
Dear Colleagues: 
 
 Please find below the mainstream news on Haiti for September 7-14, 2006. 
 
The Wayne State University study published in the prestigious British medical journal, The 
Lancet, documenting a brutal and widespread campaign of repression in Port-au-Prince from 
2004-2005, continues to generate controversy. Unfortunately, the controversy surrounds the 
activities of one of the study’s authors, not the study itself. The Lancet is currently investigating an 
alleged conflict of interest by one of the report’s authors. However, The Lancet’s editors defend 
the credibility of the study claiming it had been thoroughly peer reviewed. Charles Arthur of the 
UK-based Haiti Support Group initiated the controversy with his complaints to the British media 
“that the study tried to exonerate Aristide supporters.”   
 
Most striking is the contrast between the sheer lack of mainstream coverage of the report’s 
findings and the more widespread coverage over the ensuing controversy. The AP, Reuters, 
Miami Herald and The Guardian (UK) are all complicit in their biased coverage criticizing former 
President Aristide and Lavalas members and falling silent when credible reports detail violent 
campaigns targeting Lavalas supporters. The UK-based Media Lens highlights this bias in their 
recent September 11 Media Alert“: 

 
So how did the British media, outraged by Aristide’s “despotic“ rule, respond to this 
evidence of a “struggle to survive“? A LexisNexis media database search shows that the 
University of Miami report received literally no coverage in the mainstream press. Not one 
of the journalists in the Independent, the Guardian, the Times and the Telegraph who had 
focused on Aristide’s record drew attention to the findings of the report. 

 
The media reaction to the Lancet report could hardly be more revealing. The report was 
initially covered in a single article by Andrew Buncombe in the Independent on 
September 4 - there were no other mentions in either the American or the UK national 
press. The story was completely ignored by the Guardian, the Observer, the Independent 
on Sunday, the BBC and other media. On September 8, the Guardian finally focused on 
the report, or rather on claims that cast doubt on its credibility.  

 
The Miami Herald published an opinion piece by Ira Kurzban claiming the recent study’s findings 
are proof of a concerted violent campaign waged against poor people, especially Lavalas 
supporters, throughout Gerard Latortue’s interim administration. The Herald then published a 
reply from Latortue refuting, not the gravest allegations, rather the minutiae. Latortue’s response 
is in lockstep with the mainstream media’s (especially the Miami Herald) approach to the “Lancet 
controversy”--covering the controversy, and one of the author’s volunteer work 10 years ago, 
rather than the horrible implications of the study’s findings. 
 
A Reuters interview with World Bank Latin America and Caribbean Director, Caroline Antsey 
contends that a larger UN peacekeeping force is needed and justified on the grounds that it would 
accelerate implementation of aid programs and ensure the safety of development workers by 
allowing access to Cite Soleil and other slums. However, UN peacekeepers have leveled massive 
and deadly assaults on residents of Cite Soleil, without making the area safer for anyone. A 
recent UNICEF press release directly contradicts the World Bank Director’s assessment of the 
situation in Cite Soleil and her prescription for additional UN forces. UNICEF applauds the 
unilateral truce declared by Cite Soleil gangs, following the February elections, allowing aid 
organizations “a window of opportunity…and the area finally became accessible”. UNICEF claims 
success in having vaccinated 20,000 children and 30,000 women in Cite Soleil between March 
and June of this year. “On 14 September, 201 directors of schools in Cité Soleil called a press 
conference to thank UNICEF and IOM for launching the back-to-school campaign” (UNICEF, 19 
September 2006). 
 



UN efforts to demobilize armed gangs is off to a slow start. Three gang members from the Solino 
slum handed over their guns. The Reuters’ “UN troops take Haiti gang area” is an exaggerated 
title given the article describes how UN troops only overtook “a Cite Militaire building that had 
been used as a gang base and a hiding place for kidnap victims”, not a geographically significant 
or heavily populated area as the title would suggest. 
  
U.S. Representative Mark Foley (R-Florida), backed by other Florida congressmen and Barbara 
Lee (D-CA), pushed a bill through the House International Relations committee for a USAID 
program that would recruit Haitian Americans and permanent residents from Haiti to work on 
Haitian education, judiciary and health-care infrastructure programs. The bill also included 
scholarships for Haitian students. The bill is expected to go to the full House for a vote at the end 
of this year. 
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1.  Journal reconsiders article about Haiti rights abuse 
AP 
Miami Herald 
September 9, 2006 
http://www.miami.com/mld/miamiherald/news/world/haiti/15478115.htm 
 
(AP) -- The British medical journal The Lancet is investigating an alleged conflict of 
interest by an author of a report that claims 8,000 people were slain under Haiti's interim 
government. 
 
A critic of the study accused one of the report's authors of being a supporter of former 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, whose ouster following a violent uprising led to the 
installation of the U.S.-backed interim government that ran the country from 2004 to 
2006. 
 
Astrid James, a deputy editor of The Lancet, said Thursday that the journal is 
investigating the allegations ''as quickly as we can'' but still stands by the report, carried 
in the current issue, which also said up to 35,000 women were sexually abused while the 
interim government ruled. 
 



''We're obviously concerned by what we've heard and we're conducting our investigation, 
and we have asked for more information from the authors,'' James said from the journal's 
London headquarters. 
 
AUTHOR'S DEFENSE 
 
The journal began its inquiry after learning that Athena Kolbe, one of two U.S. authors of 
the report, had volunteered in 1995 at an orphanage founded by Aristide and has written 
in various publications in support of Aristide. 
 
Kolbe, whose full name is Athena Lyn Duff-Kolbe, is a researcher at Wayne State 
University in Detroit. She denied any conflict. 
 
''There is no bias whatsoever,'' she said. ``We did absolutely nothing wrong.'' 
 
The report blamed half the killings and rapes on criminals, but said Haitian police and 
anti-Aristide gangs were also involved and that U.N. troops had threatened civilians. The 
study indicated that no killings and few rights abuses were committed by supporters of 
Aristide's Fanmi Lavalas party -- despite claims to the contrary by international and local 
human rights groups. 
 
Kolbe said the report is not suggesting that Lavalas supporters didn't commit killings. 
 
''We know Lavalas supporters and U.N. troops committed killings, but their numbers 
were not broad enough to be detected in the study,'' she said. 
 
SURVEY METHOD 
 
The report used a random sample method to question 5,720 Haitians in Port-au-Prince 
about their experience after Aristide's ouster. 
 
Kolbe said she got to know Aristide when she volunteered 12 years ago at an orphanage 
and has ''very warm feelings'' for the former president. 
 
''That does not by any means mean that I'm a Lavalas supporter,'' she said. 
 
The researcher said she didn't disclose her ties to Aristide with The Lancet, saying ``I 
didn't see it as relevant.'' 
 
2. Haiti survey accused of being soft on Aristide 
08 Sep 2006 
Source: AlertNet 
REUTERS 
  



British medical journal The Lancet is getting a bit of a rapping for publishing a study on 
violence in Haiti without pointing out that a journalist cited in it is also one of its authors, 
writing under a different name.  
 
The report into human rights abuses in the year or so after President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide's removal found that 8,000 people had been murdered and 35,000 women 
sexually assaulted in 22 months. Most of the people surveyed said criminals were 
responsible for the attacks, but Haitian police and opponents of Aristide were also cited, 
and U.N. peacekeepers involved in lesser crimes.  
 
But Haiti solidarity activist Charles Author has written to the Lancet questioning whether 
the report's co-author Athena Kolbe was trusted to write an unbiased report when articles 
she wrote under the name Lyn Duff were favourable to Aristide.  
 
Kolbe insists there was nothing sinister about this - she changed her name when her 
parents divorced.  
 
The report found that while opponents of Aristide's Lavalas Family party were 
responsible for 13 percent of murders, 11 percent of sex attacks and 17 percent of 
kidnappings, Lavalas supporters weren't singled out for any serious crimes.  
 
According to British paper The Guardian, a women's rights organisation in Haiti says 
their experience is that all groups are implicated in violence against women, not just 
Aristide's opponents.  
 
Furthermore, a spokeswoman for the U.N. mission in Haiti told the Guardian she thought 
the findings of the survey by Wayne State University in Michigan sounded a bit 
exaggerated.  
 
According to Kolbe, the survey's findings are being misrepresented. She says that its 
purpose was to look at the broad picture, not to document every single rights abuse.  
 
"We're not exonerating any group," she told AlertNet. She said the survey didn't let 
anyone - including U.N. peacekeepers or Lavalas supporters - off the hook. "In fact, we 
discovered a disturbing number of sexual threats and threats of physical violence by 
Lavalas members."  
 
However, she said that the methodology of the quantitive survey meant they didn't get 
highlighted. "They weren't killing across the area in such large numbers that we picked 
them up," she explained.  
 
"Our type of study can not be used to prove that no violations happened by a particular 
group; it can only be used to show broader patterns of abuse against the populace," Kolbe 
said.  
 



Kolbe has said she hopes the debate about her identity won't eclipse the violence people 
have suffered - and are still suffering - in Haiti.  
 
Lancet editor Richard Horton has defended the study, saying it went through a thorough 
peer review. But they're investigating the complaints.  
 
Ruth Gidley 
AlertNet journalist 
 
3. Lancet caught up in row over Haiti murders  
Duncan Campbell 
Friday September 8, 2006 
The Guardian  
http://www.guardian.co.uk/international/story/0,,1867372,00.html 
 
· Report appeared to clear Aristide camp of blame 
· Magazine investigates 'misleading' study  
 
The Lancet medical journal is investigating complaints that it published a misleading 
account of violence in Haiti that appears to exonerate the supporters of the exiled leader 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide of murder, sexual assaults and kidnapping. 
The report into human rights abuses, carried out by Wayne State University in Michigan, 
found that 8,000 people had been murdered and 35,000 women sexually assaulted in 
Port-au-Prince in the 22 months after Mr Aristide was ousted in 2004. But it found that 
while opponents of Mr Aristide's Lavalas Family party were responsible for 13% of the 
murders, 11% of the sexual assaults and 17% of kidnappings, supporters of Lavalas were 
not implicated in any of them. 
 
Charles Arthur, an author and Haitian solidarity activist in Europe, has written to the 
editor of the Lancet challenging the notion that no Lavalas groups were involved in the 
violence. He said there had been many allegations that all groups, including Lavalas, had 
been involved. 
 
Mr Arthur also said that one of the authors of the report, Athena Kolbe, had previously 
written favourably about Mr Aristide when working as a journalist in Haiti under the 
name of Lyn Duff. The Lancet report quotes articles by Ms Duff without saying that she 
is the same person as Ms Kolbe. 
 
The report identified criminals as the main perpetrators of the violence, but the Haitian 
police and opponents of Mr Aristide were also cited as being responsible for much of it. 
UN soldiers were implicated in lesser crimes. 
 
A women's rights group in Haiti has also protested to the Lancet that the findings run 
counter to all the evidence they have received from rape victims. "We have seen around 
1,000 cases of rape," said Anne Sosin, of Haiti Rights Vision. "What our evidence 
overwhelmingly suggests is that all groups are implicated in abuse against women. It's 



important that scientific journals such as the Lancet are used to hold all perpetrators to 
account for human rights violations and abuses." 
 
Ms Kolbe said this week that she stood by the findings. "I am not a supporter of Lavalas," 
she said. She added that the report indicated that Lavalas Family party supporters had 
been involved in assaults, death threats and other offences, although not in murder and 
rape. 
 
The report does indeed state that "political groups on both sides of the spectrum were 
named as responsible for violent and criminal acts ... Lavalas members and partisans of 
the Lavalas movement were also named as having committed such acts." 
 
Ms Kolbe said she felt that the most important aspect of the research - that there had been 
widespread murder and rape in Port-au-Prince - should not be lost in issues over people's 
past work. 
 
Her colleague, Professor Royce Hutson, also stood behind the report's findings. He said 
that, with hindsight, clarifying that Ms Kolbe and one of her sources were the same 
person might have been advisable. He said they were fully cooperating with the Lancet 
inquiry but were confident there were no issues of conflict of interest. 
 
The UN stabilisation mission in Haiti (Minustah) has also queried the report's findings 
and suggests that the estimate of 8,000 murders is four times higher than its own data 
from human rights organisations on the island. 
 
Speaking for Minustah, Sophie Boutaud de la Combe said the report's conclusions "seem 
exaggerated" and she felt a truer figure would be 2,000. 
 
The publisher of the Lancet, Richard Horton, said the study had come with excellent 
credentials and peer reviews. "It was very thoroughly reviewed by four external 
advisers," he said. 
 
He added that if a journalist quoted in the report was the same person as the academic 
conducting the research he would have expected it to be disclosed and was "dismayed" 
that it had not been. The Lancet is checking that all the correct procedures for the 
research were followed. 
 
It is not suggested that the Lancet report had misreported its findings or that Ms Kolbe 
had any other agenda than the welfare of ordinary Haitians at heart. It is accepted by all 
parties that the study's core findings - that there have been disturbingly high levels of 
violence and sexual abuse in Haiti in that period - are true and need to be urgently 
addressed by the Haitian government and other bodies. 
 
The president of Haiti, René Préval, a former close ally of Mr Aristide, was elected 
earlier this year. Mr Aristide, from whose party Mr Préval distanced himself in the 
election campaign, is in exile in South Africa. 



 
 
4.  Latortue's disturbing legacy 
BY IRA KURZBAN 
Central Valey Times,  
Miami Herald 
Posted on Thu, Sep. 07, 2006 
http://www.centredaily.com/mld/centredaily/news/opinion/15458244.htm  
 
On Feb. 29, 2004, former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide was forcibly removed from 
Haiti by the Bush administration. Several days later, Gerard Latortue was airlifted into 
Haiti and named the prime minister with barely a fig-leaf as a process. Latortue was a 
radio announcer in Boca Raton. 
 
His major qualification, as with many Iraqi advisors to the Bush administration, was his 
strong ties to the U.S. intelligence community and neoconservatives in the White House. 
Having fed the administration what it wanted to hear about how unpopular and dictatorial 
Aristide was in Haiti -- similar to the disinformation campaign waged by Ahmed Chalabi 
regarding Iraq -- the unqualified Latortue was rewarded by being anointed prime 
minister. 
 
Brutal regime 
 
The results of his tenure are now in. A study published this week in The Lancet, the 
respected medical journal of the United Kingdom, scientifically analyzed the brutality of 
the regime. In the last two years, reports have documented the gross human-rights 
violations in Haiti, but these abuses were sadly ignored by most mainstream media. The 
University of Miami School of Law's Center for Human Rights, led by the prominent 
human-rights author and professor Irwin Stotzky, Harvard University's Human Rights 
Clinic and the Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti all detailed executions and 
systematic human-rights violations after Aristide's removal. 
 
The Lancet report, however, confirms everyone's worst suspicions. It concludes that in 
the 22 months after Aristide's removal there were 8,000 murders and 35,000 sexual 
assaults in the greater Port-au-Prince area alone. More than 50 percent of these murders 
were attributed to anti-Aristide and anti-Lavalas factions including armed anti-Lavalas 
groups, demobilized army members and government security forces. 
 
Gangs not guilty 
 
Similarly, almost 30 percent of the sexual assaults were attributed to anti-Lavalas and 
anti-Aristide forces. The remaining murders and sexual assaults were due to common 
criminals or of unknown origin. Although a sustained disinformation campaign by 
Latortue and the Bush Administration claimed that violence was due to Lavalas ''gangs'' -
- the study finds just the opposite. No murders or sexual assaults were attributed to 
Lavalas members or partisans during the 22-month period of Latortue's regime. 



 
As in Iraq, the other lasting legacy of the Bush administration's policies in Haiti has been 
rampant corruption. More than $900 million in aid was provided to the Latortue regime at 
the request of the United States, France and Canada. But no visible major projects 
warranting such huge expenditures have been recorded. In a country where the average 
annual income is less than $350 per year, the newly elected legislature is investigating 
this rampant corruption, including $6 million that disappeared from Latortue's Foreign 
Ministry. 
 
Luxury cars 
 
Latortue also paid a U.S. law firm $250,000 a month retainer solely to bring against 
Aristide a civil suit that was ultimately dismissed. In a parting shot to the Haitian people, 
Latortue awarded himself two new luxury automobiles, which he took to Florida until the 
misappropriation was discovered. 
 
The Bush administration legacy of terminating democracy under Aristide and allowing 
gross human-rights abuses and corruption to fester during Latortue's regime will take 
many decades to reverse. Nor was the administration successful in terminating the 
Haitian people's desire for the return of Aristide, who is as popular as ever in Haiti. 
 
Ira Kurzban was the general counsel for Haiti for 13 years during the governments of 
René Préval and Jean-Bertrand Aristide. 
 
5. Kurzban column gets it wrong 
Miami Herald  
Letters to the Editor 
By Gerard Latortue 
September 9, 2006 
 
I was dismayed and surprised by Ira Kurzban's Sept. 7 Other Views piece, Latortue's 
disturbing legacy, and comments on my tenure as Haiti's interim prime minister during 
the last two years. 
 
The basis for Kurzban's allegations is a now-discredited study published in The Lancet 
and purporting to reflect on the brutality of my government. 
 
A quick search would have revealed that The Lancet, a prestigious British medical 
journal, already is investigating complaints about potential conflicts of interest involving 
the article's author, Athena Kolbe. She is a student at Wayne State University's School of 
Social Work. 
 
Kolbe also has been an employee of former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide at one of his 
centers where street children were alleged to have been trained to terrorize Haitians 
during his regime, often in view of Aristide's police. 
 



Their despicable practices continued under the leadership of Aristide, Kurzban's 
employer. 
 
For obvious reasons, Kolbe used the pseudonym Lyn Duff to sign her article. 
 
Kurzban's piece is simply part of a well-funded pro-Aristide campaign to distort news 
and repair Aristide's reputation. Aristide has the funds to do it. Over the years, he has 
collected more than $10 million from the Haitian treasury, which he left empty.  
 
This is why the lawsuit to look into Aristide's tenure was withdrawn. It has never been 
dismissed by the trial court, as Kurzban alleges. 
 
The $250,000 a month referred to never was paid to the law firm. However, Kurzban has 
already collected. 
 
Finally, even though I have had the honor and the privilege to hold various posts during 
my long career, I have yet to be a ''radio announcer in Boca Raton,'' as Kurzban claimed. 
 
GERARD LATORTUE, Boca Raton 
 
6. INTERVIEW- Larger UN force would help Haiti aid implementation 
14 Sep 2006  
Reuters 
By Gilbert Le Gras 
http://www.alertnet.org/thenews/newsdesk/SP106608.htm 
 
 
SINGAPORE, Sept 14 (Reuters) - Haiti would benefit from faster implementation of its 
aid programmes if it were assigned a larger U.N. peacekeeping force to ensure the safety 
of development workers, a top World Bank official said on Thursday. In August the 
United Nations renewed the mandate of its peacekeeping force for six months at its 
current size of about 9,000 soldiers and police despite U.N. Secretary General Kofi 
Annan's call for a 12-month extension. 
 
"That is very much on the low side for U.N. peacekeeping forces when you look across 
the spectrum of the world and I think donors have recognised that, without that security-
development nexus, you're not going to get progress," said the World Bank's Latin 
America and Caribbean director, Caroline Anstey. 
 
Troop and police contributions are typically determined by donor countries' foreign and 
defence ministries while aid funding is approved by finance and development officials, 
and coordination is sometimes lacking, she said. 
 
"We need to bring those together so security and development can go hand in hand so, for 
example, we can go into Cite Soleil and do development projects," Anstey said in 



reference to the most dangerous shanty town in the Caribbean country of 8.6 million 
people. 
 
"It's very hard for development institutions and NGOs to deliver cleaner water, clean 
streets, sanitation in areas that are insecure," she added. 
 
On Monday U.N. troops took over several slums in Port-au-Prince that had been held by 
armed gangs believed to be loyal to former president Jean-Bertrand Aristide, who was 
forced from power in February 2004. 
 
A meeting of 26 donor countries and agencies in July topped up and extended the two-
year-old International Cooperation Framework (ICF) with $750 million for 13 more 
months after the original $1.1-billion ICF expired, well beyond Haitian President Rene 
Preval's request for $500 million. 
 
"If you look back five years, 10 years, 15 years, there was a tendency for donors to come 
in with competing programmes draped in national flags, a lot of overlap, a lot of lack of 
coordination," Anstey said. 
 
"Three years ago Haiti barely had a budget. Now it has a budget, it's on time, it's 
transparent. We, the World Bank, helped set up a civil society monitoring mechanism to 
make sure that transparency exists and I think the government has done a lot to put 
together an economic governance reform agenda," she added. 
 
7. UN troops take Haiti gang area 
By Joseph Guyler Delva 
Reuters 
September 12, 2006  
 
UN troops have taken over several areas that had been held by illegally armed gangs in 
the volatile slums of the Haitian capital, according to a UN official who pledged to bring 
gang leaders to justice. 
 
UN Special Envoy Edmond Mulet said some of the 9000 UN peacekeepers sent to 
stabilise the troubled Caribbean country had been moved from calm provincial cities and 
redeployed to surround gangs and block their getaways in hot spots around the capital of 
Port-au-Prince. 
 
"We began to surround the bandits who control Cite Soleil and other neighboring slums," 
Mr Mulet told Reuters in an interview. 
 
"These criminals are wanted by the police and they will have one day or another to face 
justice," warned Mr Mulet. "They should know that we are progressing and we are going 
to nab them." 
 
UN troops had conducted operations in Cite Militaire and other neighbourhoods near the 
country's most dangerous shantytown of Cite Soleil, in the metropolitan area. They set up 



32 new checkpoints in parts of the capital where armed gangs were forced to flee for their 
lives, Mr Mulet said. 
 
"We have taken over some of the territories occupied by the bandits," including a Cite 
Militaire building that had been used as a gang base and a hiding place for kidnap 
victims, he said. 
 
Several armed groups are believed to be loyal to former President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, 
who was forced from power in February 2004 by an armed rebellion and by pressure 
from the United States and France. UN peacekeepers were deployed four months later to 
stabilize the impoverished country. 
 
Some gang members said their movement was politically motivated and rejected 
accusations they were bandits. 
 
"We are not criminals, we are political militants who had to take up weapons to defend 
ourselves," said gang leader William Baptiste, known as Ti Blan. 
 
UN officials said gang leaders who committed atrocities against innocent citizens will be 
considered criminals. 
 
"If someone kidnaps for economic ransom, kill, shoot at innocent victims, I don't see any 
political motivation behind that," said Mr Mulet. 
 
He said UN forces continue to come under attack from recalcitrant gangs, and called on 
gang members to immediately surrender their weapons.  
 
8. Three gang members surrender weapons 
By Stevenson Jacobs  
The Associated Press  
South Florida Sun Sentinel 
September 12, 2006  
  
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti · Three gang members surrendered their guns Monday in the 
first handover of weapons in a U.N.-led effort to disarm hundreds of Haitian criminals. 
 
The men held the guns above their heads as they approached Brazilian peacekeepers to 
the cheers of supporters during the handover ceremony in the gritty Port-au-Prince slum 
of Solino. They agreed to disarm after peacekeepers promised they would not be arrested. 
  
Haiti's government and U.N. peacekeepers are trying to persuade up to 1,000 gang 
members to lay down their arms with offers of money, food and job training. 
 
The impromptu ceremony marked the start of what officials acknowledge will likely be a 
lengthy campaign to disarm the gangs, which are blamed for a recent wave of shootings.  
 
9. Foley's Haiti bill gets out of committee 



By Christine Grimaldi 
Palm Beach Post Washington Bureau 
Thursday, September 14, 2006 
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/politics/content/nation/epaper/2006/09/14/a12a_foley_09
14.html 
 
WASHINGTON — Some Haitian-Americans may soon receive a paycheck from the 
federal government to aid in the revitalization of their homeland under a bill passed by a 
House committee Wednesday. 
 
The bill by U.S. Rep. Mark Foley, R-Fort Pierce, would recruit U.S. citizens and 
permanent residents of Haitian descent to help revitalize Haiti's fledging education, 
judiciary and health-care infrastructure. Participants could spend as long as three years 
there and would receive a salary and housing stipend for their services. 
 
The program would run under the auspices of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development. 
 
House International Relations Committee members unanimously approved the bill after 
adding a program that would provide scholarships to talented Haitian students. 
 
The scholarships would be granted as loans, although complete loan forgiveness could be 
obtained if the student returned to Haiti to aid in the revitalization process. 
 
Co-sponsors of the bill include Reps. E. Clay Shaw Jr., R-Fort Lauderdale; Robert 
Wexler, D-Delray Beach; and Corrine Brown, D-Jacksonville. 
 
"The only holdup was that the politics of Haiti bled into the process," said Foley 
spokesman Jason Kello, noting that the bill has been in the works for about 2 1/2 years. 
 
"With a newly democratically elected government, we've been able to see movement on 
the legislation." 
 
Foley's office expects the bill to be up for a full House vote before the end of the year. 
 


