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Haiti to use debt relief payment for security 
By Mica Rosenberg  
Reuters 
March 19, 2007 
 
GUATEMALA CITY, March 19 (Reuters) - Gang-ravaged Haiti plans to spend a debt relief windfall 
on security improvements, despite pressure to use it to reduce poverty, the country's government said 
on Monday.  
 
Haitian Finance Minister Daniel Dorsainvil told Reuters the presence of gangs that rape and kidnap 
citizens and battle United Nations peacekeepers meant the country needed to modernize its police 
force, build prisons and train judges.  
 
"One of the key priorities of this year's budget will be security and strengthening the justice system," 
Dorsainvil said in an interview at the Inter-American Development Bank's annual meeting in 
Guatemala.  
 
The Washington-based lender has agreed to write off about $525 million of the country's debt by 2009, 
citing Haiti's position as the poorest country in the Americas.  
 
Haiti, which is part of a broader global debt relief program being managed by the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund, will receive interim debt relief of $20 million over the next two years.  
 
Lobbying groups, many gathered in Guatemala, are pressuring the Haitian government to make sure 
the relief helps the poorest people in the country who do not have access to clean water, medicines and 
proper food.  
 
Dorsainvil defended the security plans, saying the government would need to fund police training from 
its annual budget whether it had the debt relief or not.  
 
"The debt relief is budget support," he said.  
 
The government of President Rene Preval, elected just over a year ago amid widespread hopes that he 
could bridge the divide between the poor and a wealthy elite -- and also end crime -- has made ending 
violence a primary goal.  
 
Dorsainvil said Haiti plans to double the size of its police force to 14,000 to tackle the gangs that have 
moved from the cities to rural areas, terrifying small towns and villages.  
 
Doctors and aid workers estimate that more than 800 women were raped between February 2006 and 
February 2007 in Haiti's capital.  
 
 
 



Amnesty International: Dominican Republic violates international law with abuse of Haitians 
The Associated Press 
March 21, 2007 
International Herald Tribune 
 
SANTO DOMINGO, Dominican Republic: A major human rights group on Wednesday accused the 
Dominican Republic of systematically mistreating Haitian migrants who cross the border fleeing 
violence and seeking economic opportunity. 
 
In a 58-page report, Amnesty International said immigration raids and government-sanctioned 
discrimination against Haitian migrants, many of whom are illegal, violated both United Nations 
conventions and international court rulings. 
 
The Dominican foreign ministry declined comment, saying government officials were still reviewing 
the London-based group's findings. 
 
Haitians in the neighboring Dominican Republic face discrimination, violence from private citizens 
and authorities and deportation without trial, according to the group's report, which was written by two 
investigators who visited the capital of Santo Domingo, border towns and migrant settlements last 
year. 
 
An estimated 500,000 to 1 million ethnic Haitians live in the Dominican Republic, many in isolated 
slums. The two nations share the island of Hispaniola, and tense relations over the 362-kilometer (225-
mile) border have often erupted in violence. 
 
Today on IHT.com 
 Gore warns of 'planetary emergency' House panel orders subpoenas for Bush aides Italy says 
Afghanistan freed 5 Taliban for reporter's releaseThough the migration issues stretch back generations 
and have been the subject of court cases and diplomatic efforts, the rights group hopes its findings will 
spur action by the Dominican government, other countries and bodies like the Organization of 
American States. 
 
Gerardo Ducos, Amnesty International researcher on Haiti, the Dominican Republic and Cuba, said 
Haitian migrants help their eastern neighbor's economy by doing jobs Dominicans shun, such as the 
backbreaking labor of cutting sugarcane. 
 
"The government and Dominican society fail to recognize the contribution of the Haitian labor force to 
the economy of the country," Ducos said at a news conference. 
 
Haiti has been plagued by poverty, violence and political instability and Haitian migrants see the 
Dominican Republic, with a population of 9.2 million, as a comparative land of opportunity — even 
though many are exploited as cheap labor in agriculture and construction. 
 
Amnesty investigators called for careful legal deportation procedures to replace mass repatriations of 
Haitians, which they say round up as many as 30,000 people each year in raids so swift and 
indiscriminate they sometimes ensnare darker-skinned Dominican nationals. 



 
The report alleges some of the worst abuses occurred during a 2005 operation, when immigration 
police rounded up 2,000 people following the killing of a shopkeeper, allegedly by two Haitian 
migrants. 
 
Migrants reported being packed into trucks and vans, separated from their families and robbed of 
money, cell phones and other items before being driven hours without food or water to the border. 
President Leonel Fernandez condemned the police actions at the time. 
 
The Amnesty report also urged the Dominican government to comply with a 2005 ruling by the Inter-
American Court of Human Rights to grant citizenship to the Dominican-born children of Haitian 
migrants who are often classified as "foreigners in transit." 
 
Fernandez recently said he has no intention of changing the policy. 
 



Impoverished Dominican-Haiti border gets poorer, study says 
The Dominican Today 
March 21, 2007  
  
SANTO DOMINGO. - The Dominican-Haitian border region undergoes a de-capitalization process 
that keeps the zone’s industrialists from accessing credit, to the point that in the last 15 years of the 
funds attracted by the banks in the area just 30 to 50% was re-invested and the rest was taken to other 
cities.  
 
The finding is from two National Border Council studies presented on Tuesday to legislators, 
governors and authorities of the zone, titled "Diagnoses of the Border Region in the Dominican 
Republic and the Policies of Sanitary control in Humans, Animals and Vegetables in the Border 
Crossings," which presents the situation in that part  of the country.  
 
The National Border Council feels that a continuous governmental presence is of extreme urgency. 
 
"The accruing of resources was of about 1,473 billion pesos in the 2004, however only 29 % was 
invested in the region,” said the entity’s president Radhamés Batiste. 
 
The studies also found the absence of sanitary controls at the border, to keep diseased animals, plants 
and people from entering the country from Haiti.  
 
For Pedernales Province (southwest) senator Diori Cesar it’s inconceivable that for years the 
authorities have ignored that region’s tourism potential. 
  



DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: 
Deport Thy (Darker-Skinned) Neighbour 
Diógenes Pina 
Inter Press Service News Agency 
March 21, 2007 
 
SANTO DOMINGO, Mar 21 (IPS) - Discrimination against Haitians living in the Dominican 
Republic, whether or not they have their papers in order, is a persistent problem in this country. Most 
Haitians live on the fringes of Dominican society. 
 
This country is a long way away from overcoming the problem of segregation of Haitians and their 
children, in spite of Haitians being the only people to share the island of Hispaniola with Dominicans, 
different observers acknowledge.  
 
"Here, people are discriminated against because they're darker-skinned," Jesuit priest Regino Martínez, 
who ministers in the border town of Dajabón, 300 kilometres northwest of Santo Domingo and 250 
kilometres from Port-au-Prince, the capital of Haiti, told IPS. "People are deported, mistreated and 
abused simply because they're Haitian or especially dark-skinned," said Martínez, who is head of the 
non-governmental Border Solidarity project, founded in 1997 by the Jesuits with the aim of promoting 
and strengthening interrelationships between community organisations on the northwest border of the 
country.  
 
Martínez said that "they round up and deport (Haitians) even when their papers are in order." The main 
factor determining repatriation, he asserted, is "how dark their skin is," as Haitians tend to be darker 
than Dominicans.  
 
The Dominican Republic itself has a high proportion of Afro-descendants. Eleven percent of 
Dominicans are black, and 73 percent are mulattoes, the offspring of Spaniards and Africans.  
 
The depth of the problem was made plain when Dominican President Leonel Fernández said on Mar. 
10 that his administration would not abide by an Inter-American Court of Human Rights ruling with 
regard to Dominican children Dilcia Yean and Violeta Bosico, whose parents are of Haitian descent.  
 
The girls, aged 10 and 12, were refused birth certificates in the Dominican Republic, where they were 
born and still live. They were stateless persons until September 2001, and one of them, Violeta Bosico, 
was prevented from attending school for one year because of this, according to the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights, which referred the case to the Court.  
 
The Court ruled in October 2005 that the Dominican state had violated the girls' rights to nationality 
and equality, enshrined in its national laws and established in Articles 20 and 24 of the American 
Convention on Human Rights.  
 
The ruling ordered that their birth certificates be issued, and that the state publicly acknowledge its 
responsibility and apologise to the victims Dilcia Yean and Violeta Bosico and their parents within six 
months, in the presence of public authorities, the victims and their next of kin.  
 



The purpose of the public act, which should be disseminated by the media, is to provide "a measure of 
satisfaction and (to) serve as a guarantee of non-repetition," the Court added. It also ordered the state to 
pay 22,000 dollars in reparations and expenses to the victims and their representatives.  
 
Foreign Minister Carlos Morales said last year that the state accepted the judgment and would act 
accordingly.  
 
After a few months had passed, and everything indicated that the authorities would comply with the 
Inter-American Court resolution, the unexpected statement by President Fernández, made in Puerto 
Rico, where hundreds of thousands of Dominicans live, fell like a bucket of cold water on those hopes 
and expectations.  
 
The Jesuit Service for Refugees and Migrants (SJRM) said that Fernández's statement was 
"deplorable".  
 
However, the on-line news site Clave Digital, citing a government source who requested anonymity, 
reported Monday that the Dominican authorities have already paid the compensation. Wednesday is 
the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, proclaimed by the United Nations 
in 1966. The date was chosen because on Mar. 21, 1960, South African police killed 69 people when 
they fired on a peaceful demonstration against apartheid, the white segregationist regime abolished in 
1994.  
 
But racism and segregation still persist in many places around the world. "They are present here, in the 
Dominican Republic, and the government ought to implement mechanisms and policies that are in line 
with international laws," the coordinator of Mesa para las Migraciones, Eddy Tejada, whose 
organisation is part of the Regional Network of Civil Organisations on Migration, told IPS.  
 
"Until we understand that Haitians are our neighbours, there will be conflicts between us," he said. The 
two countries share an island with an area of 77,914 square kilometres, of which over 48,000 square 
kilometres are Dominican territory. The border with Haiti is 380 kilometres long.  
 
According to unofficial figures, there are over 800,000 Haitians living in the Dominican Republic, 
which has a population of 8.5 million. The population of Haiti is 8.3 million.  
 
A survey of representatives of educational institutions, published in 2005, found that 86 percent of 
interviewees thought that Dominican society is racist, which is expressed by insults, verbal abuse, 
humiliation and injustice in its treatment of especially dark-skinned people.  
 
In this country, "racism and prejudice towards other groups of human beings is exacerbated in the case 
of Haitian nationals, not only because of historical issues but also for geographical, social and 
economic reasons," says the report on "Racial Attitudes in the Dominican Republic", produced by the 
Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO) at the request of SJRM.  
 
Haiti is the poorest country in the Americas, and has been afflicted with political instability and 
internal violence for decades. Since President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was overthrown in February 
2004, a United Nations multinational peacekeeping force remains deployed there.  



 
In Tejada's opinion, the Dominican state even foments discrimination through its laws. The law on 
migration approved by the senate in August 2004 "was designed to be anti-Haitian, because its 
intention is to chase away Haitian immigrants," he said.  
 
Article 49 of the law stipulates that the government's National Migration Council, created by the same 
law, shall decide on quotas of temporary workers allowed to enter Dominican territory, after 
consultations with the business community, farmers and trade unions.  
 
Tejada pointed to the discriminatory nature of the paragraph that states that foreign temporary workers 
"may not work in free zones or tourism businesses, except in border areas," and then only if prior 
agreements are in force.  
 
Mass deportations of Haitians by the Dominican authorities are on the increase. In 2003, 14,700 people 
were sent back to Haiti; in 2004, 15,464; and in 2005, 20,811, according to a report on "Haitian 
Migration and Human Rights," by the Support Group for Refugees and Repatriated Persons (GARR).  
 
"Repatriations affect all ages and both sexes, without any respect for the number of years that the 
person has been living in the Dominican Republic. Most of those deported are men," the report says.  



Haiti: UN expands humanitarian activities in former hotbed of armed criminal gangs 
UN News Centre 
March 21, 2007 
 
From security and justice to water and electricity to health and education, United Nations agencies are 
teaming up with the Haitian authorities to bring sorely needed services to the Cité Soleil 
neighbourhood in Port-au-Prince, the capital, one of the violence-ridden country’s most dangerous 
areas until a recent UN-backed crackdown on armed gangsters.  
 
“Recent security operations in Cité Soleil have allowed a more serene climate to take hold after a very 
difficult period for the inhabitants of this slum,” the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) said in its latest update on the impoverished Caribbean country, which the UN has 
been helping to stabilize after an insurgency forced President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to go into exile in 
2003.  
 
“This new panorama, beyond facilitating the realization of humanitarian activities and development 
already underway, has also allowed the reinforcement of cooperation between the United Nations 
system and the Haitian Government in their joint efforts to improve the living conditions of the 
population in Cité.”  
 
After sending in hundreds of UN peacekeepers together with Haitian police in several sweeps over the 
past two months in a crackdown that netted scores of suspected gangsters and several arms caches, the 
UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH) took immediate humanitarian steps to improve the lot 
of Cité Soleil’s inhabitants, including restoring schools, health care posts and the water supply.  
 
Now UN agencies, including the World Food Programme (WFP), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 
World Health Organization (WHO) and the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), as well as MINUSTAH, 
are planning further initiatives over the coming days together with other international partners.  
 
The Haitian Government has set up four sub-groups for this international operation in Cité Soleil: 
security and justice; infrastructure, water, sanitation and electricity; health; and education/leisure and 
psychosocial services.  
 
“In this way the UN system in Haiti will continue to engage in the different sectors identified by the 
Government for the necessary support of vulnerable people and in backing the efforts of the national 
authorities to achieve Haiti’s social stabilization and economic development,” OCHA said.  



Haiti: UN restores provincial library to give children alternative to delinquency 
UN News Centre 
20 March 2007  
 
A provincial library in north-eastern Haiti has been resurrected thanks to funding by the United 
Nations peacekeeping mission, just one of the many so-called Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) that it is 
carrying out to improve community life in the impoverished Caribbean country.  
 
“The goal of this project is to encourage young people of the town to undertake cultural projects in this 
space, joining the useful with the pleasant,” Principal Deputy Special Representative Luiz Carlos da 
Costa said at the recent inauguration of the library in Fort-Liberté, the main town in the north-east.  
 
The library, which once had only seven books, now has more than 1,000 thanks to $3,500 donated by 
the UN Stabilization Mission in Haiti (MINUSTAH).  
 
“To open the doors to a library is to close the doors to juvenile delinquency,” library director Mesmin 
Cape said at the ceremony in the town, which has some 20,000 primary and secondary schoolchildren. 
“We had tried several ways, but it is MINUSTAH which has responded. Thank you!”  
 
QIPs are widely viewed as being among the most effective tools used by UN missions around the 
world to help local communities at ground level and at low cost, from repairing leaking roofs in 
schools in Georgia to opening a vocational centre in Liberia to refurbishing sanitation facilities in 
Burundi.  
 
Mr. da Costa stressed that re-commissioning the library would build lasting links between the local 
authorities, MINUSTAH and the people. Renovation of the roof, painting and building a toilet were 
carried out by MINUSTAH’s Uruguayan contingent. The books are mainly in Creole and French, but 
there are also some in English and Spanish.  
 
MINUSTAH, set up in 2004 to help re-establish peace in the impoverished Caribbean country after an 
insurgency forced President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to go into exile, has recently been concentrating on 
ridding some of the violence-ridden country’s most dangerous areas, such as the Cité Soleil 
neighbourhood of Port-au-Prince, the capital, of armed criminal gangs.  
 
But at the same time it has not forgotten its humanitarian and social programmes in Cité Soleil in 
connection with the clean-up of the gangs, restoring schools, organizing children’s sports, and 
providing meals, water, first aid and school supplies. 



Haiti remittances top US$1.6b 
Wednesday | March 21, 2007  
The Jamaica Gleaner News 
 
Haitians living abroad propped up the economy of their impoverished Caribbean homeland by sending 
more than $1.65 billion in cash to relatives last year, according to a report from the Inter-American 
Development Bank. 
 
That sum represented twice Haiti's national budget and 30 per cent of its gross domestic product, said 
Jean Geneus, Haiti's minister in charge of Haitians living abroad. 
 
"Remittances are the most important economic factor in Haiti today," said Donald Terry, the manager 
of the IDB's Multilateral Investment Fund. 
 
The study was presented on Tuesday to a group of political and economic decision-makers in Haiti's 
capital, Port-au-Prince. 
 
Terry said an estimated US$400 million in food and other gifts were also sent home by Haitians living 
abroad, bringing the total remittances to more than US$2 billion. 
 
Haiti, a former French colony trying to establish democracy after decades of violence, dictatorship and 
military rule, is the poorest country in the Americas. Most of its eight million people scrape by on less 
than US$2 a day. 
 
No absentee ballots 
 
Haitians living abroad complain Haiti welcomes their money but not their participation in politics. 
Haitians abroad could not vote in the last election because there were no absentee ballots and those 
with dual citizenship cannot vote or run for office because the constitution considers them foreigners. 
 
The study, conducted by Bendixen & Associates for the IDB, found 31 per cent of adults living in 
Haiti, or 1.1 million people, receive remittances regularly. 
 
"Eighty-one per cent of Haitians living in the United States and Canada send money home on a regular 
basis," said Sergio Bendixen, who directed the survey. "No other national group anywhere in the world 
sends money home in higher proportion." 
 
The report said 70 per cent of emigrants from the neighbouring Dominican Republic, which shares the 
island of Hispaniola with Haiti, and 60 per cent of Mexicans send money to their families back home. 
 
The study found that about 1.5 million Haitian-born adults are living and working abroad and that 80 
per cent of them send money to relatives on a regular basis, with an average of US$150 at a time. 



IDB approves diverse portfolio to improve competitiveness in Latin America & Caribbean  
 Caribbean Press Releases 
22% increase in disbursements in 2006 
March 20, 2007 
 
Washington ---- The Inter-American Development Bank delivered a solid and innovative lending 
program in 2006, approving a higher number of loans and guarantees than the previous year, totaling 
127 projects for nearly $6.4 billion.  
 
According to the IDB’s latest Annual Report, disbursements in 2006 amounted to nearly $6.5 billion, a 
22 percent increase over the previous year. For the 13th year in a row the IDB was the main source of 
multilateral lending to Latin America and the Caribbean.  
 
Poverty-targeted operations totaled close to $2.3 billion (35.4 percent of the volume of lending), but 
many other projects are contributing indirectly to poverty reduction. 
 
The Inter-American Investment Corporation, a member of the IDB group that specializes in loans and 
investments for small and medium-sized business, approved a record 46 loans for $338 million.  
 
The Bank also approved $104 million in grants for technical cooperation projects in 2006, compared 
with $89 million in 2005. 
 
IDB approvals included 76 loans public-sector investment projects totaling close to $3.6 billion, 17 
policy-based loans for close to $1.8 billion and 20 operations without sovereign guarantees for $916 
million. The latter category of loans and credit guarantees was made possible thanks to new policies 
approved at the 2005 Annual Meeting that raised the cap for such operations and expanded them to 
more sectors. 
 
At the IDB-administered Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF) project approvals were $125 million, 
primarily in grants, an 11 percent increase relative to the previous year. 
 
IDB President Luis Alberto Moreno described the results as satisfactory, considering that 2006 was a 
year of political change in many countries in the region and transition within the Bank. Although 
poverty rates have declined in Latin America and the Caribbean to below 40 percent for the first time 
since 1980, poverty and inequality remain major concerns. 
 
Moreno praised the continued application of sound macroeconomic policies in the region that have 
resulted in stability and the second consecutive year of significant economic growth and poverty 
reduction.  
 
Notable among the poverty reduction programs during 2006 were a $28 million loan to Honduras and a 
$30 million loan to Nicaragua. In addition, seven loans totaling $370 million were approved for 
investments in water and sanitation in Ecuador, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and Uruguay. 
 
New initiatives 
 



The IDB expanded private sector financing, lifting restrictions on large-scale, direct lending to the 
private sector that previously limited loans to only those for infrastructure, capital markets and trade 
finance.   
 
The Bank also extended lending without sovereign guarantees to subnational entities, such as 
provinces and municipalities, so that they can have more opportunities to promote economic 
development, assisted by the IDB, through partnerships with the private sector. 
 
The Board of Governors approved a framework for debt relief for Haiti and expanded debt relief for 
Bolivia, Guyana, Honduras and Nicaragua, which have already received debt reductions under the 
Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative and the expanded HIPC initiative. 
 
The IDB launched its Opportunities for the Majority initiative, designed to bring the benefits of growth 
to that 70 percent of the population with annual earnings of less than $3,000. The initiative focuses on 
strategic areas such as financial democracy and access to basic infrastructure services and housing. 
 
Two other initiatives are fundamental to the goal of improving economic and social conditions for the 
region: the $20 million Infrastructure Investment Fund (InfraFund) to identify and develop major 
infrastructure projects and the $10 million Disaster Prevention Fund to assist countries in identifying 
the risks associated with natural disasters, which directly affect some four million people in the region 
each year. 
 
The IDB launched its Sustainable Energy and Climate Change Initiative to promote alternative energy 
sources and clean fuels.  
 
The Board of Executive Directors approved a realignment of the Bank’s organization, designed to 
increase the organization’s responsiveness and strategic and technical capacity.  
 
The IDB approved its Environment and Safeguards Compliance Policy and Operational Policy to 
protect the rights of indigenous peoples. 
 
In the area of reform of the state, the Bank approved 25 projects for a total of $1.5 billion to finance 
fiscal and government reform, decentralization, administration of justice, modernization of legislatures 
and financial sector reform, among other projects. It approved 52 projects totaling $3.2 billion to 
enhance competitiveness, supporting operations such as a program with a cluster approach to assist 
rural indigenous communities in Guatemala in developing business services, financing and technical 
support. 
 
The IDB’s direct lending and guarantees to the private sector without government guarantees rose to 
$920 million in 2006 compared with $683 million in 2005. These operations, managed by the Private 
Sector Department, included 10 guarantee operations under the umbrella of the $400 million IDB trade 
facilitation program, which increases the availability of short-to-medium term funding for exporters 
and importers. 
 
Four loans approved during the year included integration-related components: programs for 
competitiveness in Colombia and Guyana, fiscal reform in Bolivia (customs and tax harmonization 



components), and public financial management in Honduras (customs component).  In addition, 39 
grants for regional integration projects were approved totaling $16 million to support countries in their 
integration processes at the subregional, hemispheric and international levels, with special emphasis on 
trade.  
 
Recognizing that recent elections in Latin America and the Caribbean have given voice to the poor and 
the excluded, Moreno stressed that it is the job of the IDB Group, in partnership with its member 
countries, to help bring the majority into the economic and social mainstream, in a lasting way. “I 
believe that we have laid a good foundation and made a good beginning,” the IDB president said. “The 
challenge now is to convert plans into actions and to deliver the benefits we are all so understandably 
eager and impatient to provide.” 
 
Source: iadb.org 



Haiti's hidden 'child slaves'   
By Nick Caistor  
Port-au-Prince, Haiti   
 
 
March 20, 2007 
 
Haiti was the first country in the Americas to abolish slavery, when it won its independence in 1804 
after a struggle led by Toussaint Louverture. But thousands live a life of near-slave labour because of 
poverty and social breakdown.  
 
  
Most Haitians live on less than 50 US cents (£0.25) a day  
Jeanette is walking up a hill in Petionville, a district in the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince. She is 
carrying a huge blue drum full of water on her head. Jeanette is only six, but has to walk 4km (2.4 
miles) every day to get the water from the public standpipe.  
 
Jeanette was born in the countryside outside the small town of Hinche in the north of the country. Her 
parents are among the poorest of the poor in this country where more than half the population of 9m 
lives on less than 50 US cents (£0.25) a day.  
 
Her father one day told her she was going to stay with (French: rester avec) distant relatives in the 
Haitian capital. Ever since, Jeanette has become one of the estimated 250,000 children used as near-
slave labour in Haiti.  
 
"They are treated as less than cats and dogs," says Soeur Marthe, a Belgian nun was has been working 
with the restavecs for several years now.  
 
"Their families have nothing to offer them, so they almost give them away."  
 
  We are deceiving ourselves if we say this is some kind of national tradition. This is child slavery pure 
and simple  
 
Margarett Lubin, IOM  
Most of the children are employed as domestic servants, and often one of their main tasks is to get 
water for the households in the city.  
 
Less than a quarter of Port-au-Prince dwellings have running water on the property: everyone else has 
to fetch it from public stand-pipes and fountains, often kilometres away.  
 
So Jeanette is dispatched each morning and evening to secure this precious cargo. She also looks after 
the other children in the family, cleans the house, and does all the laundry.  
 
No documents  
 



What she does not do is go to school, have time to play with friends, or dare to hope that she will find 
proper employment one day.  
  
A monument marks Haiti's historical rejection of slavery  
 
Some local human rights groups are fighting to improve their situation. Prospery Raymond works with 
the Maurice Sixto centres which have opened in Port-au-Prince to try to give the restavecs some 
schooling, proper food, and a sense that they too have rights.  
 
"The big problem for them is that they have no official existence," says Raymond.  
 
"They often don't have a birth certificate, or any proof of who they are, and this makes them even more 
vulnerable to exploitation.  
 
"We try to establish their identity, to get them into schools so that they can pass exams and get out of 
the dreadful situation they find themselves in."  
 
This situation is often even worse when the restavecs reach the age of 15.  
 
This is when by law they must be paid to work; and it is then that the families either throw them out on 
the street or force them to continue as unpaid domestics.  
 
'Slavery pure and simple'  
 
Until recently, the Haitian government did not acknowledge the scale of the restavec problem. Some 
officials still argue that this is the traditional way for poor rural families to help their children get on.  
 
But as Margarett Lubin, who works with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in Port-
au-Prince, says:  
 
"We are deceiving ourselves if we say this is some kind of national tradition. This is child slavery pure 
and simple."  
 
Ms Lubin says that, according to Unicef, the numbers involved have doubled in recent years, as 
poverty and political instability in the countryside have become even worse.  
 
She also points to an increasing traffic in children across the border that Haiti shares with the 
Dominican Republic in the east of the island.  
 
"Because economic conditions are better there, some Haitian parents think they are helping their 
children get on if they are handed over to agents who ferry them across the border," she says.  
 
"But those kids have no rights at all in the Dominican Republic, and they are often abused."  
 
Although care for the restavecs in the cities is important, Ms Lubin thinks the only solution is to go to 
the root of the problem, out in the Haitian countryside:  



 
"We need to show the poorest families that they have a duty to look after their children - and we need 
to build schools in the countryside, so that they have something to stay for."  



No charges, but Quebecer languishes in Haitian jail 
Eight months of quiet, behind-the-scenes lobbying have failed to free a 20-year-old accused of 
kidnapping. His family is pressuring Ottawa to act. 
JAN RAVENSBERGEN 
Montreal Gazette 
Monday, March 19, 2007 
 
Maxim Charbonneau has been trapped behind prison walls in Haiti - without being charged with a 
criminal offence and without an opportunity to defend himself in a court of law - since July 17. 
 
Eight months of quiet, behind-the-scenes efforts by his family and Canadian diplomatic officials to 
free the 20-year-old have borne no visible fruit. 
 
A former St. Hyacinthe resident, Charbonneau was detained in connection with the alleged kidnapping 
of a young woman who had been one of his schoolmates at Quisqueya Christian School in Port-au-
Prince in high school. 
 
His family and the Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada, their church group, now are asking the Canadian 
government to crank up the pressure to have the case dealt with and Charbonneau freed. 
 
As leverage, they want Ottawa to use its financial clout over the troubled Caribbean nation - Canada's 
five-year, $520-million foreign-aid and humanitarian commitment to Haiti announced last July. 
 
Charbonneau's parents, Michel and Louise Charbonneau, have been Pentecostal missionaries in Haiti 
since 1996, running an outreach program that serves 1,500 meals to children in Port-au-Prince every 
week. 
 
The Canadian embassy "has been working very hard" to move the Charbonneau case forward, Foreign 
Affairs spokesperson Andre Lemay said Friday from Ottawa. 
 
"We have raised it repeatedly at the highest levels ... The message has been conveyed and conveyed on 
multiple occasions." 
 
Those efforts include face-to-face meetings, he said, with Haitian President Rene Preval, as well as the 
prime minister, the minister of justice and the foreign affairs minister. 
 
Asked about using Ottawa's aid money as leverage, though, Lemay took a diplomatic sidestep. "We're 
not in a position to comment on a suggestion of this nature." 
 
The circumstances of the alleged kidnapping remain cloudy. 
 
According to Maxim Charbonneau's father, Maxim was on a six-week visit to Haiti from Canada last 
summer when the young woman called him and asked him to pick her up from her home, saying she 
had problems with her parents. 
 



Using his father's car, Maxim Charbonneau did so but refused her request that she stay at the 
Charbonneau home, Michel Charbonneau added. Instead, he said, Maxim dropped the woman off at a 
hotel. Any allegations of kidnapping are false, his father said. 
 
''I am certain of my brother's innocence,'' echoed Louis-Pierre Charbonneau, Maxim's 26-year-old 
brother, a Verdun resident. The alleged kidnap victim is no longer in Haiti and has not come to his 
brother's defence, he said. 
 
Maxim Charbonneau, a Canadian citizen, has not been charged in connection with the incident and has 
never faced other charges, Louis-Pierre Charbonneau added. 
 
The probe by Haitian authorities was at first supposed to take a maximum of three months. 
 
"The Canadian government needs to step up their efforts to have Maxim released," Louis-Pierre 
Charbonneau said. 
 
The Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada has added its voice: 
 
Given last July's announcement of aid to Haiti, "we feel this is an opportunity for (the Canadian 
government) to request the Haitian government to give due process of justice to a Canadian citizen," 
Bill Morrow, David Hazzard and Murray Cornelius, executive officers of the church group, said in a 
recent letter to Pentecostal pastors. 
 
They asked for letters and emails to drive the quest for more rapid justice home to Peter MacKay, 
Canada's foreign affairs minister, and Josee Verner, minister of international cooperation. 
 
"Why," their letter asks, "should a Canadian be held without charge in a country where we are 
providing this kind of support? 
 
"Our citizens deserve to be treated fairly and justly." 
 
Between 1968 and 2006, Canada's development-aid spending for Haiti exceeded $700 million, 
according to the Canadian International Development Agency. 
 
His brother has been open and straightforward with Haitian authorities, Louis-Pierre Charbonneau 
said. 
 
Last July, "the police came to arrest my brother at my parents' residence in Port-au-Prince. 
 
"However, they did not find him there. 
 
"My brother willingly went to the police, believing in his own innocence and seeing no reason to fear 
the local authorities." 
 
"Maxim is not an isolated case of injustice in Haiti," Louis-Pierre Charbonneau said in a letter to 
MacKay. 



 
"Haiti has a bad record for administering justice. I visited the director of the Penitentier National when 
I went to Haiti in August 2006. In his office, he had some statistics written on his chalkboard 
concerning the population of the establishment. 
 
"The numbers were approximately 80 condemned (to jail terms) and 1,700 in pre-trial detention 
(prevenue). 
 
"My brother is in the majority." 
 
On the Web: For excerpts of Maxim Charbonneau's letters from prison and other details, visit 
www.haitiministries.com. 
 
janr@thegazette.canwest.com 



Haiti to Save National Parks 
Prensa Latina 
March 20, 2007 
 
Port-au-Prince, The Haitian minister of Environment, Claude Germain, announced plans for the 
recovery of several areas that include the national parks of La Visite and Macaya, and Foret des Pins, 
which are Biosphere reserves. 
 
Also part of the rescue plans is an integrated project that includes creation of facilities for profitable 
activities that would benefit farmers in different regions. 
 
The minister added they will concentrate on improving the habitat to increase activities of ecotourism. 
 
Presiding over a ceremony of symbolic commencement by 30 forest rangers in La Visite, he explained 
that he expects that 850 square kilometers of forests can be recovered in the next 12 months. 
 
The habitat of Haitian nature includes over 1,500 species of plants, 36 percent endemic. 
 
The Macaya National Park protects 141 orchid species, 102 fern varieties and 49 grasses. These latter 
are very popular among the population for their medicinal properties. 



WYCLEF’S YELE HAITI EXPANDS INITIATIVES: Group links with new organization to 
create more jobs. 
EURweb.com 
March 19, 2007 
 
Wyclef Jean’s Yele Haiti organization is teaming with the KATA (Konbit Ak Tet Ansanm) job 
creation initiative, a USAID-funded program implemented by CHF International, to help bring 
awareness to the plight of his native country.        
 
      Jean announced the partnership on Capitol Hill Tuesday as part of a hearing about development 
efforts in Haiti. The artist testified before the Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere Committee on 
Foreign Affairs at the U.S. House of Representatives.        
 
      "After some 200 years of neglect, almost everything is a priority in Haiti: health, education, 
infrastructure, jobs, security, justice -- all that's needed to achieve a healthy economy and a stable, 
vibrant society,” said Jean, according to Allhiphop.com.        
 
      CHF International works in low- and moderate-income communities around the world by helping 
families improve their economic circumstances, environment and infrastructure.       
 
      Yele Haiti, founded by Jean in 2005, raises funds to assist education, health, environment and 
community development projects while using music to raise awareness. Its association with KATA 
aims to advance economic development and stability in Haiti by fostering initiatives linking job 
creation, education and the arts.  



Haitian President Rene Preval was in Cuba on Monday for routine medical tests, his spokesman 
said.  
Pravda.Ru 
March 19, 2007 
   
Preval, who received treatment in Cuba for a bout with prostate cancer six years ago, traveled to 
Havana over the weekend after attending a conference in the Dominican Republic, spokesman Volce 
Assad said.  
 
"The president went for a routine checkup that he has to do regularly with his doctors," Assad said, 
adding that Preval would return to Haiti on Tuesday.  
 
The 63-year-old president revealed in December that blood tests showed possible signs that his cancer 
had returned, but he said later that further testing in Havana showed he was cancer-free, reports AP.  
 
Preval was first diagnosed with prostate cancer in 2001, the final year of his first presidential term. 
 



U.S. Assistance Improving Outlook for Haiti   
Peace Journalism 
US State Dept. 
March 18, 2007 
 
Adolfo Franco, assistant administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean at the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID), addressed this potential March 13 when he said that despite 
Haiti?s present ?bleak picture,? the country has reason for hope. Haiti is at a ?particularly important 
junction? in its history, because of a combination of factors -? new political leadership, a resumption of 
constitutional governance and support from the United States and the international community, he said.  
 
(Media-Newswire.com) - Washington -- The United States is playing a large role in a potential 
turnaround in Haiti, the Western Hemisphere?s poorest nation, a U.S. official tells a congressional 
panel. 
 
Adolfo Franco, assistant administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean at the U.S. Agency for 
International Development ( USAID ), addressed this potential March 13 when he said that despite 
Haiti?s present ?bleak picture,? the country has reason for hope. Haiti is at a ?particularly important 
junction? in its history, because of a combination of factors -? new political leadership, a resumption of 
constitutional governance and support from the United States and the international community, he said. 
 
This mix of positive developments ?has the potential to generate a turnaround in Haiti?s economic 
fortunes and improve the well-being of the Haitian people,? Franco told the U.S. House Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. 
 
From 2004 to 2006, the United States provided more than $600 million in aid to Haiti, making it the 
largest single-country donor to Haiti, he said, adding that the aid, primarily humanitarian, helped lay 
the groundwork for a peaceful transfer of power in the country to a democratically elected government. 
 
Franco said that over the past two and a half years, USAID has supported programs that work with 
community groups in violence-prone neighborhoods in Haiti.  He said his agency helped to reduce 
political tensions in several Haitian crisis spots with 860 small grants valued at $18.2 million.  In 
addition, Franco said the United States announced on February 1 an additional $20 million for a 
program in Cite Soleil, one of Haiti?s most dangerous neighborhoods, that aims to improve access to 
police and justice, strengthen local governance, provide vocational training, and create jobs through 
public works projects. 
 
Over the next year, Franco said, the United States plans to give priority to expanding development and 
humanitarian programs in the poorest and most violence-prone neighborhoods of Haiti?s capital of 
Port-au-Prince and other towns. USAID also is beginning projects in agriculture, natural resources, 
health and education, said Franco.  ( See related article. ) 
 
As an example of U.S. support for Haitian education, the United States contributed $18,000 to help 
renovate a secondary school for more than 5,000 students in Port-au-Prince.  The United Nations also 
helped fund the refurbishing of the 16-classroom school, called Lyc饠Daniel Fignol鬠which had been 
closed since 2004 because of disrepair and violence in the capital. 



 
U.S. Ambassador to Haiti Janet Sanderson said at a March 9 ribbon-cutting ceremony opening the 
school that all the sons and daughters of Haiti should enjoy the unfettered right to an education.  This 
fundamental principle is enshrined in Haiti?s constitution and laws, said Sanderson, speaking in 
French. 
 
Sanderson said in her remarks in the Bel Air section of Port-au-Prince that the community for a long 
time was a place of rampant criminal acts and abuse.  But the men and women of this neighborhood 
decided to join forces with Haiti’s national police and a U.N. stabilization force in Haiti [known as 
MINUSTAH, the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti] in order to put an end to the violence.  
Progressively, order was restored, the kind of peace that leads to stability.  And stability plus good 
governance will lead to the transformational development of Haiti? 
 
The United Nations, which also sent officials to the ribbon-cutting, quoted one student, F褲e Lacroix, 
as saying that since 2004 ?I had been tossed around from school to school.  Now I’m happy to be back 
again in my old building.? 
 
Haitian social activist and musician Wyclef Jean told the House subcommittee that he was grateful to 
the U.S. government for supporting Haitian education.  Jean said USAID helped rebuild 20 schools in 
the city of Gonaives that were damaged by Tropical Storm Jeanne in September 2004. 
 
Jean announced during his prepared testimony that his nonprofit organization, Y鬥 Haiti, which 
provides educational opportunities for disadvantaged youth, has entered into a partnership with a 
USAID-backed job creation program to build five vocational centers in Port-au-Prince, Gonaives and 
three other Haitian cities -- Petit-Goave, St. Marc and Cap-Haitian. 
 
The prepared statements of Jean and Franco are available on the Web site of the House Subcommittee 
on the Western Hemisphere. 
 
For additional information on U.S. support for Haitian education, see the full text of a U.S. Embassy 
press release. 
 
For more on U.S. policy, see The Caribbean. 
 
( USINFO is produced by the Bureau of International Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. 
Web site: http://usinfo.state.gov ) 
By Eric Green 
USINFO Staff Writer 



Preval denies Haiti is a "drug state" 
Dominican Today 
March 18, 2007  
  
Santo Domingo.- Haitian president René Preval has said that press reports describing his country as a 
“narco-state” are unfair, because Haiti only serves as a bridge in international drug trafficking and is 
not the world’s top drug consumer. 
 
He said that the evil needed to be confronted by the countries where this is the case. 
 
Preval stated that rather than a “narco-state” Haiti is simply a “narco-victim” and that due to its 
economic weakness this illegal activity corrupts the police, the justice system and customs. 
 
Preval made these declarations during a meeting held with the Dominican opposition PRD party’s 
candidate Miguel Vargas Maldonado and other party leaders at the Hotel Santo Domingo yesterday. 
 
Vargas Maldonado expressed agreement with Preval’s statements, and said that the fact that Haiti and 
other countries had taken part in an anti-drug summit showed that the Haitian people were committed 
to facing the problem. 
 
Vargas Maldonado and the Haitian leader spoke to reporters after their meeting: “We are not the end 
users of these drugs, we are not producers or large consumers” said president Preval, after being asked 
for his opinion about an article in a U.S. newspaper that described Haiti as a “narco-state”.  
 
Preval reiterated that the drug problem consisted of three stages: production, traffic and consumption, 
which is the key element. 
 
Vargas Maldonado said “we share and support president Preval’s stance. I understand that this is a 
multi-faceted problem that we need to attack as a whole, and as he says, it is not possible to fight one 
element to solve the entire problem”. 
 
He referred to the fight against the drug trade as something that should not fall on Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic alone, but should be a shared task for the nations of the regions, and “other areas, 
like the large consumers”. 
 
Miguel Vargas Maldonado visited Preval at the Hotel Santo Domingo, accompanied by a large 
contingent of leading party figures, including former Congress leader Alfredo Pacheco and Peggy 
Cabral. They also discussed migration and joint initiatives between both countries. Preval said that he 
makes regular visits to the Dominican Republic to exchange opinions with political leaders. He 
recalled a previous visit to the country where he met with two presidential candidates, one of whom 
was current president Leonel Fernández. 



IDB Governors approve $4.4 billion in debt relief for Bolivia, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras and 
Nicaragua  
Press Release - Inter American Development Bank 
March 17, 2007 
 
The Board of Governors of the Inter-American Development Bank has approved 100% debt relief for 
Bolivia, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras and Nicaragua on loan balances outstanding as of December 31, 
2004 from its Fund for Special Operations (FSO), the IDB announced today. 
 
Under an agreement endorsed by governors of its 47 member countries, the IDB will forgive 
approximately $3.4 billion in principal payments and $1.0 billion of future interest payments. 
 
“This decision represents a historic opportunity for a fresh start for Bolivia, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras 
and Nicaragua,” said IDB President Luis Alberto Moreno. “The agreement backed by our membership 
will help these countries free up resources to invest in quality education, health and other social 
services their citizens need to overcome poverty.” 
 
The IDB is the principal creditor to the five beneficiary countries. By canceling these debts it 
underscores its commitment to assisting the poorest countries in Latin America and the Caribbean in 
their efforts to reach the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, which focus on halving 
poverty by 2015. The IDB’s decision also complements the Multilateral Debt Reduction Initiative 
launched last year by the G-8. 
 
Honduras will receive approximately $1.4 billion in IDB debt relief (including cancelled loan balances 
and interest payments); Bolivia, $1.0 billion; Nicaragua, $984 million; and Guyana, $467 million. The 
benefits will be effective retroactively to January 1, 2007 because these nations have already reached 
the “completion point” under the enhanced Initiative for Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC), an 
earlier debt relief program. 
 
Haiti, which is making progress towards completing the HIPC process, will receive interim relief of 
$20 million over the next two years. By 2009 it could obtain full debt relief, which in the IDB’s case 
will total $525 million. Additionally, under the agreement approved by the Board of Governors, Haiti 
may receive up to $50 million in IDB grants a year through 2009, and a mix of concesional loans and 
grants thereafter. 
 
The agreement also ensures the FSO’s financial viability through 2015. IDB member countries 
confirmed their commitment to the fund’s sustainability, agreeing to assess, no later than 2013, the 
need for an eventual replenishment. Furthermore, the agreement guarantees Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Paraguay and Suriname access to a $250 million-a-year concesional lending program. 
 
With the Board of Governors’ firm support, the IDB’s Board of Executive Directors and Management 
established new operational guidelines for the FSO under the Debt Sustainability Framework, featuring 
a performance-based allocation system to ensure the sustainability of the debt relief.  
 
The IDB is the world’s largest regional development bank. Its membership includes most countries in 
Latin America and the Caribbean as well as donor nations from North America, Europe and Asia. 



Haiti: UN mission reports more successes in anti-crime offensive 
UN News Centre 
UN helps Haitian police transfer gang leader  
March 16, 2007 
 
Close on the heals of the capture of one of Haiti’s most notorious criminal armed gang leaders, United 
Nations peacekeepers and Haitian police have reported new successes in their crackdown on violent 
crime in Port-au-Prince, the capital, dismantling one group, arresting three dozen more suspects and 
seizing weapons caches.  
 
In one of the latest operations, 32 suspects were arrested in the Linteau 1 and Ti Ayiti quarters of the 
capital’s Cité Soleil neighbourhood, one of the violence-ridden country’s most dangerous areas, 
leading to the dismantling of the Blade Nazon and the seizure of arms and ammunition. The operation 
was launched after UN troops on patrol came under fire.  
 
In a second operation in Ti Ayiti on Wednesday based on a tip-off, another gang member was captured 
and more weapons seized. The same day, five people were arrested in a sweep in Martissant. 
 
Noting that local tip-offs led to the capture of notorious gang leader Even Jeune, who terrorized Cité 
Soleil and was for months being pursued by UN and Haitian police, the UN Stabilization Mission in 
Haiti (MINUSTAH) has appealed to local communities for information on any criminals who may 
have sought refuge in their region. 
 
“We ask the people of the provinces to be vigilant and to continue to give us information on any 
person, any act or any behaviour that may be suspect,” UN police spokesman Fred Blaise told a news 
conference in Port-au-Prince yesterday. 
 
Meanwhile MINUSTAH, set up in 2004 to help re-establish peace in the impoverished Caribbean 
country after an insurgency forced President Jean-Bertrand Aristide to go into exile, is continuing its 
humanitarian and social programmes in Cité Soleil in connection with the clean-up of the gangs, 
organizing children’s sports in Linteau 1, and providing meals, water, first aid and school supplies. 



Haiti: the Damage Done 
Part II of an Interview with Brian Concannon. 
by Darren Ell 
The Dominion - http://www.dominionpaper.ca 
March 15, 2007 
 
MINUSTAH is not aiding progress in Haiti, says Brian Concannon, but hindering it. Photo: Joseph 
Wenkoff 
Read Part I of this interview. 
 
Brian Concannon is the director of the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti (IJDH), He founded 
IJDH after the 2004 Canada-US-France coup d’état that ousted Haiti’s democratically elected president 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Concannon formerly co-directed the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) 
, the most prominent legal group prosecuting human rights cases in Haiti, and worked for MICIVIH, a 
UN human rights mission in Haiti. Darren Ell interviewed him in the offices of the BAI in Port-au-
Prince on February 28, 2007, the third anniversary of the 2004 overthrow of democratically elected 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide.  
 
For a timeline documenting Canada’s involvement in Haiti since 2000, read this. 
 
Darren Ell: Let’s talk about the Préval Government. From a legal standpoint, have things in Haiti 
changed since the Latortue regime was voted out?  
 
Brian Concannon: They certainly have, but there are still problems. Political prisoners are getting out, 
but many are still in jail. Judges aren’t being fired for making decisions unpopular with the 
government, but the judges put in by Latortue are still in place. Only a couple of the prosecutors have 
been changed even though many of them were an active part of the repression. Cases for the victims 
aren’t proceeding very well. There is no order, like under Latortue, not to take the cases, but there 
hasn’t been any support for them to move along. 
 
What about the tens of thousands of rape cases?  
 
It’s very disappointing. We worked on these issues during the transition to democracy in 1994. Support 
from other nations and the UN was inadequate but very present. It’s very distressing that nobody 
except the victims is talking about that now; neither the Haitian government nor the international 
community. We’ve got the cases ready but the time isn’t right. 
 
Bear in mind the other influences on Préval when we criticize him. There are great limitations on his 
power. The biggest limitation is the people patrolling the country and going into Cité Soleil – 
MINUSTAH [UN mission in Haiti] – which is dominated by the United States. We saw in recently 
declassified documents how the US Embassy is pressuring MINUSTAH to take a harder stand on 
people in Cité Soleil, which means shooting. We’ve seen the results with the big massacres. 
 
Economically, Préval is dependent on wealthy Haitians and the international business community. He 
hasn’t purged the police force which has a lot of former soldiers put there by Latortue. 
 



And now an attempt by Senator Youri Latortue to make a parallel police force with these men, which 
Lovinsky Pierre-Antoine described as a new attempt to prepare another coup d’état: take these men out 
of Haitian control and give them US training.  
 
Exactly. It would be yet another destabilizing pressure. Préval also doesn’t run the judiciary since it’s 
packed with Latortue’s men. But there’s something else North American activists need to understand. 
Recall that the presidential elections were successful in so far as Préval won with a largely uncontested 
mandate. He won even though he had to cancel many of his campaign appearances for fear of being 
killed. The senators and deputies had no such luck. Progressive candidates were either not allowed to 
run, were intimidated or purely afraid. Conservative candidates on the other hand were able to get 
money, organize and intimidate people. So the legislature is drawn from a small relatively conservative 
pool of people. Add to that the fact that the biggest party in the country – Lavalas – didn’t participate 
in the elections and you have a legislature much more conservative than Préval’s mandate. While it’s 
important for Haitians to pressure him to fulfill his mandate, his power is limited. As for North 
American activists, we need to bear in mind that our countries saddled him with these limitations. We 
should join in the effort to minimize the limitations on his power, to prevent our countries from 
preventing him from doing what he was elected to do. 
 
Let’s talk about Operation Nazca, the recent MINUSTAH operation in the Belekou quarter of Cité 
Soleil. According to MINUSTAH, 17 people were arrested in connection with gang crimes. We talked 
to people on the ground who said their family members and neighbours were innocent, that 
MINUSTAH was arresting people arbitrarily. We didn’t corroborate our information, but it seemed to 
us that MINUSTAH is just arresting people as they please.  
 
MINUSTAH is making arrests without any judicial control. In every country in the world, police can’t 
simply arrest people. You need a warrant or you need to catch the person in the criminal act. 
MINUSTAH doesn’t have this. They don’t have warrants. The cases aren’t being processed by the 
justice system. Prisoners’ rights aren’t being respected. It’s like Guantanamo Bay, where people have 
been arrested without a process and without the chance to go before an independent arbiter to see if 
there’s any justification for the arrest. It’s like Guantanamo in another way. MINUSTAH is not doing 
detective work. They’re using informants from Cité Soleil. Informants are notoriously unreliable 
because they want money and in this case, the UN is paying people from a desperate community for 
information. Sometimes the informants want to settle a score with someone over money, turf, a 
woman, drugs, and so they denounce the person to MINUSTAH to eliminate their competition. We 
saw this in Afghanistan, where people were collecting bounties to turn in “terrorists,” people like you 
met in Cité Soleil that had never done anything wrong, who were on their way to school or work, who 
never had anything against the UN until then. So Haiti is now the type of law-free zone Guantanamo 
is. It’s a violation of the Haitian constitution, a violation of international human rights and a horrible 
example by the UN. Why should people in Cité Soleil obey the law if the UN won’t? 
 
The Canadian Ambassador Claude Boucher congratulated MINUSTAH on the December 22 attack in 
Cité Soleil that left two dozen civilians dead; the second such large-scale killing by MINUSTAH. Two 
more children were killed as they slept in early February. What is in place legally when MINUSTAH 
kills?  
 



Trying them will be difficult. MINUSTAH signed immunity agreements with the Latortue regime 
which are still in effect. We have tried various methods, but we think we may have a real chance with 
the International Criminal Court (ICC). At the hearings of the International Tribunal on Haiti – in 
Boston, Washington, Miami and Montreal – we developed evidence against top military, paramilitary 
and police leaders, as well as MINUSTAH. If the ICC is serious about international law, they will give 
these cases a good look. So far, the ICC has focused on people who have gone against wealthy 
countries. This is a challenge to the ICC to see if justice is blind, if they are willing to go after the UN, 
after people such as the Canadian Ambassador who encourages these crimes. We need to look at the 
fact that the US Embassy, as they have admitted, is pressuring the UN to carry out illegal acts. When 
more of the key documents come to light, we will have a compelling case to make against these 
people. 
 
It was strange to spend three mornings in Cité Soleil, a sprawling desperately poor slum, and notice the 
complete absence of police officers. We only ever saw M-16 wielding foreign troops who, as far as we 
could tell, spoke no Creole.  
 
You can’t police using foreign troops. One of the reasons the Haitian police stay out of Cité Soleil is 
that they want nothing to do with it. They know that if they join in while MINUSTAH is shooting that 
they’ll have no credibility among the people of Cité Soleil. If you’ve got a hammer, every problem 
looks like a nail. That’s MINUSTAH. Everyone looks like a criminal and MINUSTAH has heavy 
weapons. It’s not working. It’s creating great animosity among the people of Cité Soleil. It’s not 
reducing crime. It’s creating terrible precedents that will take a long time to repair. 
 
Talk about some of the important legal successes in recent months in the US.  
 
There were two big ones. The first was Emmanuel Constant, the leader of FRAPH, the main death 
squad from 1991-1994. We convicted him in the Raboteau case in 2000, but he sought shelter in the 
US. He’d been ordered deported in 1995, but because he was a CIA asset – both him and US officials 
admitted it – he was allowed to live at large in the US. A group called The Center for Justice and 
Accountability in California went after him with our help and managed to get a civil judgment against 
him in August 2006, saying he was liable to some of the women raped by FRAPH. It’s a settlement of 
$19 million. He had actually been arrested for mortgage fraud: you can rape, pillage and kill thousands 
of people in Haiti, but don’t mess with the banks. 
 
Like Al Capone.  
 
Except that they arrested Capone on tax evasion because they wanted to get him for murder. In 
Constant’s case, they didn’t care about the killing. He pleaded guilty a few weeks ago. He has a year 
sentence on that. It’s expected he’ll be deported as soon as this summer and that the government will 
put him in jail also for his conviction in the Raboteau case. 
 
The other big success was another man we convicted in the Raboteau case: Carl Dorélien. He was the 
“G1”, the person in high command in charge of personnel (discipline, transfers and morale of the 
troops). He was important because during the 1991 dictatorship, he was transferring people because 
they were thugs, transferring them to hotspots like Gonaives, Cité Soleil and the Cap Haitian. He was 
also supposed to be investigating illegal acts by the army, which he never did. He was convicted in 



abstentia for the Raboteau massacre in 2000, then deported back to Haiti and jailed in 2003, then 
released from jail after the coup of 2004. With the recent conviction, he owes $4.3 million to victims. 
 
In a perfect world, what would countries such as the US and Canada do for Haiti, aside from giving 
aid?  
 
They would let democracy develop as Haitians want it to, not as outsiders want it to. In every Haitian 
ministry, there are Canadian and American advisors who say they’re there to help, but they’re really 
there to represent their governments. And too much aid is politicized. It’s a tool to advance one’s own 
policies, not the human and political development of the country. This is stifling Haiti’s growth. It 
happened with US assistance with police training, where the training was used to recruit intelligence 
agents. Several of the employees who complained about this publicly were fired. 
 
Canada and the US should support people coming to Haiti from other countries: CARICOM countries, 
for example, or African nations ahead of Haiti in infrastructure development. These people have more 
to offer because they are only jumping over these hurdles now. Canadians and Americans jumped over 
them a long time ago and have forgotten. What these countries don’t have is the money to send these 
people, so that’s where we could help. 
 
Finally, vowing not to support another coup d’état, or offering a guarantee they’ll stand by Haiti in its 
hour of need; these would be nice, but I don’t see them happening. 
 
Darren Ell is an independent journalist and photographer from Montreal who was recently in Haiti to 
explore the ongoing impact of the 2004 coup d’état. While in Haiti, he published an interview with 
Lovinsky Pierre-Antoine and a photo essay on UN military operations in Haiti. He has been blogging 
with the Dominion and Citizenshift, with whom he will be producing a full online dossier about Haiti 
in the summer of 2007.  
 



Haiti: the Damage Done 
Part I of an Interview with Brian Concannon 
by Darren Ell 
March 14, 2007 
The Dominion - http://www.dominionpaper.ca 
 
Brian Concannon is the director of the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti (IJDH). He founded 
IJDH after the 2004 Canada-US-France coup d’état that ousted Haiti’s democratically elected president 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide. Concannon formerly co-directed the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI) 
, the most prominent legal group prosecuting human rights cases in Haiti, and worked for MICIVIH, a 
UN human rights mission in Haiti. Darren Ell interviewed him in the offices of the BAI in Port-au-
Prince on February 28, 2007, the third anniversary of the 2004 overthrow of democratically elected 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide.  
 
For a timeline documenting Canada’s involvement in Haiti since 2000, read this. 
 
Darren Ell: Why did you create the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti? 
 
Brian Concannon : We started the IJDH because -- despite painstaking progress made by the Bureaux 
des Avocats Internationaux (BAI), the UN and the Haitian justice system from 1995 to 2004 -- when 
the US, Canada and France threw out Haiti’s elected leader, they also threw out all our progress: 
everyone we had convicted was let out of jail; they packed the courts with new judges; appointed new 
prosecutors; put pressure on existing judges; and then systematically reversed everything else. Good 
judges and prosecutors were pushed out and replaced with people willing to do what the regime asked 
them to do. 
 
It became clear to me that there was no point in painstakingly constructing a justice system if powerful 
nations in the international community -- like the US, France and Canada -- could just throw it all out 
the window, which is what they did in February 2004. I then felt that after nine years in Haiti, my place 
was in the US, trying to make the US, France and Canada safe for democracy in Haiti. So the role of 
the IJDH is really to carry the fight for justice in Haiti to the international community. 
 
Talk about the importance of the BAI in Haiti. 
 
Between 2004 and 2006, they were the only group standing up for victims in court. Their success at 
getting people out of jail at the time was not great. That’s the nature of a dictatorship. We only saw real 
progress after the Latortue dictatorship was voted out of office [in 2006]. Despite the initial failures, 
however, Mario Joseph’s [manager of the BAI] work gave activists the knowledge that someone would 
be there for them when they got arrested. Many activists have since told us that BAI’s presence helped 
them stand up for democracy. It gave people more confidence to go out and vote in 2006. Although it 
didn’t reverse the oppression, it limited it because the interim government knew that if it went beyond 
a certain point, BAI would represent people in court, get the word out, [by connecting] with groups 
like the Canada-Haiti Action Network and solidarity groups in the US that bring pressure to bear in 
their own countries. It didn’t reverse the coup, but it was part of the solution. 
 
You’re trying to ensure that criminal regimes know they will be pursued once out of power. 



 
That’s a lot of the work we were doing from 1996 to 2004: trying to break the cycle of coup d’états. In 
2000, we thought we had succeeded with the Raboteau Massacre Trial, where we convicted all the top 
military and paramilitary leadership. They were all given life sentences. Three of the members of the 
high command were deported from the US, including a major-general, the highest ranked soldier ever 
deported from the US to face human rights charges. So it looked like we had finally established a 
deterrent. Then the US, France and Canada overthrew the government and all these people got out. But 
we continue to put in people’s minds that there is a cost to this. Gerard Latortue, for example, has some 
very well founded worries right now. He will soon be in legal trouble. We are using the International 
Tribunal on Haiti and pressuring the UN. We filed complaints with the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights against Latortue and the UN. Unfortunately, they aren’t taking a lot of the cases. 
However, a lot of law students in the US are working on ways of going after MINUSTAH [UN 
mission in Haiti] and the political leaders. We won’t stop until there is accountability and justice. 
 
Anything you want to add about the legal and judicial impact of the 2004 coup d’état? 
 
The reversal of developments within the justice system will have an impact for years. The judges were 
appointed illegally. Until now, Préval [current president of Haiti] has not chosen to legalize the judges. 
This is very problematic. Latortue named half the Supreme Court on his whim. Many people continue 
to be in place for reasons other than their ability to impartially decide a case. That will be there for a 
long time, and it sets a horrible precedent. The fact that people can take power illegally impacts the 
justice system. Many lawyers said during the Latortue regime that it was the worst time for the Haitian 
justice system since well before the Duvaliers, because not even the Duvaliers would go so far as to 
fire half the Supreme Court. [Francois Duvalier and later his son Jean-Claude Duvalier ruled Haiti by 
dictatorships that were known for violence and corruption. Jean-Claude was overthrown during a 
popular uprising in 1986] 
 
But there’s another legal problem now at the level of the Constitution. One of the things Haiti is 
missing is a tradition of regular legal transfers of power. During the democratic interlude from 1994 to 
2004, Haiti began developing that tradition. We saw in 1996 the first ever transition from an elected 
president to another elected president. 2001 saw the first time an elected president had ever served out 
his entire term in office and left voluntarily at the end. There were still problems in the legislature with 
contested elections, but you finally had one branch of government doing the types of things Canadians 
and Americans take for granted. People in Haiti finally felt like we do; that no matter how little you 
like a government, you will have the chance to vote them out. You cannot overestimate the benefits of 
this to Haitian stability. Ministers could finally make longer-term plans for the country. This is what 
Haiti needs in order to develop economically. 
 
This was all thrown out the window in 2004, returning the country to the old precedent of “might 
makes right.” As before, once the president gets into power -- and this is happening with Préval -- his 
opponents do what they can to shorten his term. He spends a lot of time and energy fighting this, 
energy he isn’t putting into providing clean drinking water, food and education for Haitians. I think 
this return to the precedent of “might makes right” could in the long-term be more damaging than the 
legal issues. It has happened so often in Haitian history that there is a proverb for it: “Constitution, 
c’est papier; baionnette, c’est fer.” [Constitutions are made of paper and bayonets are made of steel.] 
That was reinforced three years ago today. 



 
In the press, we’ve heard the term “dictator” used to describe Aristide and the Duvaliers. But we’ve 
never heard it used in the press to describe Latortue. 
 
Aristide was the first person in Haiti’s history to leave voluntarily at the end of his term, yet he was 
called a dictator. The press was so free in his term that in the lead up to the coup d’état of 2004 you 
had the press openly calling for the overthrow of the government. In the US, that would not be 
tolerated. That would be beyond free speech. My expectation is that it would be illegal in Canada as 
well. There was immense freedom of assembly. There were assemblies that would definitely have been 
controlled in the US or Canada because they were violent and illegal. But because they were done by 
the opposition, the Aristide government didn’t touch them. So it’s curious that someone like that is 
called a dictator.  
 
Then you get someone like Latortue who was a dictator in a very real sense. He had no parliament. He 
abolished what was left of it. He took over the justice system, completely illegally naming people to it. 
Aristide never did that. He named people by the regular channels through a fair process. 
 
And then Latortue's violent attacks on Artistide's party, Lavalas. 
 
That was the worst of it, the police killing people. There were hundreds of political prisoners, which 
you never had with Aristide. There were some arrests that looked political and some spent a week in 
jail without respect for their rights. It shouldn’t have happened and we denounced it at the time, but 
there’s no comparison between a couple of people spending a week in jail and hundreds of people 
spending two years in jail. Then there’s the thousands mowed down by police and their paramilitary 
allies. 
 
Talk to us about the international connection to justice issues in Haiti. What should concerned people 
living in the countries that pulled off the coup – Canada, the US and France -- be thinking about? 
 
They should consider that Haiti should be given the same chance as their own countries to develop a 
justice system. No country becomes independent then immediately has a great tradition of justice. In 
the early stages of the US, there were problems even though there was time to develop it, even though 
the transfer to independence was relatively peaceful compared to what happened in Haiti. 
 
Canadians should be worried about wasting their money. I believe it was in 1996 when the Canadian 
government started building really nice courthouses all over the country. It made a difference. It 
allowed the justice system to function much better than it previously had. All those courthouses were 
burned down in 2004 with the coup. Canada and the US invest a lot of money into the administration 
of justice, into filing cabinets and training, which are all good and necessary. But it’s an absolute waste 
of money if you’re going to defy the constitution and replace the government when you don’t like it. 
 
But there’s something more important, and I say this as someone who has worked with the UN, 
worked within the justice system on behalf of victims, worked side-by-side with people from the US 
and Canadian embassies and the UN: everyone keeps telling people in the Haitian justice system, “You 
need to respect the rule of law. You need blind justice.” But it’s very hard for judges to rule correctly 
when their lives are being threatened. It’s hard for them to pass up bribes – they don’t have enough 



money to live – if you yourself aren’t setting a good example yourself. You have also to convince them 
that they’re working for something sustainable. In the Raboteau Massacre case, we convinced judges 
to do a fair job, to not take money and to rule based on the facts. Those judges got beaten up after the 
coup d’état. It’s very easy for a Canadian or an American to go in and say, “You have to obey the rule 
of law.” But they’re going to reply, “Where were you three years ago when our constitutional 
government was overthrown, when we got beaten, when the good judges got kicked out?” That’s a 
very good question. The Americans, Canadians and French have very low credibility telling Haitians 
they have to sacrifice when they wouldn’t stand up for Haiti in its hour of need. 
 
Are there precedents in place for the prosecution of government officials from foreign governments 
involved in coup d’états? I’m thinking of officials from Canada and the US. 
 
We filed a case with the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) against the 
Dominican Republic, the Interim Government and the United States for the overthrow of democracy in 
Haiti. We were working with some Canadian lawyers to get a similar complaint against Canada, but 
before we could file the Canadian complaint, the IACHR threw the case out. The problem is that the 
wealthy countries don’t sign onto human rights treaties that can hold them accountable. It’s something 
the human rights movement is starting to recognize. Groups like Amnesty International have 
traditionally pursued human rights abusers in poor countries, which is very important, but in many 
cases, such as Haiti, the strings are pulled by wealthy countries. Amnesty didn’t stand up for 
democracy in Haiti, but I’m confident they will do a better job next time. This is what the solidarity 
movement needs to do; ensure there are structures in place so that when the next coup d’état is being 
planned – it’s already happening in Haiti and other countries may already be planning to remove 
Préval – so when that process comes to light, we need to have structures in place to stop them. 
 
You’re talking about a deterrent. I’ve discussed impunity with people, but you’re talking about 
stopping crimes before they happen. 
 
We’re not there yet, but there are promising historical cases like Germany, Yugoslavia, Rwanda and 
Chile. Now there are also cases against Rumsfeld in Germany and the US. We’re exploring options for 
Haiti. 
 
And Rumsfeld just lost his job. It didn’t take years to pursue him, only a few months. 
 
This is a great development. Historically, we waited 10 or 20 years before going after the guy. The 
time for pursuit has shortened. We haven’t convicted Kissinger or Rumsfeld yet, and even Pinochet 
sort of got away with it. But at least he was legally harassed until his death. That is the next step; going 
after these people. It’s not easy because they made the rules, but we’ll find a way. 
 
Read Part II of this interview 



Congresswoman Waters introduces resolution to cancel Haiti's debts 
Haiti Action Committee 
March 14, 2007 
 
Washington, D.C. - Today, Rep. Maxine Waters (CA-35) introduced a resolution in the House of 
Representatives to urge the IMF, the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, and other 
multilateral financial institutions to cancel Haiti's multilateral debts immediately and completely. The 
resolution also urges the Secretary of the Treasury to use the voice, vote and influence of the United 
States within these institutions to accomplish this important goal. The resolution is cosponsored by 
senior members of the House Financial Services Committee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee. 
 
"Haiti is a country with tremendous development needs and numerous impediments to development," 
said Congresswoman Waters. "One of those impediments is a devastating burden of international 
debt." 
 
According to the IMF, Haiti owes over one billion dollars to multilateral financial institutions, 
including $21 million to the IMF, $507 million to the World Bank, and $534 million to the Inter-
American Development Bank. Much of Haiti's debt burden was accumulated during the oppressive 
rule of the Duvalier regimes, neither of which used the money to benefit the Haitian people. The IMF 
estimates that Haiti will spend $56 million on debt service payments to multilateral creditors during the 
2006-07 fiscal year.  
 
"These debt service payments are a drain on Haiti's fragile economy," said the Congresswoman. 
 
President Rene Garcia Preval was installed as President of Haiti last year, following democratic 
elections in which more than 60 percent of registered voters participated.  
 
"The cancellation of Haiti's debts will enable the democratically-elected government of Haiti to 
improve healthcare, education and other essential government services; invest in critical infrastructure; 
and improve the lives of the Haitian people," said Congresswoman Waters.  
 



Dominican Republic closes two consulates in Haiti  
People's Daily Online 
March 15, 2007 
 
The Dominican Republic's Foreign Ministry has closed two of its four consulates in Haiti for issuing 
illegal visas, local media reported on Wednesday.  
 
According to the Foreign Ministry, it will also close another five offices that are operating illegally.  
 
The ministry said it would continue its investigation into Dominican consulates and the embassy in 
Haiti. It has already barred the embassy from issuing visas without its permission.  
 
The embassy has issued 2,687 so-called courtesy visas in less than a year.  
 
Source: Xinhua  



Wyclef Jean advocates for aid to Haiti before Congress 
by Pablo Bachelet 
McClatchy Newspapers (MCT) 
14 March 2007 
  
WASHINGTON - Grammy Award-winner and hip-hop star Wyclef Jean has played bigger venues to 
larger crowds, but the small audience he performed for Tuesday could make a big difference to his 
native Haiti.  
 
He said the halls of Congress were as intimidating as Carnegie Hall.  
 
Then, he slipped into the easy cadence of the world-renowned musician that he is, and the members of 
the Western Hemisphere subcommittee of the House Foreign Relations Committee were treated to 
passages of rap as Jean gently tapped the table for rhythm.  
 
His rap recounted Haiti’s grim statistics, how only 52 percent of Haiti’s children go to school.  
 
But he also spoke of hope.  
 
“For the first time in my life,” he said at a hearing on Haiti’s development needs, “I see political 
parties trying to work together hand in hand.”  
 
Jean, Haiti’s best known musician, was also all-business as he checked his notes to hit the main points: 
His country needs help in education, tourism, using arts for development and, above all, engaging the 
Haitian diaspora to invest more in their home country.  
 
“I challenge the Haitians first,” he said.  
 
He asked lawmakers to push the Bush administration to quickly enact the Hope Act, a law that allows 
Haiti to export more to the United States. It passed Congress last year but still needs to pass some 
bureaucratic hurdles. This, he said, was “a signal” that investors needed to spend more money in Haiti.  
 
The son of a preacher who went on to become a member of the Grammy-winning Fugees band 
concluded his opening statement, aptly, with a poetic touch.  
 
“To live for yourself is to live selfishly,” he told lawmakers, “but to live for others is to live eternally.”  
 
The members of Congress were falling over themselves to praise the 36-year old founder of Yele Haiti, 
a non-profit group that uses music to bring development to Haiti.  
 
“We need more people like you, you are an example,” gushed New Jersey Democrat Donald Payne.  
 
“Sometimes we have trouble getting attendance, but since you’re here, everyone wants to come,” said 
New York Democrat Eliot Engel, the subcommittee’s chairman, noting the large number of legislators 
present at the hearing,  
 



Jean testified alone. Unusually, the top Latin American official of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, Adolfo Franco, a man who determines the fate of millions of dollars in assistance, was 
relegated to a second panel.  
 
“My gosh, you’ve got some great ideas,” marveled Indiana Republican Rep. Dan Burton.  
 
Before testifying, Jean was asked by reporters how he felt about going before a congressional panel for 
the first time.  
 
Performing on stage was easy, he said, “but I always get nervous when I’m talking.”  
 
Elegantly decked out in a pinstriped suit and a yellow cashmere sweater, he was asked how he felt 
about wearing a tie.  
 
“What we’ve learned in hip-hop growing up is, if I’m 36, I can’t act like I’m 21,” he said. “My mother 
would smack the hell of out of me if I were to show up in front of Congress with some . . . jeans.”  



Venezuela, Cuba create USD 1 billion fund for Haiti 
MARIA LILIBETH DA CORTE 
EL UNIVERSAL 
March 18, 2007 
  
Besides the USD 1 billion fund, President Hugo Chávez officially announced that Venezuelan state-
run Economic and Social Development Bank (Bandes) would create a USD 20 million to finance 
development projects in Haiti 
 
Cuba and Venezuela created a USD 1 billion fund "to help Haiti," with resources devoted to purchase 
equipment, build dwellings and provide assistance to the Cuban doctors to be deployed in Haiti, said 
the Venezuelan People's Power Ministry of Communication and Information (Minci) on its website. 
 
In a joint news conference with Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez, Haitian President Rene Preval 
announced that they initialed a number of cooperation agreements during a tripartite meeting with 
Cuban State Council Vice-President Esteban Lazo, including the instrument creating the USD 1 billion 
fund. 
 
"In short time, with Cuban help and cooperation, integral healthcare will be provided in all Haitian 
communities. Further, we have a group of Haitians taking medicine studies in Cuba. They are to 
replace Cuban doctors. Besides, Venezuela has provided USD 20 million in humanitarian aid to help 
shore up this cooperation initiative in the healthcare area," Preval explained. 
 
Castro on the phone 
The meeting, held in the National Palace, the Haitian Government headquarters, was joined by Cuban 
ruler Fidel Castro, who called Chávez, Preval and Lazo four times to take part in the ceremony sealing 
the tripartite agreement, DPA reported. 
 
"President Castro took part in the meeting by phone to consolidate a great space for trilateral 
cooperation among Cuba, Venezuela and Haiti," Chávez declared before departing from Haiti around 
midnight, thus putting an end to his tour of several Latin American and Caribbean countries. 
 
The three governments entered into an agreement under which Venezuela undertook to install four 
electric powerhouses with an overall capacity of 100 megawatts in Port-au-Prince, Cap Haitien and 
Gonaives, Preval said. 
  
Besides the USD 1 billion fund, President Hugo Chávez officially announced that Venezuelan state-
run Economic and Social Development Bank (Bandes) would create a USD 20 million to finance 
development projects in Haiti. Furthermore, the Venezuelan ruler announced disbursement of USD 57 
million to overhaul Haitian airports, as well as a new deal under which Venezuela is to provide 7,000 
bpd of crude oil to the island, besides the 7,000 bpd Venezuela provides to Haiti under Petrocaribe. 
 
Meanwhile, Cuba pledged to send new medical staff to provide healthcare assistance to the remotest 
Haitian communities. Further, Cuba offered to grant scholarships to 800 Haitians taking medicine 
studies in Havana. 
 



Nothing personal 
President Chávez seized the opportunity to clarify he has nothing personal against his US counterpart 
George W. Bush. 
 
"This is not about Chávez versus Bush or Bush versus Chávez. If this were a personal matter, he would 
be knocked down long time ago. You know this is not a personal issue." 
 
"He (Bush) embodies the imperialist model of colonial domination. We represent, and I am saying this 
humbly, yet with much dignity, the Bolivarian project of liberation of our peoples," Chávez 
highlighted. 



Bolivian "Blue Helmets" in Haiti 
by Pablo Stefanoni   
March 13, 2007  
Znet Magazine 
 
The doubts about the way in which the Bolivian army is conducting itself in its intervention in Haiti 
have begun to open a larger debate — albeit still in its very early stages — over whether Bolivia 
should be participating in this UN mission, and whether the Bolivian presence in the Black republic of 
the Caribbean is consistent with the anti-imperialist discourse of its government. The departure of the 
soldiers to Haiti and the Congo was a concession by the government to the military High Command, 
which sees these foreign missions as a not insignificant source of income.  
 
Just a few days ago, the morning newspaper La Razón revealed that Bolivia is getting a discount of 
about 27% for its blue helmet soldiers, whose monthly wages amount to more than 1,000 dollars per 
month (with this they collect over 300,000 dollars every six months). Then the weekly Pulso chimed 
in, denouncing the purchase of military and transportation equipment "through an emergency 
presidential decree" to send to the Caribbean island together with "Civil Defense IVECO trucks which, 
these days are needed to bring assistance to flood victims" [in Bolivia].  
 
Bolivia has about 300 troops in Haiti and some 200 in the Congo, under an agreement signed with the 
United Nations before Evo Morales became president.  
 
This agreement was the argument used by Morales to send soldiers abroad and — as the former 
Hydrocarbons minister Andrés Soliz Rada has revealed — to close any discussion in the Cabinet. Then 
the mission was approved, somewhat administratively, in the Parliament, where only a few voices, 
such as that of the MAS senator Antonio Paredo, opposed participating in the "invasion".  
 
The United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti is under Brazilian command and involves, among 
others, Argentina, Chile and Uruguay.  
 
They have replaced the troops deployed by the United States and France after the overthrow of Jean-
Bertrand Aristide in 2004, which for many — such as Venezuela's Hugo Chávez — was a French-U.S. 
"coup d'état". Haitian President René Préval has recently asked that the mission continue, but on 
February 7 about 100,000 Haitians called for the withdrawal of the foreign troops and the return of 
Aristide.  
 
Some people are questioning the actions of these "peacekeeping forces" in the poor neighbourhoods 
such as the huge slum ironically named Cité Soleil (Sun City) and the "collective punishments" against 
the civilian population."How could we oppose similar agression against Bolivia, especially at a time 
when we are preparing to carry out profound structural changes in Bolivia, if we endorse the military 
intervention in Haiti?"asked Soliz Rada.  
 
In a context of integration based on "solidarity", like ALBA, it might be appropriate to ask ourselves 
whether the future of Haiti, which is in a profound state of social disintegration, lies in the UN's 
military approach or through continental cooperation, independent of the great powers and imbued by 
a Latin American vision oriented around the interests of the majority impoverished Haitian masses.  



 
  
 
Haiti’s president arrives in the Dominican Republic  
The Dominican Today 
 March 14, 2007 
  
SANTO DOMINGO. – Haiti’s president René Préval arrived today in the Dominican Republic to meet 
with his counterpart Leonel Fernandez and representatives of the business and educative sectors, and to 
participate in an international meeting on drugs and cooperation.  
 
Préval arrived in the country at 12:00 noon local time (1600 GMT) via the airport at Punta Cana, 210 
kilometers east of the Dominican capital, according to said to the wire service Efe.  
 
The Haitian chief executive will have a private agenda today which includes a meeting with a group of 
tourism sector investors in Punta Cana and a supper in the residence of the Dominican Foreign minister 
Carlos Morales, in La Romana (east). 
  
  



Inspector Cites Delays in Alien Removals 
By Beverley Lumpkin 
Associated Press Writer  
Lancaster Online 
Mar 19, 2007  
 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Due partly to a shortage of federal agents and poor record-keeping, aliens 
under court order to be removed from the country often face unconstitutionally long detentions, an 
inspector general has found. 
 
A report to be released Tuesday by the Homeland Security Department inspector general found that the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement service is hobbled by outdated databases and inadequate 
staffing in trying to deal with alien removals. 
 
"Cases are not prioritized to ensure that aliens who are dangerous or whose departure is in the national 
interest are removed," Inspector General Richard Skinner wrote in the report, "or that their release 
within the United States is adequately supervised." 
 
Skinner also concluded that there are vulnerabilities in the agency's approach and that it is "not well-
positioned to oversee the growing detention caseload" that will result from the Homeland Security 
Department's emphasis on increasing security on the nation's borders. 
 
"I am very concerned that ICE lacks the personnel and technology to properly track aliens in its 
custody and to make certain that dangerous aliens are removed from the country," said Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, D-Miss., who chairs the House Homeland Security Committee. 
 
A spokesman for the agency, Marc Raimondi, said that while ICE works promptly to remove aliens 
subject to removal orders, many factors, such as noncooperation by aliens, failure of foreign 
governments to issue travel documents, and court-ordered stays or other litigation can delay removal. 
 
Still, Raimondi said, ICE is generally required to release aliens ordered removed if their removal is not 
reasonably foreseeable. 
 
"In its review of ICE practices, OIG determined that ICE complies with the Supreme Court's 
requirements in the vast majority of cases," he said. "The final product reflects ICE's commitment to 
full compliance with applicable legal requirements and offers some constructive recommendations for 
improving ICE practices even further." 
 
Roughly 20 percent of aliens under a final order of removal have been kept locked up past six months, 
the time the Supreme Court ruled in 2001 should be considered reasonable. 
 
Until that ruling, the government would indefinitely detain aliens who were considered dangerous but 
who for various reasons could not be returned to their home countries. Some faced danger there, and 
some home countries refused to accept them. 
 



In the June 2001 ruling, the court said that unless an alien could be proven a danger to the community 
or the U.S. national interest, he or she could not be held indefinitely. 
 
The inspector general found that "for those aliens remaining in detention, field office compliance with 
regulatory review requirements was inconsistent." Documents were not always provided and were not 
always timely, the report said, and some offices used incorrect legal standards and outdated materials. 
 
The report found that in the past five years there was a sharp decline in the numbers of detained 
Cubans, Laotians, Cambodians and Vietnamese, reflecting the fact that their countries will not take 
them back. 
 
Most aliens from those countries, which do not have easy relations with the U.S., are released into the 
U.S. unless the government meets strict criteria that would allow them to continue to be held as 
dangerous. 
 
On the other hand, the report found there were higher detention rates for Indians, Haitians, Pakistanis 
and Chinese nationals, due to their home countries being willing to accept them, but only providing 
travel documentation after long delays. 
 
In one example, the report noted that in March 2006 there were 246 Chinese being detained and that by 
June of that year 63 percent, or 156, were still in detention. China had agreed to accept them back but 
then delayed the charter flights several times, the report said. 
 
©2007 The Associated Press 



Inspector Cites Delays in Alien Removals 
By BEVERLEY LUMPKIN, Associated Press Writer 
San Francisco Chronicle 
Monday, March 19, 2007 
 
Due partly to a shortage of federal agents and poor record-keeping, aliens under court order to be 
removed from the country often face unconstitutionally long detentions, an inspector general has 
found. 
 
A report to be released Tuesday by the Homeland Security Department inspector general found that the 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement service is hobbled by outdated databases and inadequate 
staffing in trying to deal with alien removals. 
 
"Cases are not prioritized to ensure that aliens who are dangerous or whose departure is in the national 
interest are removed," Inspector General Richard Skinner wrote in the report, "or that their release 
within the United States is adequately supervised." 
 
Skinner also concluded that there are vulnerabilities in the agency's approach and that it is "not well-
positioned to oversee the growing detention caseload" that will result from the Homeland Security 
Department's emphasis on increasing security on the nation's borders. 
 
"I am very concerned that ICE lacks the personnel and technology to properly track aliens in its 
custody and to make certain that dangerous aliens are removed from the country," said Rep. Bennie 
Thompson, D-Miss., who chairs the House Homeland Security Committee. 
 
A spokesman for the agency, Marc Raimondi, said that while ICE works promptly to remove aliens 
subject to removal orders, many factors, such as noncooperation by aliens, failure of foreign 
governments to issue travel documents, and court-ordered stays or other litigation can delay removal. 
 
Still, Raimondi said, ICE is generally required to release aliens ordered removed if their removal is not 
reasonably foreseeable. 
 
"In its review of ICE practices, OIG determined that ICE complies with the Supreme Court's 
requirements in the vast majority of cases," he said. "The final product reflects ICE's commitment to 
full compliance with applicable legal requirements and offers some constructive recommendations for 
improving ICE practices even further." 
 
Roughly 20 percent of aliens under a final order of removal have been kept locked up past six months, 
the time the Supreme Court ruled in 2001 should be considered reasonable. 
 
Until that ruling, the government would indefinitely detain aliens who were considered dangerous but 
who for various reasons could not be returned to their home countries. Some faced danger there, and 
some home countries refused to accept them. 
 
 



In the June 2001 ruling, the court said that unless an alien could be proven a danger to the community 
or the U.S. national interest, he or she could not be held indefinitely. 
 
The inspector general found that "for those aliens remaining in detention, field office compliance with 
regulatory review requirements was inconsistent." Documents were not always provided and were not 
always timely, the report said, and some offices used incorrect legal standards and outdated materials. 
 
The report found that in the past five years there was a sharp decline in the numbers of detained 
Cubans, Laotians, Cambodians and Vietnamese, reflecting the fact that their countries will not take 
them back. 
 
Most aliens from those countries, which do not have easy relations with the U.S., are released into the 
U.S. unless the government meets strict criteria that would allow them to continue to be held as 
dangerous. 
 
On the other hand, the report found there were higher detention rates for Indians, Haitians, Pakistanis 
and Chinese nationals, due to their home countries being willing to accept them, but only providing 
travel documentation after long delays. 
 
In one example, the report noted that in March 2006 there were 246 Chinese being detained and that by 
June of that year 63 percent, or 156, were still in detention. China had agreed to accept them back but 
then delayed the charter flights several times, the report said. 
 
  



Under fire: Hired hands training foreign police 
By Renae Merle 
The Washington Post 
March 19, 2007 
 
FREDERICKSBURG, Va. — A dozen civilians were sitting in a classroom, listening intently to a 
Marine in combat boots tell them how to survive on the streets of Afghanistan or Iraq. 
 
Violence will happen, no matter what, they are told. Their job is to be prepared. 
 
Rodney Harvey, a former Georgia cop who retired after injuring his knee chasing a drug dealer, 
fidgeted in his chair. "I never did any SWAT thing, combat training," he says later. 
 
Harvey — like the 42-year-old former firefighter from Mississippi and the Texas beat cop in bifocals 
training alongside him — was preparing to move to the front lines of U.S. foreign policy. 
 
Hired by DynCorp International, of Falls Church, Va., they will join the contractors who are the 
mainstay of the U.S. government's attempt to help Iraq and Afghanistan establish functional police 
forces. 
 
Operating under a $1.75 billion contract — the largest the State Department has managed — DynCorp 
trains more police officers than any other U.S. company in these countries. 
 
The firm says it has 700 trainers in Iraq, where it helped train 198,000 Iraqis, and more than 500 in 
Afghanistan, where it helped train 93,000 Afghans. 
 
Growing business 
 
DynCorp got into the police-training business in the mid-1990s, when it was picked by the State 
Department to provide peacekeepers for Haiti. During the next 10 years, assignments took the 
company's hires to Bosnia and East Timor. The contract has ballooned and makes up nearly 40 percent 
of DynCorp's annual revenue. Among its missions: 
 
Iraq: 2003-present; currently 700 trainers. 
 
Afghanistan: 2003-present; currently 543 trainers. 
 
Kosovo: 1998-2004; supplies up to 605 civilian peacekeepers/trainers a year. 
 
Bosnia-Herzegovina: 1996-2002; supplies 200-250 monitors a year. 
 
East Timor: 1999-2004; supplies up to 80 civilian peacekeepers/trainers a year. 
 
Somalia: In early March, awarded a $10 million contract to help equip and provide logistical support to 
international peacekeepers in Somalia. It was not clear if DynCorp employees would work inside 
Somalia under the new contract. 



 
But large regions of both countries face widespread, continuing violence. "If you look at the results, in 
neither country [are] the police functional," said Robert Perito, a senior program officer at the U.S. 
Institute for Peace and a consultant to the bipartisan Iraq Study Group. 
 
In Afghanistan, a November 2006 U.S. government report said the police force was plagued by 
pervasive corruption. In Iraq, members of the overwhelmingly Shiite police force have been involved 
in sectarian violence and embroiled in several scandals. 
 
"The Iraqi forces still suffer from deficiencies of leadership, logistics, intelligence and, in some cases, 
loyalty," Maj. Gen. William Caldwell, the U.S. military's spokesman in Baghdad, said last month. 
 
U.S. officials are beginning to turn their eyes to DynCorp and companies like it and consider whether 
the job of constituting a foreign police force is one for a hired hand. 
 
DynCorp says many concerns about its performance are related to the officers recruited for the Iraqi or 
Afghan police forces, and that is not the company's responsibility. 
 
"We don't control the political situation, the political loyalties of the people," said spokesman Greg 
Lagana. The company has hired a public-relations firm to help deal with the attention. 
 
Perito said one of the knocks on DynCorp, which recruits online and at police conventions and 
depends heavily on word-of-mouth referrals, has been the wide variety in the quality of people it hires 
to be trainers. 
 
Program troubles 
 
Last year, for example, a DynCorp trainer was called back to the United States from Iraq after being 
accused of destroying evidence while he was a Vermont state trooper. 
 
Having the Justice Department manage the program or using an auxiliary force of police officers that 
works directly for the government would be a "more professional and proficient approach," Perito said. 
 
DynCorp defends its recruitment process. Sixty percent of applicants are selected, the company says, 
and some of those fail to make it through either the two weeks of training or the psychological testing. 
The company also attempts to weed out debt-ridden applicants who may be motivated too much by the 
salary, which can top $100,000 a year. 
 
The salary reflects the danger. The company says 21 trainers have been killed in the two countries 
since the program began in 2003. 
 
Although the company tries to hire law-enforcement officers and others who understand dangerous 
situations, recruiting manager Lynn Holland said, the reality in Iraq or Afghanistan is outside the 
experience of almost any U.S. police officer. 
 



"You really don't understand this job unless you can see it, because it's so foreign to anything we do in 
law enforcement," Holland said. 
 
In December, the Iraq Study Group expressed concern about how the program is run, and in January 
the special inspector general for Iraq reconstruction found that oversight was lax, leading to 
unnecessary costs. The special inspector found that the lone officer supervising the Iraq program, who 
had been overseeing DynCorp's police contracts for more than 10 years, had not received proper 
training. 
 
The agency has since established a contracting office that could employ 47 people by the end of the 
year. 
 
The State Department has begun an extensive review of all DynCorp contracts. "We are making every 
effort to recover any overpayments or any payments that are inconsistent with contract terms and 
conditions," said spokeswoman Susan Pittman. 
 
DynCorp has had to pay the U.S. government $600,000 after a subcontractor in 2003 siphoned fuel 
from a DynCorp police-training academy in Jordan. 
 
Meanwhile, the House Armed Services oversight and investigations subcommittee is investigating 
DynCorp's performance as part of its examination of Iraq's security forces. "Private contractors playing 
a role in reconstruction and in training needs to be evaluated. We need data on what works and what 
doesn't," said Rep. Martin Meehan, D-Mass., subcommittee chairman. 
 
DynCorp said it is eager to answer all the questions raised by the inspector general and has acted 
responsibly in carrying out the contract. The company also said it has improved training and 
recruitment. 
 
For instance, after the trainer was called back from Iraq last year, DynCorp began requiring applicants 
to release their personnel files. "We had to ask ourselves, 'How did we miss this?' " Lagana said. 
 
Training days 
 
Training the trainers begins at a facility in wooded areas of Fredericksburg, where lessons in self-
defense and combat maneuvers are accompanied by the almost-constant noise of gunfire. 
 
For two weeks trainers-to-be live together, getting sub sandwiches for lunch and taking classes and 
tests. Dressed in tan uniforms, they practice the "combat shuffle," arms braced to maneuver though 
hostile crowds. 
 
They learn how to fire the M4 carbine they will carry and how not to lose the weapon in a fight. They 
get convoy training, studying how to drive aggressively through traffic to avoid being a target for 
roadside attacks. "Weakness is perceived," said Reggie Ray, 42, a former North Carolina sheriff. "We 
have to look like we're prepared over there." 
 
They also have to find their way out of the woods, literally. 



 
On a recent afternoon, Keith Carson, 46, of Haslett, Texas, looked quizzically at the handheld Global 
Positioning System (GPS) unit he had been issued. 
 
As his colleagues peeled away in search of home base, represented by an orange stick hidden in the 
brush, Carson studied the gadget and adjusted his glasses: "Come on, baby, take me home." He was 
among the last to finish. 
 
Those who make it through the Fredericksburg session are sent to Fort Bliss in El Paso, Texas, for 
three days of cultural and other studies. On arrival in Iraq and Afghanistan, they get a week of 
orientation and briefings from the military and DynCorp. On the job, DynCorp employees are teamed 
with U.S. troops for field training of Iraqi police officers. 
 
The situation on the ground has required adjustments. For example, trainers initially were deployed to 
Iraq without weapons, Lagana said. And to bring them in line with the Iraqis they work alongside 
every day, last year the company banned alcohol. 
 
Washington Post reporter Ernesto Londono contributed to this report. 
 
Copyright © 2007 The Seattle Times Company 



Haiti to Receive Critical Trade Benefits 
The Honorable Charles B. Rangel, Chairman  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Contact: Matthew Beck or J. Jioni Palmer (202) 225-8933  
March 20, 2007  
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - As directed by the Haiti HOPE Act, President Bush today signed a 
proclamation authorizing Haiti to receive critical trade benefits.  Ways and Means Committee 
Chairman Charles B. Rangel, an author and longtime-supporter of the HOPE Act, issued the following 
statement thanking the Administration for its quick implementation:  
 
"The HOPE Act will bring critical trade benefits to the impoverished nation of Haiti and strengthen ties 
between our nations.  I want to thank President Bush, Ambassador Schwab, Ranking Member 
McCrery and all of their staffs for working to get this legislation implemented quickly.  By welcoming 
Haiti into our trading circle, we are making an investment in their future that will only strengthen our 
opportunity and security in the Western Hemisphere."  
 
The Haiti HOPE Act passed Congress in December 2006 as part of a larger package of trade 
legislation.  
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