
May 15, 2012 

Dear Representative, 

We, the undersigned organizations working for a sustainable and just recovery in Haiti, urge you 

to sign and support a letter sponsored by Rep. John Conyers (D-MI ) asking U.S. Ambassador to 

the United Nation Susan Rice to encourage the UN to take a leadership role in addressing the 

cholera epidemic in Haiti.  A “Dear Colleague” inviting members of Congress to sign on to this 

letter is included below. 

The outbreak began in October 2010, ten months after Haiti’s tragic earthquake, and “has 

become one of the largest cholera epidemics in modern history”, according to the Pan American 

Health Organization. To date, at least 7,200 Haitians have died from the disease and more than 

530,000 people have been infected. As Haiti’s population is less than ten million, more than 1 in 

20 Haitians have already been infected.   

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) estimates that cholera will likely 

persist in Haiti absent the development of water and sanitation systems, the cost of which has 

been estimated at $800 million to $1.1 billion. On January 12, the presidents of Haiti and the 

Dominican Republic, joined by UN agencies the Pan American Health Organization, World 

Health Organization and UNICEF, and the CDC, appealed to donor countries to honor pledges 

and provide funds for water and sanitation infrastructure. However, there has been little response 

to this appeal from the international community.   

We welcome recent Congressional efforts to address this issue.   A Congressional briefing on 

April 18 - “Cholera and the Human Right to Health in Post-Earthquake Haiti” – provided 

detailed information about the impact of cholera and the remedies needed to improve the 

situation such as increased treatment efforts and long-term infrastructure.  

The letter calls upon the Ambassador to: 

 Urge UN authorities to play a central role in addressing the cholera crisis by: 

o Helping ensure that resources are in place to provide adequate treatment and 

prevention of the disease in the short term; and 

o Taking the lead in helping Haiti and the rest of the island of Hispaniola acquire 

the necessary funding to develop the water and sanitation infrastructure needed to 

effectively control the cholera epidemic.   

 Encourage UN authorities and all donor governments involved in the effort to fight 

cholera to intensify their cooperation with the Haitian state and people through 

capacity-building and the active inclusion of government representatives in decision-

making and through the regular consultation of civil society actors. 



Officials who are concerned about the cholera crisis in Haiti can send a powerful signal and 

make a difference by acting now.  If you wish to sign on you can do so by contacting Michael 

Darner in the office of Rep. John Conyers at Michael.Darner@mail.house.gov or extension 5126.   

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

ActionAid USA 

American Jewish World Service 

Bri Kouri Nouvèl Gaye 

Center for Gender & Refugee Studies, UC Hastings College of the Law 

Church World Service 

Environmental Justice Initiative For Haiti 

Gender Action 

Global Justice Clinic 

Government Accountability Project 

Grassroots International 

Haiti Fund at the Boston Foundation 

Haiti Support Group 

Institute for Justice & Democracy in Haiti 

Just Foreign Policy 

Let Haiti Live 

Li, Li, Li! Read 

Lutheran World Relief 

Mennonite Central Committee US Washington Office 

New Media Advocacy Project 

Other Worlds 

TransAfrica 

mailto:Michael.Darner@mail.house.gov


Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 

United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society 

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) 

 

Help Alleviate the Haitian Cholera Crisis 

From: The Honorable John Conyers, Jr. 

Sent By: michael.darner@mail.house.gov 

Date: 5/7/2012 

Dear Colleague: 

Please join me in supporting efforts to address the cholera epidemic in Haiti by signing a letter to 

U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice urging UN authorities to play a central role in addressing the 

crisis. 

The cholera outbreak began in October 2010, ten months after Haiti’s tragic earthquake, and “has 

become one of the largest cholera epidemics in modern history” according to the Pan-American 

Health Organization.  To date, at least 7,200 Haitians have died from the disease and more than 

530,000 people have been infected.  

As cholera was brought to Haiti due to the actions of the UN, it is imperative for the UN to now 

act decisively to control the cholera epidemic. UN authorities should work with Haiti’s 

government and the international community to confront and, ultimately, eliminate this deadly 

disease from Haiti and the rest of the island of Hispaniola.  A failure to act will not only lead to 

countless more deaths: it will undermine the crucial effort to reconstruct Haiti and will pose a 

permanent public health threat to the populations of neighboring nations.  

If you have any questions or would like to sign the letter, please contact Michael Darner in my 

office at michael.darner@mail.house.govor 3-3834. 

 Sincerely, 

 John Conyers, Jr. 

Member of Congress 
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May XX, 2012 

Dear Ambassador Rice, 

We are writing to express our deep concern regarding the ongoing cholera epidemic in Haiti and 

to ask you to strongly encourage the United Nations to take a leadership role in addressing this 

catastrophic public health crisis.  The outbreak began in October 2010, ten months after Haiti’s 

tragic earthquake, and “has become one of the largest cholera epidemics in modern history” 

according to the Pan-American Health Organization.  To date, at least 7,200 Haitians have died 

fromthe disease and more than 530,000 people have been infected.  So as to ensure that this 

devastating disease is brought under control, we call on you to urge UN authorities to support 

efficient treatment and prevention of the epidemic and to help Haiti acquire adequate water and 

sanitation infrastructure. 

As acknowledged by the UN’s Special Envoy to Haiti, former President Bill Clinton, UN troops 

introduced the cholera bacterium “into the waterways of Haiti, into the bodies of Haitians” and, 

as such, were the “proximate cause” of the epidemic.   We welcome your statement in March to 

the Security Council calling on the United Nationsto “redouble its efforts to prevent any further 

incidents of this kind and to ensure that those responsible are held accountable.”  

As cholera was brought to Haiti due to the actions of the UN, we believe that it is imperative for 

the UN to now act decisively to control the cholera epidemic. UN authorities should work with 

Haiti’s government and the international community to confront and, ultimately, eliminate this 

deadly disease from Haiti and the rest of the island of Hispaniola.  A failure to act will not only 

lead to countless more deaths: it will undermine the crucial effort to reconstruct Haiti and will 

pose a permanent public health threat to the populations of neighboring nations.  

According to the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), Haiti is one of the most 

underserved countries in the world in terms of water and sanitation infrastructure. These 

infrastructural weaknesses have made Haiti particularly susceptible to water-borne disease. 

Cholera had not been present in Haiti for over a century prior to October 2010, making Haitians 

‘immunologically naïve’ and even more vulnerable to the disease.  

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), has done a remarkable job in 

partnership with the Haitian government in distributing treatment supplies, providing treatment 

training, and establishing a national cholera surveillance system. The CDC estimates that cholera 

will likely persist in Haiti absent the development of water and sanitation systems, the cost of 

which has been estimated at $800 million to $1.1 billion.  

On January 12
th

of this year, the presidents of Haiti and the Dominican Republic, joined by UN 

agencies PAHO, World Health Organization and UNICEF and the U.S. CDC, appealed to donor 

countries to honor pledges and provide funds for water and sanitation infrastructure.  However, 

there has been little response to this appeal from the international community.  Moreover, with 

the onset of the rainy season, the number of deaths from cholera is rising once again.  



Accordingly, we call upon you to urge UN authorities to play a central role in addressing the 

cholera crisis.  First, by helping ensure that resources are in place to provide adequate treatment 

and prevention of the disease in the short term. Secondly, by taking the lead in helping Haiti and 

the rest of the island of Hispaniola acquire the necessary funding to develop the water and 

sanitation infrastructure needed to effectively control the cholera epidemic.  

 Finally, we ask that you encourage UN authorities and all donor governments involved in the 

effort to fight cholera to intensify their cooperation with the Haitian state and people through 

capacity-building and the active inclusion of government representatives in decision-making and 

through the regular consultation of civil society actors. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 


