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 Haiti is suffering from a cholera epidemic that has been attributed 
to waste management practices on a United Nations peacekeeper base. 
The epidemic is now the worst single country cholera epidemic in mo-
dern history. Haiti’s cholera epidemic and the UN response to it is an ex-
cellent touchstone to explore the UN’s responsibility to provide a fair fo-
rum for personal injury claims arising out of peacekeeping operations. 
The panel will explore UN liability for the Haiti cholera epidemic in the 
context of the UN Status of Forces Agreement’s immunity provisions and 
of the developing law on accountability of international organizations.  
 
 Panelists include experts who were on the ground in Haiti and res-
ponded to the outbreak, international legal experts, and lawyers who 
filed a groundbreaking case on behalf of 5,000 victims of cholera see-
king compensation from the UN.  
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