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DEMOCRACY

18 May 2007

Dear member of Congress:

We, the undersigned organizations and individuais writing today to encourage you to
support House Resolution 241 House Resolution 241 would direct the Unitedesta
Executive Directors at the International Monetawn&, World Bank, and the Inter-American
Development Bank to use the voice, vote, and infteeof the United States itmmediately
cancel Haiti's debtsto those institutions.

We note that the all of these institutions haveady agreed to cancel Haiti’'s debts. They
recognize that Haiti's debt burden is unsustainadoe that the funds used to service this
debt would be better served being used to save &ind educating Haiti's future leaders.
However, under the processes that have been prbptzss will have to wait at least three
years before receiving this debt cancellation h#e¢-year delay means that people will
continue to suffer from lack of access to healtlvises and education budgets will be
strained. The reason for the delay is the insigtdaycthese institutions that Haiti undergo
further policy and structural reform under the feamork of the Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) Initiative.

We ask you to consider the following:

Haiti has been undergoing market oriented struttefarm for over twenty years. Indeed,
Haiti already has the lowest public sector emplaytmate in the Western Hemisphere, as
well as the lowest average tariffs. Less thamtweercent of Haiti’s children are able to

attend public schools, and access to health seanscgeriously restricted.

The lowering of tariffs on agriculture have genedamass displacement in rural areas,
adding pressure on already under-funded publideesyparticularly health and education,

in urban areas. Since 1986, Haiti has averagedahignowth rates afiegativetwo-percent,

so that today eighty-percent of Haiti’s people loreless than $2 a day — fifty percent on less
than $1 dollar a day. In other words the policyrefs that have been mandated in Haiti over
the last twenty years by these same institutions nat worked. What can Haiti gain by
three more years of the same?

Over half of Haiti's current debt to the World BahkiF, and Inter-American Development

Bank (IDB) was accumulated by the Duvalier dictslbhgp and the military juntas that
governed Haiti after his departure. Less thandé@ent of IDB loans and only 35 percent of
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World Bank loans that Haiti is currently being agke pay off were actually distributed to
an elected government.

Haiti will pay $56-70 million a year to service dslo the IDB and World Bank, a total of
$170-200 million over the next three years. Thiequivalent to the annual budgets for
education and health combined (approximately $1B@ma year).

What does three years mean?

The most recent World Health Report (2006) estinhétat Haiti's government spends $10
per capita on health — or $83 million a year. (Th8&. government spends $2,500 per capita
on health.) With this budget, Haiti has 25 dogtdrl nurses, and 1 dentist per 100,000
people. Only 24% of women are accompanied byiaddahealth provider during childbirth
and only 18% of births happen in a health facilifjaiti has the highest HIV/AIDS infection
rate and the lowest coverage of potable waterariittestern Hemisphere. The low levels of
public expenditures on health also means thatces\nearly always require a fee — which
puts even the most basic healthcare out of reattheahajority of Haitians.

As a result, between now and the end of fiscal 2840 in Haiti 90-100,000 children will
die before reaching the age of 11 months and an8d0,000 will die before reaching the
age of 5 years. Haiti’'s under-five mortality r&gel 500% higher than in the United States.
Based on the number of live births in the Uniteat&t each year a comparable under-five
mortality rate would translate into 1.5-1.8 millichildren dying over the same period of
time — 1,600 a day!

Approximately 6,000 women will die during childlirin Haiti between now and October
2010. In the United States, with 35 times the patmn, the total number of deaths will
likely be less than 2,000. At the same maternatality rate as Haiti, nearly 100,000
women would die in the United States during chitidtbover a comparable period.

$180 million will not change all of this overnighBut it could have a dramatic impact now
in extending health services to thousands of people

In conclusion, since the World Bank, IMF, and ID&vk already agreed to cancel Haiti's
debt, and considering that remaining debt senddargely on debts accumulated by former
dictators, we ask you to support House Resolutitihdhd work to ensure that the people of
Haiti are not forced to wait three more years tenee this debt cancellation.

Sincerely,
Quixote Center/Haiti Reborn Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti
Tom Ricker, Co-director Brian Concannon

Jubilee USA Network
Karen Joyner, Communication and Advocacy Coordmato



(Additional organizations— alphabetical)

Alliance for Global Justice
Chuck Kaufman, Director

Campaign for Labor Rights
Jon Hunt, National Coordinator

Delaware County Pledge of Resistangce
Ronald Coburn, MD and Paula Bronstein

Democracy for Haiti
Jean Yves Point-du-Jour, Co-Director,

East Timor Action Network / Madison (Wis.)
Eric Piotrowski, co-coordinator

Ecumenical Program on Central America and
the Caribbean
Scott Wright, Director

Fondasyon Mapou
Eugenia Charles, Executive Director

Guatemala Human Rights Commission/USA
Marty Jordan, Co-Director

Haiti Action Committee
Marilyn Langlois, Volunteer Coordinator
San Francisco Bay Area

Haiti KONPAY
Melinda Miles and Joe Duplan, Co-Directors

Haitian Priorities Project
Jacob Francois, Co-Founder

Haiti Rights Vision (VIDWA)
Anne Sosin, Coordinator

Human Rights Accompaniment In Haiti
Tom Luce, President

Haiti Solidarity Network of the Northeast
Kay Coll, SSJ

Jubilee Northwest Coalition Seattle, WA.
Betsy Bell, Chair and Alice Woldt, Treasurer

Madison Women for Peacea CODEPINK
affiliate (Madison, Wis.)
Diane Farsetta, co-founder,

Marin Inter-Faith Task Force on the Americas
Dale Sorenson, Director

Mennonite Central Committee
Theo Sitther, Legislative Associate for
International Affairs

Mothers on the Move Bronx, NY
Wanda Salaman & Taleigh Smith

Network in Solidarity with the People of
Guatemala
Andrew de Sousa, National Organizer

NY Committee in Solidarity with the People of
El Salvador
Wendy Vasquez

Nicaragua Network
Katherine Hoyt, National Co-Coordinator

Nicaragua-US Friendship Office
Rita Clark, Director

Office of the Americas
Blase Bonpane, Director

Parish Twinning Program of the Americas
Theresa Patterson, Executive Director

Partners In Health
Donna J Barry, NP, MPH, Advocacy and Policy
Manager

Pax Christi Maine and Pax Christi Portland
(ME)
William Slavick

Philadelphia Buddhist Peace Fellowship
Karen A. Wisniewski and Dom Roberti

Portland Peaceful Response Coalition
William R. Seaman

Project 2000 International
Majolie Zephirin, President

Rochester Committee on Latin America

St. Joseph Worker Foundation, Inc.
Jane A. Wildeman, , Founding
Administrative Director,

Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary
The Leadership Council, Monroe, Michigan



TransAfrica Forum
Nicole Lee, Executive Director

Sustainable Organic Intergrated Livelihoods.
Sarah Brownell, Sasha Kramer, and Kevin Foos,
directors

U.S. El Salvador Sister Cities

Venezuela Solidarity Network
Banbose Shango, Regional Coordinator

Visitation Hospital Foundation
Theresa Patterson, Executive Director

Voices for Global Justice
Carlos Alamo-Pastrana, Beth Currans, Oscar Gil,
Mark Schuller, Molly Talcott, and Michele Zimney

War Resisters League
John M. Miller, Treasurer

Washington Office, Preshyterian Church,
(USA)
Rev. Elenora Giddings Ivory, Director

Women's International League for Peace and
Freedom - Haiti Issue Committee
Shirley Pate

World Mission Ministries, Archdiocese of
Milwaukee
Rosemary Huddleston, OP

Individuals (organizations listed for identification
purposes only)

Rev. David Borglum,
Member of Alameda Peace Network & United
Church of Christ

William "Burr" Datz
Director of Leadership Development, Washington
and Lee University

Deborah Dimmett
Community Learning Exchange

Caroline Emmons
St. Francis Xavier Parish in Missoula MT

Vince Gallagher
Pax Christi, Southwest New Jersey Chapter

Carol J. Griesemer
Joplin, MO

Rev. Rich Lang:
Pastor, Trinity United Methodist Church, Seattle,
Wa.

Peter and Gail Mott,
Co-Editors, INTERCONNECT

Peter Mott,
Coordinating Committee, Latin America Solidarity
Coalition

Carolyn S. Scarr, program coordinator,
Ecumenical Peace Institute/Clergy and Laity
Concerned

Robert V. Taylor
Dean of Saint Mark's Episcopal Cathedral, Seattle

Martha J. Wili MD
Peoria, IL

Rev. Ann C. Rogers-Witte,

Executive Minister, Wider Church Ministries,
United Church of Christ, and Co-Executive, Global
Ministries

Rev. David A. Vargas,

President, Division of Overseas Ministries,
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and Co-
Executive, Global Ministries



