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Dear Prime Minister:
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I am writing to express my urgent concern about Ronald Dauphin, a seriously ill man
who has spent five years in Haitian prisons without trial.

I have been informed that a human rights delegation from my home state of California
saw Mr. Dauphin during a visit to the National Penitentiary on April 16™. The delegation
included a nurse and an emergency medical technician, who examined Mr. Dauphin briefly and
concluded that he suffered from multiple serious and perhaps life-threatening health problems.
Mr. Dauphin even lost consciousness during the examination.

Mr. Dauphin’s family and his attorney have tried to obtain adequate medical treatment
for Mr. Dauphin, but the prison authorities have failed to provide authorization. Attorney Mario
Joseph wrote to the headquarters of APENA, the Haitian prison authority on April 23", and
visited on April 24™, 27" and 30™, asking for authorization for a private Haitian doctor to visit
and treat Mr. Dauphin.

Mr. Dauphin was arrested by paramilitary forces on March 1, 2004, without a warrant.
He was charged with participation in the La Scierie massacre in 2005, but on April 13, 2007, the

Appeals Court ordered the Trial Court to correct the “grave procedural errors,

violations of the

right to defense,” and “deplorable thoughtlessness™ of the charging document. For the last two
years, the case has been stuck in legal limbo and has not advanced. It is does not even have a
Trial Court judge assigned to it.



Five years’ imprisonment without trial is a great injustice in itself, but it would be a
tragedy if the prison authority’s failure to provide adequate medical treatment caused the
injustice to become a death sentence. This risk is real; one of Mr. Dauphin’s co-defendants,
Wantales Lormejuste, died in January 2007, of untreated tuberculosis, in the ambulance from the
prison to the hospital.

I respectfully request that you ensure that Ronald Dauphin is immediately transported to
a hospital for a full examination and treatment of his illness. I also respectfully request that you
take all appropriate measures to ensure that Mr. Dauphin is granted pre-trial release from prison,
and his case is either dismissed or promptly brought to trial.

As you know, I am committed to strengthening democracy in Haiti and follow events
there closely, so I would appreciate it if your office would keep me informed about the measures
you have taken in this regard.

Sincerely,
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Maxine Waters
Member of Congress
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[ The Honorable Raymond A. Joseph
Ambassador
Embassy of Haiti
2311 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20008



