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Haiti: Aristide's party may join elections 
Jul. 26, 2005 at 8:42PM  
UPI  
Washington Times 
 
Some members of Haiti's Lavalas Party, once led by former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, said they 
will participate in elections later this year.  
      However others in Lavalas said they would not put forth a candidate in the presidential race, 
Haitian radio reported Tuesday.  
      Aristide left Haiti last February amid an armed insurrection by rebel forces taking over the country.  
      An interim government has been in charge of Haiti since his departure with the help of a 
multinational U.N. peacekeeping force.  
 



UN supports Haiti in trying to create a 'culture of dialogue' among opponents 
 UN News Centre 
 26 July 2005 
 
With general elections scheduled for October, the interim Government of Haiti and the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) today wrapped up a two-day workshop bringing together all 
political factions and civil society to discuss the environment, the budget and anti-poverty strategies, 
with a view to making a peaceful transition, the UN mission said.  
 
"In a country where it is acknowledged that a culture of dialogue has often been lacking, it is not a 
simple matter to bring together so many protagonists of different tendencies and divergent interests to 
listen to the views of the Government and development partners on the nation's present and future," 
UNDP Resident Representative and UN Resident Coordinator in Haiti Adama Guindo said, 
congratulating the Government.  
 
The workshop also looked at the possibility of achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 
by 2015, targets for tackling such socioeconomic problems as extreme poverty and hunger and 
inadequate education in the poorest country in the western hemisphere, UNDP said. 
 
According to official statistics, 56 per cent of the 8.5 million Haitians live on less than a dollar a day. 
"The incidence of poverty in Haiti is thus three times higher than the average in any other country in 
Latin America and the Caribbean," UNDP said. 
 
 
In these circumstances, Haiti will be unable to achieve the MDGs, UNDP said, and one of the 
messages emphasized at the workshop was the critical need for a national poverty-reduction strategy. 
 



Radio hosts defends Jean-Juste comments 
Woman said priest was plotting attack 
By Alva James-Johnson  
Staff Writer  
Posted July 27 2005  
South Florida Sun-Sentinel 
  
Karyne Sylvestre doesn't regret making radio comments that might have landed a priest in Haiti's 
National Penitentiary last week. 
 
The host of Radio Madoken, a Haitian program on Radio Mega 1020 AM, said she received credible 
information from someone who said that the Rev. Gérard Jean-Juste, a longtime Haitian activist and 
staunch supporter of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, was planning terrorist attacks against the 
Caribbean country. So she informed the public. 
  
 "I didn't harm any person. I don't have the right to do so," she said. "This was information to the 
Haitian people to protect democracy." 
 
Ira Kurzban, Jean-Juste's attorney in Miami, has threatened to file a defamation lawsuit against 
Sylvestre and Radio Mega's owner, Alex Saint Surin, if the July 14 comments aren't retracted. 
 
Sylvestre said she won't retract, and Saint Surin's attorney, Kertch Conze, said the station isn't liable. 
He said Sylvestre, who leases time on the radio station, is an independent contractor and her comments 
followed a disclaimer that was broadcast releasing the station of liability. 
 
As Sylvestre defended her actions Tuesday, Jean-Juste's supporters gathered at the Haitian consulate in 
Miami to protest his arrest. They carried photos of malnourished children, and called for the U.S. 
government to help stop injustice they say is rampant in their country. 
 
"They keep the assassins free and the good people like Jean-Juste are put in jail," said Eve Rose, who 
moved to Miami from Haiti 15 years ago. 
 
Sylvestre, meanwhile, said she and her family had received threats from Aristide supporters on radio 
stations and Web sites in New York, New Jersey and Florida. 
 
Sylvestre made the allegations against Jean-Juste on July 14, saying he was in Miami to collect an 
undisclosed amount of money from Aristide, who is now exiled in South Africa. She told her audience 
that the priest planned to use the money to recruit mercenaries for terrorist attacks to begin by July 17. 
 
She said she received the tip from a credible source the night before, but couldn't reveal where she got 
the information. 
 
U.S. Customs agents detained and searched the priest when he arrived at Miami International Airport a 
day later. His attorneys said the search was based on allegations similar to those made by Sylvestre. 
 



Bill Quigley, Jean-Juste's attorney in Haiti, said the agents found nothing more than a Bible, some 
rosaries and his clothes. 
 
Within the past year, Jean-Juste, now a resident of Haiti, has emerged as the spokesman for Aristide's 
Fanmi Lavalas party, vowing that the party would boycott upcoming October and November elections 
unless Aristide is returned to office.  
 
But on Monday, the party seemed divided over the issue.  
 
Louis Gérald Gilles, a former Lavalas senator in Haiti, said party members were in talks with Aristide 
to make a public statement calling for participation the elections. 
 
"We have the obligation to join the elections and to win them," Gilles said at a meeting of political 
parties organized in Port-au-Prince by the Haiti's interim government and the United Nations.  
 
Staff Writer Ginelle G. Torres and The Associated Press contributed to this report. 
  
 



Judge to investigate priest accused in journalist's slaying 
AP 
Wednesday, July 27, 2005 
Jamaica Observer 
  
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) - Haitian authorities said yesterday that they asked a judge to open a 
formal investigation of a Roman Catholic priest who has been accused of involvement in the slaying of 
a well-known journalist and labelled a "prisoner of conscience" by Amnesty International. 
 
The Rev Gerard Jean-Juste, a prominent figure in the party of ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide 
and a possible presidential candidate, will be investigated for charges that include weapons possession, 
kidnapping and murder, chief government prosecutor Audain Daniel said. 
 
Jean-Juste was arrested last Thursday as he tried to attend the funeral of the journalist, Jacques Roche, 
and was mobbed by protesters who accused the priest of involvement in the slaying. Police said he was 
detained because of the "public clamour" for his arrest by the angry demonstrators. 
The priest, who was in the United States when Roche was kidnapped in Port-au-Prince on July 10, has 
denied any connection to the abduction and slaying. 
 
Under Haitian law, a suspect must be charged within 48 hours of arrest but the Government has 
ignored that requirement in the case of Jean-Juste and dozens of other supporters of Aristide, who was 
ousted after a violent rebellion in 2004. 
 
Amnesty International said Monday that Jean-Juste was detained "solely because he has peacefully 
exercised his right to freedom of expression", and should be considered a prisoner of conscience. 
 
"He risks spending a long time in custody awaiting trial on apparently trumped-up charges," the 
international human rights group said. 
 
Interim prime minister Gerard Latortue described Jean-Juste's appearance at the Roche funeral "a 
provocation", and said authorities had "a huge file against him", 
The priest, who has said he would consider running for president in fall elections if he was asked to by 
the Lavalas party, has been detained in the capital's National Penitentiary, where his American lawyer 
Bill Quigley said he was being held in isolation. 
 
No one, including Jean Juste's bishop, has been allowed to come in contact with him since last 
Saturday, Quigley said. 
 
In Cite Soleil, a huge slum at the edge of the capital and an Aristide stronghold, protesters called for 
the priest's release at a demonstration yesterday. To the chants of "Free Jean-Juste", about 200 youths, 
accompanied by armed gang members, marched past a heavily guarded UN position. 



 
Amnesty International Designates Fr. Jean-Juste Prisoner of Conscience 
Common Dreams News Center  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
JULY 26, 2005 
9:22 AM CONTACT: Amnesty International 
 
HAITI - July 26 - Catholic priest Gérard Jean-Juste was taken into custody at a police station "for his 
own protection" on 21 July, after he was assaulted, but while he was at the police station he was 
accused of murder. He was abroad at the time of the murder of which he has been accused, but he is a 
prominent opponent of the government. Amnesty International considers him a prisoner of conscience, 
detained solely because he has peacefully exercised his right to freedom of expression. He risks 
spending a long time in custody awaiting trial on apparently trumped-up charges.  
 
Rev. Jean-Juste has been an outspoken supporter of former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, and critic 
of the present government, in his sermons and in radio broadcasts. On 21 July he attended the funeral 
of journalist Jacques Roche, at a church in the Pétionville suburb of the capital, Port-au-Prince. He was 
assaulted and threatened by a mob outside the church, who said he was one of those responsible for the 
violence that is sweeping the capital. He was taken to Pétionville police station by officers from the 
Haitian police and the UN civilian police force, CIVPOL. None of his attackers is known to have been 
detained.  
 
At the police station, officer Jean-Daniel Ulysse, from the Central Command of the Judicial Police 
(Direction Centrale de la Police Judiciaire, DCPJ) accused him of the murder of the journalist. 
Although he was supposedly there simply for his own safety, he was locked up in a cell at the police 
station with another 43 detainees. The following day he was transferred to the National Penitentiary, 
where he is in solitary confinement. According to his lawyer, he has reportedly been charged with the 
murder of Jacques Roche. However, Rev. Jean-Juste and his lawyers were not shown an arrest warrant 
or any other official statement of the charges. He is one of dozens of Aristide supporters who have 
been arbitrarily detained in this way.  
 
Journalist Jacques Roche was kidnapped on 10 July, and murdered when the full ransom demanded 
was not paid. Rev. Jean-Juste was in the United Sates at the time, returning from Miami on 15 July.  
 
Rev. Jean-Juste has been a target for government repression for some time. On 13 October 2004, he 
was arrested by police without a warrant at his church, Saint Claire's, in Port-au-Prince. A warrant 
issued on 18 October accused him of “plotting against the internal security of the state.” He was 
released on 29 November, after six weeks in custody. When he flew in from Miami on 15 July, he was 
stopped at Port-au-Prince airport, searched and questioned. He was ordered to present himself to the 
judicial police on 18 July, and two days later he was questioned by the investigating magistrate, 
regarding the accusation leading to his October arrest.  
 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was ousted on 29 February 2004, after an armed rebellion led by 
former military officers took control of the whole country. The same day, a US-led multinational force 



was deployed in Haiti, authorised by the UN Security Council. An interim government was put in 
place in early March with Gérard Latortue sworn in as Prime Minister. In June 2004, the UN 
Stabilisation Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) was sent to assist the interim government in securing the 
country, reforming the national police and protecting human rights. Since October 2004, the violence 
has escalated, particularly in the capital, where armed gangs, some of which allegedly have political 
affiliations to Aristide's party, are responsible for numerous killings and grave human rights abuses.  
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Please send appeals to arrive as quickly as possible, in French, English 
or your own language: 
 
- expressing concern at the arrest and detention without formal charges of Rev. Gérard Jean-Juste;  
 
- pointing out that he appears to be a prisoner of conscience, detained solely for the legitimate 
_expression of his opinions, and urging the authorities to release him immediately and unconditionally;  
 
- calling on the authorities to put an end to the arbitrary detentions that are prevalent throughout Haiti.  
 
APPEALS TO:  
 
Prime Minister  
Gérard Latortue  
Ministère de l'Intérieure, Villa d=Accueil, Delmas 60  
Musseau, Port-au-Prince, HAITI (W.I.)  
Fax: +509 298 3901 Salutation: Monsieur le Premier Ministre/Dear Prime Minister  
 
Minister of Justice and Public Security  
Me. Henri Dorléans  
Ministère de la Justice  
19 Ave. Charles Sumner, Port-au-Prince, Haiti (W.I.)  
Fax: +509 245 0474  
Salutation: Monsieur le Ministre/Dear Mr. Dorléans  
 
General Director of the Haiti National Police  
Mario Andresol  
Directeur Général de la Police Nationale d'Haïti 
Grand Quartier Générale la Police 
12 rue Oscar Pacot, Port-au-Prince, Haiti (W.I.) 
Fax: +509 245 7374 
Salutation: Monsieur le Ministre/Dear Mr. Andresol  
 
COPIES TO: 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General  
Juan Gabriel Valdés  
United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti 
(MINUSTAH) 
385, Ave. John Brown, Bourdon, B.P. 557, 



Port-au-Prince, Haiti (W.I.) 
Fax: +509 244 3512 
Salutation: Monsieur le Représentant spécial/Dear Special Representative Valdés  
 
Head of Human Rights Division 
Thierry Fagart 
Human Rights Division, MINUSTAH 
385, Ave. John Brown, Bourdon, B.P. 557  
Port-au-Prince, Haiti (W.I.) 
Fax: +509 244 9366 
+509 244 9367 
 
and to diplomatic representatives of Haiti accredited 
to your country.  
 
PLEASE SEND APPEALS IMMEDIATELY. Check with the 
International Secretariat, or your section office, if 
sending appeals after 5 September 2005. 
 



Haiti: One Year Later  
World Bank Resources 
Press Release 
Interim Cooperation Framework's (ICF) Official Site 
  
  
July DATE, 2005 -- In the past year in Haiti, tens of thousands of new jobs have been created, nearly 
200 schools have been rehabilitated and 300 kilometers of roads have been rebuilt. 
 
The measures have been possible under Haiti's Interim Cooperation Framework (ICF) which sets out 
the country's urgent and medium term development goals. 
 
While Haiti's interim government is recognizing this progress, it is also warning that after nearly 15 
years of political, social and economic instability, Haiti still has a way to go on both the economic and 
security fronts to lift itself out of poverty. 
 
 
"While we want to bring to the public's attention some of the small victories of the past year, for now, 
it remains absolutely essential that we also pave the way for safe, inclusive and credible elections in 
October and November, and we call on all Haitians and our international partners to continue working 
together to realize this goal," Prime Minister Gérard Latortue said. 
 
The Interim Cooperation Framework (ICF) is Haiti's economic, social and political recovery program 
supported by international donors, including the World Bank. The ICF is focused on promoting 
national reconciliation and coordinating a response to Haiti's urgent and medium term development 
needs. 
 
Donors pledged US$1.1 billion to support Haiti's transition program in July 2004. 
 
 Year of Progress 
 
Donors estimate that some US$400 million has been disbursed, as of the end of May 2005, for political 
governance and dialogue, economic governance and institution building, economic recovery and 
access to basic services and humanitarian aid. 
 
The country's achievements include: 
 
Improving electricity services in Port-au-Prince and surrounding suburbs 
Regular street cleaning in many neighborhoods 
Providing microcredit to thousands of poor Haitians, especially women 
Providing an additional 250,000 with clean water 
Distributing more than 2 million school books to ensure a successful school year 
Creating jobs in a number of sectors, including for road works, agriculture and local development 
projects 
Recruiting 2,300 new police officers 
Launching an ambitious electoral registration process 



The government also has increased transparency in how public resources are used. It has established an 
anti-corruption unit and involved civil society in the preparation of the budget. 
 
"One of the most valuable things that we have given this country is a legacy of improved economic 
governance, with more transparent and effective ways of doing business and tracking the use of public 
funds," said Henri Bazin, Minister of Economy and Finance. 
 
For Haiti to make significant progress in its battle against poverty, unemployment, insecurity and 
political instability, much more needs to be done such as creating more jobs, improving infrastructure, 
especially roads, and preparing children for the new school year. 
 
However, achieving these objectives is challenging because of the rise in violence and insecurity in 
parts of Port-au-Prince, as Haiti's prime minister has warned. 
 
"It is imperative that the security situation be stabilized so that donors can deliver their aid programs 
and the people of Haiti can benefit," Prime Minister Latortue said. 
 
Preparing for the Fall Elections 
 
The ICF is continuing with its program while at the same time working to prepare the country for the 
elections that will take place this fall. A new government will take office in February. 
 
"We are now focusing on how we can build upon the achievements of the ICF and ensure that all the 
appropriate structures are in place for the next government to effectively coordinate development aid 
and keep programs moving forward," said Roland Pierre, Minister of Planning and External 
Cooperation. 
 
  



Palm Beach Agents Round Up 17 Illegal Immigrants  
2 Groups Of Illegal Aliens Discovered In WPB 
July 26, 2005 
WPBF News 
 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. -- Border patrol agents in Palm Beach said Tuesday they have 
apprehended 17 illegal immigrants with the help of local authorities. 
 
Palm Beach police spotted the first of a group of immigrants about 2 a.m. on Monday. 
 
Within minutes, police found another immigrant and called the Border Patrol. 
 
Authorities said the Haitian, Jamaican and Peruvian immigrants told them they were dropped off from 
a boat that departed from the Bahamas. Some of the immigrants reportedly paid from $5,000 to $8,500 
to get to the Florida coast. 
 
They changed into dry clothes to try to avoid detection. 
 
A special agent in charge of the West Palm Beach office of the U.S. Border Patrol said agents believe 
they apprehended the whole group. 
 
The 17 have been taken to the Krome Detention Center in Miami. 



Father Jean-Juste Arrested in Port-au-Prince, Held Incommunicado 
Democracy Now! 
July 25, 2005 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Haitian Priest Gerard Jean-Juste, a leader in ousted president Jean-Bertrand Aristide's Lavalas party, 
was arrested last week and charged with the assassination of journalist Jaques Roche even though he 
was in Miami at the time of the murder. Father Jean-Juste is now being held incommunicado. We go to 
his lawyer, Bill Quigley, who just returned to Louisiana from Port-au-Prince. [includes rush transcript]  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Last week we spoke to Father Gerard Jean-Juste from Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Father Jean-Juste is a 
prominent leader in ousted Haitian president Jean-Bertrand Aristide's Lavalas party. We spoke to 
Father Jean-Juste as he was attending the funeral for Journalist Jacques Roche, cultural editor with the 
daily Le Matin, who was kidnapped and murdered earlier this month. Hours after we spoke to him, 
Father Juste was arrested and charged with being the assassination of Jaques Roche even though he 
was in Miami at the time of the murder.  
Father Jean-Juste's lawyer, Bill Quigley tried to visit him twice but was not allowed to see his client. 
Father Jean-Juste's other attorney, Mario Joseph will try to visit him this week.  
 
Bill Quigley reported yesterday on the Haiti Action News website that "Mario and other Haitian 
lawyers say there is no basis at all in law for the charges against Father Jean-Juste. All think the 
government will hold him in jail at least until after the scheduled elections in the fall unless 
international pressure forces them to act otherwise."  
 
 
Bill Quigley, Attorney for Father Jean-Juste 
- Related: Haiti Action Net 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
RUSH TRANSCRIPT  
 
AMY GOODMAN: I want to go back to an excerpt of the interview with Father Jean-Juste on 
Thursday who was talking about why he was attending Jacques Roche’s funeral.  
 
FATHER GERARD JEAN-JUSTE: Right now, today I’m on my way to attend the funeral of Jacques 
Roche, a prominent journalist who had been kidnapped and killed. And I'm going to show myself 
because his parents are from my town, and at a certain time, one of his relatives saved my life. I was 
being attacked by a mob, and then Mrs. Roche came out, saw me, and get me off the gangs and 
sheltered me at her house. So this is why I feel that I should be there regardless that they keep accusing 
Lavalas people of participating in the killings. 
 
AMY GOODMAN: That was Father Jean-Juste, speaking to Democracy Now! on Thursday. He was 
driving with Bill Quigley, his attorney. Bill Quigley just left Haiti yesterday and speaks to us from 
Louisiana. At the time of our conversation with Father Jean-Juste, Bill Quigley, he said that the police 
were following him. This was to the funeral. Can you describe what happened when he got there?  
 



BILL QUIGLEY: Yes. Amy, it was a situation that had I not been there I probably would not believe. 
He rode in the church vestments that all of the rest of the priests wore. And at about 10:00, the priests 
went out to view the coffin in a small chapel alongside the main church and to say a blessing over the 
coffin. But as the priests went out there, including the bishop and all the altar boys and girls and that, 
people started yelling at Father Jean-Juste and calling him an assassin and a murderer and a criminal, 
and yelling that he should be killed, that he should be arrested and it turned really into just a near riot 
in the church within seconds of his appearance in the church.  
 
And at that point, the other people -- the other priests turned around and walked back into a more 
private part of the church, but Father Jean-Juste stood there and tried to engage in dialogue with 
people, but they got increasingly nasty, and I walked out from the church part to be with him, and 
ultimately we were surrounded by some security forces and were able to get back. But people were just 
-- just had gone crazy about that.  
 
And then the other priests persuaded Father Gerry not to continue in the mass with them because it was 
too disruptive, so he agreed to do that. But then people came into the area where we were, screaming at 
him, pointing at him, that he was an assassin, he was a criminal, but then they walked on into church. 
These were people very well dressed for a funeral.  
 
But then, all of a sudden, the security melted away, and 15, 20, or more young men came in and started 
screaming and yelling, and then they started throwing things at Father Jean-Juste and slapping him and 
punching him and grabbing at his vestments and trying to knock him down, twisted his arm, spit on us. 
And a young woman who was at the funeral came out of the crowd and wrapped herself around Father 
Jean-Juste as a shield and prayed with him and really very possibly saved his life from this group.  
 
By this time a couple of the U.N. troops came to the scene, because the Haitian police were nowhere to 
be found, and started to try to help us get out of that part of the church, because as a security man said, 
‘Look, you have to leave, or they’re going to kill you. They’re going to kill you right here.’  
 
And we retreated through various parts of the church with a surging crowd after us and screaming and 
hitting and pushing and spitting and the like, and ended up trapped in a little, very small bathroom 
stall, Father Gerry, myself, and this wonderful woman who had come out of the crowd, and people 
pounding on the door and screaming and that, and finally the police -- actually the U.N. troops were 
able to save us.  
 
But then Father Gerry and I were taken under, you know, in a police guard, in a U.N. guard, under a 
machine gun guard, to a car and sped off, but then they brought us to the police station and Father 
Gerry never got out of police custody from then. They held him for maybe six or eight hours at the 
police station, and then they ultimately came in and told him that they were charging him with the 
murder of this journalist, and they were going to -- they put him in jail, locked him into jail, 
handcuffed him and put him in this cell of 40 people with no beds and one toilet, and then the 
following day went before a justice of the peace, and then handcuffed him again, at a harrowing trip 
through town with machine gun soldiers with helmets all in black, black ski masks and the like.  
 



AMY GOODMAN: Bill Quigley, we just have ten seconds. So he is now in solitary confinement 
charged with, well, something similar to what the Prime Minister, Yvon Neptune, is charged with, 
inciting violence?  
 
BILL QUIGLEY: Inciting the violence, and in isolation and cut off from everybody.  
 
AMY GOODMAN: Well, I want to thank you very much for being with us, Bill Quigley, describing 
Father Jean-Juste’s imprisonment.  
 
  



Wave of Protest Condemns UN Massacre of Poor in Haiti   
Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti 
July 25, 2005  
 
Emergency protests were held July 21 st in Brazil, France and 13 US and Canadian cities – to express 
the world’s outrage at the massacre of at least 23 Haitian civilians on July 6 th in the popular 
neighborhood of Cite Soleil, by UN troops under Brazilian command. Demonstrations in Haiti and 
elsewhere continue this week.  
 
Meanwhile in Haiti, Father Gerard Jean-Juste -- who kicked off the international protest campaign 12 
days ago at the Brazilian consulate in Miami -- was beaten and arrested July 21 st after speaking out 
against the coup regime. The pastor of St. Claire’s Church in Port-au-Prince, he has been called the 
"Martin Luther King of Haiti" for his courageous defense of Haiti’s poor majority. Fr Jean-Juste is now 
in solitary confinement at the National Penitentiary in the Haitian capital.  
 
Coordinated demonstrations took place July 21 st in Washington, D.C. and Ottawa (at Brazilian 
embassies); in Miami, Montreal, New York, Toronto and San Francisco (at Brazilian consulates 
general); as well as in Minneapolis, San Jose (California), Boston, and the Canadian cities of Halifax 
(Nova Scotia), Winnipeg (Manitoba), and Vancouver. Protesters called for UN troops and Haitian 
police to stop the killings; for all UN soldiers from 20 nations to leave Haiti now; and for the 
restoration of Haiti’s sovereignty and constitutional rule.  
 
In Brazil a high-level, 15-member delegation, including leading members of Congress and union 
leaders from the CUT labor federation, rallied in front of Planalto Palace in the capital of Brasilia. 
They presented a letter to President Lula da Silva, signed by numerous Brazilian labor leaders and 
well-known personages, calling for withdrawal of all Brazilian troops from Haiti and respect for 
Haiti’s sovereignty. The letter to Lula was based on a report by the US Labor/Human Rights 
Delegation to Haiti about the July 6th killings ["Growing Evidence of a Massacre by UN Occupation 
Forces in Port-au-Prince Neighborhood of Cite Soleil"].  
 
In San Francisco 200 chanting people led by Haitian drums marched down Market Street, then snaked 
into the Montgomery Street financial district to the Brazilian consulate, chanting "Why is Brazil killing 
in Haiti?" and "US/UN – Get out of Haiti." Earlier in the day, members of the Labor/Human Rights 
Delegation met with the Brazilian consul general for an hour. They presented a letter to President Lula, 
calling for an end to the UN occupation and killings in Haiti. A similar letter was presented at the 
Brazilian consulate in Miami, and at their embassy in the Canadian capital of Ottawa, by Haitian 
community leaders.  
 
The international campaign -- with protests in five countries -- kicked off on July 13 th, when Father 
Gerard Jean-Juste flew from Haiti to Miami to lead a demonstration at the Brazilian consulate -- and 
meet with consular officials for nearly three hours -- to protest the Cite Soleil massacre by UN troops 
under Brazilian command.  
 
The campaign picked up steam the following day, on July 14 th, when despite heavy repression and 
continued killings by UN forces, more than 5,000 people demonstrated in Cite Soleil to condemn the 



UN massacre in their neighborhood on July 6th. They chanted for the return of President Aristide, and 
demanded prison for the leaders and backers of the coup regime.  
 
Also on July 14 th, Father Jean-Juste was ‘denounced’ on a right-wing Haitian radio program in 
Florida, saying he was returning to Haiti on American Airlines, with the implicit threat that something 
bad might and should happen to him. The next day Jean-Juste was searched and questioned for 20 
minutes by US authorities at the Miami airport. On arrival in Port-au-Prince he was detained by 
Haitian National Police for two hours. A week later he was attacked and beaten while attending a 
funeral, re-arrested and sent to the National Penitentiary.  
 
The citizens of Cite Soleil, Father Jean-Juste and the internationally coordinated demonstrations on 
July 21st are shining a spotlight on the crimes committed by the US/UN occupation on July 6th in Cite 
Soleil. Clearly the coup regime feels threatened by these revelations, and are retaliating against our 
courageous brother. Defending Fr. Jean-Juste – and demanding his immediate release -- is an integral 
part of this campaign.  
 
Organizers emphasized that UN troops, who have been in Haiti since June 2004, are there as a proxy 
force doing the bidding of the US government -- replacements for the US, French and Canadian troops 
who assisted in the February 29, 2004 coup d’etat that overthrew the constitutional government of 
President Aristide.  
 
The movement is spreading. Philadelphia is demonstrating July 28 [west side of City Hall, Noon-2pm 
and 4-6pm]; New York again July 28 at the Brazilian consulate [1185 Avenue of the Americas ( 6 th 
Ave), near 47 th Street, 3-7 pm], and Paris again on July 30 at the Place de la Republique. Miami 
demonstrates again July 26 at Haitian consulate (289 SW 13 th St, at 11 am) demanding the release of 
Fr. Jean-Juste.  
 
In Haiti, demonstrations have been announced for July 25 in the Bel Air district of Port-au-Prince, and 
for July 26 in Cite Soleil, also demanding the release of Father Jean-Juste. These popular 
neighborhoods have been staunch supporters of President Aristide and opponents of the coup regime.  
 
In Brazil, a coalition is organizing public meetings and rallies in various cities, demanding that Brazil 
end its military involvement in Haiti. The coalition includes unions and top leaders affiliated with the 
CUT (Brazil’s largest labor federation), the Unified Black Movement (MNU) and Campanha Haiti (the 
Brazil Out of Haiti Campaign).  
 
Demonstrations in 15 cities on July 21 condemning UN massacre in Cite Soleil  
 
Boston – Demonstration at the Haitian Consulate including members of the Haitian community and 
members of the Boston School Bus Drivers Union.  
 
Brasilia – Rally in the Brazilian capital in front of the Planalto Palace. A 15-member delegation, 
including leading members of Congress and the CUT labor federation, presented a letter to President 
Lula Da Silva, calling for withdrawal of all Brazilian troops from Haiti and respect for Haiti’s 
sovereignty. Public meetings and rallies in various Brazilian cities are to follow.  
 



Halifax, Nova Scotia – Picketing at the US Consulate on Purdy’s Wharf, to protest the US role in the 
2004 coup, and in the killings of thousands of supporters of the majority Lavalas movement since the 
coup. They carried a coffin marked "Haiti Democracy", and seized the occasion of a nearby Jazz 
Festival to pass out hundreds of flyers about the July 6 UN massacre in Cite Soleil.  
 
Miami – Demonstration at the Brazilian Consulate. Lavarice Gaudin and other Haitian community 
leaders met with consular officials and presented an "open letter" to Brazil’s President Lula da Silva 
calling for withdrawal of all UN troops from Haiti and restoration of the constitutional government.  
 
Minneapolis/St.Paul – March to the Federal Building, to protest the US role in destabilizing the 
Aristide government and now in supporting the murderous coup regime and its UN allies. They walked 
over to the Star-Tribune, to protest newspaper coverage of Haiti. 
 
Montreal - Haitian community members and supporters turned out at Dorchester Square, then marched 
to the Brazilian consulate in a busy downtown area, chanting "Brazil out of Haiti", "Canada out of 
Haiti" and "Heleno Ribeiro Assassin," a reference to the Brazilian commander of UN forces in Haiti. A 
delegation met with an attache from the consulate to press their demands.  
 
New York – Picketing at the Brazilian Consulate. This followed a demonstration of 300 at United 
Nations headquarters the previous Saturday to protest the July 6 th massacre.  
 
Ottawa/Gatineau – Demonstrators rallied at the Brazilian embassy chanting "Canada, Brazil – Out of 
Haiti". Haitian community leader Jean Saint-Vil read out a letter addressed to Brazil’s President Lula 
da Silva, condemning the massacre and demanding that Brazil immediately take steps to withdraw 
their troops from Haiti and facilitate the return of the constitutionally-elected government.  
 
All those present decided to co-sign the letter, and a delegation presented it to a charge d’affaires at the 
embassy, before engaging the diplomat in a 75-minute serious discussion about the situation in Haiti, 
illustrated with a power-point presentation by the delegation.  
 
Paris – Demonstrators from the Haitian community and supporters passed out leaflets, with the 
headline: "Brazil and the UN are slaughtering the Haitian people." Grisly, full-color photos of 
massacre victims bore the captions: "A mother and her two children, their only crime was to be 
sleeping in their home the night of July 6, 2005" and "A bakery employee, his only crime was to be 
leaving his house to go to work." The leaflet said: "Brazil: What is the price to be paid for a place 
among the imperialist powers? Unit of measure: one human head. How do you explain yourselves, 
Brazil, when the UN troops under your command have assassinated, in the middle of the night on July 
6 th at 4 a.m., more than 60 Haitian citizens in the popular neighborhood of Cite Soleil?...Has the 
president of Brazil decided to betray his origins in order to win a place as spectator among the G8? 
Why have Brazil and the UN declared war on the Haitian people who only cry out for peace?" The 
leaflet demanded immediate withdrawal of UN troops from Haiti, that those implicated in the massacre 
be brought to justice, and the return of the constitutional order and President Aristide.  
 
San Francisco – A crowd of 200 marched down Market Street, then up Montgomery Street to 
demonstrate at the Brazilian Consulate. [See above for details.]  
 



San Jose , California – Demonstrators picketed the French consulate twice, at noon and again in late 
afternoon, to protest France’s role in the coup d’etat that ousted President Aristide, and its continuing 
support of the coup regime.  
 
Toronto – Protesters gathered at the Brazilian consulate, near the busy Bay and Bloor intersection. 
They held a banner that read "Restore Democracy – Reparations for Haiti". When an agent from the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) identified himself and started asking questions of each of the 
demonstrators, organizers used this as an opportunity to draw attention to the role of the RCMP in 
training the hated Haitian National Police. Two representatives of the protesters then met with the 
Brazilian consul to present their demands.  
 
Vancouver – Demonstrators rallied outside the Card Armed Forces Recruiting Center, protesting 
Canadian military assistance to the coup regime in Haiti, then walked to a Canadian government 
building to condemn Canada’s role in the coup and its aftermath.  
 
Washington , D.C . – Protesters at the Brazilian embassy held the Haitian flag and signs that read:  
 
" Brazil: Is the Security Council seat worth the blood of Haitians?" and "Brazil-led troops bring terror 
to Haiti". Nine police officers and Secret Service agents showed up to ask questions. Organizers issued 
a statement that the protest was "in response to the massacre on July 6 th of Haitians living in Cite 
Soleil. We hold Brazil responsible for this massacre, as it is currently in charge of the MINUSTAH 
forces who led the murderous raid. We ask for the return of the democratically elected government to 
Haiti."  
 
Winnipeg , Manitoba – Demonstrators gathered at the Winnipeg offices of SNC-Lavalin, identified as 
"one of the biggest Canadian corporate profiteers from the occupation of Haiti." They were 
interviewed by the local French-language CBC radio. They entered the SNC office and presented their 
concerns about the situation in Haiti, and called on SNC to stop all operations in Haiti "as long as a 
brutal US-imposed government is in place."  
 
   



 
Haiti Eyes  
Originally: Haiti Eyes 
M. Catherine Maternowska 
New York Times 
July 25, 2005 
Haiti Democracy Project web page item #3137 (http://www.haitipolicy.org) 
 
I have been working in Haiti -- on and off -- for 22 years, and it 
seemed insane to me that, after all this time, I would die like 
this, in one of the country's violent moments. I somehow thought I 
was immune. 
 
It was April of this year, and five of us had packed into a small 
rental car and traveled north out of Port-au-Prince -- heading to 
a meeting of our nonprofit organization. Our attackers came out of 
nowhere, four men dark in the sun through our grimy windshield, 
half crouching and waving their hands and guns. They forced our 
driver from the vehicle. I thought they wanted the car, so I 
jumped out of the back seat. But they hit me in the head with the 
butt of a gun and pushed me back in. Shouting and brandishing 
their weapons, two of them jumped in the front, one on each side 
of the woman sitting there. The other two shoved in back; one of 
them sat on my lap and one crammed in next to me, his gun cocked 
at my head. The car accelerated wildly, leaving our driver in the 
road. The new driver ground the gears, banged us through potholes, 
veering dangerously. The men screamed at one another, gasping for 
breath and sweating. 
 
My friend, squashed against the far door, looked catatonic. My 
other friend began to pray. I told her: ''I can't die. I have two 
little boys!'' I kept staring at the guns, old and worn with use. 
 
The men shouted: ''Where is your money? What do you have?'' I 
could see the face of the man beside me. He was angry but also 
scared. So I helped him get our bags, our jewelry and our money. 
''There must be more!'' yelled the angry driver. ''Women are 
crafty!'' They grabbed my breasts and ordered me to pull up my 
skirt and groped me in search of hidden money. The driver swerved 
down another gravel road, fishtailing. They were shouting -- 
arguing about where and how to execute us. 
 
The strange thing was that I knew the men who were doing this. I 
don't mean that I knew them personally, but I knew all about them. 
I'm a medical anthropologist, and I went to Haiti to help solve 
the public health problems resulting from too many people in too 



little space. I believed that family planning would help. I spent 
10 years living and working with the masses in Cite Soleil -- a 
harsh, urban landfill in Port-au-Prince. 
 
In many ways, I had watched the gunmen grow up. They used to be 
hungry little boys. I watched them live through a decade of 
atrocities: their fathers shot in broad daylight; corpses 
littering their streets; their mothers beaten and raped with the 
muzzles of guns. As men, sitting across from me, they would clench 
their fists and tell me how otherwise decent human beings can do 
such things. They talked about drugs and guns. Sometimes, if I 
questioned too closely, they would turn their heads or bury their 
faces in their hands, weeping. 
 
These were the men who had helped make my understanding of health, 
Haiti and the world a terribly complicated thing. From my first 
day in Haiti, more than two decades ago, I knew that my experience 
there would change my life. And it has. I tell everyone I have 
Haiti eyes. I fell for the country's intoxicating culture, its 
intelligent and vibrant people -- people determined to find their 
place in the world. But over the years, I've watched Haiti turn; 
I've watched hope become despair. I've realized that family 
planning or even decent public health won't heal the ills that 
years of political instability, corruption, rebellion and poverty 
have caused. The simple job I had envisioned had also turned -- it 
was no longer simple, and it was much more than a job. 
 
In the car, the men kept on shouting, arguing, waving their guns. 
I had visions of my boys, 7 and 5 years old. I looked at the 
gunman next to me, but I couldn't speak. I shook my head and 
pleaded with my eyes as if to say: no, no, no. 
 
Then, for some reason, he touched my arm and bent close: ''You're 
going to be all right.'' He screamed in Haitian Creole for the 
driver to stop. The agitated driver ignored him, but the man 
yelled again: they'd got jewelry, lots of money, computers -- we 
were useless. And finally the driver slammed on the brakes. My 
catatonic friend fell out of the car, and my praying friend jumped 
over her. As I was pushing to get out, the man grabbed my arm 
again, looked me in the eyes and said, ''Kouri, kouri pi vit ke 
posib'' (''Run, run as fast as you can''). 
 
I have run, in a sense, all the way back home to Northern 
California. Seemingly, I am safe. But I don't feel that way. My 
sleep is interrupted by nightmares; the gunman orders me to work 
on public health projects in Haiti. And I keep thinking about what 



he said: Run, run as fast as you can. I wonder now what I should 
be running from: him, Haiti, my work? I'm not immune to Haiti's 
chaos anymore. It has engulfed me. In time, I will return, but for 
now, my Haiti eyes need rest. 
 
M. Catherine Maternowska is an assistant professor of obstetrics 
and gynecology at the University of California at San Francisco. 
She is the author of a book on Haiti and family planning, to be 
published next year by Rutgers University Press. 



OAS Commission Urges Immediate Steps To Quell Violence in Haiti 
Inter-American body denounces murder of Haitian journalist 
22 July 2005 
By Eric Green 
Washington File Staff Writer 
US State Dept. 
 
Washington -- A human rights body of the Organization of American States (OAS) is calling for 
immediate measures to quell what it says is unprecedented violence in Haiti, where residents in some 
parts of the nation's capital of Port-au-Prince are effectively being held hostage by armed gangs. In a 
July 22 statement, the OAS Inter-American Commission on Human Rights expressed concern that the 
daily violence in Port-au-Prince has claimed an estimated 700 lives since September 2004, including 
over 40 police officers. 
 
Many of the victims are women and children, who are reportedly being used as human shields by 
armed gangs during confrontations with the Haitian National Police and a U.N. force designed to 
stabilize the nation. 
 
Because of dangerous conditions in many areas of Port-au-Prince, the commission said human-rights 
defenders are unable to monitor the situation or provide assistance to victims. The unsafe conditions 
also do not permit access to proper medical assistance, "further exacerbating the harmful conditions 
under which thousands of Haitians live and causing the displacement of large numbers of inhabitants 
in affected areas," said the commission. 
 
Also worrisome is a wave of kidnappings, with multiple incidents occurring daily, the commission 
added. In some cases the victims are released in exchange for the payment of cash, but the commission 
said there are increasing reports about victims being subjected to physical abuse, torture and rape 
during their captivity. 
 
The commission said the violence in Haiti must also be contained in order to ensure that legislative and 
presidential elections scheduled for later in 2005 are carried out "within an environment free of fear 
and intimidation." 
 
The United States is providing $15 million to support the 2005 elections in Haiti, part of a $44 million 
commitment from the global community to promote democracy and stability in the Caribbean nation. 
 
OAS CONDEMNS KILLING OF HAITIAN JOURNALIST 
 
In a separate development, the OAS commission joined the international community in condemning 
the murder of prominent journalist Jacques Roche, a well-known cultural editor for the Haitian daily 
Le Matin. Four days after being kidnapped on July 10, Roche was found dead on a street in Port-au-
Prince, having been shot several times. His body reportedly bore the signs of torture. 
 
Among the global groups condemning Roche's killing was the U.N. stabilization mission in Haiti -- 
known as MINUSTAH -- which pledged its full support for efforts to track down those who committed 
the "brutal and vile" murder of the journalist. 



 
The New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists said in a statement mourning Roche's death that 
journalists in Haiti have limited their movements in the nation in response to the country's "pervasive 
climate of lawlessness." 
 
Another group, Reporters Without Borders, based in Paris, voiced "shock and outrage" at Roche's 
murder. 
 
"The Haitian press has just lost a renowned journalist and Haiti has lost a leading advocate of its 
culture, and we call on the authorities to find and punish his murderers," the press freedom 
organization said. 
 
The Miami-based Inter-American Press Association said in a statement denouncing Roche's murder 
that it would host an August 19-20 seminar in the Haitian city of Cap Haitien, focusing on the risks 
that journalists face in practicing their profession in Haiti. 
 
(The Washington File is a product of the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. 
Department of State. Web site:  
 



Some Good News From Haiti, Finally? 
Editorial 
The Bahama Journal 
July 27, 2005 
 
We begin with a confession that we just do not know if the information reaching us is good news or 
not. This confession of ignorance concerns the optimistic-sounding revelation that the Haitian 
Government, Political Parties and Civil Society Organizations are currently engaged in historic 
discussions towards a peaceful transition. 
 
Readership and the attentive public would readily appreciate why at this early stage of the game we are 
not quite prepared to trumpet this announcement. This information involves the Republic of Haiti, a 
land of so many false dawns. 
 
It is in this context, and against this backdrop that we note the new information, which says, that The 
United Nations Development Program is today engaged in that process by way of much needed 
assistance to the LaTortue interim regime in Haiti. 
 
One report coming from them notes that, "as the country gets set to elect a new government in the 
general elections scheduled for October, November and December this year, the first legislative, 
municipal and presidential elections since the resignation and departure from the country in February 
2004 of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the Government of the Republic of Haiti and the United 
Nations declared open last Monday in Port-au-Prince a two-day information and discussion workshop 
for political parties and civil society organizations aimed at promoting a peaceful transition in this 
strife-torn Caribbean nation, which is preparing to organize general elections that are crucial to the 
country’s future transition to democracy.  
 
We learn that the workshop – organized by the Haitian Government with the support of the United 
Nations through the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) – brought together on 25 and 
26 July in the Haitian capital, all of the factions of the political parties planning to compete in the 
upcoming elections. 
 
We note too that it provided a forum for in-depth consideration by the participants of such important 
issues as the national budget, implementation of the Interim Cooperation Framework (ICF)  - prepared 
by the Transitional Government with the support of the international community – the environment, 
poverty reduction efforts and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG). 
 
In addition to members of the Government, the workshop also benefited from the participation of 
representatives of civil society organizations and development cooperation agencies.  
 
"With the elections just a few months away and as part of the process of national dialogue, the 
Government with the support of the United Nations system wished to share all available information 
on the major national issues", declared Gérard Latortue, Prime Minister of the Transitional 
Government. "This is part of our efforts to develop the capacity of political actors and of civil society 
in order to equip them for effectively preparing their programmes and for the proper exercise of State 
power".  



 
We are informed that local, legislative and presidential elections will lead to a renewal of the ruling 
class of the country, the poorest in the southern hemisphere, which is currently in the grip of a crisis of 
instability fuelled by social violence that is political in nature and by growing insecurity.  
 
Unfortunately, this situation, which is characteristic of the recent history of Haiti, has been an obstacle 
to any improvement in the socio-economic indicators. According to official statistics, more than half of 
the population, or 56 per cent of the 8.5 million Haitians, live on less than a dollar a day. The incidence 
of poverty in Haiti is thus three times higher than the average in any other country in Latin America 
and the Caribbean.  
 
Unfortunately, given these circumstances, Haiti will be unable by 2015 to achieve the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDG), the first of which is the reduction of extreme poverty and hunger by half. 
In this connection, one of the messages emphasized at this workshop was the critical need for a 
national poverty-reduction strategy, based on the MDG, in order to reverse this trend.  
 
But this pessimism aside, like others who live in hope – but who also fear that they will die in distress- 
we are wishing and praying that this time around, Haiti will pull itself together and begin that process 
of genuine national reconstruction.  
 
The new Haiti must be founded and grounded in democracy. 



Everything has a price 
Education, survival in Haiti costs more than just money 
By Andrea Samuelson 
Times Record News, TX 
July 27, 2005 
 
Editor's note: The following is the third in a five-part series from Andrea Samuelson, a 20-year-old 
Wichitan who has traveled extensively to Haiti over the past three years, volunteering in one of the 
most economically challenged and disease-ridden areas of the world.  
 
"Free" is a word that we, as Americans, have come to expect from public education. In Haiti, however, 
nothing is free. In addition to school fees, uniforms, books and supplies, there is an inherent danger in 
going to school, which could cost a student his/her life.  
 
Despite the importance Haitians place on education, it is a luxury only few can afford. Based on the 
French educational system, only 65 percent of children who are of age to attend primary school 
actually do, and less than 35 percent of those who enter will complete all six years. Only 20 percent of 
children will go on to secondary school (UNICEF). The economic instability and violence in the 
capital have caused these numbers to dramatically decrease.  
 
With the ousting of President Aristide in February 2004 by American forces, schools and hospitals 
became the targets of violence and looting and were consequently closed for several months, bringing 
the country to a standstill. As a result, the number of street children in Port au Prince has risen above 
2,000 in 2004, and 120,000 young girls are currently "employed" as domestic servants. An alternative 
to deepening poverty, children have taken up arms in return for monetary compensation and, more 
importantly, authority and prestige. Recruited by armed gangs who are funded by pro-Aristide 
organizations, children have become primary soldiers in the battle against residents, the interim 
government, aid workers, religious organizations, the United Nations, PNH, the Haitian police force 
and anyone who interferes with the workings of the gang, the Chimeres. Many have deserted their 
homes, and now it is guns, not men, who occupy the homes. 
 



Inching toward understanding 
Wichitan's awareness increases, but so does anger 
By Andrea Samuelson 
Times Record News (Wichita Falls, TX) 
July 26, 2005 
 
EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is the second in a five-part series from Andrea Samuelson, a 20-
year-old Wichitan who has traveled extensively to Haiti over the past three years, volunteering in one 
of the most economically challenged and disease-ridden areas of the world.  
 
My closest friend in Haiti is 10 years old and was recently diagnosed with HIV. Her name is Gertrude 
and she has been in and out of the home with tuberculosis since my maiden voyage to Haiti three years 
ago. After learning of her diagnosis, I went to the playground, where I was certain I could find her. She 
and her friends ran over to me and proudly showed me the three diaper pins they had found in the 
corner of their cement playground. Showing me the calluses on the balls and heels of their feet, they 
swiftly pricked themselves and laughed, rotating the pins amongst themselves. Younger children, who 
still had much to prove in the eyes of their older comrades, gathered around, reaching for the pins so 
that they, too, could show me how tough they were. I extended my arm and ordered them to place the 
pin on the flat of my hand.  
 
Mettez-la. Begged them.  
 
Ceding to my request, Gertrude, the leader in the game, moved to place the yet-opened pin in my 
possession. As she dropped the pin, I drew back my hand, letting it resonate on the floor beneath me. 
The children unleashed a furious laughter and I felt ashamed for having let my fear show. Later, the 
children would be given oversized mangoes and raw plantains. Bellies bloated from malnutrition, they 
implored me to sample their food.  
 
The first time I returned from Haiti, I was cynically asked what it was like experiencing Haiti from a 
background "such as mine." This question resonates in my mind, three years later, as the most ignorant 
and insensitive comment that I have ever heard. As American citizens, residents, Green Card holders 
and visitors, we are very fortunate. Compared to America's Gross National Income of $36,710 in 2004, 
Haiti pales in comparison with a meek $380 in 2003.  
 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR  
 
At 17, Andrea Samuelson of Wichita Falls decided she wanted to help those in the most desolate parts 
of the world. India was her first choice, "but getting there was too expensive.  
 
"A trip to Haiti was cheaper."  
 
That was three years and four trips ago. She travels by herself, primarily, going with a photographer 
sometimes and, if she's lucky, her mother, Liliana.  
 
"My mother is the bravest person I know," said Samuelson, who just returned from a trip to Haiti. "My 
mother was the one who encouraged me to volunteer."  



 
On a trip in 2004, featured afterward on the Times Record News Religion page, Samuelson worked 
with The Missionaries of Charity, an order founded by Mother Teresa.  
 
"You go there and you feel like you don’t have enough arm to hold them all," she said Friday. 
"They’re all so sweet."  
 
The 20-year-old, a junior at Amherst College in Amherst, Mass., visited the paper early last week, 
asking if her written account could appear somewhere in the paper. So compelling was her narrative, 
the paper is publishing her story in its entirety, in a five-part series starting today.  
 
Her family includes her mother, father, Dr. Bradley Samuelson, a cardiologist in Wichita Falls, and 
two brothers, Paul, 23, and Alex, 19.  
 
ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER  
 
A native of New Hampshire, Ashley Gresh attended Phillips Exeter Academy and then proceeded to 
McGill University in Montreal, Canada, to major in international development. She has traveled 
widely and has won awards for her work in Morocco, Egypt and Haiti. Ashley and Andrea met while 
in high school in New Hampshire. 
 



World Bank worried about violence in Haiti 
Friday, July 22, 2005 
Caribbean Net News 
 
GEORGETOWN, Guyana (AFP): The World Bank is worried that Haiti's long-running political 
violence and crime could undermine international assistance to the impoverished Caribbean nation, a 
senior bank official said Thursday.  
 
World Bank Country Director for the Caribbean, Caroline Anstey, said the World Bank's programme 
in Haiti "is on track" with most of the community-driven projects targeting relatively calm rural areas 
while Port-au-Prince, Cite Soleil and Bel Air remained volatile.  
 
"We are finding, though, that the violence in some key slums is imperilling development in those 
areas," she told AFP, during a brief visit to Guyana to review part of the country's programme.  
 
The World Bank official appealed for "a very strong partnership" with the the United Nations 
Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), to help guarantee protection for people involved in 
providing assistance, jobs and fighting corruption.  
 
She said the UN, the rest of the international community and Haitians would have to work together to 
ensure democratic and accountable elections that will be held later this year.  
 
"The recent spate of kidnappings and random violence and criminality is extremely worrying and I 
think is imperilling development in some of the key areas, which need development the most," she 
said.  
 
The World Bank recently opened an office in Port-au-Prince but Anstey said her organisation could 
not work on Cite Soleil and Bel Air.  
 
Instead, she said international agencies have resorted to working through local community-based 
groups, even as they appealed for opponents to "lower the level of violence and criminality."   
 
Increasing concerns about security come as the World Bank is about to seek approval from its board 
for a 38 million dollar grant for a range of community projects in Haiti. 
 
 



Dominica to introduce visas for Haitian and Dominican Republic nationals 
by Paul Charles 
Caribbean Net News  
Monday, July 25, 2005 
 
ROSEAU, Dominica: Dominican authorities disclosed Thursday that visa requirements would be 
slapped on nationals from Haiti and the Dominican Republic to curb their illegal migration to 
neighbouring Caribbean islands.  
 
Prime Minister Roosevelt Skerrit said the steady influx of nationals from the two countries was serious 
enough to become a national security issue.  
 
"The matter has come to a point where it is a serious concern of national security," said Skerrit, the 
national security minister.  
 
Skerrit said there are concerns over the large number of Haitians and Dominicans who risk their lives 
travelling from Dominica to Guadeloupe and St Martin by small vessels.   
 
"We now need to save the lives of the children of Haiti and the women who have to travel these waters 
in search of better livelihoods," he said.  
 
According to the Dominican leader, the new restriction would reduce the large number of visitors from 
both islands.   
 
Skerrit said his administration had to take the bold steps after carefully considering the plight of sister 
Caricom nation, Haiti.  
 
"We are also concerned about the situation confronting Haiti at this time. But since they do so illegally 
we have to put measures in place to protect the lives of these people," he said.  
 
Skerrit has also ordered the immigration department to "repatriate them immediately" once they do not 
have the necessary requirement to enter Dominica.  
 
He further directed a junior minister to "develop a strategic plan" to deal with the issue which he 
described as a grave situation for all three countries.   
 
The immigration department, which is a part of the Dominica Police Force, put the number of Haitians 
and Dominicans who visited here between last October and July at 11,600.  
 
In 2003, the Dominican government imposed a US$400 security bond on nationals of Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic to stem what they described their use of the island as transhipment point.  
The local police have complained that the measures have not worked well. In the past two days, 24 
nationals from both northern Caribbean countries have been sent back for lack of "proper documents".  



Why the U.S. and France Hate Haiti   
by Ed Kinane  
Common Dreams News Center 
July 20, 2005 
   
Let's begin with 1492. Since that year, when it was "discovered," no country in the Caribbean has 
suffered more pain per capita than Haiti.  
In the 15th century, according to Columbus, Haiti was an island paradise. Now it is an ecological 
disaster. In the 18th century, Haiti was the richest colony in the New World. Now it is the poorest 
nation in the Western Hemisphere.  
 
In the early 1500s, Haiti's indigenous people, the Taino, were rendered extinct. Alien disease took its 
inevitable toll. But it was the Spanish obsession with gold and Columbus' brutal ways of extracting and 
extorting what little gold there was that sealed their fate.  
 
Soon thousands of West Africans were imported every year to fill the labor vacuum. Africans, under 
the lash, were put to work raising indigo and then cane sugar. So savage was the slave regime, at first 
under the Spanish and then under the French, that a slave's life expectancy upon reaching Haiti was 
only several years. Slaves didn't live long enough to assimilate "Western civilization." To this day 
Haiti remains essentially an African country.  
 
In the 1790's, the Afro-Haitians revolted. In 1804, led by the slave Toussaint L'Ouverture, the Africans 
succeeded in whupping Napolean's army and driving it off the island.  
 
This was the world's first successful slave revolt. Ignored in our history books, it was an 
accomplishment as significant and as liberating as the French or U.S. revolutions.  
 
Western civilization -- France and the other white colonial slave-holding powers -- has yet to forgive 
the Afro-Haitians. Like Sandinista Nicaragua and Castro's Cuba, liberating itself was Haiti's original 
sin. Two centuries later the forces of counter-liberation are still relentlessly applied against it.  
 
For years, few nations would recognize Haiti's independence. The United States, despite the lofty 
sentiments of its founding documents, did not recognize Haiti until our own slave regime crumbled in 
the 1860s. France, despite the ideals of its 1789 revolution, would not recognize Haiti until it paid a 
crushing multi-million dollar indemnity.  
 
In the Catholic theology of my youth, we are all born -- like Haiti -- with original sin. And many of us 
go on to commit grievous sins of our own. These are called mortal sins. In the last dozen or so years 
unrepentant Haiti and President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, whom it keeps electing, has committed a 
number of these. This is why the so-called "international community" -- especially the United States 
and France -- are determined to keep Haiti in hell.  
 
In Haiti's 1992 presidential election the U.S.-financed candidate, Marc Bazin, was pre-ordained to win. 
At the last minute, however, a Catholic priest preaching liberation theology entered the race. Father 
Aristide won the election by a 67 percent landslide.  
 



Within eight months, a U.S.-sponsored coup toppled Aristide. The next time Aristide stood for election 
-- in 2000 -- he won by an even greater share of the vote. And this was an election internationally 
certified as fair. Aristide was, and continues to be, the choice of the vast majority of Haiti's people.  
 
But on February 29, 2004, Aristide was again overthrown. The U.S. military abducted Aristide at 
gunpoint, transporting him to the Central African Republic, one of the most isolated countries on the 
planet.  
 
Why does the U.S. government hate Aristide so?  
 
For five centuries, the imperial powers have seen Haiti only as a dark, placid pool of super-cheap 
labor. Upon first becoming president, however, Aristide sought to raise Haiti's miserable minimum 
wage. A major no-no.  
 
Aristide kept up his offensive behavior. In 1994 when he returned from exile and resumed his 
presidency, he abolished Haiti's brutish military.  
 
And, finally, consider this brazen deed. During his second term, Aristide sued France for 
reimbursement of the aforementioned indemnity. Aristide presented France with a bill -- corrected for 
inflation and with 5 percent interest compounded. The bill, still outstanding, totals $21 billion.  
 
For the time being, President Aristide lives in South Africa. Aristide's party, Lavalas, has once again 
been forced underground. Even so, it insists there can be no elections in Haiti without the return of its 
president and the democratic constitutional order he embodies.  
 
In the 1990s, Ed Kinane worked in Haiti with Peace Brigades International.  
 
 



Lauderdale seals deal with partner in Haiti 
BY YAMICHE ALCINDOR 
Miami Herald 
July 26, 2005 
 
Eddy Remy left Haiti for America at age 5 and never had a desire to return to his native country. 
 
Growing up in America, he learned of his country's hardships through the media. 
 
Remy, 40, of Sunrise, finally had no choice about going home. He had to grant the wish of his dying 
grandmother in New York, who wanted to be buried in her beloved Haiti. 
 
Now, Remy, a mortgage broker, never misses a chance to do something to help his birth country. 
 
Tonight, Remy, chairman of the Fort Lauderdale Cap Haitien Sister City Program, will present a 
concert at 8 p.m. at the Broward Center for the Performing Arts, featuring the world renowned 
Arpeggione Chamber Orchestra of Austria. 
 
CULTURAL EXCHANGE 
 
Proceeds from the concert will go toward projects to help those in Haiti -- including educational 
projects, a cultural exchange program and projects to buy farm tools for Haitian workers. 
 
In the past, Remy and his partner, Tony Marchelli, co-chairman of the Sister City program, have 
organized art exhibitions, leadership seminars, and other cultural evenings featuring dance and music 
to raise funds for Haiti. 
 
The organization focuses ''on people-to-people efforts to help make a better living,'' said Remy. 
 
Fort Lauderdale was paired with Cap Haitien to do just that. 
 
In 2001, Remy responded to an invitation from Fort Lauderdale Mayor Jim Naugle to a meeting 
linking Fort Lauderdale and Cap Haitien through the Sister Cities program. 
 
Volunteers from the Sister Cities program and a group of musicians from the Austrian orchestra will 
travel to Haiti on Aug. 11 to teach young Haitian students to play musical instruments and the history 
of musical pieces. 
 
The group will be there through Aug. 17. 
 
Remy hopes one day to bring American students to Haiti, but right now, ''we are currently working on 
helping Haitians come here,'' he said. 
 
He and others want to partner with Florida Atlantic University to create a four-year scholarship to 
bring Haitian students living in Haiti to the university to study. 
 



''Our goal is that these students will be able to go back to Haiti and contribute their time to making a 
difference,'' Remy said. 
 
The group also sponsors a summer program that brings Haitian students to Fort Lauderdale to live with 
an American family and study for two months. 
 
''[Participants] are getting to experience American culture and learning to speak English,'' said Remy, 
chief financial officer with Qwest Financial Consultants. 
 
The Sister Cities group also is working on reforestation in Haiti. 
 
ALTERNATIVE FUEL 
 
Another project is seeking alternative fuel options for Haiti, as well as creating a computer lab for 
those living in Cap Haitien. 
 
''What makes us unique is that we know we can't do it alone. We understand that the key is 
partnership,'' Remy said. 
 
Some of their partners include the Fort Lauderdale Rotary Club, the Broward Center for Performing 
Arts, and the Symphony of Americas. 
 
The organization is always looking for new members of all ages and sponsors, he said. 
  



RIGHTS-HAITI:  UN to Probe Deadly Raid 
Haider Rizvi  
Inter Press Service News Agency 
July 25, 2005 
 
UNITED NATIONS, Jul 25 (IPS) - Following protests by human rights groups in the United States, 
the United Nations mission in Haiti has decided to investigate the alleged killing of civilians by its 
troops there early this month.  
 
In a statement Monday, the U.N. Stabilisation Mission in Haiti, also known as MINUSTAH, admitted 
for the first time that civilians might have been injured or killed during the Jul. 6 raid on a working-
class neighbourhood in the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince.  
 
MINUSTAH is the sixth U.N. mission to hit Haiti in a decade, and comes on the heels of the country's 
second U.S.-led invasion and occupation in as many years.  
 
Until recently, the U.N. mission had consistently and categorically denied activists' claims that many 
innocent people had died as a result of indiscriminate firing by U.N. troops in Cite Soleil, a stronghold 
of the supporters of ousted president Jean Bertrand Aristide.  
 
”MINUSTAH forces did not target civilians in the operation on Jul. 6,” U.N. officials said in a 
statement, adding that ”the nature of such operation in densely populated urban areas is such that there 
is always a risk of civilian casualties.”  
 
The statement said the mission ”deeply regrets any injuries or loss of life during its security operation,” 
but gave no count of the dead or injured.  
 
Right activists say community leaders in Cite Soleil had counted at least 23 bodies, including those of 
women and children, as a result of firing by U.N. troops. More than 400 troops took part in the assault.  
 
U.N. mission officials said the security situation in parts of Port-au-Prince remained ”very tense,” 
adding that for the past few months different armed gangs had ”terrorised” the population and 
”disrupted” the economic activity of the city.  
 
MINUSTAH and the Haitian police have collaborated on many missions in the capital and in the 
countryside, carrying out raids, confronting gang violence and providing security for events.  
 
Justifying the Jul. 6 action, the U.N. mission said it had taken a ”robust posture to disrupt the activities 
of these armed gangs and bring the alleged criminals to justice,” because it was necessary to create ”a 
secure and stable environment within which the constitutional and political process can take place.”  
 
In April, a delegation of 10 Security Council members, headed by Brazilian Ambassador to the 
Security Council Ronaldo Mota Sardenberg, and members of the U.N.'s Economic and Social Council 
ECOSOC, visited Haiti to pledge support for a disarmament campaign, reform of the police force and 
justice system, economic and social development, and national elections slated for this fall.  
 



But U.S.-based activists, who have interviewed scores of local residents and medical aid workers in 
Port-au-Prince, see things differently. They say since Aristide's ouster from power, the people of poor 
neighbourhoods like Cite Soleil have faced extreme repression -- including extra-judicial killings -- at 
the hands of Haitian police.  
 
In response, some young people have set up their own armed networks, which are labeled by 
authorities as ”gangs.”  
 
While the U.N. mission in Haiti wants those youth to surrender their arms, it has failed to rein in the 
police units that have been terrorising people in the poor neighborhood, according to some Haiti 
watchers.  
 
Though welcoming the U.N. decision to probe the use of excessive force by its peacekeeping troops, 
activists said that was not sufficient.  
 
”That is not the way to conduct a professional police operation,” Seth Donnelly, an activist who 
closely watched the recent events in Haiti, told IPS. ”Rather this seems to be what the U.S. military did 
in Falluja, Iraq to find insurgents.”  
 
The widely-publicised siege of Fallujah in April 2004, called in response to the killings of four U.S. 
military contractors, included massive air and artillery strikes, and resulted in hundreds of Iraqi civilian 
deaths.  
 
Donnelly and others insist that the Geneva-based U.N. Human Rights Commission, not MINUSTAH, 
should be given the authority to conduct an inquiry.  
 
”We are hoping that Human Rights Commission will conduct its own investigation,” said Donnelly. 
”It's clear that higher authorities are involved here.”  
 
Earlier this month, Donnelly and his colleagues were sent to Port-au-Prince by the San Francisco 
Labour Council to attend a major labor conference there. They said they were still in Haiti when the 
U.N. troops raided Cite Soleil and that they had access to videotaped footage showing innocent people 
dying as a result of that operation.  
 
”The evidence of a massacre by U.N. military forces is substantial and compelling. It completely 
contradicts the official version,” they said.  
 
Critics of the U.N. mission's way of handling the pervasive violence in Haiti say the world body's 
mission there needs to strike a balance in the conflict between Haitian police and members of the local 
communities.  
 
”The U.N. mission apologised to the Haitian police for its delayed arrival on the scene of an incident 
where two police officers were killed on May 22, but it has never once apologised for any of the many 
documented instances where its troops killed civilians,” said Pierre Labossiere of the Haiti Action 
Committee, a U.S.-based group.  
 



Noting that under its most recent mandate, the U.N. has supervision of the Haitian police, he added: 
”Instead of stopping the killing of civilians, the U.N. is stepping up the slaughter. That must not be 
accepted by the international community.” (END/2005)  
 
  



Haiti peacekeepers move 'robustly' against crime 
By UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL  
Published July 25, 2005  
World Peace Herald 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti -- The U.N Stabilization Mission in Haiti says its peacekeeping force is 
moving robustly against activities of armed gangs in the capital, Port-au-Prince.  
      
    The mission, known by the acronym MINUSTAH, said in a statement Monday, with the security 
situation in parts of the capital tense the aim is to bring bandits to justice, while taking all possible 
measures to reduce the risk of civilian casualties.  
  
      
    It regretted any such casualties that may have occurred and pledged to investigate any serious 
allegations of the use of unnecessary force on its part.  
      
    MINUSTAH said there had been allegations civilians had been injured or killed during an operation 
earlier in the month in the Bois Neuf area of Cite Soleil aimed at apprehending a prominent gang 
leader, Emmanuel Wilmer, alias "Dread Wilme," who was believed to have been involved in murder, 
kidnapping, rape, arson, carjacking and extortion.  
      
    Also suspected of involvement in the April slaying of a Filipino soldier serving with MINUSTAH, 
he was believed killed in the operation. 



90 YEARS LATER 
Ghosts of the 1915 U.S. invasion still haunt Haiti's people 
pmproj@progressive.org 
BY EDWIDGE DANTICAT 
Miami Herald 
July 25, 2005 
 
On July 28, 1915, U.S. forces invaded Haiti, launching an occupation that would last 19 years. 
 
The U.S. invasion came in the wake of President Woodrow Wilson's professed commitment to make 
the world safe for democracy. However, as soon as the Marines landed in Haiti, Wilson's 
administration remapped the country into police departments, shut down the press, installed a lame-
duck government, rewrote the constitution to give foreigners land-owning rights, took charge of Haiti's 
banks and customs and instituted a system of compulsory labor for poor Haitians. 
 
Those who resisted the occupation -- among them a militant peasant-run group called Cacos -- were 
crushed. In 1919, U.S. Marines in blackface ambushed and killed the Cacos' fearless leader, 
Charlemagne Peralte, mutilated his corpse and displayed it in a public square for days. 
 
By the end of the occupation, more than 15,000 Haitians had lost their lives. A Haitian gendarmerie 
was trained to replace the U.S. Marines, then proceeded to form juntas, organize coups and terrorize 
Haitians for decades. 
 
Although U.S. troops were officially withdrawn from Haiti in 1934, the U.S. government maintained 
economic control of the country until 1947. 
 
Ninety years later, there are many, including some current foreign-policy experts, who maintain that 
Haiti, like recently occupied Iraq, should be declared a failed state. This could make way for another 
lengthy takeover. After all, some of the conditions that existed in Haiti in 1915 are still present today: 
rampant insecurity, political uncertainty, proximity to U.S. shores and concern for American interests, 
no small part of which is the fear of an exodus of boat people headed for Miami. 
 
However, while Haiti tantalized the West at the beginning of the 20th century with an entryway to the 
Panama Canal and mineral, fruit, coffee and sugar resources, it seems to have little left to currently 
exploit except the desperation of a people, whose most basic needs have often been neglected by its 
own leaders. 
 
Few Americans are aware that their country once occupied ours, and for such a long time. This is not 
surprising, for as one Haitian proverb suggests, while those who give the blows can easily forget, the 
ones who carry the scar have no choice but to remember. 
 
While it takes American leaders and their armed enforcers just a few hours, days, weeks, months to 
rewrite another sovereign nation's history, it takes more than 90 years to overcome devastations caused 
by such an operation, to replace the irreplaceable, the dead lost, the spirits quelled, to steer an entire 
generation out of the shadows of dependency, to meet fellow citizens across carefully constructed 
divides and become halfway whole again. 



 
The 1915-1934 U.S. occupation is not the only problem that Haiti has or has ever faced in the last nine 
decades. Yet it is one more hurdle that the country has had to overcome in a long and painful cycle of 
destruction and reconstruction, self-governance and subjugation. 
 
Ninety years is a long span of time in the life of a woman or a man, but it is a short phase in the life of 
a country. 
 
Iraq, take heed. 
 
Edwidge Danticat, a native of Haiti, is the author of several novels, including, most recently, 
Anacaona, Golden Flower. 



Canada's dubious role in Haiti 
Toronto Star 
By AARON MATé 
July 25, 2005 
 
Recently the Council of Sages, the Western-backed body that has overseen Haiti's political affairs 
since the February 2004 ouster of President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, made a startling recommendation. 
Blaming the exiled Aristide and his Lavalas party for continuing "to promote and tolerate violence," 
the council urged the interim regime that it appointed to "disqualify the Lavalas Family Party from the 
electoral process." 
 
The council needn't worry. International intervention, in which Canada has played a major role, has all 
but assured that it will be next to impossible for the country's largest political party to run freely in the 
scheduled fall elections. 
 
On July 6, international troops with MINUSTAH, the United Nations peacekeeping mission in Haiti, 
conducted a raid on the Port-au-Prince slum of Cité Soleil, a Lavalas stronghold. The U.N. claimed the 
operation was part of an ongoing effort to confront the gang violence that has been plaguing the 
country. 
 
But witnesses and observers cast the operation in a far harsher light. CARLI, a respected lawyer-
headed human rights group, said it had "credible information that U.N. troops, accompanied by Haitian 
police, killed an undetermined number of unarmed residents of Cité Soleil, including several babies 
and women."  
 
While the U.N. claimed it had killed only five "armed bandits," Reuters reported that its local TV crew 
"filmed seven other bodies of people killed during the operation, including those of two 1-year-old 
boys and a woman in her 60s."  
 
Ali Besnaci, head of the Médecins Sans Frontières mission, said his hospital had treated 27 residents 
for gunshot wounds.  
 
Although Canadians were not involved in the raid, Canada is still an integral member of the 
MINUSTAH force, contributing more than 100 police officers and overseeing its logistical planning.  
 
Canada is also helping to train the Haitian National Police, which has also been implicated in serious 
abuses. Earlier this year, the Miami Herald reported that "Haitian police opened fire on peaceful 
protesters (on Feb. 28), killing two, wounding others and scattering an estimated 2,000 people 
marching through the capital to mark the first anniversary of Aristide's ouster."  
 
It's not difficult to surmise why poor Haitians are targeted. In large numbers, they are calling for the 
return of the government they elected.  
 
One of Aristide's most popular decisions while in office was to disband the feared Haitian military, 
whose remnants later led the armed rebellion that ousted him. Today, a recent Reuter report stated, "the 



police high command is now dominated by ex-military," with "only one of the top 12 police 
commanders in the Port-au-Prince area" not from its ranks. 
 
Aristide-led governments were also marred with some credible allegations of corruption and human 
rights abuses. But the fact remains that no other political party "comes close to the support enjoyed by 
the Fanmi Lavalas," as Gallup found in a March 2002 poll, one of the last to widely survey Haitian 
public opinion. 
 
What is not clear is why popular sentiment is being suppressed with Canada's support. While none of 
Haiti's Caribbean neighbours has recognized the installed regime, the Liberal government has 
showered it with diplomatic ties, $180 million in aid, and lofty public apologia. At a June 17 press 
conference, Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew rejected a question about Haitian police abuses, 
declaring his belief that "the Haitian police is doing its very best in extremely difficult circumstances." 
 
Pettigrew continued that while he had not even heard of the police shootings reported in the 
mainstream press, he could confidently dismiss a critical human rights report put out by the University 
of Miami's Center for Human Rights as "propaganda which is absolutely not interesting."  
 
"What interests me," he concluded, "is the future of Haiti, it is the future of Haitians, it is the progress 
of democracy, and the progress of the rule of law." 
 
Some Haitians will certainly be heartened by Pettigrew's interest in their democratic future. Prominent 
bureaucrats and ex-military police chiefs come to mind. Residents of Cité Soleil, however, and the 
many other poor Haitians struggling for their basic democratic rights, will likely have a far different 
reaction. 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Aaron Maté is a Montreal-based journalist. He travelled to Haiti in December.  
  



In robust fight against Haiti’s gangs, UN peacekeepers seek to avoid civilian casualties 
 UN News Centre 
25 July 2005 
 
With the security situation in parts of Port-au-Prince, the Haitian capital, remaining very tense, the 
United Nations peacekeeping mission has taken a robust posture to disrupt the activities of armed 
gangs and bring them to justice, while taking all possible measures to reduce the risk of civilian 
casualties. 
 
In a press statement, the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) regretted any such casualties 
that may have occurred and pledged to investigate any serious allegations of the use of unnecessary 
force on its part.  
 
It noted that there had been allegations that the Mission injured or killed civilians during an operation 
on 6 July in the Bois Neuf area of Cité Soleil aimed at apprehending a prominent gang leader, 
Emmanuel Wilmer, alias “Dread Wilmé”, who is believed to have been involved in murder, 
kidnapping, rape, arson, carjacking, and extortion. 
 
He is also suspected of involvement in the murder on 14 April of a Filipino soldier serving with 
MINUSTAH. The Mission has reason to believe that he was killed together with four of his associates 
during the operation in which the UN suffered no casualties. 
 
“MINUSTAH forces take all possible measures to reduce the risk of civilian casualties in their 
operations,” the statement said. “MINUSTAH forces did not target civilians in the operation on 6 July, 
but the nature of such missions in densely populated urban areas is such that there is always a risk of 
civilian casualties. MINUSTAH deeply regrets any injuries or loss of life during its security 
operation.” 
 
It added that MINUSTAH had received unconfirmed information from the Haitian National Police and 
other sources that gangs were seen killing civilians following the operation and subsequently 
“attributed these atrocious acts to MINUSTAH.” 
 
“In any and all circumstances the United Nations condemns the killing of civilians in the strongest 
terms,” the statement declared. “MINUSTAH will investigate any serious allegation of the use of 
unnecessary force on its part, as well as of the killings allegedly perpetrated by gangs following its 
operation.” 
 
It noted that UN security operations followed two particularly egregious crimes that “have shocked the 
Haitian people recently” – the arson of the Tête Bœuf marketplace, which killed at least 11 people, and 
the kidnapping and subsequent killing of journalist Jacques Roche. 
 



 
 Election Forecast in Haiti Goes from Bad to Dreadful  
July 25 2005  
Press Release - Council On Hemispheric Affairs  
 
This analysis was prepared by COHA Director Larry Birns and COHA Research Fellow Sarah E. 
Schaffer.  
 
Additional research provided by COHA Research Associate Stephanie Luckam.  
 
• Latortue shows his cards as he tries to fix the deck.  
 
• Democracy takes a turn for the worst in Haiti, where acts of political persecution are both encouraged 
and committed.  
 
• Lavalas will make a tragic mistake if it adopts the strategy of sitting out the election—a move that 
would carry out Latortue’s dirty work.  
 
• On July 16, Washington’s Haiti servitors—the Council of Sages—recommended banning former 
President Aristide’s Lavalas Party from participating in upcoming national elections.  
 
• On July 22, Haitian police again arrested Lavalas leader and likely presidential candidate, Rev. 
Gerard Jean-Juste.  
 
• Haiti’s already staggering death toll continues to rise as Haitian police and UN forces carry out 
violent raids in poor neighborhoods, killing scores of innocent bystanders.  
 
• For the first time since the days of former Secretary of State Colin Powell, the U.S. State Department 
may finally be taking small steps to a higher ground by insisting on representative elections for Haiti.  
 
Just when it seemed like things couldn’t get any worse for Haiti, events further deteriorated on the 
beleaguered island last week. On July 16, Haiti’s Council of Sages formally recommended barring 
former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide’s Lavalas Party from participating in upcoming elections, 
accusing the group of “continu[ing] to promote and tolerate violence.” Then, on July 22, Lavalas 
leader and likely presidential candidate, Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste, was arrested on charges in connection 
with the death of prominent Haitian journalist Jacques Roche. It is important to note that a State 
Department official carefully articulated that his agency had seen no credible evidence establishing that 
pro-Aristide forces were responsible for Roche’s death. The priest’s arrest and the recommendation 
made by the seven-member advisory council, which was formed under the plenary direction of the 
U.S. following Aristide’s February 2004 ouster and was responsible for selecting interim Prime 
Minister Gerard Latortue, dealt fatal blows to any lingering hopes for delivering an open democracy in 
the near future to the long-struggling island. These events, along with stepped-up violence by Haitian 
police in complicity with the UN peacekeeping forces, have projected Latortue’s interim government 
as proving to be increasingly incapable of establishing the necessary stability, security and protection 
from political persecution on the island in order for free and fair elections to take place within a three 
month framework.  



 
Although the Council of Sages formally moved to exclude Lavalas from participating in the ballot, the 
party has yet to announce its intentions to partake in the elections. Now, with the arrest of Jean-Juste, 
Lavalas cooperation seems even farther from reality. The priest became Lavalas’ top presidential 
hopeful when Aristide announced in April 2005 that, in accordance with the Haitian constitution, he 
would not seek a third presidential mandate. According to the Associated Press, Jean-Juste, who has 
denied any involvement in Roche’s murder, is detained in a cell with more than twenty people and he 
has good reason to fear for his life. As before, the unscrupulous Latortue has failed to present a sliver 
of evidence implicating one of Haiti’s most popular figures in an unlawful act. The State Department 
says that it has been apprised of Jean-Juste’s arrest and its awaiting the presentation of credible 
evidence backing up the charges.  
 
Violence Continues under Latortue’s Inept Governance  
 
Under Latortue’s interim government, Haiti has been marred by persisting violence, brutality and 
kidnappings. Human rights groups estimate that more than 700 people, including 40 police, seven 
peacekeepers, a French diplomat and a prominent Haitian journalist, have been killed on the island 
since June 2004. While the Council of Sages castigates Lavalas for perpetrating the continuing 
bloodshed, they fail to address the charge that the party is often the target of oppression by the Haitian 
police and the UN peacekeepers, which together contribute to Haiti’s rising death toll.  
 
Lavalas members have long been subjected to police brutality. Shortly after Aristide’s abrupt departure 
from office, Lavalas supporters marched in Port-au-Prince demanding the return of their 
democratically-elected president. Police opened fire on the mainly unarmed crowd, killing eleven and 
wounding many more. Unfortunately, this type of tragedy has become commonplace in the politically 
torn country and UN peacekeepers have done little to improve the situation. Nevertheless, it would be 
playing into Latortue’s and Washington’s hands if Lavalas refuses, on grounds of personal security, to 
sit out the election even though it is by far, the most popular political grouping on the island.  
 
The month of July has been especially deadly for Haitian dissidents. On July 6, 350 heavily armed UN 
troops stormed the slum of Cite Soleil, a pro-Aristide neighborhood in Port-au-Prince, resulting in the 
deaths of approximately fifty Cite Soleil residents. Brazilian Lt. General Augusto Heleno Ribeiro, head 
of the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH), claimed that the attack was an attempt to curb 
violence in the neighborhood. Then, on July 13, MINUSTAH forces killed as many as eighty people, 
again in Cite Soleil, and on July 15, Hatian police left ten dead in the slum of Bel Air. Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters (D-CA), an active Haiti observer who has made numerous diplomatic visits to the 
island, has expressed her concern that “violence in Haiti has been escalating over the past year” and 
that “Members of the Lavalas political party are murdered routinely, kidnappings are commonplace 
and security is non-existent.”  
 
Brutally bloody missions, such as the July 6 and July 13 incidents, demonstrate how the UN, along 
with Latortue and the Haitian police have hugely failed the Haitian people in establishing anything 
resembling the necessary security and stability to hold elections. According to Waters, “The interim 
government of Haiti has been unable to disarm the gangs that roam the country, enforce the rule of 
law, or provide security to citizens and foreigners. The Haitian National Police contribute to the 
violence through summary executions and other forms of brutality.” The Congresswoman correctly 



concludes that “This is not an atmosphere that is conducive to the organization of free and fair 
elections.”  
 
Political Persecution Becomes Institutionalized  
 
At first glance, the Council of Sages’ recommendation appears to be just one more U.S.-backed ploy to 
prevent Aristide, or any of his Lavalas supporters, from regaining power in Haiti. But the U.S. 
Department of State’s position now seems interesting, if we are to believe it. State Department officials 
immediately denounced the Council’s advice, insisting that only the Provisional Electoral Council 
(CEP) has the authority to determine who is qualified to participate in the forthcoming elections, and 
that the CEP almost immediately opposed the unfortunately named “Sages.” In fact, Washington called 
the proposal completely inappropriate and asked that body to encourage the participation of all parties 
in the elections. However, U.S. officials have also stated that parties engaging in violent activities not 
be allowed to vote. If such a mandate is to be strictly followed in Haiti, where it is nearly impossible to 
differentiate among violence perpetrated by political parties, common gangs, the police or UN 
peacekeepers, then the process of registering voters would appear almost futile.  
 
In any event, prospects for free and fair elections appear very bleak for the struggling island. Haiti’s 
CEP has reported that only 600,000 of the 4.5 million eligible voters have registered, or roughly 13 
percent of the electorate. But State Department officials have remained confident that elections will 
take place within three months, as scheduled. Likewise, Latortue maintains optimism that voting will 
be carried out on time; although on July 23 he announced that the August 9 voter registration deadline 
will likely have to be postponed to meet his goal of at least 2.5 million people registered. The interim 
prime minister was not close to the mark when he noted that, “the only topic on which this government 
will be judged is its capacity to organize fair and representative elections.” Not only has he yet to 
exhibit a sincere commitment to staging authentic elections, but his antipathetic government is also 
sure to be judged on other grave grounds, including its total disregard for the country’s constitution, its 
ongoing contempt for high human rights standards and a lawful judiciary, its incompetent rule, a 
woeful failure in its administrative capacities, as witnessed in its inability to even elementally deal with 
Tropical Storm Jeanne in which several thousand Haitians died, as well as its indifference to due 
process.  
 
The question remains as to how consonant the Bush administration is regarding its Haiti policy. 
Clearly it would represent a massive diplomatic defeat if Lavalas would win the presidential election 
scheduled for November. The bedrock of U.S. policy has been to eliminate Aristide’s influence, not to 
pave the way for one of his disciples to be the next president. In fact, the hard truth for the 
administration is that Lavalas by far, is the country’s most popular party. Given that Lavalas maintains 
an overwhelming political plurality, there is no evidence that anything else but its victory could happen 
if free and fair elections take place as promised. The State Department has pledged to recognize any 
government that is legitimately elected, but it has also habitually added the disclaimer that the U.S. 
cannot acknowledge as official any group believed to be promoting violence. Just as the administration 
efficiently fine tunes its pronouncements on the standards against which U.S. presidential advisor Karl 
Rove will be judged as a means to exonerate him, there is good reason to believe that Washington is 
fully prepared to resort to any slight of hand required to prevent the return, in any form, of Aristide’s 
influence on the island.   
  



 
 



Aristide's party to run in Haiti elections 
AP 
Tuesday, July 26, 2005 
Jamaica Observer  
 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) - Prominent figures in the party of Haiti's ousted leader said yesterday 
that they will participate in fall elections, but other members insisted no such decision has been made - 
a sign of a possible rift in the country's largest political faction. 
 
Previously, officials with the Lavalas Family party said they would not field candidates unless ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide is allowed to return to Haiti from exile in South Africa and other 
leaders were released from prison. 
 
Their participation in the elections is considered key since Lavalas enjoys widespread support despite 
the bloody rebellion that led to Aristide's ouster in 2004. 
 
Former Lavalas senator Louis Gerald Gilles, regarded as a leader of the party's moderate wing in Haiti, 
said they were in talks with Aristide - still the head of the party - on a public statement calling for 
participation in the two rounds of elections. 
 
"We have the obligation to join the elections and to win them," Gilles said ata meeting of political 
parties organised by Haiti's interim government and the United Nations. 
"Our party leader is an intelligent man, we are convinced we will reach an agreement with him," Gilles 
said. 
 
Another senior high-profile Lavalas figure, former deputy Rudy Heriveaux, confirmed the decision. 
"It's 100 per cent sure," Heriveaux said. "We'll make the official announcement in the coming days." 
 
Both said a congress would be held in the coming days or weeks to nominate a presidential candidate 
for the party. 
But Jonas Petit, a party leader in exile, denied that Lavalas would take part in the October 9 local 
elections and the November 13 legislative and presidential race. 
 
"It's absolutely false," Petit said by phone from the United States. "It's contrary to the official position 
of our party." 
He accused the others in the party of bowing to pressure from the interim government. 
 
Aristide could not immediately be reached for comment. 
One possible presidential candidate, the Rev Gerard Jean-Juste, was jailed late last week in connection 
with the death of a well-known journalist though authorities have offered no proof and the Roman 
Catholic priest claims he was out of the country at the time of the killing. 
 
Only about 600,000 voters, or about 13 per cent of the electorate, have registered to vote - a figure that 
observers blame on the call for a boycott by Lavalas. 
 



Interim Prime Minister Gerard Latortue said Saturday that the August 9 deadline may have to be 
extended to September so more people could register to vote. 
 
Latortue also said he disagreed with an advisory board's recommendation that Lavalas be banned from 
participating in elections because of the party's alleged ties to armed gangs loyal to Aristide. 
 



 
Local activist caught in Haiti conflict 
He was roughed up by anti-Aristide mob  
Tuesday, July 26, 2005 
By Bruce Nolan 
Times Picayune, LA 
  
New Orleans human rights activist Bill Quigley and a Haitian priest allied with ousted Haitian 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide were roughed up by an angry mob in Port au Prince last week, and the 
priest was jailed.  
 
The Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste, a Catholic priest, is in jail and remains in danger, said Quigley, who 
returned to New Orleans on Sunday.  
  
"The whole country's a dangerous place, and he's certainly very vulnerable. No doubt about it," 
Quigley said. "He's at significant risk in jail. But then, he's in significant risk out of jail."  
 
Quigley, a social justice activist who ran for the state Supreme Court in 1998 and traveled to Iraq in 
2002 to see conditions there before the U.S. invasion, began visiting Haiti last year at the request of 
Pax Christi, a Catholic social justice group.  
 
"I've been back 10 times in the last 10 months," he said.  
 
Quigley is on leave from his teaching position at Loyola Law School.  
 
On Thursday, Jean-Juste was one of several priests officiating at the funeral of Jacques Roche, a 
Haitian journalist, when an angry mob formed outside shouting threats at Jean-Juste, Quigley said.  
 
In a narrative e-mail widely circulated among his friends and other activists, Quigley said an angry 
crowd disrupted the funeral. They surrounded Quigley and Jean-Juste, spitting and punching them and 
trying to strip Jean-Juste of his vestments while screaming that he should be killed, Quigley said.  
 
The two, in the company of a woman, retreated and barricaded themselves in a toilet stall until security 
forces arrived, Quigley said. However, they arrested Jean-Juste on suspicion that he had murdered 
Roche, an anti-Aristide journalist.  
 
Quigley and other activists describe Jean-Juste as a supporter of the Aristide government, which was 
toppled in a coup last year.  
 
U.S. officials, who pressured Aristide to leave office, hoped the regime change would bring some 
stability to the poorest nation in the Western Hemisphere. But kidnappings are rampant, criminal gangs 
control swaths of the countryside and the unemployment rate remains about 70 percent.  
 
Jean-Juste continues to call for the return of Aristide, which makes him an enemy of the current 
regime, Quigley said.  
 



"He's one of the most radical people I've ever met. He really believes the Beatitudes are not just 
thematic suggestions for us. These are real," he said. "He believes that if you have two coats and 
somebody doesn't have one, one of those coats isn't yours. He means it."  
 
Haitian security officials at first said they were holding Jean-Juste for investigation of charges that he 
murdered Roche. However, Jean-Juste was in Miami at the time of the journalist's death, Quigley said.  
 
Now charges against the priest have been changed to public denunciation and inciting violence, he 
said.  
 
Quigley said he expects to return to Haiti in a few weeks.  
 



Executive Blackmail: The Betrayal of Democracy in Haiti 
by Jack Random 
www.dissidentvoice.org 
July 25, 2005 
 
   “The establishment of a free Iraq at the heart of the Middle East will be a crushing defeat to the 
forces of tyranny and terror, and a watershed event in the global democratic revolution.” 
 
-- George W. Bush, April 12, 2005. 
 
The American civil war has been well chronicled for its blood and gore, for the honor and dignity of 
opposing Generals, for heroic deeds and heroic characters in the face of unimaginable hardship, and 
for christening the end of state sanctioned slavery on the North American continent. 
 
A direct and inevitable consequence of our founders’ failings, half a million Americans perished in that 
fabled conflict, yet the darkest chapters of history often have a silver lining. Aside from the end of 
slavery (and therefore, the beginning of a civilized nation), for five years there was a moratorium on 
the campaign to kill Indians in the west. The tribes of many nations (Apache, Comanche, Cheyenne, 
Lakota, Navaho, Paiute, Shoshone, Crow) gave thanks to the Great Spirit for the War of the Great 
White Fathers. 
 
As I contemplate the horrors of our current wars in Afghanistan, Iraq and elsewhere (London, Madrid, 
the Philippines, Egypt, Casa Blanca, Turkey, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia), a direct if not inevitable result 
of our failures in foreign policy (arming Al Qaeda, financing Islamic fundamentalist militants, 
supporting Middle East dictators such as the Shah of Iran and Saddam Hussein, and supporting Israel’s 
oppression of Palestine), it occurs to me that there has been a relative moratorium on America’s 
nefarious activities elsewhere in world -- specifically in Latin America. 
 
The analogy is not pure for, just as Native Americans would pay dearly for the militarization of the 
American nation, events in Haiti, Venezuela and throughout Latin America remind us that neglect is a 
two-edged sword. While America’s efforts are necessarily focused on Iraq, covert operations remain in 
place in Latin America and the operatives are acutely aware that their activities are unlikely to draw the 
attention of mass media. 
 
To a large extent, America’s interventions in Latin America may be perceived as an extension of the 
Indian wars for they invariably target indigenous peoples and their allies. 
 
* * * * 
 
In a city of desperate poverty -- without jobs, without electricity, without security, without drinkable 
water, without medical facilities, with little food and less hope -- several hundred well-armed soldiers 
in armored vehicles laid siege, blocking escape routes, and opened fire. Indiscriminate bullets found 
the bodies of men, women, children, infants and the elderly. 
 



This was not Fallujah. It was not Ramadi, Baghdad or some obscure community in the Anbar province 
of Iraq. It was Cite Soleil in Haiti where families frequently adorn the bodies of the dead with 
photographs of deposed President Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
 
In diplomatic and intellectual circles, there is a heated debate over whether Hezbollah is a terrorist 
organization. In Cite Soleil, that designation belongs to the United Nations for it was their soldiers, the 
Peace Keepers that carried out this horrendous deed. 
 
In the effort to stop the war in Iraq before it began, many of us applauded the efforts of France and the 
United Nations for speaking truth to power. In Haiti, in Cite Soleil and countless other communities, 
that former light is shrouded in darkness. 
 
Why is it so easy for the world to turn its back on Haiti, a slave nation that rose up against its masters, 
a shining example of the triumph of liberty and democracy? 
 
It was the United States of America that deposed the lawfully elected president of Haiti.  It was former 
president Bill Clinton who blackmailed him, promising American support if only President Aristide 
would betray his own people. It was America that sealed his fate, punishing the Haitian people by 
withholding hundreds of millions of dollars of desperately needed aid when Aristide refused to 
cooperate. It was America that contracted thugs, mercenaries and assassins to overthrow his 
government. 
 
It is Haiti that cries out above all others that America’s praise for a “global democratic revolution” is a 
lie. The opposition of France (a conspirator in this endeavor) to global imperialism is a lie. The United 
Nations as a voice for the oppressed and powerless is a lie. 
 
Haiti is not alone. President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela has withstood two American-sponsored coups. 
He has rightfully claimed leadership in the Bolivarian liberation movement. We remember Simon 
Bolivar for even in our own horribly biased history books, where genocide is masked as Manifest 
Destiny, Simon Bolivar is the father of Latin American democracy and Chavez is his devoted son. 
 
Argentina, Uruguay and Cuba (whom we pray will soon embrace democratic ideals) have embraced 
the cause of Hugo Chavez. Bolivia, Columbia, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil and Chile are leaning in his 
direction. All have recognized that America’s New World Order is a prescription for the enslavement 
of their people and the usurpation of their resources. They are struggling to find the courage to resist. 
 
Let them find their courage for there may never be a more opportune time. Let them find it in their 
hearts and minds. Slavery is not an option. Subjugation is not the natural order of the world.  America 
is powerful by she is not preeminent. She does not possess the power to bend an unwilling world to its 
knees. 
 
America’s power is waning because she has lost hold of her moral grounding. The greatest power on 
earth is, always has been, and always will be the universal values of humankind: Justice, equality, 
freedom and harmony. 
 



Hugo Chavez has shown the way. He has challenged the beast and survived. He has demonstrated that 
the power of the people united in a just cause cannot be denied. Join him and you will find the courage 
of conviction. Join him and you will unleash the undeniable force of history. Join him and you will 
prevail. 
 
Let it begin in Haiti. 
 
Let it begin with the restoration of the presidency of Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
 
Jack Random is the author of Ghost Dance Insurrection (Dry Bones Press) the Jazzman Chronicles, 
Volumes I and II (City Lights Books). The Chronicles have been published by CounterPunch, the 
Albion Monitor, Buzzle, Dissident Voice and others. Visit his website: www.jackrandom.com. 
 



ERD Remains Committed to Long-Term Programs in Haiti 
7/25/2005   
Episcopal News Service  
    
Supporting Haitian communities throughout ongoing unrest and storms… 
Episcopal Relief and Development continues development work and emergency assistance in 
communities in Haiti amidst growing unrest in the country.  
 
Kidnappings, robberies, and ongoing unrest led by armed groups in Port-au-Prince and other areas in 
Haiti have already killed hundreds of people. Police estimate that over 450 people have been 
kidnapped since March. Crimes are on the rise and gun battles are a regular occurrence. Violence is 
expected to increase as political instability continues in the months leading up to the presidential 
elections scheduled for December. 
 
Also, recent hurricanes have killed at least 46 people and damaged crops and homes in communities 
along the southern coast and southwestern peninsula of the country. But our work in Haiti continues. 
 
Our long-term programs in the areas of emergency mitigation and response, food security, and capacity 
building are helping lift Haitians out of poverty. We are supporting development training in 
reforestation and soil conservation. Our economic and social development office within the Diocese of 
Haiti is strengthening the church’s ability to manage its own programs of health, agriculture, and job 
training.  
 
Despite growing insecurity in Haiti, we remain committed to our long-term programs. “It is still a very 
serious situation here,” said the Rt. Rev. Jean Zache Duracin, Bishop of Haiti, “but the people of Haiti 
still have hope.”  
 
Rebuilding after disasters in 2004… 
ERD is helping Haitians recover after major disasters in 2004.  ERD’s rehabilitation program is 
rebuilding communities devastated in the aftermath of civil unrest and several storms last year. We 
responded with emergency relief immediately after floods along the border of Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic and in Gonaives killed thousands of people. We supplied food, medicine, and blankets to 
families affected by the disasters. Our partnership with Water Missions International is installing 
filtering systems and tanks to provide clean water for communities.  
 
Empowering young people in Les Cayes… 
In September, ERD and the Diocese of Haiti will open The Bishop Tharp Business and Technology 
Institute (BTI) in the southwestern city of Les Cayes. BTI is the first school of its kind in Haiti to train 
and prepare students to enter the private sector as mid-level employees in their local community. BTI’s 
new director is Emmanuel Corneille, an experienced educator and business professional.  
 
“BTI’s career-oriented programs will provide an integrated understanding of detailed knowledge and 
hands-on experience in specific business and computer technology fields,” said Corneille. 
 



Students will receive a post-secondary business education and training in basic business subjects. 
BTI’s two-year program will graduate 60 students, with 30 trained in business processes and 30 skilled 
in computer operations and maintenance.  
 
“The school intends to foster business growth in Les Cayes and provide opportunities for BTI 
graduates to be employed in the local economy,” said Corneille. 
 
BTI will provide new opportunities for Haitians to earn an income for themselves and support their 
families. 
 
How you can help… 
 
 
Pray:  Take time to remember people in Haiti. Your prayers and support can help them during this 
difficult time.  
Stay Engaged:  Continue to stay engaged on issues that affect Haiti. Visit our Haiti page at 
http://www.er-d.org/programs for more information.  
Give:  Make a contribution to ERD’s Haiti Relief Fund and provide ongoing support to families in 
need. Donate online at www.er-d.org/waystogive, or call (800) 334-7626, ext. 5129. Gifts can be 
mailed to: Episcopal Relief and Development, c/o Haiti Relief Fund, PO Box 12043, Newark, NJ 
07101.  
  



A man who twice ran for president of Haiti has pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor charge and 
avoided a felony trial on allegations that he bilked an elderly nursing home patient out of her life 
savings. 
Southern Christian University 
July 25, 2005 
 
Nicholas Estiverne, a former attorney, entered the plea yesterday to misdemeanor theft. Criminal 
District Judge Ben Willard put him on two years of probation. 
 
The amount of restitution to be paid to the estate of the now-deceased patient will be determined by a 
civil suit filed by the victim's niece. 
 
Estiverne had been charged with felony theft and faced up to 10 years in prison. 
 
Authorities say Estiverne met Angie Neil as she lay ravished by Alzheimer's disease. The meeting 
occurred shortly after a Medicaid eligibility investigation found Neil had money stashed in various 
accounts, unknown to her family. 
 
Estiverne, who also once ran for civil judge in Orleans Parish, gave up his law license in 2000 after a 
series of complaints that included an incident in which he threatened another lawyer with a handgun 
during a deposition. 
 



Priest Allied to Ex-Haiti President Jailed  
Saturday July 23, 2005 3:31 AM 
By ALFRED DE MONTESQUIOU  
Guardian Unlimited 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) - A priest allied to ousted President Jean-Bertrand Aristide has been 
arrested in connection with the killing of a prominent journalist, his lawyer said Friday.  
 
The Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste was questioned by the judge and sent to the Central Prison and told he 
would be charged in connection with the death of Jacques Roche, said Bill Quigley, the priest's 
American defense attorney.  
 
However, chief government prosecutor Audain Daniel said a decision had not yet been made on 
whether to charge Jean-Juste, an outspoken critic of Haiti's interim government.  
 
In an interview before he was questioned by the judge, Jean-Juste, a possible candidate for president in 
fall elections, was in a cell with more than 20 people and said he feared for his life.  
 
``My enemies are trying to eliminate me,'' he said in an interview with The Associated Press.  
 
The priest has emerged as a leader of Aristide's Lavalas Family party, which has been accused by the 
interim government of stoking violence to push for the return of the former president, who was ousted 
following a bloody rebellion in 2004.  
 
Jean-Juste denied any involvement in the death of Roche, whose body was found in the street five days 
after he was abducted in the capital in a slaying that the government blamed on armed supporters of 
Aristide.  
 
More than 700 people have been killed since in Haiti since September. Most of the violence in Haiti is 
blamed on well-armed street gangs loyal to Aristide. But Aristide supporters allege their members have 
been the victims of killings and other atrocities at the hands of Haiti's police.  
 



Resolution signed by 60 at symposium on Haiti 
The Associated Press - ATLANTA 
Access North Georgia 
 
A resolution calling for political leaders in Haiti _ some of whom have been sworn enemies _ to join 
together to end violence and work towards peace and democracy in the country was signed by about 60 
supporters Saturday. 
 
About 75 people attended a two-day symposium on the future of democracy and development in Haiti, 
and violence was among the key issues discussed at a series of workshops. The lesson at the end, many 
said, is that Haitians must overcome heir divisions. 
 
Killings and kidnappings have threatened to postpone upcoming elections in the country, but the 
resolution is a clear sign of bi-partisan desire to end the violence, Ambassador Raymond A. Joseph 
said. 
 
"There is at least some kind of dialogue taking place," he said. "For the first time, there is the idea that 
people who have different political positions are not your enemies." 
 
Bringing together opposing groups with the similar goal of helping Haiti for an open discussion 
yielding possible solutions was the aim of the conference, said Haitian Support Project spokeswoman 
Ka Flewellen. 
 
"Now is the moment to end business as usual and try to find a new way to move forward," Flewellen 
said, adding that there is an unprecendented level of violence in Haiti, especially against women. 
 
"More Haitians are hungry, without work, and without the capacity to sustain themselves. Violence 
and poverty are feeding on each other," she said. 
 
Henri Dorleans, the minister of justice for the interim government of Haiti, said everyone _ regardless 
of their political affiliations _ should now focus on securing the country and addressing "poor people 
who cannot wait." 
 
"Whatever we do, some people will stay anyway on the sidewalk, but let the people in the road move 
forward," Dorleans said. "Haiti is crying, as I did when I was a child who was hungry...We are today 
its attentive mother." 
 
The symposium was invitation-only, and the majority of the meeting was closed to the media, who 
were allowed to attend the opening and closing sessions. 



 
Through Haitian eyes, Newark is a verdant oasis of tranquility 
Monday, July 25, 2005 
The Star Ledger, NJ 
 
A young person from what is thought to be a lush but grindingly poor tropical nation comes to Newark 
-- and what does he see that amazes him?  
 
Trees.  
 
"When I came here, I didn't know what to expect, but I didn't expect to see so many trees," says Carl 
Edouard LaGuerre, 20, from Cap-Haitien, Haiti, a city of 500,000 on the country's north coast. "You 
see trees everywhere."  
 
This is not an idiosyncratic answer from one visitor. Others among the group of Haitian secondary 
school students spending part of their summer at St. Benedict's Prep marveled at the plenitude of what 
most of us working here would probably not notice -- trees.  
 
But that's the wonder of viewing the commonplace through unfamiliar eyes -- or the exotic through our 
own. It explains so much.  
 
The mountains and hills of Haiti once were covered in green, with some of the most beautiful and 
valuable trees in the Western Hemisphere. Now they are gone and the mountains are brown and bare.  
 
What wasn't sold off to be made into mahogany furniture for the finest homes in Europe and America 
was stripped for firewood by residents, carried down into Port-au-Prince and other cities so people 
could cook their food in a country where utilities -- gas, electric, water -- are only sometime, if ever, 
things.  
 
"They do not remember, they have never known, a Haiti with trees," explains Rev. Pierre Piquion, 
head of the College Notre Dame in Cap-Haitien, who accompanied the students. It is affiliated with St. 
Benedict's and, if civil war had not broken out last year in Haiti -- some of it centered in Cap-Haitien -- 
St. Benedict's students would have gone there and seen the country with their eyes.  
 
"Haitian young people are very concerned about environmental issues because of what has happened to 
their country," Rev. Piquion says.  
 
Another young Haitian, Peterson St. Cyr, 17, thought a moment about what most impressed him about 
Newark.  
 
There is peace here," says Peterson. "There is no reason to be afraid of anything."  
 
Newark is, mostly, a peaceful place, but the young man's remarks came at an odd time, and were noted 
by American adults in the room. The city was mourning, shocked by the shooting death of a Newark 
school police officer outside Weequahic High School, not all that far from St. Benedict's.  
 



But sudden, violent death -- especially in the past 18 months -- is no stranger to Haiti. Peterson, like 
the other young men, are well aware of the increasing bloodshed going on, especially in Port-au-
Prince, where the ouster of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide is still contested by his partisans, 
many of whom are armed.  
 
"You are to be congratulated with the peacefulness and respect with which people here treat each 
other," says Felix Michelet. He is a teacher at College Notre Dame and what amazed him was the 
reasonableness of drivers.  
 
"They do not drive fast and when they come to a crossing, there is a light, and, if it is red, people wait 
patiently until it turns green. That is beautiful."  
 
Driving in Haiti is a blood sport, especially because many, if not most, of the traffic lights have been 
out since Aristide's departure. Politeness is neither rewarded nor particularly useful getting anywhere.  
 
Learning is viewed differently in Haiti where 65 percent of the population is illiterate, according to 
Rev. Poiquin.  
 
"We have much more discipline," says Joe Jean, 17. And far more time devoted to class, studying and 
homework, adds his classmate Kesley-Jethro Fleurant, 16.  
 
"It is more formal there," says Kesley-Jethro.  
 
And, in Haiti, where unemployment is officially 60 percent -- but probably higher -- advanced 
education is an absolute essential for virtually any job.  
 
These students are not so poor as street children in Port-au-Prince, likely to be recruited into what have 
been called les chimere -- ghosts -- armed and political street gangs. But they also are not from the 
families of the elite who live in the mountains above the capital and send their children for higher 
education.  
 
"We must study very hard to gain more knowledge," says Alexandre Yvon Maxi, 19. "Otherwise, we 
will never be able to work and earn money."  
 



 
Haiti likely to extend voter-registration deadline because of low turnout 
Canadian Press  
Sunday, July 24, 2005 
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) - The deadline for voter registration in Haiti will likely have to be 
postponed to allow more people to sign up for the country's first elections since the ouster of President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, the interim prime minister said Saturday.  
 
Gerard Latortue said the Aug. 9 deadline may have to be extended to September, though he insisted 
October and November elections would still be held on time.  
 
"I am psychologically ready and so is the president, to postpone the voter-registration deadline," 
Latortue said in an interview.  
 
Just 600,000 - or 13 per cent - of Haiti's 4.5 million eligible voters have registered, partly due to 
bureaucratic delays.  
 
Latortue said he was optimistic at least one million people would register by the end of July, adding his 
goal is to see at least 2.5 million registered.  
 
"My experience in Haiti is that people always wait until the last moment to register," he said.  
 
He said the government would be able to start printing electoral cards after one million people register, 
which would give many Haitians an identification document for the first time.  
 
"I know that the only topic on which this government will be judged is its capacity to organize fair and 
representative elections," he said.  
 
Local elections are scheduled Oct. 9, while the vote for president and the legislature is set for Nov. 13.  
 
Local and international observers have warned Haitians could be too scared to vote amid political 
violence that has claimed hundreds of lives since the February 2004 revolt that toppled Aristide.  
 
Aristide supporters have also suggested many citizens are not interested in voting because his Lavalas 
Family party has so far not agreed to participate, an argument the interim government has dismissed.  
 
Latortue said he disagrees with an advisory board's recommendation that Lavalas be banned from 
participating in elections because of its alleged ties to armed gangs loyal to Aristide.  
 
"The government will not exclude anybody from the electoral process," Latortue said.  
 
His comments came a day after Rev. Gerard Jean-Juste, who has emerged as a possible Lavalas 
presidential contender, was sent to prison and told he could be charged in connection with the slaying 
of a prominent Haitian journalist.  
 



Jean-Juste has denied any involvement in the murder, calling his arrest political persecution.  
 
Authorities said they detained Jean-Juste for questioning because of a "public clamour" for his arrest 
by angry demonstrators at the journalist's funeral Thursday.  
 
Latortue declined comment on the investigation but called Jean-Juste's appearance at the funeral "a 
provocation."  
 
He said the government has "a huge file" against the priest, who has been accused of harbouring 
gunmen and is under investigation for possessing illegal arms acquired while Aristide was in power.  
 
Haiti likely to extend voter-registration deadline because of low turnout 
 
Dozens of other Aristide supporters have been jailed, some for months without charge. The most 
prominent, former prime minister Yvon Neptune, spent almost a year in jail before he was charged in 
May with the killing of Aristide opponents during the 2004 rebellion.  
 
Although Latortue insisted the interim government stayed out of judicial investigations, he suggested 
Neptune and other Aristide supporters could be freed pending trial.  
 
"The government would certainly have nothing against that," he said.  
 
He dismissed Lavalas claims the interim government is holding political prisoners, insisting former 
Aristide officials should be tried for actions committed under a government he described as dictatorial.  
 
"It's as if a small group of Nazis came out to complain about the Nuremberg trials," Latortue said, 
referring to trial of Nazi leaders after the Second World War.  
 
Aristide supporters accuse Latortue's administration of similar persecution, saying police beat, execute 
and arbitrarily detain opponents.  
 
Latortue acknowledged police "sometimes act with brute force" but insisted his government opposes 
abuses and had ordered police to respect human rights.  
  
  
 



Canada subverts Haiti  
Canada backs a brutal US regime in Haiti to make up for countering them on Iraq  
by Ron Carten  
The Republic (Vancouver, CA) 
July 21 -August 11, 2005 
 
The reports on Haiti that are trickling out to the public indicate that Haitians are being killed in large 
numbers, often at the hands of their own police, the HNP (Haitian National Police). A force of 100 
RCMP officers is currently in charge of training those police.  
 
When Haiti Action Montreal member Yves Engler splashed red paint on Pierre Pettigrew’s hands at a 
press conference on Haiti in June in Montreal, it dramatized the question of Canada’s involvement in 
those killings. Naomi Klein’s subsequent interview of Jean Bertrand Aristide in South Africa days 
later, asking the exiled Haitian president if Canadians had blood on their hands, brings more attention 
to Canadian involvement in Haiti.  
 
We have been involved in Haiti for some time, be it in the field of development, elections, or industry. 
The 125,000 Haitians living in Canada and many other Canadians familiar with Haiti’s struggles over 
the years have been shocked and angered by an alleged coup in February 2004 that destroyed that 
country’s nascent democracy. Aristide himself has said he was forced out. The CARICOM countries 
have demanded an enquiry into his departure. Colin Powell denied the US forced Aristide out.  
 
The Director of the Caribbean and Central America Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Christian Lapointe, stated from Ottawa that “Rumours to the fact that Canada assisted President 
Aristide to leave the country are totally unfounded. No help of any kind was provided by the Canadian 
Embassy or the Canadian Forces.”  
 
Laura Flynn, a former aid to Aristide, confirmed at a meeting in April in East Vancouver that US 
special forces went to Aristide’s home on February 29, 2004, put him on a plane and deposited him in 
the Central African Republic. She went on to say that demonstrations calling for Aristide’s return are 
occurring on an almost daily basis in Port-au-Prince.  
 
What little coverage the media has been providing on this ongoing crisis confirms the recurring bloody 
events attending the rule of the interim regime of Gerard Latortue.  
 
I reached Yves Engler in Montreal on the weekend. Engler studied Haitian history at Concordia 
University and visited Haiti in December 2004, staying with American journalist Kevin Pina. He 
visited Bel-Air and the Petionville Women’s Prison where, among others, he spoke with Annette 
Auguste, a folk singer known in Haiti as So-Anne, jailed for her support of Aristide’s Fanmi Lavalas 
party.  
 
Engler told the story of Jeremy, a Haitian youth staying with Pina who had been involved in a 
children’s radio station set up by Lavalas. Jeremy’s aunt was killed by the HNP when they went to her 
home searching for him. Another man, Paul Loulou Chery, secretary of the Confederation of Haitian 
Workers (CTH), told Engler of how the HNP who were searching for him told his wife at his home 
that if he didn’t show up at the police station the next day she would find his body in the street.  



 
Engler is critical of CIDA and other Canadian development agencies working to support civil society 
in Haiti. Engler referred to a “campaign of CIDA working to create . . . opposition to the elected 
government.” Relating a conversation he had with Francois L’Ecuyer of Alternatives, a Canadian 
international solidarity organization, Engler said L’Ecuyer told him that all 15 Haitian groups 
Alternatives was working with were anti-Lavalas. Alternatives, which gets 50% of its funding from 
CIDA, is one of the most left-leaning aid groups in Canada, according to Engler. The implication is 
that most of the Canadian development aid in the area of supporting civil society in Haiti is going to, 
and has been going to, groups that opposed the Aristide government.  
 
Why has Canada been supporting opponents of the democratically elected Lavalas party in Haiti? “The 
simple reason,” says Engler, “is friendship with the US.” Other commentators have pointed to the 
Canadian and French governments’ need to support the US position in Haiti after having opposed the 
US position in Iraq. France has the additional motive of opposing a government that claimed $21 
billion in restitution from France for compensation Haiti was required to pay France after Haitian 
independence.  
 
Haiti has a 200-year history of independence. But that history has been marred by US intervention, 
military rule, and more recently the dictatorships of the Duvaliers. The election of Lavalas in 1991 and 
its continuing electoral success, the disbanding of an oppressive military, and significant development 
achievements under Aristide’s leadership offered hope for the Haitian people’s aspirations.  
 
Cynically, Engler pointed out that the first visit of a Canadian Prime Minister to Haiti was that of Paul 
Martin and it took place after the Aristide government fell.  
 
Canada is currently part of MINUSTAH, the UN peace-keeping force in Haiti. Presidential and 
parliamentary elections in Haiti are scheduled to take place in the fall. Lavalas has said it plans to 
boycott the elections.  
 
Engler, along with journalist Anthony Fenton, have written a book on the Haitian crisis called Canada 
and Haiti: Waging War on the Poor Majority. The book, published by Fernwood Books, will be 
available in early September.  
 



 
HAITI, IDB SIGN $162.1 MILLION  
July 23 2005  
Press Release - Inter-American Development Bank  
 
PORT-AU-PRINCE – Haiti and the Inter-American Development Bank signed the contracts for six 
soft loans totaling $162.1 million to finance rural roads, urban rehabilitation, flood early warning, 
agriculture and economic governance.  
 
Haitian Economy and Finance Minister Henri Bazin and IDB President Enrique V. Iglesias signed the 
documents in a ceremony held yesterday at the National Palace. Mr. Iglesias, here for a two-day visit, 
earlier met Haiti President Boniface Alexandre and Primer Minister Gérard Latortue.  
 
“The signing of these six contracts represents a further step in realizing the IDB’s pledge at the donors’ 
conference in Washington in July 2004,” Mr. Iglesias said. “These projects are a demonstration of the 
IDB’s commitment to support not only urgent social and economic development needs but also Haiti’s 
efforts to strengthen core institutions. The projects will help create the basis for long term economic 
progress and social justice for the people of Haiti.”  
 
Roads and highways  
 
Transportation is a crucial sector for Haiti’s economic recovery. A $50 million loan will finance the 
rehabilitation and improvement of around 170 kilometers of highways and bridges on Haiti’s primary 
network and some 300 kilometers of secondary and tertiary roads.  
 
Urban Rehabilitation  
 
Another $50 million loan will finance an urban rehabilitation program to help improve living standards 
and access to government services in Haiti’s nine departmental capitals and in the Port-au-Prince 
commune of Carrefour.  
 
The program will build administrative and service civic centers in all the participating urban areas to 
house different government offices under a single roof. In Carrefour it will also improve access to 
water and social services, trash collection and public markets, as well as ease traffic congestion and 
create public parks.  
 
Four public markets will be built to replace some of Carrefour’s retail facilities. Five public water 
sources fed by artesian wells will be installed at strategic points in or near the public markets. Trash 
collection will be reorganized and reinforced with extra trucks.  
 
A new complex in central Carrefour will house the offices of a dozen government agencies and public 
enterprises that are currently in leased buildings widely separated throughout the area. Three cultural 
and recreational centers will be built and equipped near the public markets. Five public parks will be 
opened on vacant land on the seaside and other smaller lots to create green areas and sports playing 
fields.  
 



The program will finance the construction of a shelter for girls and teenagers, targeting those doing 
unpaid housework, street children and sexually exploited minors.  
 
The program will also finance the construction and equipment of administrative and service centers in 
Cap Haïtien (North), Cayes (South), Fort-de-Liberté (Northeast), Gonaïves (Artibonite), Hinche 
(Central Plateau), Jacmel (Southeast), Jérémie (La Grand’ Anse), Miragoâne (Nippes) and Port-de-
Paix (Northwest).  
 
Agriculture in Ennery-Quinte  
 
A $27.1 million loan will finance a project to help some 10,000 rural families intensify and diversify 
their farming practices in ways that increase their incomes, conserve soil and water resources and 
reduce the risks of floods in the Ennery-Quinte watershed.  
 
The project will be carried out in the foothills north of the city of Gonaïves, where devastating floods 
killed thousands of people in September 2004 following Hurricane Jeanne.  
 
The project, which will be carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Rural 
Development (MARNDR), will finance the transfer of agricultural technologies and watershed 
protection approaches proven to work in Haiti. It will also rehabilitate small-scale irrigation systems 
and strengthen producer and water-user organizations.  
 
The Ennery-Quinte project will complement an agricultural intensification program in a contiguous 
valley in the Artibonite region. The program, known by the French acronym PIA, is backed by a 
$41.9-million IDB loan.  
 
Flood Early Warning System  
 
Every hurricane season Haiti is exposed to catastrophic flooding. Earlier this month 40 people were 
reported dead or missing after Hurricane Dennis. A $5 million loan will finance a national program 
that will establish a flood early warning system with automated alarms in communities in high-risk 
areas.  
 
The MARNDR and the Civil Protection Directorate (DPC) of the Ministry of Interior and Local 
Government will carry out the program. Both agencies will receive technical assistance to strengthen 
their capacity to run the early warning system efficiently. The program will also cover maintenance 
costs of the system during its first decade of operation.  
 
The IDB loan will help finance an observation network that will provide accurate and timely data on 
potential flooding in 13 priority watersheds. A basic communications system, including radio 
transmissions and sirens, will alert local residents about emergencies and give them more time to seek 
higher ground.  
 
The program will also provide technical assistance to local authorities and civil protection committees 
to improve their levels of readiness and response to floods. A national awareness and education 



campaign will be carried out to disseminate information on risks related to natural disasters and 
prepare the population to react to flood alerts.  
 
Economic Governance and Transparency  
 
A $25 million fast-disbursing loan and a $5 million investment loan will support Haiti’s efforts to carry 
out reforms to strengthen economic governance and improve efficiency, effectiveness and 
transparency.  
 
These new operations will build on the activities financed with loans and technical assistance for more 
than $27 million provided by the IDB to Haiti since 2002 to help modernize its public finances.  
 
The IDB resources will assist Haiti in rebuilding an institutional framework for procurement by 
national agencies and implementing an electronic bulletin board to make information on public sector 
purchases and contracts more widely available.  
 
The IDB will also support the implementation of the Organic Budget Law and the improvement of an 
automated accounting and financial management system that will provide more adequate controls of 
spending as well as timely information on execution.  
 
In order to increase public sector revenues, the programs will also help strengthen Haiti’s tax bureau 
and customs administration by providing resources to improve their legal frameworks, train officials 
and agents, and modernize their information technology systems.  
 
IDB Support for Haiti  
 
With these new loans, the IDB portfolio, the largest in execution in Haiti, totals $532 million. The 
ongoing operations are financing projects in basic infrastructure, water and sanitation, primary 
education, basic health, job training, community development and small-scale productive projects. 
Many projects are designed to be labor-intensive in order to generate more jobs during their execution.  
 
The IDB, which has remained in Port-au-Prince through all of Haiti’s crises, is committed to meeting 
the country’s needs with flexibility. To that end it has streamlined its procedures and strengthened its 
country office.  
 
Other projects totaling $86 million are in preparation, including programs in sectors such as 
transportation, environmental management and water distribution.  
 
IDB loans to Haiti are for 40-year terms, with 10-year grace periods. The annual interest rate is 1 
percent during the first decade and 2 percent thereafter. The IDB also provides grants and technical 
assistance to assist Haiti in strengthening its public sector and its capacity to carry out projects.   
  



  
CIDA: Minister Carroll Announces Canadian Initiatives during Visit to Haiti  
CCN Matthews 
July 23, 2005 
   
PORT-AU-PRINCE, HAITI - The Honourable Aileen Carroll, Minister of International Cooperation, 
today announced a series of measures funded by the Canadian International Development Agency 
(CIDA) to support Haiti's efforts toward sustainable development. 
 
Minister Carroll is currently in Haiti, where she is meeting with Haitian officials and visiting CIDA 
projects, particularly those in the micro-credit and energy sectors. 
 
"I am here today to reinforce Canada's strong and valued relationship with the Haitian 
Government,"Minister Carroll said. "Today's announcement is part of Canada's $180-million 
commitment to respond to the needs and priorities of the people of Haiti." 
 
The funds announced today will be provided as follows: 
 
         - $15 million over ten years to support more than 60 Haitian  savings and credit cooperatives, in 
cooperation with           Developpement International Desjardins. This will help           establish a 
judicial and regulatory framework and ensure           good management practices; 
         - $10 million over seven years to contribute to the           rehabilitation of the Artibonite River 
Watershed along           the border between Haiti and the Dominican Republic, the           first phase 
being the development of a binational           watershed management plan, directed by Oxfam-Quebec 
and           CRC Sogema; 
         - more than $6 million over five years for the second phase           of an Oxfam-Quebec initiative 
to provide training to           design, promote and implement agroforestry production           models, 
with an emphasis on gender equality; 
         - $5 million over four years for the Haitian Development and           Employment Fund 
(FODEM), an initiative to support           activities toward the rehabilitation and construction of           
basic and economic infrastructures to generate employment,           and; 
         - over $3.6 million over five years to support local           governance including efforts to sustain 
and regenerate the           north-east region's fragile ecosystem, through a United           Nations 
Development Programme initiative partially funded           by the United Nations Capital Development 
Fund. 



Haitian priest held in case of slain journalist 
Friday, July 22, 2005 
Associated Press 
The Globe and Mail 
  
 Port-au-Prince — A Roman Catholic priest who has emerged as a leader of ousted Haitian president 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide's party was arrested over the killing of a prominent journalist Thursday hours 
after demonstrators at the man's funeral called for his arrest, his lawyer said. 
 
Rev. Gérard Jean-Juste, who was mobbed and punched by angry demonstrators at the funeral for 
Jacques Roche before he was taken away by police, was questioned for several hours before his arrest, 
said lawyer Bill Quigley. 
 
But the head of Haiti's judicial police, Michael Lucius, said Father Jean-Juste had only been questioned 
and detained, and it would be up to prosecutors to decide whether the priest should face criminal 
charges. 
 
Mr. Lucius said police questioned Father Jean-Juste not just about the Roche killing but about 
allegations he illegally possessed weapons acquired while Mr. Aristide was still president -- and he 
could be charged in either case Friday. 
 
"I think that with the material we will provide against him, he will be indicted tomorrow," Mr. Lucius 
said. 
 
Earlier, he said authorities questioned Father Jean-Juste in the slaying of Mr. Roche because the 
accusations of protesters at the funeral amounted to a "public clamour" that justified an investigation 
under Haitian law. 
 
Father Jean-Juste, who has not ruled out a run for the presidency and has been detained by Haitian 
authorities in the past, earlier denied any involvement in the slaying of Mr. Roche, whose death five 
days after he was abducted in Port-au-Prince has come to symbolize for many the extreme violence 
that dominates life in the capital. 
 
"I'm a priest, I get beaten in a church and now it's me they want to arrest," Father Jean-Juste said by 
phone from the police station before his arrest. 
 
His lawyer said Father Jean-Juste was not in Haiti when Mr. Roche was killed and he is a distant 
cousin of the journalist. 
 
"This is a blame the victim thing," said Mr. Quigley, a law professor at Loyola University in New 
Orleans. 
 
"He goes in a church and he is attacked. His attackers go free and he's charged with murder." 
 
Mr. Roche headed the cultural section of Le Matin newspaper and moderated a talk-show on a local 
TV station. His body was found handcuffed and showed signs of torture, including burn marks. 



 
Interim Haitian officials have accused supporters of Mr. Aristide of involvement in Mr. Roche's 
killing, though they have not offered proof. They also claim armed gangs that back the former 
president's party, Lavalas, are behind many of the kidnappings and other violence in the country, the 
poorest in the Western Hemisphere. 
 
Speaking during the funeral for Mr. Roche, interim culture minister Magalie Comeau-Denis called 
Father Jean-Juste "a symbol of the reign of violence in Haiti." 
 
"He wanted to attend the funeral of a person that was killed by his own partisans," Ms. Comeau-Denis 
said in a speech that was cut short after protesters stormed the church and shouted her down. 
 
Mr. Aristide was ousted in a February, 2004, armed revolt. More than 700 people have been killed in 
the capital since September when loyalists of the former president stepped up protests to demand his 
return from exile in South Africa. 
 
Supporters of the ousted president have denied responsibility for the violence and accuse Haitian 
police of committing summary executions and other atrocities against Aristide loyalists. 
 
 



Tense funeral for Haiti reporter   
BBC News 
July 21, 2005  
 
Roche's funeral led to an outpouring of grief  
Mourners in Haiti have attended the funeral of a prominent journalist killed by kidnappers.  
Jacques Roche was found shot dead last week, five days after his capture in the capital, Port-au-Prince.  
 
Scuffles broke out during the ceremony, and some 1,000 protesters later marched through the city to 
demand tougher action against rising insecurity.  
 
Haiti has recently been hit by a string of abductions as UN peacekeepers struggle to keep law and order 
there.  
 
Police say more than 450 people have been kidnapped since March.  
 
Correspondents say the unrest is increasing concern about whether elections will be able to go ahead as 
planned later this year.  
 
'Against violence'  
 
In an emotional service, mourners filed past Roche's open casket at a church in an affluent suburb of 
the capital, the Associated Press news agency reported.  
 
"The death of this journalist must awaken our national consciousness against violence, and all the evils 
our society is going through," Roman Catholic Bishop Andre Dumas said during his Mass.  
 
After the funeral, protesters waving flags flooded a main avenue and marched toward the capital's 
centre.  
 
Roche's handcuffed and mutilated body was found in a slum district of Port-au-Prince.  
 
He had been tortured and shot several times.  
 
Most abductions in Haiti are carried out for money, with the victim usually being released after a 
ransom is paid.  
 
Scuffles broke out at the ceremony after mourners spotted Gerard Jean-Juste, a priest close to former 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide ousted last year.  
 
The priest was punched by the crowd, following claims by some officials that Aristide supporters were 
involved in Roche's murder.  
 
Mr Jean-Juste was escorted to a nearby police station for protection.  
 
  



 
Haiti official blames loyalists for murder  
July 22 2005 at 10:17AM   
By Joseph Guyler Delva 
Independent Online, SA 
 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti - A government minister speaking at the funeral on Thursday of a Haitian 
journalist kidnapped and killed this month blamed the slaying on supporters of ousted President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide. 
 
Police jailed a prominent Aristide supporter, the Reverent Gerard Jean-Juste, later in the day for 
possible involvement in the killing of the journalist, Jacques Roche, who was head of the culture 
section of the Haitian daily newspaper Le Matin. 
 
Roche was abducted on July 10. His mutilated body was found last Thursday on a street in Port-au-
Prince. 
 
'We are not afraid'  
During a speech at the end of the funeral in a suburb of the capital, Haitian Culture Minister Magalie 
Comeau Denis said armed gangs loyal to Aristide killed Roche to back demands the former president 
return to Haiti. 
 
Aristide was forced to flee the country on February 29, 2004, in the face of an armed revolt and US 
and French pressure to resign. His administration was replaced by a US-backed interim government. 
 
"They killed Jacques and abandoned his body on the streets for all of us to see, in order to frighten us," 
Denis said from the church's pulpit. "We are not afraid. We will never be afraid." 
 
Denis accused Aristide's Lavalas Family party of trying to disrupt the electoral process. The interim 
government plans to hold national elections in a few months' time. 
 
At the church, a group of Aristide opponents attacked Jean-Juste, a Roman Catholic priest and leading 
figure in Aristide's Lavalas Family party, as he arrived to pay tribute to the slain journalist. 
 
Fresh elections are expected to be held soon  
Jean-Juste was led to safety by Haitian police and UN peacekeeping troops but was held at a police 
station and questioned for the rest of the day. On Thursday evening, he was locked in a cell on 
suspicion of involvement in Roche's murder, said Mario Joseph, Jean-Juste's lawyer. 
 
Last October, Jean-Juste was hauled away from his church while he was feeding street children and 
was jailed for nearly seven weeks. His imprisonment rallied to his side human rights groups, including 
Amnesty International, which called on the Haitian government to improve its human rights record. 
 
Joseph called the latest allegations "ridiculous" and said Jean-Juste was out of the country at the time 
of the killing. 
 



A spokesperson for Aristide's party, James Derozin, rejected any attempt to link Lavalas to the killing. 
 
"If anyone committing violence and other criminal activities claims he is a member of Lavalas Family, 
we say it is not true," Derozin said. "Those who believe in violence are our opponents, because they 
used violence to overthrow President Aristide, a democratically elected leader."  
  



Haiti kidnap horror  
Slain after nixing ransom 
BY LESLIE CASIMIR 
DAILY NEWS STAFF WRITER  
 New York Daily News 
  
André Saint-Louis with his sons and their wives   
  
With a wave of kidnappings threatening to destabilize his strife-torn Haiti, André Saint-Louis did not 
want his family, including three stateside sons, to meet the demands of thugs. 
The defiant 75-year-old was gunned down this month in Port-au-Prince, fulfilling a vow he made to his 
wife not to be taken for ransom.  
 
"My father had already said to my mother that if anyone tried to kidnap him, he would fight back, that 
he didn't want us to pay a ransom," said his son Valerio Saint-Louis, 37, a video editor and community 
television producer who lives in Baldwin, L.I. "He said he would never surrender, even if that meant 
his death. I'm proud of him." 
 
André Saint-Louis' body arrived yesterday at Kennedy Airport, 10 days after he was slain. He was shot 
in the back after he managed to knock away one would-be captor's gun, according to family members. 
 
Although witnesses rushed to tell Saint-Louis' wife what happened, the thugs nonetheless used the 
dead man's ID and cell phone to contact her, asking for $200,000 ransom. When she asked to speak 
with him, they hung up, according to their son. 
 
In recent months, members of New York's Haitian community have been gripped by a wave of 
kidnappings that have left them scrambling to pay large sums of money for the release of their loved 
ones. Several people have had to deplete their savings and borrow money to wire to the violence-
racked country, which is now preparing for national and local elections in the fall. 
 
In addition to Saint-Louis, who operated a mantra yoga center in Port-au-Prince, last week a popular 
journalist was kidnapped and then later found dead - bound to achair, burned, beaten and shot. Jacques 
Roche's captors originally wanted $250,000, but then agreed on $10,000. His family didn't get a chance 
to even deliver the money. 
 
Vanilo Saint-Louis, 32, a graphic designer, called his father courageous for not giving into the 
lucrative kidnapping business that is operating virtually unchecked by the Haitian police and the 7,000-
plus United Nations peacekeeping force. 
 
"My father is setting a new example because if everybody from the beginning denied these kidnappers 
the money, this nonsense - this madness - would have folded a long time ago," said Vanilo Saint-
Louis. "The kidnappings are getting worse everyday, right under the nose of the United Nations." 
 
André Saint-Louis' family is too frightened to step foot in Haiti to arrange the funeral there, so his 
service will be held Saturday at J. Foster Phillips Funeral home inSt. Albans, Queens. His body will be 
cremated. 



 
"People are scared," said Jocelyne Mayas, one of Gov. Pataki's immigrant community liaisons, who 
helped the family make the flight arrangements for the body. "People are sad and feeling really 
helpless." 
 
Although Patricia Rhinvil does not know the Saint-Louises, the Flatbush, Brooklyn, resident already 
said she plans to attend thefuneral on Saturday because she has been affected, as well. Two weeks ago, 
her sister Nahomie Petit-Homme, 20, was kidnapped on a bus.  
 
"This is an issue that needs to be addressed," said Rhinvil, 25, an account manager with a Manhattan 
marketing firm. "A massacre is happening in Port-au-Prince, and this is a major cry for us to help."  
 
Originally published on July 21, 2005  
  
 
 
   
  
 
 
 


