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DOCUMENTS AND INFORMATION YOU NEED TO APPLY FOR HAITIAN TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS (TPS)
TPS is a special temporary immigration status that allows certain Haitians to live and work in the U.S. for 18-months without fear of deportation.  TPS is only for Haitians who were living in the U.S. on or before January 12, 2010.  YOU MUST APPLY FOR TPS BY JULY 19, 2010.  IF YOU MISS THIS DEADLINE, YOU WILL NOT BE GIVEN TPS NOW OR IN THE FUTURE.  There are some limited exceptions, but our best advice:  APPLY NOW.  
Florida Immigrant Advocacy Center (FIAC), Catholic Legal Services, and other respected organizations have Legal Clinics where you can get FREE legal help to apply for TPS.  If you would like to go to a TPS Legal Clinic, please complete the form “Application for Legal Assistance for Haitian TPS.”  You will be scheduled for a legal clinic appointment as soon as possible.  

At the TPS Legal Clinic, we will assist you to fill-out the required application forms for TPS registration, make sure that you have all of the required documents, and, most importantly, make sure that you are eligible for TPS.  Not everyone who is Haitian is eligible for TPS.  If you apply for TPS and you are not eligible for TPS, you are putting yourself at risk of deportation.
Each person who wants TPS must file their own TPS application.  If you have children who need TPS, they must file their own applications, and they should come to the TPS Legal Clinic with you. Children do not automatically get TPS if their parents receive TPS.  
AM I ELIGIBLE FOR TPS?
To be eligible for TPS, you must:

· Be a citizen of Haiti (you were either born in Haiti or have at least one parent who was born in Haiti)
· Have arrived in the U.S. before January 12, 2010

· Have continued to live in the U.S. after January 12, 2010

· Have NOT been convicted of any felony (please see TPS Checklist for more information)
· Have NOT been convicted of two or more misdemeanors (please see TPS Checklist for more information)
**There may be other reasons that you are not eligible for TPS.  We will ask you more questions at your TPS Legal Clinic Appointment.
WARNING ABOUT TRAVEL
If you travel outside the U.S., you may not be allowed to return to the U.S. ever!  People with TPS can apply for permission to travel outside the U.S. (called “Advance Parole”), however, traveling outside the U.S. is VERY RISKY.  If you have been in the U.S. without status for more than six months (either because you entered illegally or you overstayed the time you were permitted to remain in the U.S.) or if you have been given a removal order or deportation order, there are legal bars that will prevent you from returning to the U.S. or from being able to get permanent status in the U.S. for years or forever.  This is true even if you are given TPS and Advance Parole.  Be aware that many people do not realize that they have removal orders against them or other problems that will prevent them from being allowed to return to the U.S.  Our best advice is:  DO NOT TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE U.S.

THE LIST OF DOCUMENTS YOU MUST BRING TO YOUR APPOINTMENT IS ON THE BACK OF THIS SHEET!


TPS CHECKLIST
WHAT DOCUMENTS DO I NEED TO BRING TO MY TPS LEGAL CLINIC APPOINTMENT?
You must bring all of these documents to your TPS Legal Clinic appointment.  If you do not bring all of the documents, we may not be able to complete your application.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proof that you are a Haitian citizen.  The best documents to show you are Haitian are a passport (even if it is expired) or a birth certificate from the National Archives.  If you do not have either of these, other kinds of proof include a local birth certificate, a Haitian national identification card, or a baptismal certificate.  You will only be sending a copy of these documents with your TPS application but please bring the originals to your TPS Legal Clinic appointment.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Proof that you were living in the U.S. on or before January 12, 2010 and continue to live in the U.S.  You must bring at least one document dated BEFORE January 12, 2010.  Examples of documents that show you were living here include: 
· utility bills in your name for the last few months
· medical records from the past few months; 
· money order receipts in your name for the last few months; 
· receipts for rent for the last few months; 
· school records for you or for your minor children; 
· bank statements in your name; 
· any other documents showing your name, address, and dated within the past few months.  
You will only be sending a copy of these documents with your TPS application but please bring the originals to your TPS Legal Clinic appointment.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

I-94 card, if available, if you entered the U.S. with a visa or were paroled into the U.S., if available. You will only be sending a copy of your I-94 card with your TPS application but please bring the original to your TPS Legal Clinic appointment.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

If you have ever been arrested, certified court records showing the disposition of the case.  To get a certified copy, go to the clerk’s office of the court where your case was heard.  If the court is far away, call the court and ask how to get a certified copy of the disposition in your case through the mail.  If you have been convicted of a felony or two or more misdemeanors, you are not eligible for TPS, even if you just had to pay a fine or received a sentence of time served.  Pleas of nolo contendere and withheld adjudication are convictions under immigration law.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

2 passport-style photos
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Money Order for the TPS Filing Fee.  The filing fee must be paid by money order, payable to “Department of Homeland Security.”  Each person must have a separate money order.  
· $470 for persons ages 14-65 (includes $50 filing fee for TPS application form, $80 biometrics fee, and $340 filing for work permit form)
· $130 for persons ages 66 and older (includes $50 filing fee for TPS application form, $80 biometrics fee.  The work permit fee is WAIVED)

· $50 for children ages 13 and under (includes $50 filing fee for TPS application form.  There is NO biometrics fee and the work permit fee is WAIVED)

If you do not think you can afford to pay the filing fees, please see the FEE WAIVER information sheet.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Alien Number or A-number, if you have ever been given by immigration.  The A number is an 8 or 9 digit number that begins with the letter “A.”  If you were ever stopped by immigration, ever had a hearing with an immigration judge, or ever applied for asylum, residency, or a work permit, you should have an A number.  If you have any receipt notices from immigration, an expired work permit, or other documents, please bring these with you.  They will have your A number on them.   
