
Law in the time of 

Cholera

While we can’t treat patients, we are 

cholera possible in Haiti.

Cholera is a disease of the disempow-‐

ered: it can only thrive where people 

cannot enforce their right to basic so-‐

cial services, including clean water and healthcare. It will likely per-‐

sist in Haiti for years -‐ as long as the conditions that make it thrive 

do. Those conditions also spawn other crises -‐ extreme vulnerability 

to hurricanes, earthquakes and other natural stresses, and diarrheal 

diseases killing children more slowly but just as surely.

We’ve fought these conditions for a decade: we opposed the devel-‐

opment assistance embargo (2000-‐2004) that cancelled clean water 

project loans. We helped win over $2 billion in debt cancellation, 

which freed up over $1 million per week for the Haitian govern-‐

ment to provide social services.

healthcare and sanitation -‐ will stop the spread of the bacteria caus-‐

ing cholera.

vulnerable to cholera, so protecting and empowering women re-‐

duces the risk for half of all Haitians. 

Haitians safe in the U.S., from where they send support to hundreds 

of thousands back home. 

basic social services.
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An appeal to those who make our work possible.

You can prevent 

rapes in Haiti …

came to our grassroots partner, 

was raped by two men, including 

This was yet one more rape in an 

epidemic of rapes since Haiti’s 

rapes had gone unpunished. But 

thanks to our supporters, we were 

able to mount a response through 

...continued on page 3

For most rape victims in 

Haiti, the BAI is the only 

place they can go for 

free legal services and 

organizing help.
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  Imagine 

you are evicted and don’t 

have anywhere else to 

bring your family, in a 

city overrun with cholera. 

Tens of thousands of 

people -‐ who had already 

lost almost everything in 

the earthquake -‐ have 

suffered this fate.

But not the families of 

the Barbancourt II camp. 

The purported owner of 

the land under their camp 

came with police in June, 

and ordered residents 

to leave by July 16. The 

residents contacted the 

Internationaux (

which provided “know 

your rights” training and 

The Institute is lead counsel representing those at risk of eviction in a 

declaring the evictions illegal.

their families in the 

U.S., but they are on a 

promptly. 

Here, they’d be out of harm’s 

way and, importantly, part of 

the recovery solution: their 

remittances would support 

hundreds of thousands of 

families and friends back home.

We led the effort which won 

a 6-‐month extension of the 

determined to win. 

Help us reunite the 55,000 with 

their families so they can help 

Haiti recover!

at info@ijdh.org, or donate on 

our website, www.ijdh.org.

evictions.
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...continued from page 1

the suspects. Both were arrested and are now awaiting trial.

These cases are not just providing justice for individual victims, they are making the courts accessible to all 

poor women.

“With every arrest of a perpetrator and every case we bring before Haitian courts, we educate law 

enforcement and the courts about their duties and create a better-‐functioning system that respects and 

 

Congressional sign-‐on letter to Secretary Clinton, expressing 

Haitian voters deserve. We’ll keep speaking and writing, and are 

       

                                              

 can be made  

the enclosed envelope.

 

www.ijdh.org. Click 

amount you’d like to give. 
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the Future

 His 

friends were some of over 100 people killed by thugs supported by local 

land reform and their rights.

went days without eating.

and energy to change the unjust system that killed his friends and kept 

his family hungry. He is starting by defending the most vulnerable -‐ 

 — 

We stretch every 

dollar as far as it will go, but need your support to keep our programs 

running.

“Every time I think about 

where I came from and 

how I am now working 

as a lawyer, I have more 

strength to continue to 

of Haiti, and for everyone 

in the world who has their 

human rights violated.”

- Patrice Florvilus

Board  of  Directors

Paul Farmer, M.D. PhD

Laura Flynn

Self-‐employed author, teacher, 

and activist

Nova Southeastern University

of the Center for the Study of 

Human Rights at the University 
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