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Fall Newsletter 2009 

 

Letter from the Director  

 

Dear Friends, 
 

In 2009, we won several historic victories for Haiti’s poor. In Haiti, we took advantage of 
relative political stability and renewed international attention to move legal cases forward and 
launch two new projects. In the U.S., we took advantage of the opportunities of new 
leadership in Washington to secure the cancellation of $1.2 billion in Haiti’s multilateral debt 
and help obtain a moratorium on deportations of Haitians in the U.S. The Bureau des Avocats 

Internationaux (BAI) and the Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti (IJDH) received 
recognition for our leadership in 2009, including two prominent human rights awards.  
  
This year, the BAI and IJDH were able to expand to serve even more Haitians suffering from 
human rights violations. We scaled up our Human Rights in Prisons Project (HHRPP) – an 
innovative legal and medical collaboration between IJDH, BAI, Partners in Health (PIH, 
founded by IJDH Board Member Paul Farmer) and the Harvard School of Public Health. Our 
demonstrated success with this project and others has allowed us to attract additional funding 
and quadruple our Haiti legal staff. This expansion is fulfilling our dream of creating a corps of 
trained, motivated Haitian human rights lawyers.       
 

We are proud of our successes, but none of it would have been possible without our 
collaborators. We claim very few accomplishments as exclusively our own and recognize that 
each of our victories resulted from working with organizations in Haiti and the U.S., as well as 
individual clients, activists, students, lawyers, volunteers, and supporters, including you. As 
Haitians say, men anpil, chay pa lou (“many hands makes the load light”). Together we have 
worked to strengthen the rule of law and open the doors of justice for Haiti’s poor – a proven 
solution to many of Haiti’s chronic problems. 
   
We call on our network throughout the year to take action and write letters or make phone 
calls, but right now we need your financial support. Over 50% of our annual budget comes 

directly from private individual donors like you. With your continued support, we will 
continue fighting for justice on behalf of Haiti’s poor in 2010. Know that your gift – in any 
amount – makes a concrete difference. A donation of just $200 will put a lawyer in the 
prisons for a whole week providing representation to those who would otherwise have no one 
to help them.  
 

Thank you for making our work possible this year and for your ongoing support, in all the 
forms it may take: contributing financially, participating in action alerts, talking to others about 
the need for our work or keeping us in your prayers. 
 

Peace and Justice, 
 

 
 
Brian Concannon Jr., Esq., Director 

!

 
BAI’s client “Sea,” 
suffered a stroke in 
prison, which paralyzed 
the left side of his body. 
BAI lawyers first saw 
him as he dragged 
himself across the 
prison yard with one 
arm. BAI worked with 
doctors from Partners 
in Health to prepare a 
report and convince the 
prosecutor to dismiss 
the charges. Had BAI 
not taken his case, Sea 
would still be suffering 
in prison, and facing at 
least 6-12 months 
waiting for a trial. 

 

Political opponents 
raped “Marie” in 1993. 
She fled to the U.S. 
with her young 
children, but because of 
a technicality, never 
obtained official U.S. 
residency. Marie’s 
health is failing and she 
could not survive in 
Haiti. She, along with 
her two young 
daughters, both 
excellent students, 
faced deportation to 
Haiti. With IJDH’s 
help, Marie obtained 
political asylum, 
allowing her and her 
daughters to remain in 
the U.S. permanently. 



Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti • PO BOX 745 • Joseph, Oregon 97846 • www.ijdh.org • 541-432-0597 

 

2009 Overview – 2010 Preview 
 

We stand with Haiti’s poor in their struggle for justice. 
Thanks to the support of our network of sponsors, advocates and collaborators, the Institute for Justice & 
Democracy in Haiti (IJDH) and the Bureau des Avocats Internationaux (BAI), were able to help Haiti’s poor make great 
strides in their fight for justice in 2009. In fact, 2009 was one of our most successful years ever and we will carry the 
momentum into 2010 as we continue to fight. Some highlights include: 
 

! Debt Cancellation for Haiti 
Haiti’s government had been diverting $1 million a week from its treasury to the World Bank and other public 
international financial institutions, to repay loans that were mostly given to past dictators. IJDH joined with other 

organizations fighting for cancellation of this unjust debt by writing Op-Eds, 
press releases and action alerts, preparing campaign materials and providing 
Congressional briefings, leadership and legal analysis. On June 30, the Banks 
announced the cancellation of over $1.2 billion in debt, freeing up that $1 
million/week for healthcare, schools, and other national priorities. In 
2010, IJDH and BAI will work with grassroots groups to ensure that the newly 
available funds will benefit Haiti’s poor majority.    
 
 

! Scaled-up Health and Human Rights in the Prisons Project  
BAI and IJDH teamed up with Haiti-based Zanmi Lasante (ZL), Boston-based Partners In Health (PIH) and the 
Harvard School of Public Health’s Francois-Xavier Bagnaud Center for Health and Human Rights (FXB) to fully 
launch the Health and Human Rights in Prisons Project (HHRPP). HHRPP combines the organizations’ expertise in law 
and healthcare to reduce prison overcrowding and provide direct legal and medical services to prisoners in Haiti, 
over 80% of whom have not been convicted.  
 
In 2009, together with our partners, we: conducted a prison census in the three 
pilot locations; provided medical screening and treatment to over 400 
prisoners; and secured freedom for ten prisoners held illegally.  The BAI hired 
two new Haitian lawyers, and is training them to lead Haiti’s next 
generation of human rights lawyers.  
 
IJDH and BAI also partnered with the New Media Advocacy Project (N-Map) to 
produce a series of advocacy videos based on HHRPP that will be used in court, 
on the internet and in presentations to Haitian and international officials. Some 
videos will advocate on behalf of individual prisoners, while others will address 
systemic problems. 
 

! Fair Treatment for Haitians in the U.S. 
IJDH worked for fair treatment for Haitians in the U.S. through two initiatives, the Stop Deportations Now! Campaign, 
and the Haiti Asylum Information Project (HAIP). Stop Deportations Now! led to the de facto suspension of all non-
criminal deportations to Haiti in early 2009. We are generating an increasingly successful mobilization for 
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for the 30,000 Haitians in the U.S. subject to final deportation orders, by 
gathering support from major newspaper editorial boards, immigration groups and several prominent members of 
Congress.  

 
IJDH provided assistance for Haitians fleeing political persecution through the HAIP. 
IJDH testified in asylum cases, and provided asylum lawyers in the U.S. and Canada the 
advice and country-condition information they need to prepare effective cases. IJDH 
redesigned and updated the HAIP section of our website with additional information on 
country conditions and case law and added a special section on violence against women.  
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! Launch of Human Right to Education Project 
The Human Right to Education Project (HREP)’s innovative lawsuit on behalf of the 50% of Haitian children who 
cannot go to school is moving forward. In 2009, BAI and IJDH finished the legal research for the case, hired a 

Haitian lawyer to staff the case full-time, and developed an action plan for the legal and 
advocacy components. We plan to file our trial court complaint by March 2010. In 
addition to pursuing the legal case, we will insert the students’ exclusion from school 
into the debates for Haiti’s 2010 Presidential elections and help our clients organize to 
pressure the government to invest in 
education.  
 

In 2009, BAI joined other Haitian 
organizations in Haiti’s Education for All Campaign, which applies political 
pressure for universal education. BAI contributes legal and strategic advice 
to the campaign, and issued a press release in connection with the 
campaign’s week of action in April 2009. 
 

! Litigation Successes 
After 5 ! years, all chargers were formally dismissed against former political prisoner and Prime Minister 
Yvon Neptune. In September 2009, the Haitian government finally served the April 2007 appeals court decision in 
Mr. Neptune’s case. This is the Haitian government’s first step at respecting the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights (IACHR) June 2008 decision in the case of Yvon Neptune v. Haiti, finding that the Haitian State had violated 
the human rights of Mr. Neptune, IJDH’s client. The movement on Mr. Neptune’s case followed several months of 
advocacy seeking enforcement of the IACHR judgment, and building moral and political pressure on the Haitian 
government.  
 
This year, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights renewed its pursuit of the case of grassroots 
activist Jimmy Charles, murdered in police custody in 2005. The original petition was filed by BAI and IJDH 
in January 2006. IJDH and BAI conducted additional investigations and submitted supplementary information to 
the Commission, which is currently preparing its decision on the merits.  
 

! Creation of the Lawyers Committee for Justice in Haiti 
In January 2009, IJDH and BAI created the Lawyers Committee for Justice in Haiti (LCJH), 
which brings the expertise, resources and idealism of lawyers in the United States to the 
fight to establish the rule of law in Haiti and to make the justice system work for Haiti’s 
poor. LCJH members provide financial support, policy advocacy and where appropriate, 
pro-bono legal services. IJDH and BAI continue to work with several law school clinics. 
In 2009, we trained lawyers and law students from Haiti, the U.S. and France. 
 
 

! Recognition  
In 2009, IJDH and BAI were recognized for their leadership in using the law to empower victims of human rights 
violations to seek and win justice. Mario Joseph received the 2009 Catherine and George Alexander Human 
Rights Prize from Santa Clara University Law School, and IJDH and BAI shared the 2009 Judith Lee Stronach 

Human Rights Prize from the Center for Justice & Accountability. IJDH’s 
Brian Concannon was invited to speak at a forum on Haiti at the John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library, along with Dr. Paul Farmer, actor Matt Damon, 
and State Representative Linda Dorcena Forry. IJDH and BAI kept human 
rights in Haiti on the world’s radar screen, through appearances on television 
and radio, quotations in print media, and their own Op-Eds and legal analyses 
published in newspapers and websites around the world. In 2010, we will 
continue to lead the discussion on a more just and prosperous future for Haiti.  
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IJDH/BAI Staff 
 

 

 

 
 

Brian Concannon, Jr. Mario Joseph  Bazelais Thévenot  Ouvens Jean Louis Cliford Frederic  
IJDH Director  BAI Managing   BAI Staff Attorney BAI Staff Attorney BAI Staff Attorney 
   Attorney  
 

     

 Staff Update 

 
Robert Jean  Blaine Bookey  Marcy Strazer        Steve Forester 
BAI Grassroots Legal Fellow  Administrative        Director, Stop  
Coordinator     Consultant        Deportations Now! 

!

!

 

IJDH Board of Directors!
 
Brian Concannon, Jr., Esq., IJDH Director. 
 
Dr. Paul Farmer, MD, Ph.D., founder of Partners in Health, Professor at 
Harvard Medical School, and Deputy UN Special Envoy to Haiti.  
 
Laura Flynn, MFA, self-employed author, teacher, and activist and co-
founder of the Bay Area Haiti Action Committee.  
 

Ira Kurzban, Esq., attorney with Kurzban, Kurzban, Weinger & Tetzeli 
and Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of Miami and Nova 
Southeastern University.  
 
Bryan Stevenson, Esq., Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative 
of Alabama and Clinical Professor at NYU Law School.  
 
Irwin Stotzky, Esq., Professor of Law and Director of the Center for the 
Study of Human Rights at the University of Miami. 
 
IJDH bids a fond farewell to out-going Board Member, Judy Prosper, Esq., and thanks her for four years of 
dedicated guidance and service.  

 
“I believe that IJDH, as small as it is, offers 
something important to Haitians who 
continue, amazingly, to believe in and struggle 
for genuine democracy and for human rights 
that are meant for all humans. To build a 
justice system that works for the Haitian poor 
rather than against them will require precisely 
the sort of pragmatic solidarity embraced by 
IJDH.”  

– Dr. Paul Farmer 

 

  

   

   

We are excited to welcome 
additions to our BAI staff: 
Haitian lawyers Bazelais 
Thévenot and Ouvens Jean 
Louis, U.S. Legal Fellow Blaine 
Bookey and Grassroots 
Coordinator Robert Jean.  

We are sad to say goodbye to 
Development Directors Monica 
Bernardo and Ross MacDonald, 
but thankful for their 
contributions to our work. 
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Financial Report 
 

Fiscal Year 2009 (April 1, 2008—March 31, 2009) 

 
IJDH has been blessed with wonderful supporters, from intrepid foundations willing to invest in Haiti 
work to generous lawyers hosting fundraisers in their offices to idealistic kids running bake sales and 
lemonade stands.  We never forget that it is our donors’ sacrifices that allow us to do our work, and we 
strive every day to turn this support into tangible justice for Haiti’s poor. 
 
 

 

 

Special thank you to our collaborators 
 

American Association of Jurists 
Bay Area Haiti Action Network 
Center for Economic and Policy Research 
Center for Human Rights & Global Justice New   
  York University School of Law 
Center for Justice & Accountability 
Center for Law and Global Justice, University of  
  San Francisco School of Law 
Center for Social Justice, Seton Hall University  
  School of Law 
Center for the Study of Human Rights, University  
  of Miami Law School 
Francois-Xavier Bagnaud Center for Health and  
  Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health 
Haiti Reborn Campaign 
 
 

 
Hastings to Haiti Partnership, University of  
  California Hastings College of the Law 
Human Rights Program, Harvard University 
Inspire 
International Senior Lawyers Project 
Jubilee USA Network 
National Lawyers Guild 
New Media Advocacy Project 
Partners in Health/Zanmi Lasante 
Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for Human    
  Rights  
School of International and Public Administration,  
  Columbia University 
TransAfrica Forum 
U.S. Human Rights Network 

 

 

Individ-

uals; 54% Founda-

tion 

Grants; 

42% 

Charitable 

and Other 

Profess-

ional 

Organiza-

tions; 3% 

Law 

Firms and 

Other 

Business-

es; 0.7% 

Income: $263,067 

 

Salaries 

(Staff, 

Lawyers, 

Develop-

ment 

Director 

and Other 

Consul-

tants); 

65% 

Office 

Expenses; 

29% 

Travel 

Expenses; 

6% 

Expenses: $243,831 
(IJDH and BAI) 
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Foundations 

The Firedoll Foundation 

Fred & Mabel R. Parks    

  Foundation 

Larson Legacy Foundation 

Public Welfare Foundation 

Sisters of St. Francis of  

  Philadelphia 
 

Individuals 
$20,000+ 
Albert & Diane Kaneb 

Ira Kurzban 
 

$5,000—$19,999 
Ed & Kathleen O’Dea Kelly 

Regan Remillard  

  

$1,000—$4,999 
Boies, Schiller & Flexner 

Church of St. Joan of Arc,       

  Justice Fund Committee 

Hope & John Comerford 

John Duff & Melissa    

  Wender  

Robin Dumas 

Jordan Fletcher 

Amy Flynn 

Laura Flynn 

Aaron Goldberg  

Haiti Solidarity Network of  

  the Northeast 

William & Deborah Kopacz 

Benjamin Litman 

Michael Ratner & Karen  

  Ranucci           

Christopher & Judith Reilly  

Jason Ricci 

Margaret Satterthwaite 

Carol & Robert Strazer 

Leila Yassa & Dave Mendels 

 

$500—$999 

Leslie Fleming 

Neil Froemming & Sara  

  Satterthwaite 

Vincent & Catherine   

  Gallagher 

Joan & Alfred Goldberg 

Steven & Linda Boise  

  Goldberg 

Thomas Griffin 

Lucas Guttentag & Deborah  

  Smith 

Julie Hoover & Serge  

  Lafontant 

Kozyak Tropin  

  Throckmorton 

Marilyn Langlois 

Peter & Gail Mott   

New Jersey Forum for  

  Human Rights 

Bernadette & Andre Pierre 

Ellen Powers & Rod Taylor 

William & Debra Dupre  

  Quigley 

Nancy Reimer 

Father Gene Squeo 
 

$100—$499 
Mario Arguelles 

Michael Avery 

Thomas Balmer & Mary  

  McClintock 

Baraka Productions 

Lina Barrantes 

Linda & Robert Barrett 

Father James Barry 

Dan Beeton 

Thomas & Emily Benner 

Richard & Cathleen Bernard 

Monica Bernardo & Ross  

  MacDonald  

Caroline & Sean Bettinger- 

  Lopez 

Carolyn Patty Blum & Harry  

  Chotiner 

Conor Bohan 

Diana Bohn 

Blaine Bookey 

Paul Boylan 

Jason & Amy Broussard – 

  Corral  

Nathalie Cadet-James 

William & Mary B. Carry  

Peter Chamberlain  

Elizabeth Chace & Roberval  

  Oliveira  

Lisa Elaine Cleary 

Lillian Sandra Coliver 

Brian & Rose Anne  

  Concannon 

W. Scott Cramer 

Diana Cumming & Keith  

  Liuzzi 

Ronald Daniels 

Steven & Laurie Kaye Davis 

Joan Dayan 

Elizabeth Defeis 

DeLeon & Nestor,  

  Attorneys at Law 

Raymond & Lynn DeSutter 

Jeron Donalds 

Anthony Draye 

Caroline Durocher 

Joan Yasui & Chris Emerson 

Employment Practices  

  Group 

Catherine Clare & Howard  

  Fifer 

George Friemoth & Dale  

  Sorenson 

Linda Dorcena & William  

  Forry 

Maria Concetta Grifoni 

Erin Halligan-McCaleb 

Peter Hallward 

Johanna Harman 

Briana Holmes 

Mary Holper 

Philip & Audrey Huffman  

John & Maureen Hurley 

James & Heather Johnson- 

  Tracey 

Gerald & Christine Kehoe 

Kevin & Annmarie  

  Kenneally 

Ed & Ann Tiffany Kinane  

Amy Kloempken 

Sandra Lespinasse 

Richard & Rita Lipsitz 

Reverend John Martin 

Harris Matarazzo 

Paul McCarthy 

Anthony McElfresh 

Gregory Mowe 

Katherine Murphy  

Smita Narula 

Jeff & Rita Nohner 

Karis North 

John O’Brien 

Thomas Palmer & Ellen  

  Lebowitz 

Sidney & Louise Peck 

Patricia Polowy 

Paul & Theresa Raymond 

Martha Rayner 

Richard & Mary Renehan 

Anne Richter 

Steven Rosales 

Lawrence Rosenberg & 

  Judith Somberg 

Robert Roth & Judith Lerner 

SA Kosokoff 

Father Patero Sabune, 
Christian Ministry & Services 

Emily Schmidt 

Susan Scott 

William Seaman 

Kevin Shambrook  

Carolyn Sonfield       

Michael Sorgen 

Clay Steinman 

John Steinmeyer 

Bradford & Anne Stephens 

Dale & Esther Stitt 

Heather & David Stoelting 

Adam Todd Stofsky 

Lewis Tein 

Richard & Elizabeth Vanden  

  Heuvel   

Anurag & Monika K. Varma 

Jennifer & Brian Vosburgh 

Victoria Wake 

Robert C. Weaver Jr. 

Michael Weinberg  

Monna Wejrowski  

Angela Wesley 

Western New York Peace  

  Center 
 

To $99 
Nathaniel Barksdale 

Linda & Robert Barrett  

Iris Biblowitz 

Rick Bombaci 

Heather Brady 

Sheila Brady 

Bradley Colmer 

Mary Estelle Darragh 

Stanlynn Daugherty 

Anthony Dimperio 

Matthew Donlan 

Tom Driver & Sandra Duffy 

Thomas Dumas 

Maxine & Richard Eggerth 

Louis Facchino 

Dan Falco 

M. Geron Gadd 

Margarita Gonzalez 

Stella Gould 

Mary Griesedieck & Jack  

  Sperling 

Denise Gums 

Polly Halfkenny 

Robert Heaney 

Michele Hehn 

Charles Hinton 

Mary & Steven Hull 

Nyasha Karimakwenda   

Kristin Kaul 

Joanne Koslofsky 

Erika Kreider 

Martha Lewin & John Egan 

Christopher Larson 

Michael Levy 

Carl Lindskoog 

Jean Lovely 

Louise Lynch 

Alan Margoles & Cheryl   

  Speeter 

Scott & Ladine Marquardt 

Stewart Mathison 

Catherine Matthias &  

  Stewart Jones 

Daniel Mayfield 

William Mears 

Peter & Solveig Nilsen- 

  Goodin 

Sister Rita Mary Olszewski 

Joseph & Mary Palen 

Pax Christi Virginia 

Catherine Podojil 

Mary Louise Ryder-Larkin &  

  Thomas Larkin 

Ann Schneider 

Maria Truskier 

Roshanthi & Ranjeewa  

  Weerasinghe 

Exileine Samedi 

Ann Schneider 

Mark Schultz 

Sarah Sherman-Stokes 

Rudy Simons 

David Takacs & Lawrence  

  Carbone 

Vered Tsarfaty 

Joyce Wallace 

Nicholas Wellington 

Maryann Zavez 

Susan Zeiger 
 

Interns/Fellows 
Chinwe Acholonu 

Michele Augustine 

Pooja Bhatia, Esq. 

Will Conquer 

Suzanne Descopain 

Katy Glen 

Kara Grant 

Conor Johnson 

Tad Gondai 

Sheila Hustings 

Jeffrey Kaloustian 

Jo Koh 

Fendy Mesy 

Jessica Morreale 

Emily Schmidt 

Emily Wick 
 

Volunteers 
Corinne Clavé, Av. 

Mary B. Fort 

Chris Geyer 

Tom Glaisyer 

Alex Goodell 

David Smart, Esq. 

Michael Sorgen, Esq. 

Anne Stephens 

Christophe T’Sas, Av. 

IJDH Donors (April 1, 2008 - March 31, 2009) 
!


