
The U.S. commissioned Gallup Polls on Haiti, both before and after the 2000 elections. The
polls before predicted the Fanmi Lavalas landslide with fair accuracy, and were consequently
never made public. Subsequent polls asking voters whether the candidates they voted for won
confirmed the official election votes, and were also kept secret. For example, participants in the
March 2002 survey were asked whether the candidate they voted for in the last legislative
election got elected (table 37). 38% did not respond for one reason or another. Of those who
responded, 68% said yes,32%o said no, which is pretty close to the official results. When asked
whether they would vote the same way again, most did not respond,but 560/o of those who
responded said yes, which is pretty high marks considering the embargo and the country's
financial situation.

For the Presidential elections, only 24Yo of those surveyed said they did not vote, which is
consistent with the official election figures (and a massive participation, by US standards). Of
those who replied yes or no,74o/o said they voted for President Aristide.

The March 2002 poll asked the question "What political party do you sympathize with or belong
to" (table 39).41% of the respondents did not give an answer, probably wary of foreign-
sponsored polls. 37Yo of those asked identified Fanmi Lavalas, which is a significant number,
but this is 6l.6Yo of those who responded. The next most popular party,the U.S. supported
Convergence Democratique, was named by 8% of those asked (13% of those who responded).

Although FL's numbers were strongest among the poor, rural residents and women, they had a
strong lead in each one of the 19 subcategories (the polls was broken down by region, gender,
age, education and economic situation). FL had similarly high affiliation numbers in polls
commissioned in 2000 and 2001 (f,.27).

The polls also asked "who would you say is the national leader or individual in Haiti that you
most trust" (table 34). In the3102 poll President Aristide was listed by 33% of all of those asked,
but as 46% did not respond, President Aristide was listed by 6l% of all respondents. His next
closest competition was Convergence leader Gerard Gourgue, withzyo of those asked (3.7% of
respondents). The same question was asked five months and one year after the May 2000
elections, and Aristide had even higher numbers, 50o/o and 600/o of all asked, respectively (page
37). I don't know how many declined to respond in the earlier surveys.
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