor Activists question role of the AFL-CIO's Solidarity Center and the NED 
by Monthly Review  
Tuesday, Jan. 31, 2006 
 
Workers' Rights ARE Human Rights -- Not Just in the USA, but around the World  
by Kim Scipes  
San Francisco Bay Area Indymedia 
 
Chicago, 2005  
In the middle of a blizzard in Chicago on December 8, 2005, I stood with about 250-300 union 
members and supporters at the Haymarket Memorial, chanting, "Workers' Rights Are Human Rights." 
This was one of a number of rallies around the country that the AFL-CIO organized, preceding 
International Human Rights Day on December 10, to help expand the concept of human rights to 
include American workers' rights and ultimately to help build support for a reform of American labor 
laws, so terribly needed.  
 
Yet, shortly before the AFL-CIO's human rights rallies, Jeb Sprague reported on November 18 that the 
AFL-CIO's Solidarity Center had been providing money to a workers' organization in Haiti: Batay 
Ouvriye. The report says that the amount provided was small -- $3,500 -- but also that the Solidarity 
Center's Jeff Hermanson attended at least one meeting in Haiti, during March 2004, a meeting where 
only a few "leaders" were allowed to talk and where rank-and-file members who participated were not 
allowed to speak. Sprague, a graduate student at California State University at Long Beach, suggests 
that Batay Ouvriye may have been involved in undermining the government of Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
-- although whether "by mistake or by design" he did not know; in any case, he has established that the 
US "democracy promotion" process was clearly at work in Haiti and that the Solidarity Center was 
involved. (See "Supporting a Leftist Opposition to Lavalas: The AFL-CIO's Solidarity Center and the 
Batay Ouvriye," The NarcoSphere.)  
 
Sprague was challenged about his account, especially about his claims against Batay. Batay railed 
against his efforts. (See a number of pieces on Batay's web site at http://www.batayouvriye.org). Most 
questionable of his account, detractors argued, was that it made much of $3,500 -- a piddling sum.  
 
While $3,500 was a small sum -- which Batay argued was just given in response to a general call for 
"solidarity" -- what jumped out at me was the presence of Hermanson in a meeting in Haiti. His 
presence suggested to me that something was going on, and, being familiar with at least some of the 
Solidarity Center's work, I became very interested.  
 
Sprague followed up his earlier report with another article in the January 4-10, 2006 issue of Haiti 
Progres, called "Batay Ouvriye's Smoking Gun: The $100,000 NED Grant." In this article, Sprague 
reported that Batay Ouvriye "was the targeted beneficiary of a US $99,965 NED grant routed though 
the AFL-CIO's American Center for International Solidarity (ACILS)," i.e., the Solidarity Center.  
 
Batay Ouvriye angrily responded to Sprague's report, which was, again, an attack on Batay. But in its 
response, Batay reveals that one of its spokespersons, Paul, declared: "yes, firmly armed with our line 
of working class independence, we are prepared to accept any amount, even if it were a million dollars 



(!) coming from wherever it may come” ("On Sprague's Alleged Smoking Gun," ZNet 10 January 
2006.)  
 
Now, to be honest, I have not come to any conclusion one way or another about Batay Ouvriye -- I 
simply do not have the knowledge to arrive at an informed conclusion. I am, however, concerned about 
any group, no matter how well intentioned, who thinks it can control a relationship with the Solidarity 
Center, the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), and/or the US State Department. Especially in 
a country in which the US had long been actively interested, helped to depose a constitutionally-
elected government (in 2004), and continues to be one of the dominant forces (along with Canada).  
 
That said, I want to shift focus; I want to talk about the AFL-CIO’s Solidarity Center instead of Batay 
Ouvriye.  
 
The Solidarity Center -- unlike its predecessor organizations -- has done some good work in a number 
of "developing" countries. In a few cases, it has benefited workers, especially in efforts to unionize in a 
few export processing zones. So, whether this is genuine help or an effort to "get critics off its backs," 
we cannot paint the Solidarity Center as "all bad."  
 
The question that must be asked, however, is what process through which the Solidarity Center works. 
IF it were a program that had been approved by a majority of workers in the various AFL-CIO 
affiliated unions after substantial education; if it had provided honest and detailed accounts of what it 
had been doing and with whom and for what purposes -- which could be verified by independent 
observers, whether inside labor or not; if decisions were democratically made; and if union members 
had consciously decided that this work should be funded out of their dues monies, then it could be an 
important initiative for building international labor solidarity.  
 
On the other hand, if it has not been approved by the majority of union members; if it had not provided 
honest and detailed accounts of its activities; if decisions were not democratically made by a 
representative body but confined to a small group, appointed by the leadership without even 
ratification, much less approval of the membership; and if its funding came from overwhelmingly 
outside of the labor movement -- and especially presidential administrations such as this one that are 
enemies of workers and their rights -- then its continued existence should be an issue for discussion 
across the entire labor movement.  
 
The fact is that we know that there has been a long history of AFL and then AFL-CIO foreign 
operations. These operations have been secret and have worked overwhelmingly against the interests 
of many workers around the world. Additionally, they have been carried out behind the backs of 
American workers, in whose name the foreign operations have been done: most American trade 
unionists have no idea of the extensive range of US labor operations that have been initiated around the 
world over the past 90 years. And this foreign labor program has been funded overwhelmingly by the 
US government, under both Democrats and Republicans. (See my note at the end of the article for 
references.)  
 
Several questions arise: if this work is so good, why has the AFL-CIO foreign policy leadership hidden 
it and lied about it when challenged? And why did the AFL-CIO leadership keep any discussion of this 
issue off the floor of the 2005 National Convention in Chicago, even though its largest state affiliate -- 



the California AFL-CIO -- had properly submitted a resolution that condemned the National AFL-
CIO's foreign policy program? Must American workers give up what little democracy they have in 
their own organizations at the national level, just so the leadership can run its secret programs that 
cannot stand the light of exposure?  
 
And why would the US government fund such operations -- at least 90% of their funding comes from 
the US Congress through the NED, according to Harry Kelber -- if it did not expect a big payback? 
Why are "our" labor leaders collaborating with arguably the most anti-labor administration since 
before the New Deal and against workers?  
 
Collaborate they have -- and continue to do. Anthony Fenton, a Canadian journalist, recently 
forwarded me a listing of the ACILS (i.e., Solidarity Center) grants for Latin America that he had 
obtained from the NED for Fiscal Year 2005:  
 
Mexico  
 
$183,315  
 
Central America Region  
 
$92,100  
 
Central America (supplement)  
 
$92,100  
 
Andean Region (specifically including workshops to be held in Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru and 
Venezuela)  
 
$617,327  
 
Southern Cone Region (specifically to work with trade union organizations from Paraguay, Argentina, 
Uruguay, Chile, and in some cases Brazil to conduct workshops)  
 
$112,670  
 
Southern Cone Region (supplement)  
 
$156,624  
 
Latin American Region  
 
$282,918  
 
TOTAL  
 



$1,557,054  
 
Why has the AFL-CIO's Solidarity Center been budgeted to receive over $1.5 million dollars from the 
NED in Fiscal Year 2005 to work in Latin America? And why hasn't the AFL-CIO informed its 
members of this series of grants? And why hasn't the AFL-CIO informed its members that the 
Solidarity Center is one of the four core "institutes" of the NED?  
 
To me, it is clear that, in some cases, the Solidarity Center provides real help. But it is also clear that 
its relationship with the NED is toxic, and this is a cancer that is growing on the American labor 
movement. American workers must organize within their unions, demanding that the AFL-CIO 
immediately break any and all connections with the NED.  
 
American workers cannot have it both ways: if we want workers' rights in the US to be recognized as 
human rights, then we have to ensure that our organizations do not undercut workers' rights elsewhere; 
if we accept the Solidarity Center's collaboration with the NED, then we cannot expect our own rights 
to be recognized. The choice is ours: do we organize and fight this toxic relationship -- and try to build 
true international solidarity with workers around the world -- or do we collaborate with ongoing 
oppression? I argue that "An Injury to One is An Injury to All."  
 
Note:  
 
I have written extensively on the AFL-CIO's foreign policy program, so I have not repeated material 
from previous writings in such a short piece as this one. If you are interested in seeing key articles, I 
suggest the following (the first two of which have a wide listing of further references):  
 
"AFL-CIO in Venezuela: Déjà vu All Over Again," Labor Notes, April 2004.  
"Labor Imperialism Redux? The AFL-CIO's Foreign Policy Since 1995," Monthly Review, May 2005.  
"An Unholy Alliance: The AFL-CIO and the National Endowment for Democracy (NED) in 
Venezuela," Znet, July 10, 2005. 
 
mrzine.monthlyreview.org/scipes250106.html 



 
Some Caricom members still opposed to Haiti            
Christian Science Monitor 
Monday, 30 January 2006   
   
Caricom leaders are putting the finishing touches together to send a team into Haiti this weekend ahead 
of the repeatedly postponed elections scheduled for February 7th.  
 
However Prime Minister Dr Ralph Gonsalves of St. Vincent says he is still "opposed" to Haiti being 
allowed to participate in activities of the regional integration grouping 
 
Last week, Haiti’s interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue, on a two-day visit to Trinidad for talks with 
Prime Minister Patrick Manning, said he had extended an invitation to Caricom to send a fact-finding 
mission to Port au Prince  
 
Latortue said the visit could take place either before or after the presidential elections on February 7th.  
 
St. Vincent, St. Lucia and Guyana are known not to favour contacts with the Latortue administration.   
Last Updated ( Mon, Jan 30 2006 )   
 
 



 
HAITIAN COMMUNITY 
Haiti frees ailing activist priest 
 
The Rev. Gérard Jean-Juste, a former Miami Haitian rights activist, is freed from a Haitian jail 
to receive medical treatment in South Florida -- but is required to return to Haiti to stand trial. 
 
BY JACQUELINE CHARLES, PABLO BACHELET AND TRENTON DANIEL 
Miami Herald 
January 30, 2006 
 
The Rev. Gérard Jean-Juste is finally free. 
 
Jailed for 192 days in his native Haiti, the influential Catholic priest and former Miami Haitian rights 
activist, walked into the arms of screaming supporters Sunday -- 51 minutes after his flight touched 
down at Miami International Airport. 
 
''Free at last, free at last,'' supporters shouted as an ailing Jean-Juste, who has leukemia, walked out of 
passport control and into the waiting area at MIA's international arrivals terminal. 
 
An hour later, Jean-Juste, 59, was admitted into Jackson Memorial Hospital where he will undergo 
treatment and tests. Haitian Prime Minister Gérard Latortue told The Miami Herald on Sunday that 
Haitian and American doctors had confirmed that Jean-Juste is suffering from leukemia. 
 
A staunch supporter of ousted Haitian President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, Jean-Juste is a harsh critic of 
Haiti's U.S.-backed interim government which he accused Sunday of being ''worse than'' the Duvalier 
family dictatorship. Francois ''Papa Doc'' and his son Jean-Claude ''Baby Doc'' Duvalier ruled Haiti for 
29 years. 
 
Jean-Juste's imprisonment had become an international headache for the Latortue administration, 
which until late last week had refused to give in to pressure by Haitian activists, human-rights 
advocates and others to free the priest. Jean-Juste, once viewed as a potential presidential candidate, 
became a cause célbre for Aristide's political allies, who continue to demand his reinstatement as head 
of state. 
 
Jean-Juste's release is considered provisional. Under a deal, he is required to return to Haiti to stand 
trial on illegal weapons and criminal conspiracy charges, although by the time he returns there might 
be a new government, which could then decide to drop the charges. 
 
His release comes just days before some 3.5 million registered Haitian voters are expected to head to 
the polls on Feb. 7 to choose a successor to formally replace Aristide, who fled Haiti in February 2004 
in the face of an armed revolt. 
 
Jean-Juste was arrested in July on suspicion of involvement in the abduction and slaying of a well-
known Haitian journalist and plotting to assassinate Haitian police officers. The charges were dropped 



two weeks ago, but a Haitian judge indicted him on lesser charges of illegal weapons possession and 
criminal conspiracy. 
Vowing to continue to fight the charges against him, Jean-Juste, looking thinner and with a swollen 
neck, told The Miami Herald on Sunday that he hopes his freedom will prompt the release of other 
detained Aristide supporters, including former Haitian Prime Minister Yvon Neptune. 
 
''I feel happy and grateful [but] I cannot forget the other political prisoners left behind,'' he said as his 
sister Yvette St. Hilaire, 58, and Haitian activists embraced him. ``It's a very tough situation for them. I 
hope my release is the opening of the freedom door.'' 
 
Under the deal, Jean-Juste was released to receive medical treatment but must return to Haiti to stand 
trial. The deal was negotiated late last week with the Haitian government by influential Republican 
Sen. Richard Lugar, chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and the U.S. State 
Department. 
 
In a letter, Lugar urged Latortue to release Jean-Juste on humanitarian grounds. The letter was 
personally delivered to Latortue in Haiti by Thomas Shannon, the assistant secretary of state for 
Western Hemisphere Affairs. 
 
''As you know, Amnesty International designated Father Jean-Juste a prisoner of conscience, and 
several of my congressional colleagues in the U.S. House of Representatives have called for his 
release,'' Lugar, of Indiana, said in the Jan. 19 letter. 
 
During a trip to Washington late last week, Latortue met with several top State Department officials to 
talk about Haiti's upcoming elections and Jean-Juste's rapidly deteriorating health. 
 
On Sunday, Latortue called Lugar to inform him that Jean-Juste would be flown to Miami. 
 
''The man is sick, and we do not have the necessary medical facilities in Haiti to treat him. We want to 
give him a chance to get proper medical care,'' Latortue told The Miami Herald, saying the government 
did not give into pressure. ``We do it freely on our own. The president [Boniface Alexandre] and I 
believe humanitarian laws are above national laws and we have to respect human rights. You cannot 
keep a man in jail without a chance to receive proper medical care.'' 
 
The State Department along with several U.S. lawmakers, including Lugar and U.S. Rep. Kendrick 
Meek, D-Miami, issued statements welcoming Jean-Juste's release. Meek said he visited Jean-Juste for 
20 minutes Sunday night. 
 
On the ride to the hospital, Jean-Juste recalled the past six months, detailing how a woman saved his 
life when he was attacked by a mob just hours before his July arrest. 
 
He also talked about how in all of his years of fighting against Haitian despots, he had never 
``experienced such a worse government, a cruel government; worse than Duvalier.'' 
Still, Jean-Juste said he holds hope for Haiti as it approaches elections. 
 



''Definitely, things will change for the better. We have to get rid of these officials, de facto officials in 
power, that is the first thing,'' he said as the SUV in which he was traveling, pulled up to Jackson 
Memorial Hospital. 
There, he was greeted by two doctors, including Paul Farmer, a prominent Harvard infectious disease 
specialist who confirmed that Jean-Juste has leukemia. Farmer, a Jean-Juste supporter and friend, 
examined him in jail on Dec. 23. 
 
Farmer told The Miami Herald that Jean-Juste will undergo extensive tests and be treated for 
pneumonia, which he recently developed. 
 
As word spread through Little Haiti that Jean-Juste was free, supporters cheered. 
 
''That's great, that's great,'' said Bernard Frederic, 40, a music mixer at Notre Dame d'Haiti Catholic 
Church in Little Haiti. ``He helped a lot of Haitians in South Florida -- to get a green card or asylum. 
Thank God he's been released.'' 


